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PREF^C  E. 


The  pages,  I  have  now  the  honour  to  lay  before 
the  public,  were,  originally,  written  for  the  exclu- 
sive object  of  inducing  the  British  government  to 
ponder  on  the  melancholy  situation    of  Spanish 
America ;    and  under  a  hope  of  explaining  the 
nature  of  those  unfortunate    dissentions  between 
European  and  American  Spain,  which  had  ge- 
nerated into   an  unnatural  and  destructive    civil 
war.   More  than  a  jear  ago,  they  were  placed,  in  a 
more  condensed  shape,  in  a  channel^  from  which 
some  relief  was  expected;  yet,still,  the  same  apathy 
seemed  to  reign  with  regard  to  this  most  interesting 
subject ;  and  the  murders  of  unoffending  thousands 
were  heard,  without  the  corresponding  sympathy 
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so  usual  to  Britons.  In  the  midst  of  so  much 
languor,  and  surrounded  by  misrepresentations,  we 
seemed  perfectly  insensible  to  the  nature  of  that 
i^ar,  which  had  already  inundated  the  Westero 
hemisphere  with  blood ;  nay  so  much  had  our  po- 
licy changed,  that  we  now  behold  those  struggles 
with  contempt,  which,  lately,  we  had  encouraged 
and  promoted ;  and  though  a  road  was  open  to 
bring  relief,  consistently  with  honour,  and  eren 
with  the  new  engagements  England  had  contracted 
with  Spain,  as  well  as  of  adding  essential  re- 
sources to  that  momentous  cause,  in  which  we 
were  embarked,  we  still  kept  aloof^  and  feared 
to  interfere  in  a  matter,  we  seemed  not  to  under* 
stand. 

A  resolve  was  made  to  print  them,  when  the  in- 
discriminate massacres  in  New  Spain,  had  risen  to 
such  a  height,  that  they  could  not  be  read  without 
the  keenest  emotion  i  when  a  death^wBLV  had  been 
declared  in  Caracas,  and  when  every  thingthere  an- 
nounced the  mutual  butchery  of  prisoners,  which 
afterwards  took  place.  They  were  sent  to  press, 
when,  in  Venezuela,  the  slaves  had  been  armed  for 
the  murder  and  pillage  of  their  masters,  when  the 
horrors  of  St.  Domingo  were  there  renewed  ;  and, 
when  the  danger  pressed  heavy  on  all  holders  of 
British  property,  in  the  West  Indies.  They  were 
sent  to  press,  when  the  chief  sections  of  Spanish 
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Columbia^  bad  been  wrapped  in  a  wide  and  univer- 
sal  state  of  civil  war  and  desolation^  when  a  mil- 
lion and  a  faalf  of  its  inhabitants  had  been  immo- 
lated on  the  altars  of  vengeance  ;  when  odium 
was  accumulating  on  the  British  name;  and  when^ 
by  our  coldness^  there  was  every  reason  to  believe, 
we.were  about  to  lose,  for  ever,  our  hold  on  a  rich 
and  extensive  country,  that,  otherwise,  opened  to 
us  the  most  brilliant  prospects.  They  were  printed, 
in  short,  when  the  mass  of  injustice  and  the  enor- 
mities, committed  against  an  unoflfending  people, 
were  such,  as  the  feeling  mind,  could,  no  longer, 
behold  with  calmness  and  self-controul ;  and  when 
it  became  the  first  duty  of  humanity,  as  well  as 
of  society,  to  explain  them  to  a  public,  both  inte- 
rested and  implicated  in  their  fatal  consequences, 
imd  who  never  before  had  an  opportunity  of  judg- 
ing for  itself,  or  even  of  fully  comprehending  the 
nature  of  a  dispute,  v^hich  had,  already ,  filled  the 
New  World  with  scenes  of  horror  that  outrivalted 
its  ccmqiiest. 

Dufing  their  publication,  two  great  political 
evenis  haye  occurred,  viz.  the  fall  of  Buonaparte  ; 
and  the  return  of  king  Ferdinand,  to  his  throne, 
after  the  dispersion  of  the  new  Cortes.  The  first 
event  has,  certainly,  occasioned  some  material 
change  in  the  tenour  of  my  arguments.  The  rising 
influeaee  the  French  were  fast  gaining  in  Spanish 
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America^  and  the  manner  in  which  they  were  sup- 
planting  U9  in  the  affections  of  the  people^  ceased 
to  be  a  subject  of  alarm.  Yet,  things  had  been 
so  organised^  that  the  sailing  of  three  frigates  to 
three  isolated  points^  which  it  was  out  of  our 
power  to  watchj  with  twenty  thousand  stand  of 
arms  each,  would  not  only  have  broken,  for  ever^ 
the  Spanish  sceptre,  in  the  Western  hemi8phere> 
and  destroyed  our  own  influence,  but  would  have 
given  the  French  that  same  ascendency  they  ac- 
quired, by  aiding  the  revolutionary  struggle  of  the 
United  States. 

The  second  event,  as  far  as  it  relates  to  the  du^ 
Tation  of  the  con9titution,was  perfectly  foreseen.;  as 
will  be  evinced  by  the  strictures  on  that  singular 
speculation  of  law,  which  were  both  written  and 
printed,  long  before  the  late  revolution  in  Madrid, 
took  place.  Not  that  it  could  be  anticipated^ 
that  Ferdinand,  or  rather  bis  counsellors,  would 
reek  their  vengeance  ou  the  New  Cortes,  which,  if 
at  all  founded,  ought  to  have  fallen  on  the  old  ones. 
Had  their  conduct  to  Spanish  America,  been  o«e  of 
the  motives  alleged  for  this  harsh  treatment,  the 
world  would  not  have  been  so  much  astonished,  or 
those  who  wish  well  to  Spam,  so  much  scandalized. 
And,  yet^  even  the  old  Cortes,  though  they  have 
rendered  Spanish  America,  the  seat  of  anarefay> 
bloodshed^  and  destruction,  had>  nevertheless,  sav^ 
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ed  one  half  of  the  monarchy  to  its  rightful  pos- 
sessor^ and  had  acted  as  a  shield  against  the  most 
pressing  dangers.  This  event  has,  more  than  ever, 
confirmed  me  in  the  opinion^  that  nothing  but  the 
mediatory  interference  of  Great  Britain^  under 
such  a  general  clash  of  interests,  such  a  preva- 
lence of  irritated  feelings,  and  under  such  systems 
as  those  likely  again  to  prevail  in  Spain,  can  ever 
restore  peace  to  the  ultramarine  provinces,  in  a 
manner  consistent  with  reason  and  justice ;  or  es- 
tablish permanent  harmony,  on  the  basis  of  gene- 
ral good.  If  so,  and  since  every  month's  delay, 
is  the  murder  of  thousands,  ought  one  moment 
to  be  lost,  in  relieving  universal  affliction  and 
distress  ? 

If  I  have  anything  to  add  to  the  explanation  of 
my  views  in  publishing  this  expose,  it  is,  to  implore 
the  benevolent  exertions  of  my  fellow-citizens,  to 
urge  relief  for  suffering  humanity;  and,  in  order, 
that'  the  brightest  prospects  that  ever  opened  on 
our  mercantile  enterprize,  may  not  be  marred^ 
The  memorials  sending  up  from  the  manufactur- 
ing towns,  respecting  a  retention  of  trade  to  Span- 
ish America,  sufficiently,  indicate  the  public  inte- 
rest felt  upon  this  occasion  ;  yet,  what  can  be  our 
prospects  of  trade,  in  a  country  desolated  by  civil 
war  ?  Let  us  not  appear  selfish,  humanity  is  the 
apring  on  which  we  are  to  act.     Let  all,  with  a 
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firm  and  decided  voice^  express  the  necessity  under 
Mrhich  England  stands^  of  giving  peace  to  Spanish 
America ;  and  after  aiding  to  extend  the  olive 
branch  over  the  old  vrorld^  to  pronounce  it  as  her 
sacred  duty,  to  see  that  its  benign  effects  are  equal- 
ly diffused  to  the  new  one.  Peace  must  be  the  pre- 
cursor of  all  definitive  arrangements^  let  its  basis 
only  be  liberal,  and  it  will  not  only  be  advantageous 
to  itll  parties;  but  will^  eventually,  confer  the 
most  lasting  benefits  on  the  world  at  large. 

London,  June  8,  1814. 
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TO  HIS  ROYAL  HIGHNESS, 


TBI 


FMINCIE  MEICENT 

&c.  &c.  &c« 

I— 11 

iYhEN  a  pri^rate  individual  preftometf 
to  address  one,  of  the  exalted  rank  of  your  Royal  High- 
ness in  tbeie  United  Kingdoms>  the  8ubject-matter>  he 
proposes  tq  discuss,  ought  not  only  to  be  of  a  transcen« 
dent  and  Qational  interest,  but  the  language  of  his 
appeal,  ought  to  be,  besides,  respectful,  and  divested  of 
every  spirit  of  party  and  fallacious  reasoning.  If  he 
anticipates  a  favourable  result  from  what  he  has  got  t<> 
disclose,  corrept  details  ought  to  form  the  basis  of  his 
expose,  and  impartial  truth,  ought  to  be  preeminently 
conspicuous  in  ^is  display  of  facts* 

These  essential  requisites,  will,  I  hope,  be  found  in  the 
pages  I  have  now  the  honour  to  submit  to  your  Royal 
Highness ;  nor  will  it,  perhaps,  be  deemed  presumptive^ 
if  I  call  your  attention  to  a  subject,  not  of  temporary,  but 
of  lasting  and  genuine  importance  to  us^  as  a  maritime 
and  commercial  people;  and  of  vital  interest  to  us,  during 
our  present  expensive  war-system,  and  the  great  conti* 
nental  combination  formed  against  our  resources.    At  a 
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which  ybu  so  worthily  preside;  besides  extending  the 
blessings  of  peace,  pros{)erity,  and  regeneration,  to  an 
exteDsive  and  valuable  range  of  country,  that  will,  at  no 
distant  period^,  remunerate  us  for  all  our  exertions  in  its 
&your« 

To  one,  who  like  yourself,  holds  in  his  hands  the 
l^ins  of  a  government,  so  much  concerned  in  the  political 
welfare  of  every  nation  of  the  globe,  but  particularly  so, 
when  interest,  sympathy,  and  political  engagements  add 
to  the  bond ;  of  a  government,  in  short,  that  has  sacri«- 
ficed  so  much  for  the  freedom  and  independence  of  the 
States  of  Europe,  and  has  ever  been  foremost  in  the 
cause  of  reason,  justice,  and  humanity,  it  cannot  be  aa 
unseasonable  theme,  to  dwell  on  those  national  interests 
we  have  now  at  stake««^to  advert  to  that  fund  of  odium 
accumulating  on  our  name,  and  those  dangers  we,  at 
the  same  time,  incur,  by  an  entire  dereliction  from 
««tr  piighted  feith,  and  reiterated  and  solemn  pro» 
miees:  neither  can  it  be  irrelevant  here  to  pour-* 
tray  tlie  oppression,  calamities,  and  destruction  of  one 
entire  quarter  of  the  globe,  with  whose  natives  we  have 
80  long  sympathized,  and  to  whose  interests  we  are  so 
<;k>sely  connected ;  when,  at  the  same  time,  a  safe  and 
consistent  remedy  is  within  our  reach ;  a  remedy  not 
only  in  perfect  unison  with  our  national  honour^  and 
founded  on  sound  and  lasting  policy,  but,  moreover,  by 
no  means  opposed  to  those  very  engagements,  under 
which  we  stand  bound  to  the  third  party  concerned. 

The  object  of  my  present  address,  is  to  cail  the  atten«» 
lion  of  your  Royal  Highness  to  the  long  n^ected  and 
mdancholy  situation  of  the  greM  continent  of  Spanish 
America,  where  a  destructive  civil  war  has  beca  waging 
for  laciore  tb^ix  ftnir  years  i  a  deadly  war^  that  like  « 
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spreading  cancer  threatens  to  overrun,  and  soon  to  des- 
troy that  fair  portion  of  the  habitable  globe,  if  the  neces- 
saiy  remedies  are  not  speedily  applied.  It  is,  at  th^ 
same  time,  to  point  out  the  immense  resources  there 
uselessly  wasting,  and  the  oceans  of  blood  spilling  in 
every  section ;  cind,  in  a  full  manner,  to  explain  the 
origin,  nature,  and  progress  of '  that  complicated  and  ag- 
gravated dispute,  which  has  so  long  desolated  Spanish 
Columbia,  rent  asunder  the  ties  of  blood  and  nature,  and 
filled  it  with  unheard  of  scenes  of  horror  and  devastation. 
In  short,  the  pages  I  have  now  the  honour  to  inscribe 
to  your  Royal  Highness,  are  intended  to  throw  light  on 
a  subject  that  has  been  but  partially  understood  in  thi» 
country ;  whence  have  originated  delusive  theories,  and 
erroneous  conceptions  of  the  aptual  state  of  the  great 
question  here  alluded  to ;  and  I  am  the  more  solicitous  to 
undertake  this  essential  task,  from  the  general  ignorance 
in  which  the  public  has  been  kept,  of  all  the  transactions 
carried  on  in  that  unfortunate  country,  owing  to  its  dis- 
tance, and  the  confined  use  of  the  language,  in  which 
they  have  been  detailed ;  as  well  as  from  the  misconcep- 
tions and  prejudices  diffused  amongst  us,  in  consequence 
of  the  partial  and  incorrect  statements,  copied  into  our 
public  prints,  from  those  of  Cadiz, 

This  is,  perhaps,  the  only  great  political  question 
that  has  not  hitherto  met  with  the  attention  of  the 
British  public,  or  called  forth  the  discussions  of  our 
statesmen  or  writers  of  the  day;  yet,  to  us,  as  the  allies 
of  the  Spanish  monarchy,  anxious  to  give  ewery  efficiency 
to  that  alliance,  and  acting  on  the  broad  principle  of 
justice  and  equity,  it  cannot  be  deemed  of  trifling  im- 
portance; much  less  so,  when  we  view  it  connected 
with  our  present  aud  future  prospects  of  trade^  and 
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linked  with  our  most  intei;e8tiDg  maritime  relations.  Com- 
merce, has  ever  been  considered  as  the  main  sinew  of 
our  political  existence,  and  we  have  now  in  view,  the 
great  and  gigantic  efforts  of  the  enemy,  if  not  to  pa- 
ralyze, at  least  to  corrode  this  pillar  of  the  British 
empire,  and  to  diminish  its  energy  and  extent  Some 
of  our  greatest  and  most  enlightened  statesman  of  the 
age,  have,  moreovor,  established  as  a  political  axiom,  that 
considering  our  insular  situation,  the  nature  of  our  de- 
fence, and  the  circumstances  of  the  enemy,  it  behooved 
us,  in  a  particular  manner,  to  extend  our  influence,  our 
connections,  and  our  consumption  of  merchandise,  in 
those  regions  which  are  beyond  his  reach,  and  conse- 
quently not  subject  to  his  control,  his  systems,  or  to 
the  fortunes  of  war,  he  may  threaten  to  wage  against 
them.  This  safe  and  fundamental  principle,  founded  on 
our  naval  preponderance,  and  so  intimately  connected 
with  our  political  economy  (that  real  basis  of  our 
strength  and  grandeur)  has  been  verified  by  the  expe- 
rience of  the  last  twenty  years,  by  successive  events, 
and  by  the  failure  of  our  past  energies  on  the  continent, 
as  well  as  by  the  depressed  state^to  which  we  now  stand 
xeduced 

In  conformity  to  this  principle,  and  considering  also 
the  present  condition  of  Europe,  not  only  in  omse- 
quence  of  the  influence  of  France,  but  also  owing  to  a 
continental  policy  existing  even  anK>ngst  our  oldest 
allies,  to  trade  as  little  with  us  as  they  possibly  can ; 
Great  Britain  is  particularly  called  upon,  at  this  moment, 
to  enquire,  if  in  any  other  quarter  of  the  world,  a 
barrier  can  be  found  to  resist  the  general  combination 
iormed  against  her  mercantile  interests,  and  to  open 
new  channels^  in  lieu  of  those  closed  against  her*  In  this 
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important  enquiry,  the  political  economist  naturally  ca«tfc 
his  eyes  towards  the  great  continent  of  Spanish  America, 
a  Country  far  surpassing  the  whole  of  Europe  in  extent, 
in  fertility,  and  in  rich  productions,  though  hitherto  de^ 
barred  from  the  intercourse  of  foreign  nations.  A 
position,  therefore,  unparalleled  on  the  face  of  the  globe, 
for  the  union  of  commercial  advants^fes ;  ^n  extended 
range  of  country,  varied  in  soil  and  productions ;  rich 
in  every  thing  necessary  to  minister  to  the  wants  and 
luxuries  of  man;  one  that  in  its  late  degraded  state, 
annually  coined  forty-two  millions  of  dollars,  in  gold 
^nd  silver ;  consumed  fifty-nine  and  a  half  ditto  in  Eu- 
ropean imports,  circulated  thirty-eight  and  a  half  ditto  in 
choicest  exports,*  besides  being  inhabited  by  a  large  and 
increasing  population,  certainly  presents  a  scene  worthy 
of  t]ie  contemplation  of  the  first  magistrate  of  so  ente&- 
prizing  a  nation  as  ours ;  yet  fair  as  is  this  prospect,  con- 
siderable as  is  this  produce  and  consumption  of  Spanish 
America,  the  timely  adoption  of  better  systems,  and  a 
newly  diffused  regeneration  (as  will  hereafter  be  fully 
proved)  would  long  since  have  doubled  both.  And,  yet,  in 
addition  to  this  scope  for  commercial  enterprize,  in  addi- 
tion to  this  flattering  but  correct  picture  of  the  resources 
of  Spanish  America,  and  these  Considerations  of  national 
expediency,  political  motives  of  a  still  more  sacred  na- 
ture, have  long  called  upon  us  to  look  with  anxious 
concern  to  tlie  fate  of  the  Western  continent,  and  to  pre- 
vent its  entire  destruction. 

The  increase  and  protection  of  trade,  undoubtedly,  be- 
comes the  paramount  duty  of  the  beads  of  government ; 

*yide  Humboldt's  Political  Eisay  on  the  Ringdoiii  of  ^'cw  Spain, 
irol.  4y  book  5,  cbap.  19. 
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?nd  any  elucidations  on  so  interesting  a  sirtyect,  cannot, 
therefore^by  your  Royal  Highness,  be  deemed  ill-placed  or 
o&BJ^e.  .  pveiy  thing  relating  to  Spanisji  America,  that 
we  have  undertaken  fy^  xnany  years  past,  proves  how  little 
we  were  ac<ifttainted  with  the  dispositions,  8enUrpent3, 
wd  resourees  c^  those  distant  regions,  notwilhjstanding 
th^  expences  governraeait  has  incurred  to  obtain  inform* 
ation ;  'dud  bow  much  we  have  been  puzzled  tp  fix  on  an 
enlightened  and  accordant  policy,  in  our  new  alliance 
with  §pain,  results  from  many  fact;»  that  will  hereafter 
be  adduced.  I  am,  for  this  reason*  the  more  en«^ 
couraged  in  my  present  attempt,  as  well  as  from  » 
convictioln  that  my  sources  of  information  are  not  only 
extensive,  b:ut  also  correct,  and  in  most  ^cases,  official. 
And  whilst  I  deplore  that  want  of  influence  we  have 
never  obtained  over  the  councils  of  Spain,  whilst  I 
rejgret  our  complete  failure  to  infuse  liberal  principles 
in  her  members  of  govermnejijit,  and  to  awaken  an  en- 
lightened policy  in  the  n?Ltion  at  large,  respecting  U3 
yit?il  interests  ^ith  Spanish  Aj^aerica,  (the  grand  cause 
of  naost  of  the  evils  with  which  we  have  now  to  con- 
tend, in  our  relatioi;is  with  the  Spa.ni$^h  monarchy  of  both 
hemispheres)  though  late^  I  still  hope  something  useful 
may  be  deduced  ;  and  at  all  ev^ehts,  it  ipay  be  of  service 
to  delineate  ,those  results  whi^h  would  have  been  pro- 
duced ^>y  a  different  lin^  of  conduct  on  our  part,  and  to 
point  out  where  we  erred,  in  our  new  apd  delicate  con* 
nection  with  European  and  American  Spaid. 

Important,  however,  ai^  might  have  been  the  conse* 
quences  of  keeping  the  two  halves  pf  the  Spanish  mo^ 
narchy  strong  and  united;  qffensive  In^th  ,to  justice  and 
humanity  as  has  been  that  cruef,  desultory,  and  unnatu* 
ral  war  whic^  has  so  long  been  waging  between  them;  im- 
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meiwe  as  has  been  the  waste  of  property,  and  lamentable 
and  afflicting,  as  has  been  this  impolitic  dismemberment 
of  the   Spanish  monarchy,  not  less  dangerous  to   the 
future  existence  of  Spain,  than  subversive  of  the  prospe- 
rity   of  Spanish  America,  and  prejudicial  to  the  real 
interests  of  England;  still,  as,  ^  sincere  friends  and 
allies    of  both  parties,  we  have  hitherto  devised    no 
effective  remedy;  nay,  our  statesmen  in  their  views  of 
national  policy,  and  national  welfare,  appear  studiously 
to  have  avoided  the  contemplation  and  discussion  of  a 
question,  in  which  so  much  was  at  issue,  and  in  which  we 
were  so  materially  implicated.  They  appear  never  to  have 
pondered  on  the  future  consequences  of  that  blind  olv 
stinacy,  which  first  caused  the  dissentions  here  alluded 
to;  and  which,  by  neither  being  prevented  or  remedied, 
have  not   only  cut  off  from  Spain  half  her  strength, 
but  have,    also,  deprived  her  of  the  greatest   part  of 
those  resources  she  might  have  brought  into  active  ope- 
ration against  the  common  enemy  y  and  have,  further,  con- 
verted the  fairest  portion  of  the  Spanish  monarchy  (whose 
integrity,  and  consequently  preservation  we  have  guaran- 
teed) into  one  wide  extended  waste  of  anarchy  and  ruin, 
and  are,  besides,  fast  driving  it  into  the  interests  of  the 
tVench.    That  increase  of  private  wealth  and  public 
revenue,  which  might  otherwise  have  flowed  into  Spain 
to  our  benefit,  that  accession  of   physical  and  moral 
strength    which  might  have  been  secured  to  her,  and 
that  closer    union   which  might  have   been  cemented 
between  all  parties,  seems  to  be  a  subject  completely 
overlooked  and  disregarded ;  nor  is  there  a  measure  of 
a  public  nature,  in  which  we  seem  to  have  been  so  much 
embarrassed,   as  in   our   conduct    to   our  Peninsular 
ally. 
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Spianish  America,  in  the  mean  time,  has  been  bleeding  at 
every  pore,  in  vain  have  its  natives  appealed  to  our  jus- 
tice [and  generosity,  and  in  vain  have  they  reminded  ud 
^f  our  old  promises  and  offers.    We  have  calmly  beheld 
them  put  to  the  sword,  for  seeking  that  just  redress  and 
requisite  regeneration,  such  as   the  whole  world  pro- 
nounced to  b^  their  due  ;   and  for  endeavouring  to  esta- 
blish those  rights  they  had  inherited  from  their  forefa- 
thers, but  which  their  trampled  laws  could  no  longer 
secure  to  them»    Unheeded,  we  have  beheld  their  fruitful 
plains  laid  waste,  and  their  ravaged  cities  levelled  with 
the  dust.    Without  an  effective  effort  in  their  favour,  we 
have    seen    their  peaceful  country  become  a  prey  to 
anarchy  and  devastation,  nor  is  there  a  record  of  a 
public  nature  existing  to  prove,  that  we  have  felt  for 
them  the  common  sympathies  of  men;  or  at  least,  that 
we  have  been  really  sensible  of  the  injustice  committed 
against  them.  Instead  of^  seriously,  applying  remedies  to 
the  increasing  gangrene,  that  has  been  so  long  preying  on 
the  political  existence  of  the  Spanish  monarchy  in  both 
hemispheres ;  we  have  suffered  it  to  rankle  and  to  inflame, 
till  at  last,  we  not  only  behold  it  verging  to  an  alarming 
state  of  dissolution ;  thus  counteracting  the  object  of  that 
very  treaty  which  bound  us  to  its  welfare,  but,  we  are, 
moreover,  ourselves  fast  losing  the  affections  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  each  of  its  divisions,  perhaps,  for  ever. 

It  is,  therefore,  here  intended  to  trace  the  different  sta- 
ges of  this  unfortunate  dispute,  as  a  means  of  bringing  it 
in  a  full  shape  before  your  Royal  Highness,  and  the  pub- 
lic; for  which  purpose,  it  may  be  extremely  proper,  to 
examine  it  in  principle,  and  to  develope  its  results. — 
It  may,  at  the  same  time,  be  useful,  to  review  the  policy 
and  conduct  of  the  British  cabinet  in  its  relations  with 
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Sp^auish  Anjierica,  as  cpx\st\tntiBg  j^rtf^f  thsk  M9B«i  na- 
tion to  whom  we  are  a^ie4;  a^,  *teo,  to  enumieHite 
tl)e  means  by  which  the  evil$  ber^eafter  detailed,  migitt 
Jiave  been  prevented  pr  remedied.  la  proa^ution  o£ 
imy  subject,  it  will,  moreover,  be  highly  illustrative,  to 
take  a  view  of  those  unparalleled  advantages  which  would 
have  resulted  to  the  wo^id  j^t  jiarge,  bwt  particularly  to 
the  patriotic  cayse  of  S{^in,  from  the  redress  and  reg^ner 
ration  of  Spanish  America,  in  that  ju$t  and  conslstenik 
pnanner  that  might  have  been  fixed  ^pon,  when  the  era 
p{  liberty  first  dawned  upon  both.  The  contemplaticm  of 
this  interesting  scene^  is  not,  indeed,  novel  to  the  British 
cabinet,  for  it  once  formed  tbe  unceasing  and  favourite 
study  of  that  gxeat  and  J^cnente^  statesin^n,  whos^e  views 
,and  plaps  h^ve  served  as  a  beaqon  to  all  his  successors-; 
Und  have,  perhaps^  und^e;*  the  gui4aQce  of  the  Almighty, 
effected  the  gre^  ^nd  momentous  c,h^,pges  of  the  day. 
Other  more  fair  and  equitable  means  to  realiz^e  his  c<mil- 
templated  results,  hav^,  indeed,  sipqe  occurred;  and  qej- 
tainly  had  he  been  living,  they  woul4  not  have  been  un- 
improved. In  Spanish  America,  Mr.  Pitt  beheld  a  wide 
j)rospect  of  national  advantage,  and  a  plentiful  source  of 
benefits,  not  of  an  uncertain  and  transitory  nature,  bujt 
•uch  as  can  no  longer  appear  dubious  and  flq^ting,  after^the 
voyages  of  a  Humboldt,  the  gleanings  Qf  a  JOepqns^and  tUe 
labours  of  MolinaandAzara;  and,  nip^t  j^suredly,  under 
such  a  propitiousan  alliance  as  ours  with  Spain,  he  would 
have  gloried  in  calling  them  forth,  against  the  conunoa 
enemy. 

Though  entirely  unknown  to  your  t^oy^  Highqess, 
I  am  not  devoid  of  hope,  th^t  the  particulars  on  which  I 
am  about  to  enter,  will  meet  with  e;y«ry  attention  their 
magnitude  deserves,  it  is  under  these  impressions  alone, 
I  presume  to  ask  it.    These  are  not  indeed  details  of 
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w^iiyersal  notoriety,  because  Uiey  ha^e  not  come  within 
tbe  reach  of  many,  but  they  are  well  known  to  those, 
who  like  myself,  have  closely  followed  up  the  course  of 
events,  who  have  viewed  the  occurrences  as  they  have 
passed,  and  who,  for  the  last  five  years,  have  taken  a 
lively  interest  in  the  fate  and  misfortunes  of  Spanish 
America.  The  following  pages,  constitute  the  result  of 
a  long  and  favoured  residence  in  the  Spanish  dominions 
of  both  hemispheres  ;  nor  do  I  foresee  that  any  of  my 
allegations,  -will  be  found  devoid  of  their  adequate  and 
respective  testimony. 

It  having  been  my  lot,  early  in  life,  to  visit  the  re-» 
^ions  to  which  I  allude,  I  used  every  effort  to  become 
informed  of  their  situation,  how  their  prosperity  and 
happiness  might  be  promoted,  and  how  these  might 
redound  to  the  advantage  of  my  own  country.  It  is 
the  result  of  this  research,  I  now  submit  to  your  Royal 
Highness,  on  whom,  in  great  measure,  the  happiness  or 
misery  of  Spanish  America  depends.  My  only  object 
is  to  be  useful,  for  after  the  sacrifices  I  have  already 
made  for  the  furtherance  of  these  views,  I  should  conceive 
myself  wanting  in  my  duty  to  the  nation  of  which  I  am 
n  member,  and  to  the  interests  of  that  country,  whoseame- 
lioration  I  have  greatly  at  heart,  and  whose  misfortune's 
I  sincerely  deplore,  were  I  to  hesitate  to  step  forward, 
on  an  occasion  like  the  present,  and  fail  to  place  my 
observations  in  that  channel,  in  which  they  may  pro- 
duce their  desired  effect. 

Impressed  with  these  sentiments,  I  again  solicit  your 
Royal  Highness's  indulgence,  under  the  assurance,  that 
mine  is  not  a  project  to  bring  burthensome  consequences 
on  the  nation,  or  intended  to  make  us  swerve  from 
the  fafth  of  treaties ;  but  it  is,  perhaps,  under  existing 
circumstances,  the  only  means  of  giving  eflBciency  to  our 
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alliance  with  European  and  American  Spain ;  it  is  the 
only  one  that  can  adequately  relieve  and  augment  our 
traiJe,  besides,  retrieve  our  past  losses ;  objects  which 
cannot  but  strongly  interest  every  member  of  society,  at 
the  present  moment,  and  press,  with  peculiar  force,  on 
those  who  are  charged  with  His  Majesty's  government 
It  is  not^  now,  a  question  of  prudence  and  deliberation, 
but  an  absolute  command  of  imperious  justice  and  hu- 
manity, to  stop  the  torrents  of  blood  flowing  in  every 
iection  of  Spanish  America,  and  deluging  its  ravaged 
plains. 

The  eyes  of  its  unhappy  natives,  have  long  been  cast 
upon  England;  and  on  the  judgment  of  your  Royal 
Highness^  now  rests  the  well-being  of  seventeen  millions 
of  people.  And,  whilst  the  nations  of  Europe  bless  the 
benign  and  strenuous  exertions  with  which  your  Royal 
Highness  watched  over  their  welfare,  and  prepared  the 
means  of  their  liberation ;  whilst  Spain,  in  an  especial 
manner,  has  witnessed  the  profuse  sacrifices,  and  gene- 
rous assurances  of  both  the  British  government  an4 
people^  is  no  sympathy  due  to  the  unredressed  natives 
of  Spanish  America,  .with  whom  we  are  equally  allied> 
but  to  whose  suflerings  we  have  been  so  long  estranged? 
The  substantial  glory  and  true  virtue  of  the  British  na- 
tion^  could  never  shine  forth  with  more  effulgency,  thaa 
by  becoming  the  effective  mediator  and  sincere  umpire, 
between  the  alienated  provinces  of  Spanish  America,  and 
Spain;  and  by  promoting  the  return  of  harmony  be- 
tween them,  on  principles  just  and  equitaUe  to  both. 
This  is  a  beneficent  enterprise,  still  within  the  reach  of 
your  Royal  Highness,  if  moments  the  most  precious  are 
only  improved.  It  was  at  first  difficult,  because  we  did 
not  fully  understand  it ;  it  has  afterwards  become  ar- 
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fluous,  from  being  too  long  neglected.  The  assembling  of 
the  new  Cortes  in  Madrid,  is  an  occurrence  the  most 
propitious,  and  for  the  sake  of  humanity,  and  the  name 
and  future  interests  of  the  British  empire,  it  id  to  be 
hoi>ed,  it  will  not  be  disregarded. 

With  regard  to  myself,  if  I  ^an,  in  any  way,  be  the 
humble  instrument,  by  the  following  details,  that  through 
your  Royal  Highness's  means,  may  bring  alleviation  to 
the  ills  and  sufferings  of  Spanish  America,  and  explain 
to  my  fellow  citizens,  a  subject  in  which  they  and  their 
posterity  are  so  much  interested ;  if  the  following  details 
which  I  have  thrown  tc^ether  with  great  pains  and  la- 
bour,  can  only  fix  the  attention  of  your  Royal  Highness 
to  the  contemplation  of  this  important  subject,  I  shall  not 
only  consider  myself  superlatively  happy,  but  I  shall  be 
gratified,  in  having  complied  with  one  of  the  first  duties 
of  asocial  being.  The  chief  contents  of  th0  following 
sheets,  were  originally  thrown  together,  in  order  to 
solicit  and  implore  the  attention  of  his  Majesty's  minift* 
ters,  to  the  melancholy  situation  of  the  country  thereia 
alluded  to ;  but  recent  services,  connected  with  Spanish 
America,  and  researches  to  enlighten  our  policy,  and  to 
open  new  sources  of  enterprize,  are  no  longer  deserving 
of  notice  or  enqouragement,  though  so  much  has  beeii 
formerly  expended  in  revolutionary  speculations,  and  on 
inconsistent  plans. 

Before,  however,  I  enter  into  the  principal  and  parti- 
cular points  relating  to  ourselves,  as  the  allies  and  friends 
of  the  entire  Spanish  nation ;  it  becomes  essentially  ne- 
cessary to  establish,  fully,  what  was,  and  yet  is,  according 
to  their  laws  and  charters,  the  relative  situation  of  the 
Spanish  provinces  of  America,  with  regard  to  Spain ;  and 
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to  6?tplain  the  nature  of  the  colonial  policy  tbefein  esfel-* 
bliished,  at  the  time  our, alliance  commenced.  These  eluci* 
^tions,  will  aid  to  a  more  perfect  comprehension  of  the  » 
tauses  of  complaint,  the  redress  sought,  the  consciences 
of  its  denial,  and  what  have  been  the  real  features  and  re* 
iultSj  of  all  the  diflferences  and  insurrections  which  have 
taken  place  up  to  the  present  period  ;  and  I  am  the  more 
induced  to  enter  into  this  previous  digression,,  from  my 
extreme  afixiiety,  that  the  subject  should  be  perfectly 
liiiderstood,  by  your  Royal  Highness,  in  all  its  parts  and 
^relations,  and  because  the  same  has  been  egregiously 
saistated  and  prejudged  amongst  ub« 

§  The  discovery  of  that  immense  range' of  country^ 
extending  from  California,  on  the  one  side,  and  the 
Missisippi  on  the  other,  as  far  as  Cape  Horn ;  washed  by 
the  Atlmitic  and  Pacilic  Oceans,  and  generally  denomi* 
isaited  Spanish  North  and  South  America,  was  due  to  the 
^etat  Columbus,  and  its  principal  conquest  and  settle* 
-ment,  to  Cortes  and  Pizarro,  Both  tide  discovery  and 
conquest  thereof,  were  effected  in  conformity  with  a 
solemn  and  special  contract,  made  by  the  kings  of  Spain, 
with  Columbus  and  his  enterprizing  companions,  o«  whose 
account  and  risk  every  thing  was  to  be  performed.  It 
i^as  ateo,aifterwards,tbe  policy  of  Spain,/dr  «©  discoveries 
or  settlements  to  be  made  at  the  expence  of  the  stute.*  I* 
was  further  agreed,  that  in  consideration  of  the  services 
performed,  the  discoverers  and  conquerors  mere  to  remain 
lords  of  the  country^  the  principal  ones  with  the  titles  of 
marquis,  S^c.f  The  Indigines,  were  also  ta  be  established 

*  FideHerrera,  and,  ako,  Recopilacion  de  las  Leyes  de  indtoi. 
ley  11,  tit.  1,  lib.  4. 

+  Ibid,ley  «3,tit.  3,  Lib.4. 
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#h  the  basis  of  feudal  vassalage,  under  the  plan  o^  eth^ 
comiendas  (or  distributions)  on  consideration  that  they 
were  taught  the  Christian  religion^  to  liee  in  society ^  and 
succoured  and  defended  from  harm  and  injury.  In  con- 
formity to  these  stipulations,  the  first  establishments 
both  in  Hispanola  and  the  Main,  were  on  the  plan  of 
ehcomtendas,  or  a  distribution  of  lands  and  Indians,  in 
proportion  to  the  rank  of  the  discoverers  and  settlers, 
Herrera,  also,  expressly  says,  that  all  th^se  conquests  were 
performed  at  the  expence  of  the  conquerors,  and  not  of 
the  government ;  and  the  whole  histoiy  of  the  conquest 
of  the  new  world,  proves,  that  the  first  proceeds  of  trea- 
fure  obtained,  were  appropriated  to  reftmd  th«lt  part  of 
the  expences  the  crown  had  advanced,  by  way  of  loan 
and  encouragement. 

The  high  dominion  of  theise  new  settlements,  *'  dis^ 
eofiered  and  ty  be  discovered^  was  retained  by  the  kin^, 
•'  on  condition  that  he  did  not  alienate  or  separate  them 
from  i^t  crown  of  Castile^  to  which  they  lo&e  incorporated^ 
eitker  wholly  or  in  part;    in  no  case ^  or  in  favour  of 
uny  one.     Attd  considering**   (concludes  the  Emperor 
Charles   V.)    *Uhe  fidelity    of  our    vassals,    and    the 
pains  which  the  discoverers  and  settlers  experienced  in 
their    discoveries   and    settlements,    and  in    order    thai 
they  may  possess  more  certainty  and^ confidence  of  these 
always  remaining^  united  to   oUr  Royal  crown,  we  pro* 
^isey  and  pledge  our  faith  and  royal  word,  in  behalf 
of  ourselves  and  the  kings  our  successorSj  for  ever  and 
ever,  that  their  cities  and  settlements,  on  no  account  or  rea* 
son,  or  in  favour  of  any  person  whatever^  shall  be  aliens 
ated  or  separated,  wholly  or  in  part ;  and  thai  if  we  or 
any  of  our  successors  should  make  any  gift  or  alienation 
thereof,  contrary  to  this  express  declaration,  the  eamt 
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i%all  he  held  as  null  and  toid*^*  Such  was  the  social 
compact,  or  magna  charta  under  which  the  first  settle^ 
ments  in  Spanish  America  were  established^  and  such 
was  the  tenure  by  which  they  wete  held.  Such  was  the 
solemn  oath  and  pledge,  by  which  Charles  V,  bound 
himself  and  his  successors ;  how  it  has  been  observed, 
the  reader  will  hereafter  be  able  to  judge. 

§  That  great  persecution  and  desolation  which  befet 
the  whole  of  the  new  settlements,  coming  immediately 
after  the  horrors  of  a  conquest,  whose  contemplation 
makes  humanity  shudder,  and  has  for  ever  darkened  the 
annals  of  Cortes  and  Pizarro,  rapidly  brought  the  Indians 
to  an  alarming  state  of  diminution,  and  owing  to  the 
distance  of  the  court,  and  the  depraved  conduct  of  the 
first  chiefs  and  settlers,  every  species  of  crime  was  com« 
mitted  with  impunity.  The  Indian  population  of  the 
Antilles  bad  already  disappeared,  some  had  been  carried 
as  slaves  to  the  Peninsula,  others  were  put  to  work  ih 
the  mines  and  pearl  fisheries,  and  others  applied  to  cari'y 
burdens,  or  to  till  the  ground,  under  imperious  and  cruel 
task  masters^t    Roused  by  such    scenes    of  impiety 


*  Ibid,  ley  l.tit.  l.lib.  3.  Charle§  IV.  In  a  flagrant  Buumer  infringed 
ibis  solemn  pledge,  by  tbe  cession  of  Louisiana  and  tbe  Spanish  part  of 
St.  Domingo,  to  tbe  Frencb. 

f  Robertson,  (vol.  I.  book  S,)  describes  t^  conduct  of  fbe  Spa- 
aiardsto  the  conquered  Indians,  in  the  following  words :  '*  If  the  sini> 
plicity  and  innocence  of  the  Indians,  bad  inspired  the  Spaniards  with 
humanity,  had  softened  the  pride  of  superiority  into  compassion,  and 
bad  induced  them  to  improre  tbe  inhabitants  of  the  new  world,  in* 
<tead  of  oppressing  them,  some  sudden  acts  of  yiolence,  like  the  too 
rigorous  chastisements  of  impatient  instructors,  might  hate  been  r€» 
lated  without  horror.  But,  unfortunately,  this  consciousness  of  supe- 
riority, operated  in  a  different  manner.    The  Spaniardt  were  ao  far 
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and  injustice,  some  venerable  ecclesiastics,  amongst  whom 
the  name  of  Las  Casas  stands  pre-eminent,  remonstrated 
'with  the  king,  and  by  every  means  in  their  power,  sought 
the  relief  of  the  oppressed  aborigines.  Inspectors,  corn- 
gedors,  and  audiencias,  or  h'.gh  courts  of  justice,  were 
sent  over  to  serve  as  mounds,  to  the  torrent  of  disorders 
that  had  overran  the  country ;  and  a  supreme  council, 
called  of  the  Indies,  was  established  at  home,  to  watch 
over  the  fulfillment  of  the  laws  enacted,  and  the  royal 
'  orders  transmitted  to  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic,*  but 
especially  to  protect  the  Indians.  By  these  establish- 
ments, and  by  the  new  enactions  of  Charles  V.  (exclusively 
emanating  from  the  Tiumane  exertions  of  the  benevolent 
Las  Casas,)  the  situation  of  the  Indians  was  bettered ;  but 
they  still  retained  the  principal  appendages  of  feudal  vas- 
salage, rendered  doubly  galling  by  the  avarice  of  their 
masters,  and  doubly  grievous  by  the  distance  of  the 
fountain  of  redress.  The  latter  circumstance,  also,  was 
the  cause  of  many  of  the  projected  ameliorations  and 

far  adv:aaced  beyosd  the  natives  of  America  in  improvement  of  every 
kind>  that  they  viewed  them  with  contempt.  They  conceived  the 
Americans  to  be  beings  of  an  inferior  nature,  who  were  not  entitled 
to  the  rights  and  privileges  of  men.  In  peace,  they  subjected  them 
to  servitude:  in  war,  they  paid  no  regard  to  those  laws,  which,  bj  9 
tacit  convention  between  contending  nations,  regulate  hostility,  and 
set  some  bounds  to  its  rage.  '  They  considered  them,  not  as  men 
fighting  in  defence  of  their  liberty,  but  as  slaves,  who  had  revolted 
against  their  masters.  Their  caciques  when  taken,  were  condemned, 
lili^e  tlie  leaders  of  banditti,  to  the  most  cruel  and  ignominious  pu- 
nishments, and  all  their  subjects,  without  regarding  the  distinction  of 
ranks  established  amongst  them,  were  reduced  to  the  same  state  of 
abject  slavery." — Alas,  and  are  not  the  scenes  of  the  Hut  conquests^ 
renewed  in  the  horrors  of  the  present  insurrections  ? 
*  Vide  Revol.  Mej^ico,  torn.  ir.  lib.  14* 
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/modifications  of  the  kings  of  Spain,  being  scarcely  CYcr 
carried  into  effect.* 

§  Gradually,  the  encomiendas  and  repartimientos  of  Irt^ 
dians, excepting  in  the  workingof  mines,  were  abolished  ; 
and  in  lieu  of  these  primitive  grants  and  privileges,  the 
settlers  and  their  posterity   received,  as  compensation, 
others;  amongst  which  were,  their  being  entitled  to  a 
preference  of  offices  and  trusts  in  their  own  country;!  their 
being  declared  nobles  of  the  kingdoms  of  Castile  according 
to  the  privileges,  laws,  and  customs  of  Spain,  &c.&c4 
According  to  Solorzano,  the  kings  of  Spain  also  entered 
into  specific  agreements  with  the  primitive  bishops,  pur- 
porting, that  the  Creoles,  or  descendants  of  the  conquerors 
;  and  settlers,  should  have  the  right  of  holding  the  chief 
ecclesiastical  dignities,  &c.  &c.  ||    The  same  stipulations 
were  afterwards  confirmed,  in  theory  at  least,  by  varioqs 
successive  ccdulas,  cr  royal  decrees,  still  extant  in  the  laws 
of  the  Indies;  nor  were  they  in  any  way  unreasonable, 
when  it  is  remembered,  that  the  new  world  was  discover- 
ed, ccnquered,  and  settled  at  the  expence,  and  with  the 
blood  and  exertions  of  the  first  adventurers;  who,  besides, 
defrayed  the  charges  of  the  primitive  churches,  and  after- 
wards maintained  the  ministers  of  the  altar,  with  the 
tythes  of  their  proi>erty ;  the  king  being  debited  only  with 
a  th'rd  part  of  the  expences  of  the  first  cathedrals,  and  of 

*  The  Breve  RelacioTtt  &c.  of  Las  Casks,  (lately  reprinted  in 
London  gives  the  most  lamentable  account  that  can  be  iuiao^ined, 
of  the  sufferings  of  the  primitive  Indians :  for  which  reason  it  was 
prohibited  by  the  government  of  Spain. 

t  Ibid.  ley  Sand  5,  tit.  6.  lib.  4. 

i  ^bid,  lib.  6.   - 

II  Ibid,  ley  32,  tit.  2,  lib.  2,  and  ley.  29,  tit.  6,  lib.  1.  Sjlurzano 
Polit.  lad.  hb.  3.  cap.  14. 
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some  parish  churches,*  This  principle  of  preference  in 
favour  of  the  Creoles,  was  still  carried  further ;  so  much 
so,  that  all  foreigners,  amongst  whom  are  enumerated, 
such  as  are  not  naturalized  in  Castile,  viz.  Aragonese,  Ca- 
talans, Valencians,  &c.  though  allowed  to  go  over  to  reside 
or  traffic  there,  were  not  eligible  to  any  ecclesiastical 
benefice  in  Spanish  America,  not  even  when  named  by 
the  iting  himself.f  Thus  it  was,  that  to  empower  the 
Navarrans,  naturalized  in  Castile,  for  the  above  purposes, 
an  express  law  of  the  Indies  became  necessary.  + 

With  regard  to  temporal  dignities  and  offices,  the  laws 
are  not  less  explicit.  Many  royal  decrees  contained 
amongst  the  laws  of  the  Indies,  expressly  declare,  "  that 
in  all  cases  of  government,  justice^  administration  of  finance^ 
commissions,  encomiendas  of  Indians,  ^c.  thefrst  disco* 
verers,  then  the  pacificators^  and  lastly  the  settlers,  and 
those  born  in  the  said  provinces''  (of  America)  "  are  to  be 
preferred.''  Nor  are  these,  and  many  others  that  might  be 
named,  vain  arid  pompous  privileges,  granted  at  the  in- 
stance of  flattery,  extorted  in  any  undue  manner,  or  ob- 
tained without  the  surrendry  of  good  equivalents  and  con- 
sideration. On  the  contrary,  they  form  the  basis  of  the 
social  compact,  instituted  between  the  kings  of  Spain  and 
the  first  conquerors  and  settlers,  on  behalf  of  themselves 
and  their  posterity  ;  who  thus  ceded  up  to  the  crown  of 
Castile,  those  regions  they  had  discovered  by  their  enter- 
prize,  won  by  their  blood,  and  settled  with  their  own  for- 
tunes, on  condition  that  they,  the  said  kings,  kept  the  com* 
pacts  and  agreements  contained  in  the  laics  of  the  Indies^ 

*  Ibid,  ley  «,  lit.  9,  lib.  1.  et  alibU 
+  Ibid,  ley  31,  lit.  6,  lib.  I. 
t  Ibid,  ley  32,  lit.  6,  lib   1 

C    2 
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wherein  they  are  termed  prlvlieges ;  the  basis  of  which   , 
has  been  just  quoted.* 

•  §  Even  the  Indians,  in  accepting  the  dominion  of  Spain, 
came  under  certain  stipulations,  called  in  the  laws,  capitu^ 
lations ;  by  which  their  rights  were  defined,  and  their  re- 
lative situation,  as  social  beings,  was  established.  Charles 
V.  after  the  consultation  held  with  Las  Casas,  at  Valla- 
dolid,  in  1545,  declared,  that  the  wars  waged  against  them 
were  unjust  and  tyrannical;  and  even  prior  to  that  period, 
in  l5S7j  it  had  been  decreed,  that  those  of  their  laws  and-  ' 
customs,  which  were  not  opposed  to  the  spirit  of  the 
Christian  religion^  should  be  observed  with  equal  force, 
as  if  they  had  been  specially  decreed  by  the  king.  An 
acknowledgment  was  made  of  their  classes  and  nobility; 
these  were  exempted  from  tribute,  as  were  also  their  caci- 
ques, lords,  magistrates,  and  governors,  who  were,  besides, 
allowed  the  right  of  addressing  the  king  in  person.  The 
compacts  formed  with  the  Indians  of  Tlaxcala  and  others, 
in  consideration  of  their  auxiliary  aid,  are,  also,  seen  in  the 
respective  accounts  of  the  Mexican  and  Peruvian  con- 
quests. After  the  establishment  of  Spanish  power,  when 
any  insurrections  amongst  the  Indians  occurred,  the  kings 
always  ordered  new  privileges,  grants,  and  exemptions  to 
be  offered  to  them,  as 'a  means  of  pacification;  and  every 
thing,  in  theory  at  least,  tended  to  inspire  them  with  con- 
fidence, in  the  solemn  pledges  and  promises  made  to 
them.t  Remesal  observes,  that  the  laws  and  compacts 
made  in  favour  of  the  Indians,  are,  in  substance,  mere  con- 
clusions, drawn  from  the  writings  of  Las  Casas,  in  which, 

*  Vide,  La  Revolucion  de  Mexico,  tore.  9,  ]ib.  U,  lately  printed 
in  London,  wherein  this  point  ig  treated  at  full  length   and  with  great 
erudition. 

t  Ibid,  ley  9,  tit.  4,  lib.  4. 
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having^proved  the  injustice  and  horrors  of  the  conquests, 
he  argued  that  the  kings  of  Spain,  as  the  protectors  of 
the  gonpel  (the  only  title  by  which  the  new  world  was  at 
first  lield*)were  rigorously  bound  in  justice,  not  to  injure 
them  in  their  natural  rights,  property,  OEpersons.t  In  , 
numberless  other  royal  orders  and  decrees,  it  is  further 
commanded,  to  "  treat  the  Indians  well;  as  free  me?i,  and 
vassals  of  the  croion  of  Castile^  as  in  fact  they  are.'*  Thug 
by  the  laws  themselves,  the  legislative  power  over  the 
Indians,  is  not  left  absolute  and  arbitrary  in  the  hands  of 
the  monarch  himself,  much  less  so,  in  those  of  the  self 
created  governments  of  Spain. 

Even  the  social  footing  of  the  negroes  in  Spanish 
America,  was  established  by  a  solemn  compact,  made 
between  Bayano  their  king,  and  the  Marquis  de  Canete, 
viceroy  of  Peru,  in  1557*  According  to  Garcilassp,J 
they  then  agreed  to  lay  down  their  arms,  on  condition 
that  they  were  allowed  to  settle  as  natives  of  the  coun- 
try, and  had  the  privilege  of  freeing  theniselves,  whgi 
ever  they  were  possessed  of  the  requisite  funds.||  Their 
free  descendants  of  colour,  are  consequently  entitled  to 
the  rights  of  their  forefathers,  yet,  as  will  hereafter  be 
seen,  the  Cortes  themselves  have  not  only  deprived  them 
of  the  right  of  citizenship,  but  have  even  excluded  them 
from  the  general  census. 

§  Thus  does  it  appear,  that  from  the  time  of  queen  Isa* 

*  Vide  AIoDzo  de  jedas  address  to  the  Indians,  in  'Robertson^s 
History  of  America,  vol.  1,  note  23,  page  269  $  also  Pope  Alexander 
sixth's  Grant,  and  queen  Isabella's  will. 

+  Revolucion  de  Mexico,  torn.  2,  lib.  14. 

+  Cement  del  Peru,  part  2,  lib.  3,  cap.  3. 

11  The  price  foi^  freeing  a  prime  negro,  fixed  by  law,  is  300  dollars, 
which  not  being  left  to  the  will  of  the  master,  as  in  our  colonies  andb 
those  of  the  French,  greatly  promotes  emancipation. 
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bella,  the  Spanish  settlements  were  inseparably  united 
and  incorporated  with  the  crown  of  Castile;  and  a» 
before  noticed,  Charles  V.  took  a  solemn  oath,  for  him- 
self and  his  successors,  never  to  alienate  or  disunite  them. 
Thiey  were  united,  even  on  more  favourable  terms  than 
Andalusia  and  Galicia  had  been,  for  they  retained  their 
.^  own  rights  and  privileges,  whereas  the  constitutions  of 
the  latter,  were  absorbed  in  that  of  Castile.  Aragon, 
Portugal,  Italy,  and  Flanders,  vrere,  atone  period  of  the 
Spanish  monarchy,  on  a  similar  footing  with  the  Indies, 
and  had  in  Spain  their  respective  supreme  councils, 
similar  to  that  destined  to  govern  the  American  pro- 
vinces.* It  was  ordered  also  to  erase  from  the  laws  of 
the  Indies^  all  title,  name,  or  idea  of  conquest;  and  as 
before  stated,  the  Indians  were  not  only  declared  free, 
but  also  subjects  of  the  king,  the  same  as  the  Castilians.  t 
§Thekings  themselves,  never  addressed  their  Ameri- 
can provinces,  by  the  name  of  colonies,  but  always  gave 
them  the  title  of  Jcingdoms  ;  nor  is  the  former  denomina- 
tion to  be  met  with  in  the  laws  of  the  Indies.  The  ap- 
pellation of  kingdoms  was  even  enacted  by  an  express 
law.  Charles  V.  was,  at  that  time,  also  emperor  of  Flan- 
ders and  of  Italy,  but  on  his  coins  was  alone  engraved, 
Emperor  of  Spain  and  of  the  Indies,  and  in  some  of  the 
Royal  decrees  of  Philip  II.  he  styles  himself  Emperor  of 
the  Indies,  on\y.  As  the  governing  system  of  the  American 
provinces  improved,*  viceroys,  not  factories,  were  sent 
over  to  govern  them;  with  the  full  representation  of  alter 

*  Revoliici«n  de  Mexico,  lorn.  2,  lib.  14. 

+  The  incorporation  of  Spanish  America  w^s  decreed  by  Charles  V. 
in  Barcelona,  1 4th  of  Sept.  1519,  confirraed  by  Donna  Juana  in  Valla- 
dolid,  9th  of  July,  15^0  ;  in  Pamplona,  2Snd  of  Oct.  1523  ;  in  Monzon^ 
7th  of  Dec.  154t,  by  Philip  U. ;  in  Madrid,  July  18,  1563,  and 
Charles  IL— 
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ego,  a  (lenoniinatlon  not  even  given  to  some  of  the  vice- 
roys of  provinces,  in  the  Peninsula  itself.*  Chanceries 
and  Audiencias, or  high  courts  of  justice,  were  established, 
with  the  Same  privileges  and  pre-eminence  as  those  of 
Spain  J  also,  universities,  on  the  same  footing  as  that  of 
Salamanca,  and  municipalities,  as  in  the  Peninsula.  The 
archbishops  and  bishops  were  made  independent  of 
Spain,  and  of  even  each  other.  The  Spanish  American 
provinces,  were,  moreover,  allowed  to  hold  their  Cortes 
of  thfe  deputies  of  the  cities  and  towns ;  and  in  New 
Spain,  the  capital  of  Mexico  held  the  first  place,  as 
Burgos  'did  in  the  Cortes  of  Castile.  In  the  Cortes  of 
the  south  division  of  America,  Cusco,  from  being  the 
ancient  seat  of  the  Incas  of  Peru,  was  entitled  to  the  first , 
place.t  Nor  ought  it  be  forgotten,^this  is  a  privilege  which 
even  the  province  of  Galicia  in  Spain,  never  obtained. 

This  right,  was,  indeed,  never  exercised  in  America, 
but  it  never  was  revoked.  It  was  decreed,  by  Charles  V, 
in  1530,  and  the  privilege  of  Tlaxcala  having  the  second 
scat,  immediately  lifter  Mexico,  in  the  Cortes  of  New 
55pain,  was  granted  by  Charles  I.  on  March  13,  1535,  and 
confirmed  by  Phillip  11.  on  July  16,  1563.  Even  in  . 
Spain,  during  the  reign.of  Charles  V,  the  usage  of  assem- 
bling Cortes  ceased ;  for  the  regent  Cisneros,  overturning 
the  barriers  which  had  been  placed  by  the  people,  to 
check  the  arbitrary  conduct  of  their  sovereigns,  by  means 

*  The  viceroy  of  Navarre  alone,  had  a  similar  denomination,  be- 
cause this  kingdom,  like  those  of  America,  veas  dependent  only  on 
the  kin<j ;  nor  was  any  law  promulgated  in  Spain,  binding  therein, 
unless  accepted  by  its  own  Cortes.  Vide  Revolucion  de  Mexico, 
tom»  2,  lib.  14,  etaiibi. 

(     t  Vide,  Rccop.  Leycs  Ind.  by  2,  lit.  8,  lib.  4  ;  a!so,  Rc^  Ceduladc 
25  dc  Marzo,  1535  j  also  Ibid,  lib.  4,11^^8,  lib.  4,  et  alibi* 
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of  the  armed  force  he  had  at  his  command,  excluded  the 
grandees  and  prelates  from  the  Cortes  in  1538;. thereby 
reducing  this  popular  representation  solely  to  the  depu- 
ties of  .the  towns  and  cities,  from  whom  he  stood  in  need 
of  subsidies  for  the  public  service.  From  that  time,  the 
Cortes  declined,  in  such  a  way,  as  to  become  a  mere 
ceremony,  to  swear  in  a  new  king;  and  in  fact,  the  gene- 
ral Cortes  were  never  since  assembled  for  public  business, 
till  lately  in  La  Isla  de  Leon. 

§  The  whole  of  Spanish  America,  as  before  stated,  was 
governed  by  a  supreme  council,  called  of  the  Indies, 
equal  in  honours  and  in  power  with  that  of  Castile,  and 
so  independent  of  it,  and  of  all  other  branches  of  govern- 
ment, that  no  law  premulgated  in  Spain,  nor  even  a  bull 
of  the  Pope,  was  legal  or  valid  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Atlantic,  imless  authorized  by  the  seal  of  the  said  coun- 
cil of  the  Indies.  Like  that  of  Castile,  it  was  further 
empowered  to  enact  laws  relating  to  America,  in  con- 
currence with  the  king,  A  code  of  particular  laws,  was 
also  given  to  the  American  provincep?  but  the  monarch- 
ical constitution,  was  declared  equally  extending  to 
them, 

§  Such  were  the  rights,  privileges,  and  equality  granted 
and  sanctioned  by  the  respective  sovereigns  of  Spain,  to 
the  discoverers  and  settlers  of  the  new  world;  such  as 
they  arc  yet  found  in  their  own  legislative  code,  and  in 
the  primitive  grants,  charters,  and  compacts,  on  which 
their  possession  of  these  countries,  was  founded.  From 
these  faithful  sources,  it  is,  as  well  as  from  the  ancient 
histories  of  the  conquest,  that  the  above  grounds  have 
been  extracted.  Hence  may  it  fairly  be  deduced,  that 
the  relative  situation  of  the  ultramarine  provinces  to 
Spain^  originally,  was  not  that  of  dependent  colonies  on* 
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a  parent  state;  but  that  they  were,  by  their  own  prero- 
gatives, and  by  the  laws  themselves,  made  equal  with 
Castile,  and  were  even  placed  on  a  more  eligible  footing 
than  their  sister  provinces  of  the  Peninsula,  which,  like 
themselves,  had  been  successively  added  to  the  said 
crown  of  Castile.  It  further  results,  that  the  king  was 
their  chief,  if  not,  only  and  immediate  bond  of  union. 

Humboldt,  who  was  not  only  theoretically  conver- 
sant with  the  legislation  of  Spanish  America,  but  also 
confessedly,  the  most  accurate  and  enlightened  observer 
who  has  visited  those  long  secluded  regions,  expressly 
says,  "  that  the  Kings  of  Spain,  by  taking  the  title  of 
Kings  of  the  Indies,  have  considered  these  distant  pos- 
sessions, rather  as  integral  parts  of  the  Spanish  monar- 
chy, as  provinces  dependent  on  the  crown  of  Castile, 
tban  as  colonies  in  the  sense  attached  to  this  word,  since 
the  sixteenth  century,  by  the  commercial  nations  of  Eu- 
rope.*    In  another  part  of  the  same  work,  he  adds, 
**  According  to  old  Spanish  laws,  each  viceroyalty  is  not 
governed  as  a  domain  of  the  crown,  but  as  an  insulated 
province,  separated  froiix  the  mother  country.    All  the 
institutions,  that  together  form  an  European  government, 
are  to  be  found  in  the  Spanish  colonies,  which  we  might 
compare  to  a  system  of  confederated  states,  were  the  co- 
lonists not  deprived  of  several  important  rights  in  their 
commercial  relations  with  the  old  world. f     Solorzano, 
one  of  the  compilers  of  the  laws  of  the  Indies,  and  be- 
sides, one  of  the  most  learned  of  the  Spanish  juriscon- 
sults of  his  time,  confesses,  "  that  the  Indies  were  in- 
corporated to  the  crown  of  Castile,  as  feudatory  kin^- 

♦  Egsai  Politique,  chap.  18,  Iili.5. 
f  Ibid,  chap,  6,  liv.  13. 
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doms,  or  as  the  mimiclpia  of  the  Romans,  without  losing 
any  of  their  rights,  forms,  privileges,  &c.* 

Id  strict  accord  with  the  laws  of  the  Indies,  and  con- 
formably to  the  records  of  the  discovery,  conquest,  and. 
settlement  of  the  great  continent  of  Spanish  America,  it 
plainly  results,  that  its  constitution  was  founded  on  mu- 
tual compacts  made  with  the  lirst  conquerors  and  the 
indigenes^  guaranteed  by  the  faith  of  kings';  and  after- 
wards modeled  on  such  laws  and  charters  as  were  suc- 
cessively emitted,  according  to  circumstances,  and  the  re- 
lative situation  in  which  the  conquerors  and  settlers 
stood,  whilst  their  rights  and  privileges  were  yet  fresh 
and  undisputed.  No  part  of  these  same  rights,  was  ever 
Rurrendered  up  by  the  original  settlers  or  their  descend- 
ants; and  the  present  natives  of  Spanish  America,  as 
their  direct  and  lawful  heirs,  of  course,  have  inherited 
every  prerogative  thereby  solemnly  pledged  to  their 
forefathers,  and  sanctioned  by  the  most  solemn  govern- 
mental faith. 

§  Experience  had,  indeed,  proved>  that  these  laws, 
rights,  charters  and  privileges,  had  long  been  tramp- 
led upon,  and  that,  in  their  steady  had  been  substituted  a 

-  practical  colonial  policy,  undoubtedly  adapted  to  insure 
conti^ol,  as  far  as  ignorance  and  abjection  could  depress 
the  mind,  «o  as  to  take  from  its  energy,  and  make  servi- 
tude habitual.  But,  as  the  ultramarine  provinces,  have, 
already  been  proved,  equal  in  their  ancient  constitution 
with  those  of  Spain,  independent  of  her  councils  and 

'tribunals,  and  equal  in  rights,  as  well  by  virtue  of  their 
subsequent  Iftws,  as  by  their  primitive  social  compact, 
this  abuse  became  not  only  unjust,  but  also  unwarrant- 
able; and  the  natives  are  .now  fully  authorized  to  sue 

*  Pollt.  Ind.  lib.?,  cap.  27. 
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for  its  removal.  If  such,  moreover,  were  their  rights, 
privileges,  and  prerogatives;  if  such  was  the  social  com- 
pact originally  and  solemnly  instituted  in  favour  of  the 
first  settlers,  and  if  these  agreements  have  not  been  ful- 
filled to  their  children,  the  present  generation,  as  their 
rightful  inheritors,  are  justifiable  in  claiming,  and  in  re- 
covering them  by  every  means  in  their  power ;  and  their 
being  any  longer  withheld,  is  an  act  of  tyranny  on  the 
part  of  the  Spanish  government.  Nay,  by  their  long 
forbearance,  they  are  doubly  entitled  to  insist  on  the  due 
performance  of  a  convention,  strengthened  by  as  ex- 
plicit and  binding  acts  of  the  legislature,  as  sagacity  could 
frame,  and  language  express. 

§  By  the  force  of  habit,  and  the  pressure  of  despotism, 
as  well  as  by  the  exclusion  from  the  perusal  of  every 
thiisg  liberal  and  enlightened,  gradually  the  Spanish 
Americans,  instead  of  equal  subjects,  had  become  de- 
pendent vassals,  and  their  rights  and  privileges,  were 
scarcely  to  be  found,  but  in  their  Statute  books.  Were 
these,  however,  to  be  examined  carefully,  and  the  pri- 
mitive history  of  the  ultramarine  provinces  to  be  atten- 
tively perused,  it  would  not  only  appear,  that  their  sole 
bond  of  political  union  with  the  mother  country,  was 
the  person  of  the  king;  but,  that,  from  being  in  their 
constitution  independent  of  every  branch  of  government, 
not  inimediately  and  directly  emanating  from  him,  when 
this  bond  became  dissolved,  they  naturally  re-assumed 
all  their  political  and  social  rights,  as  free  men.  The 
powerful  confraternity  which  united  tlie  Spanish  in- 
habitants of  both  hemispheres,  and  their  reciprocal  and 
social  connections,  naturally  prescribed  the  propriety 
and  necessity  of  preserving  this  union;  yet,  it  is>  at  the 
tame  time,  certain,  that  prior  to  the  unjustifiable  abuse 
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into  which  this  colonial  policy  had  sunk,  no  other  mea- 
sure of  government  had  been  employed,  to  secure  this 
union  and  to  give  it  efject,  than  that  of  annexing  and  in- 
corporating the  new  world  to  the  Spanish  crown,  under 
the  title  of  kingdoms,  nor  had  long  aud  abject  submis- 
sion, effaced  the  only  title,  by  which  the  kings  always  ad- 
dressed their  distant  provinces. 

The  heading  of  the  royal  decree,  published  in  th« 
year  1524,  for  the  creation  of  the  supreme  council  of  the 
5  Indies,  makes  use  of  no  other  term.  It  is  as  follows. 
•*  And  considering  the  great  benefits  and  favours^  which, 
from  the  Almighty  we  have  received,  and  are  daily  re- 
ceiving from  the  increase  and  extension  of  the  kingdoms 
(reynos)  and  lordships  of  our  Indies;  and  sensible  of  the 
great  obligations  and  duties  thereby  iniposed  upon  us  ; 
and  anxious  on  our  part  to  establish  the  proper  means 
that  the  said  kingdoms  and  lordships  may  be  governed 
in  due  manner,  &c.  &c.  we  hereby  order  and  decree, 
that  a  supreme  council  of  the  Indies  be  created,"  &c.  &c.* 
Such  is  not  only  the  general,  but,  also,  the  exclusive  ap- 
pellation given  by  the  kings  of  Spain  to  their  provinces 
on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic,  nor  is  the  term  colonies 
to  be  met  with  in  their  laws,  or  in  the  royal  orders  suc- 
cessively transmitted  to  them. 

§  The  inhabitants  thereof,  are,  consequently,  in  right, 
and  in  the  eye  of  the  law,  no  more  colonial  vassals,  than 
are-those.of  the  provinces  of  Spain  conquered  from  the 
Moors,t  nor  were  the  authorities,  had  they  only  kept 

*  Rocop.  de  leyes  lad,  ley  1.  tft.  2.  lib.  2. 

+  Seville,  according  to  Mariana  (Hist.  Gener.  de  Espana.  til.  1. 
lib.  13.  cap.  9.)  was  conquered  from  the  Moorish  Kino;  Axataje,  by 
St.  Ferdinand,  who  annexed  it  to  the  crown  of  Castile  and  peopled 
it,    Nor  was  this  long  before  the  discovery  of  America,  whijch,  ac- 
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within  their  original  bounds,  constituted  in  any  other 
tnanner,  than  those  which  administered  the  duties  of 
government   in   the   Peninsula.      So  explicit  was  the 
ancient  legislation  of  Spain,  in  this  particular,  that  the 
whole  of  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  Creoles,  stand 
coeval  with  the  mutual  compacts  made  between  the 
monarch  and  the  first  conquerors ;   und  as  before  stated, 
the  whole  were  consigned  to  the  very  code  that  was  ta 
govern  them.    The  American  provinces,  consequently, 
were  not  manors  conferred  by  the  sovereign  on  the  king- 
doms of  Spain ;   they  were  not  given  in  fealty  to  any 
_  class  of  inhabitants  in  the  Peninsula^  nor  to  any  indi- 
vidual or  intermediate  corporation  between  the  crown 
find  themselves;  yet,  tantamount  would  have  become 
their  political  footing,  if  every  thing  pretended  by  the 
late  government  of  Spain,  and  the  monopolists  of  Cadiz^ 
was  carried  into  full  effect.     No,  they  are  yet,  and  ever 
were,  in  point  of  right,  justice,  and  reason,  considered  as 
incorporated,  and  consequently  equal  dominions,  nor  had 
they  ev€^r  acknowledged  any  link  of  the  feudal  chain, 
now  attempted  to  be  imposed  upon  them.    Their  bond 
of  union  was  the  same,  as  that  by  which  the  successors  of 
Ferdinand  the  Catholic,  held  the  kingdoms  of  Aragon 
and  Castile. 

§  In  another  point  of  view,  it  would  be  unjust  to  con- 
sider the  Spanish  American  provinces,  as  held  in  colonial 
dependence  by  Spain,  under  the  pretext  that  Spaniards 

cordingly,  was  placed  on,  at  least,  an  equally  eligible  footin^^,  yet  itt 
the  late  reTolution,  Seville  becomes  the  seat  of  government,  and  iU 
Junta  dictates  laws  to  the  whole  of  the  Spanish  monarchy.  Granada, 
Mtircia,  and  Jaen,  were  dependent  on  the  crown  of  Castile,  but  in- 
dependent of  each  other,  so  that  their  relative  situatioB  greatly  re* 
sembled  that  of  Spanish  America. 
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»nd  Spanish  property,  were  employed  in  their  conqaest 
and  settlement.    The  discoverers  and  conquerai^  were' 
all  volunteers,  their  pay  and  reward  were  in  the  country 
to  which  they  were  bound;   and  instead  of  returning 
borne,  they  remained  and  settled  on  the  land  they  bac^ 
gained  by  their  enterprize  and  personal  sacrifices ;   and 
the  fVuits  of  their  h.i)OLur,  with  all  the  prerogatives  there- 
by acquired,  have  natumlly  descended  to  their  rightful ' 
succession^    With  regard  to  the  funds  laid  out  by  the 
crown,  and  certainly  Isabella  pledged  some  of  her  jewels 
for  the  expedition  of  Columbus,  so  great  was  the^overty 
of  the  Peninsula  prior  to  the  conquest  of  America,  Her- 
lera,  as  before  noticed,  expressly  asserts,  that  all  thes^ 
advances  were  refunded,  and  th^it  the  conquerors,  alone^ 
bore  the  expence.  Robertson  also  observes,  that  "  though 
the  name  of  Ferdinand  appeared,  conjointly,  with  that  of 
Isabella,  in  the  compact  signed  with  Columbus,  as  king  of 
Anagon,  he  bore  none  of  the  expence/'*    Diego  Velas- 
quez)  his  friends,  and  Cortes,  payed  for  the  Cuba  equip- 
ment, which  g^ve  to  the  Spanish  crown  the-empire  ot 
New  Spain;  and  the  outfits  of  Pizarro,  for  the  conquest 
of  Peru,  were  borne  by  himself,  Diego  Almagro,  and 
Hernando  Lugue,  canon  of  Panami,  who  all  agreed  to 
share  the  profits  obtained,  according  to  the  substance  of 
the  original  contract,  found  in  Herrera,  Dec.  3»  lib,  (>. 
cap.  13*    Nay,  it  seems,  that  the  commissions  and  au- 
thorities for  the  discoveries  and  conquests,  were  all  the 
sovereigns  contributed;  and  it  would  be  hard  if  the  grant 
of  a  Pope,  had  more  force  than  the  specific  services  and 
expended  property  of  the  first  adventurers. 

But  even  supposing  that  some  of  the  crown  funds 
had  renlained  uncovered  in  the  bi^ginnhig,  (a  circunif- 

*  Hist.  Amcr.  voL  1.  book  ?. 
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stance  impoSssible,  whisn  we  consider  tlie  slender  outfits, 
and  the  quantity  of  funds  successively  remitted  from 
Hispanola  and  the  main,  as  soon  as  they  were  conquered) 
it  cannot  be  denied,  that  they  have  long  since  been  re- 
funded with  incalculable  interest;  since  the  Spanish 
American  continent  alone,  by  Humboldt,  is  calculated  to 
have  afforded  to  the  world,  and  principally  to  Spain,  the 
enormous  sum  of  .£1,223,23 1,434  sterl.,  or  5,706,700,000 
dollars,  in  gold  and  silver,*  besides  rich  productions; 
and  this  within  a  period  of  311  years,  viz.  from  li92  to 
1803. 

§  Neither,  therefore,  can  the  plea  of  the  conquest  being 
performed  by  Spaniards,  nor  that  of  the  primitive  funds 
expended,  belonging  to  the  crown,  even  if  this  were  the 
case,  amount  to  any  right  or  excuse  for  the  King  of 
Spain  himself,  much  less  the  provisional  governments 
which  have,  since  his  seizure,  governed  in  his  name,  to 
hold  the  Spanish  American  provinces  in  absolute  de- 
pendence and  abject  subjection ;  since  force,  and  not  the 
consent  ©f  the  latter,  had  produced  a  departure  from 
their  original  compacts.  Neither  are  the  inhabitants  of 
the  trans -atlan tic  states,  to  be  blamed  or  punished  for 
the  abuses  into  which  the  Madrid  government  had  gra- 
dually fallen,  or  for  the  decline,  instead  of  the  rise,  which 
might  have  been  expected  from  such  valuable  acquisi- 
tions. If  Spain  has  squandered  away  the  resources,  the 
former  has  so  long  and  so  abundantly  poured  into  her 
lap,  she  atone  is  answerable  for  her  own  mismanage- 
ment and  profusion;  but  to  be  divested  of  the  common 
feelings  of  gratitude  to  her  American  brethren,  is  a 
charge  for  which  she  is  answerable  to  the  whole  world. 

*  Vide  Humboldt  Pol.  Essaij&c.  chap.  11. 
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If  Spain  has  not  profited  by  this  great  accession  of  wealth 
ami  strength,  she  owed  to  the  entgrprize  of  the  great  and 
immortal  Columbusj  it  has  been  owing  to  the  weakness  of 
her  past  governments;  and  if  she  now  treats  the  American 
provinces  unjustly,  it  is  only  the  second  part  of  her  in- 
gratitude to  their  venerable  discoverer.  If  she  had  arrived 
at  the  degraded  state  in  which  she  stood,  when  he/patri- 
otic  cause  broke  out,  it  was  in  consequence  of  the  efforts 
of  her  government,  and  of  its  agents,  to  destroy  every 
germ  of  industry,  liberality,  and  useful  knowledge  on  the 
other  side  of  the  Atlantic;  by  which  means,  the  little  she 
herself  possessed,  has  been  directly  undermined,  and  she 
has  thus  gradually  fallen  into  a  worse  state,  than  that  she 
attempted  to  bring  upon  the  American  provinces. 

Neglecting  her  own  resources  at  home,  Spain  was  in- 
flated with  the  magnitude  and  splendour  of  treasures, 
which  passed  from  her  as  soon  as  received,  and  which  she 
afterwards  was  unable  ta  find,  but  on  her  custom-house 
books  of  entry.  She  considered  herself  rich,  without 
possessing  more  than  the  shadow ;  and  powerful,  without 
being  sensible  of  her  own  weakness;  till  at  last,  debilita- 
ted on  every  side,  she  fell  into  a  system  of  jealousy  aqd 
distrust,  which  became  the  more  sensible  in  the  ultrama- 
rine provinces,  from  the  distance  of  the  fountain  of 
power  and  redress.  If,  lioweter,  by  the  sacrifices  one  part 
of  the  monarchy  has  made  for  the  other,  the  present  rights 
of  the  Americans  are  to  be  measured,  what  has  Spain  ta 
throw  into  the  scale  against  300  years  of  slavery,  not  only 
in  its  essence  illegal,  but  in  its  form  unnatural;  during 
which  period  of  time,  the  great  resources  of  America, 
(with  the  exception  of  the  mines,  the  only  object  which 
has  absorbed  the  attention  of  Spain,  to  the  incalculable 
sacrifice  of  Indian  lives)  have  been  rendered  useless,  by 
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*n^  being  called  forth;  during  which,  an  illiberal  and  de^  . 
'structive  system  of  government  has  prevailed,  the  arts  and' 
•sciences  have  been  precluded,  and  in  short,  religion  itself 
h^been  degraded,  in  order  to  support  despotism,  by  its 
'influence.  What  adequate  compensation,  then,  (:an  tbe 
present  regenerated  government  of  the  Peninsula,  make  to 
SpanishAmertca,foraU  these  privations  and  sacrifices,  and 
for  so  long"  and  flagrant  an  invasion  of  sacted  rights,  which 
<tlie  feriner  governments  had  so  solemnly  guaranteed  ? 
Andy  yet;  if  Spanish  America  has  been  able,  in  some 
measure,  to  rise  superior  to  ail  these  clogs;  if  under  such 
%hackles/,the  minds  of  her  inhabitants,  as  Humb6ldt  him- 
self observes,  have  been  able  to  expand  to  an  astonishing 
and  uneiqiected  degree :  this  is  not  to  be  attributed  to 
the  ccmdescension  of  their  oppressors,  but  to  the  nature 
and  genius  of  the  natives  themselves,  aickd  by  the  influ- 
ence of  climate,  and  in  consequence  of  their  ardour  in 
searching  after  books,  notwithstanding  the  prohibitions 
of  government.  If,  they  have  beenaUe  to  overcome  ob- 
'stades  laid  intheir  way  by  the  hand  of  despotism,  from 
flnotives  of  je^ou^  and  distrust,  the  merit  is  due  to  them* 
adves  alone,  and  they  are  entitled  to  claim  all  its  conse* 
quent  benefitii  Neither  are  the  advances  made  in  litera* 
^me,  in  civiiiitetiosi,  and  in  social  relations,  in  which  the 
Ameiicaim,have  proportionably  surpassed  their  European 
brethren,  now  to  be  urged  against  tliem,  as  further  mo^ 
tives  for  persecution,  or>  as  a  pleia  to  bring  them  b^dc  to 
Aat  state  of  abject  degradation,  which  the  arms  of  ibft 
'^paniA  despots,  intend  to  entail  upon  them. 

§  Every  one,  conversant  w^  history,  is  aware  of  the 
great  difference,  between  the  relative  and  political  situa* 
tionof  colonies,  amongst  the  Greeks  and  Romans,  con^ 
tasted  with  those  o£  tbe  modern  mercantik  nations  of 
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Europe.     Oar  own  historian,  Gilibon,  observes,*  that 
the  colonies  of  Rome,  in  their  ** manners  and  internal 
policy,  fornaed  a  perfect  representation  of  their  great  pa- 
i%Eit,  and  they  were  soon  endeared  to  the  natives,  by  the 
ties  of  friendship  and  alliance;  they  effectually  diffused 
a  reverence  for  the  Roman  name,  and  a  desire  which  was 
seldom  disappointed,  of  sharing,  in  due  tim^,  its  honours 
and  advantages.  The  municipal  cities,  insensibly  equalled 
therank  and  splendour  of  thei  colonies;  and  in  the  reign 
of  Hadrian,  it  was  disputed,  which  was  the  preferable 
condition,  of  those  societies  which  hadinsued  from,  or 
those  wMch  had  been  received  into  the  bosom  of  Rome." 
Thus,  the  name  of  colonies,  far  from  being  dishonourable 
or  disadvantageous,  was  a  privilege,  owing  to  their  good 
Bystem,  which  was  sought  even  by  allies;  and  far  from 
excluding  *them  from  metropolitan .  rights,  it  even  con- 
ferred them  on  the  conquered,  much  more  so,  where  pre- 
vious compacts  existed. 

"  The  restless  and  suspicious  policy  of  the  nations  of 
Europe," says  Humboldt,  **  and  the  legislation  and  colonial 
poKcy  of  the  moderns,  which  bear  very  little  resemblance 
to  those  of  the  Phenicians  and  Greeks,  have  thrown  insur- 
tnountable  obstacles  in  the  way  of  such  settlements,  as 
noiight  secure  to  those  distant  possessions  a  degree  of  pros- 
perity,and  an  existence  independentof  the  mothercountry. 
Such  principles  as  prescribe  the  rooting  up  of  the  vine  and 
oKve  (exactly  those  of  Spain)  are  not  calculated  to  favour 
manufactures.  A  colony  has,  for  ages,  been  only  consi-  , 
deredas  useful  to  the  parent  state,  insofar  as  it  supplied 
a  great  number  of  raw  materials,  and  consumed  a  number 
of  the  commodities,  carried  there,  by  the  ships  of  the  mo^ 
ther  country,  "t 

^•Decline  and  Fall  of  the  Roman  Empire,  chap  2.  Art.  Colonies/ 
t  Ewai  Polit.  &c.  lir.  5.  hap.  \%i 
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'  '  Out  own  Western  colonies,  werie  chiefly  founded  m 
these  principles,  and  the  basis  of  their  political  establish- 
inent,  grew  olit  of  the  commercial  compact^  formed  be* 
tween  them  and  the  government  at  home.  They  were 
planted  at  the  instance  of  the  latter,  and  their  trade,  was 
afterwards  fostered  by  legislative  acts.  Their  civil  insti- 
tUtionSj  even  original(y^  amounted  to  no  more  than  a  re- 
ciprocal monopcJy,  and  an  exclusive  interchange ;  we 
consumed  their  sugar  and  tobacco,  and"  they  oiir  ma- 
nufactures; and  this  was  not  only  founded  on  custom,  but, 
also,  iftmctioned  by  law.  At  first,  they  \^ere,  however,  only 
small  in  extent,  established  on  desert  and  depopulated 
tracts ;  whereas  the  settlements  of  the  Spaniards,  were 
iintnens^,  and  fixed  in  the  centre  of  regions,  in  which 
bad  been  discovered,  formidable  and  civilized  empires, 
^hose  population,  besides  having  social  rights,  became 
partly  blended  with  the  settlers,  or  was  left  in  its  primi- 
tive and  independent  state.  The  ones,  built  new  towns 
for  themselves,,  but  the  others,  settled  in  the  ancient  and 
magnificent  cities  of  the  Indians,  as  they  stood  at  the 
tinte  of  their  discovery.  Theone,wa8  a  governmental  and 
commercial  agreement,  for  certain  individtials,  to  go  out 
and  cultivate  productions,  suited  to  the  wants  or  luxu* 
Ties  of  the  nK>lher  country,  in  order  that  she  might  not 
have  to  purchase  them  in  a  foreign  market;  and  protection 
was  conformably  offered,  on  condition,  that  home  pro- 
ducts and  manufactures,  should  exclusively  be  consumed 
in  the  colonies;  who, in  return,  had  the  privileged  supply 
of  sugar  and  tobacco  in  the  parent  state;  but  the 
other,  was  a  species  of  naval  and  military  crusade. 
The  object  of  British  and  French  colonies,  has  been 
to  promote  agriculture  ;  that  of  the  Spaniards,  if  the 
parallel  is  applicable,  to  extend  their  empire  and  to 
dig  the  mines.    The  governments  of  the  Qrstj^encou« 
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raged  their  subjects  to  go  out,  is  pesoeaMe  tm^ri  ^the 
edrth^  bat  the  latter  embarked  tSB  c^mpxetotSf  pm^tstieiS 
of  an  insatiate  lust  for  gain ;  and  fired  with  the  nidnhS 
spirit  of  the  age  ind  of  their  country,  bent  taltber  onl 
plunder,  than  disposed  to  follow  the  humbie  pursuits  of 
the  hoe  and  ploughshare.  The  odes,  Vent  out  as  speciiJ 
colonists,  carrying  with  them  all  the  liberality, .  and  all 
the  free  rights  of  the  civilized  countries  to  which  they 
belonged ;  and  from  the  beginfaing,  adequate  systen^  of 
government  were  modelled  for  them,  on  the  pita  of 
those  to  which  they  had  been  accustomed;  whence 
they  becamis  miniatures,  of  the  parent  staties,  from  wbich 
they  derived  thfeir  origin.  The  others,  entered  on  thiitr 
faring  en terprize,  in  order  to  establish  themselves  'by- 
force  ;  and  as  well  from  the  earlihess  of  the  period^ 
as  the  despotic  state  in  ^hich  Spain  at  that  time  stood^ 
were  unprepared  to  establish  a  governing  system,  suit* 
ed  to  the  more  enlightened  state  of  the  preset  times. 
The  ones,  went  to  insulated  points,  whereas  the  others^ ' 
settled  on  an  extended  and  varied  continent,  which  at 
the  time  of  its  discovery,  contained^  and  yet  containsi 
double  the  population  of  the  country  that  still  pretends^ 
to  hold  them  in  colonial  dependence.*  The  ones,  in 
short,  emigrated  with  the  rights  only  of  colonists,  the! 
others  went  out,  free  and  unschackled  military  despots^ 
virho  would  hate  shrurik  from  thb  idea  of  being  included 
in  the  calculations  of  trade  and  econoiiiical  expediency.* 

*Ia  conseqaence  of  the  ravages  oa  the  present  population  of  Spain, 
it  ctonot  now  be  esteemed  at  more  than  eight  millions. and  a  half. 
Thkt  of  Spanish  America,  Prom  accurate  data,  rises  as  high  as  seven* 
teen»  Which  added  to  that  bf  the  FfiUipihe  kbukis,  ¥iz.  three  ditto-, 
iMlEet  the  nltramarioe  potittfation  of  Spain,  twenty  ttiHidiii. 
f  f  Till  within  the  last  forty  years,  the  pi^ofestfion  of  •  merdmit 
^as  held  af  degradMigi  particularly  by  the  nobles,  but  even  graiideei» 
1^  no  objecUoDiOow  and  then,, to  handle  a  little  contraband* 
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Hie  colonial  policy  of  the  one,  was  to  bind  the  affections 
of  their  distant  fellow^  citizens,  to  the  country  from 
whence  they  issued,  by  equitable  and  useful  laws,  by  ha- 
bits, manners,  and  by  an  enlightened  equipoise  of  inte- 
rests ;  that  of  the  other,  to  insure  control  and  dependence, 
by  force,  and  by  n^eans  of  an  undue  sacrifice,  in  favour 
of  metropolitan  ambition  and  gain.  The  ones,  in  surren- 
dering up  certain  rights,  gained  others  as  equivalents ; 
w^iereas  the  others,  to  use  a  Creole  simily,  where  as  a 
cow,  they  themselves  had  to  feed,but  tchich  the  Spaniards 
milked,  for  their  oton  exclusive  use. 

§^  have  been,.thus  far,  diffuse  in  expUiningthe  nature  of 
the  first  discoyeriesand  settlements,  made  by  the  Spaniards 
on  the  coii^tinent  of  J^\;aeT\c^^  as  well  as  in  examining  the 
pr.inxitive  charters.and  prerogatives,  on  which  the  political 
and  social  rights  of  its  inhabitants,  were  founded ;  frc^a  a 
CQnviction  of  the  necessity  of  establishing,  in  the  fullest 
jinanner  possible,  this  material  point,  on  which  chiefljr 
hinges,  the  great  question  npw  at  issue.  It  has  been  the 
object  of  all  the  late  governments  of  Spain, .to  hold  the 
transatlantic  provinces  in  colonia.1  dependence;  and  from 
the  conductof  that  of  Great  Britain,  it  would  ali^ost  ap- 
P^r,  that  her  ^linisters,  also,  have  not  dared  to  consi4ef 
them  in  any  other  light.  Nay,  both  seemed  resolved  to  pro- 
long a  slavery,  unj  ust  in  the  eye  of  the  law,  unqatural  in  its 
esscQce,  find  particularly  unreasonable,  when  it  was  not 
only  attempted  to  save  European  Spain  from  the  yoke 
,of  a  forei^  eneipy ,  but,  also,  to  regenerate  her  inhabitants: 
"It  is,  now,  high  time  to  delineate  the  late  policy  of  Spair^ 
established  in  her  distant  province,s ;  which  from  its  de^ 
graded  nature,  had  acqi^ired  the  term  of  col9nial;  an  elu- 
cidation, essentially  necessary*  to  form  a  just  idea  of  the 
^grounds  ^f  complaint  on  the  -part  <3i  the  Creoles,  sucli  as 
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(Iiey  will  be  described)  in  tbe  more  advanced  stages  of  tW 
production* 

In  consequence  of  the  imperfection  and  frailty  of  hu- 
man nature,  as  well  as  from  the  natural  tendency  of  man* 
to  follow  the  impulse  of  his  own  inordinate  passions,  even 
iinder  the  best  institutions,  transgressions,  both  of  law 
and  of  justice,  will  sometimes  occur.  In  order,  however, 
to  render  such  deviations  from  right,  as  rare  as  possible, 
it  becomes  the  object  of  every  good  system  of  policy, 
as  well  as  the  duty  of  the  sovereign  or  legislative  body, 
by  means  of  precaution  and  animadversion,  not  only  to 
enact  adequate  laws,  but,  also,  to  watch  carefully  over 
their  execution.  The  wishes  and  intentions  of  the  first 
monarcbs  of  Spain,  with  regard  to  their  distant  domi- 
nions, were  undoubtedly  good,  and  their  zeal  for  justice 
and  equity,  sincere  and  praiseworthy;  but  what  availed  it 
to  the  Americans,  to  know  that  their  laws  were,  at  least 
in  theory,  good,  if  they  never  saw  them  executed*  i  In 
the  distant  settlements  of  every  nation,  instances  of 
corrupt  and  arbitrary  conduct  are  on  record ;  but  we 
judge  of  the  excellency  of  their  establishments  and 
regulations,  more  from  their  tendency  to  prevent  a  recur- 
jence,  than  from  the  theoretical  and  pompous  manner  in 
which  the  rights  of  the  subject  are  defined ;  in  like 
inannjer,  as  we  appreciate  the  real  merits  of  a  first  ma- 
gistrate, by  the  uprightness  of  his  conduct,  and  by  the 
impartial  and  equitable  manner,  in  which  he  administers 
justice,  more  than  by  his  brilliancy  of  talents. 

Necker,  in  his  introduction  to  the  Administration  of 
ipinaace,  observes  "  that  it  is  necessary  to  give  with  re- 
serve, and  promise  with  circumspection ;  but  when  once 
tJie  faith  of  the  prince  is  pledged,  its  object  ought  to  be 

^  The  Americans  confess  many  of  their  law«  en  pitper,  to  Ue^iioo^ 

if  a  law  could  only  be  enacted,  to  make  them  observed. 
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punctually  fulfilled.  Thus,  is  it  ordained  by  the  policy  of 
credit,  and  by  the  rules  of  justice."  Enough  having 
ibeen,  already  adduced,  to  prove  the  rights  of  the  Spanish 
American  provinces,  in  the  eye  of  the  law,  to  be  very 

different  from  their  existing  civil  and  political  situation, 
as  described  by  every  author  who  has  written  on  the 
subject,  itwould  be  both  useless  and  tedious,  to  trace  the 
gradual  stages  of  those  infractions  of  their  laws  and 
rights,  which  the  despotism  of  the  kings  of  Spain,  and 
the  corruption  of  their  minisf!ers,  had  successively  com^- 
mitted.  When  the  minister  of  France,  was  penning  the 
above  words,  it  would  almost  seem,  as  if  he  had  in  view^ 
the  promises  of  the  Spanish  government,  ever  ready  toof- 
ferbut  backward  to  fulfil.  Though,  individual  wrong,  could 
seldom  penetrate  to  the  foot  of  the  distant  throne,  gene- 
ral abuses,  did,  sometimes,  arrest  the  attention,  and  bias 
the  mind  of  the  feeling  or  politic  prince,  or  his  minister, 
and  royal  orders  were  sent  out  to  correct  the  defect  com- 
plained of.  These  royal  orders  and  sovereign  resolutions, 
were  placed  on  record,  and  under  formal  injunctions,  re- 
mitted to  America ;  but  far  from  being  fulfilled,  by  those 
who  ought  to  have  been  foremost  to  give  the  example 
of  obedience  and  submission  to  the  king,  they  laughed  at 
them,  and  in  the  term  of  the  country,  called  them  uncon* 
secrated  hosts*  Hence,  originated  numerous  consequences, 
not  only  fatal  to  the  country,  but  also  injurious  to  the 
sovereign,  who  had  placed  the  constituted  authorities 
there,  for  no  other  purpose,  than  to  watch  over  the  hap- 
piness of  his  far-removed  subjects,  and  to  fulfil  his  spe- 
cial orders,  relating  to  them.  From  this  inobservance  of 
the  laws  and  royal  orders,  it  resulted  to  Spanish 
America; 

♦  Hoitiassin  couicgrar^  that  if,  from  being  uuhaDowed^  not  d«- 
•Qrviog  of  notice, 
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I  St.  That,  arbitrariness,  despotism,  and  terror,  were 
the  devices  of  the  Spanish  rulers,  and,  that,  the  above, 
were  their  springs  of  action. 

2nd.  That,  being  the  first  to  infringe  the  law,  they 
Were,  also,  the  first  to  deserve  the  punishments  prescribeit 
for  similar  crimes  ;^and,  that,  their  bad  example^  in  this 
deviation  from  equity,  and  from  the  will  of  the  sove- 
reign, if  it  did  not  authorize  it,  at  least,  shewed  to- 
the  American  subjects,  th^road  to  separate  themifelvesV 
from  a  dominion,  unjust,  rash,  odious,  and  tyrannical. 

Sd.  That,  dubious,  whether  redress  liad  been  obtained, 
and  often  judging  that  just  remonstrances  had  1)een 
treated  with  disdain,  the  part  of  the  community  inte- 
rested, attributed  to  the  despotism  of  the  minister,  or 
of  government,  what  was,  alone,  arbitrary,  on  the  part  of 
its  agents  abroad. 

4th.  That,  in  individual  cases,  money,  humiliations,  and 
often-times  meanness,  were  the  only  means  to  obtain  jus- 
lice,  and  even  to  see  the  laws  executed ;  and  that,  though 
the  Americans  were  sensibleof,  and  deplored  the^aggrava- 
tiofls  under  which  they  laboured,  they  had  no  local  re-' 
dress,  nor  scarcely  a  distant  one,  since  the  minister,  wha 
patronized  his  transatlantic  bashaw,  was  the  medium  be- 
tween the  king,  and  the  complainant. 

5th.  That,  these  mandataries,  often  became  the  tool* 
of  a  corrupt  minister,  who,  in  mutual  concert,  sported 
with  the  distress  and  sufferings  of '  the  Spanish  Ameri- 
cans, thereby,  inducing  them  to  conclude,  that  proitiisesy' 
and  not  works,  were  alf  that  fell  to  their  lot 

6th.  That,  the  <^olonial  chiefs,' being  Europeans,  and 
biassed  by  provincial  predilections,  rcfserved  every  thing 
for  their  own;  and  that^  it  was  an  usual  policy,  in  order 
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lo-eeciire  tiieir  power,  to  encotirage  dmsioiis  'befefrete'> 
the^mner  and  the  natives  of  the  countiy.  -  '^ 

7th.  That,  these  chiefs,  thereby,  became  1^  absdiile 
interpreters  of  the  law,  and  that  they  were  practical^- 
iubordinate  to  no  one,  since,  to  no  one,  had  ihey  io  ren- 
der an  account. 

8th.  That,  a  system  of  distrust  and  jealousy,  had  per- 
vaded every  act  of  the  viceregal  governments,  whose 
agents,  by  commanding  the  armed  force,  and  rendering^ 
civil  justice  subservient  to  their  ownwUl  and  caprice,  fiad' 
caused  despotism  to  supplant  the  liberality  of  the  laws/ 
and  to  frustrate  the  intentions  of  the  king^yev^n,  when' 
they  were  benign.  ^ 

-  From  general  premises  and  deductions,  like  the  above/ 
it  would,  however,  be  impossible  to  form  an  adequate' 
idea  of  the  principles  of  the  system,  by  which  Spain  has' 
been  so  long  governing  her  American  provinces ;  which,  aa' 
before  remarked,  by  its  extreme  degradation,  had  at  last, 
even  amongst  other  more  liberal  nations,  acquired  the* 
term  colonial ;  it  will,  therefore,  be  requisite  to  descend  td 
mote  minute  particulars,  and  to  enumerate,  with  a  degree 
ef  correctness,  the  privations,  msults,  and  invasions  of 
ri^t  and  law,  nnder  which  the  transatlantic  natives; 
have  so  long  laboured.  This  picture,  in  wbich  each  cor- 
responding shade  will  appear  in  lively  and  distinct  co-* 
lours,  wilf,  at  the  same  time,  Tender  the  preceding^  tlel^ 
ineation  of  primitive  rights,  together  with  their  in* 
fraction,  more  glowing  and  forcible;  and,  by  thus 
exhibiting  the  viceregal  despotism,,  to  be  more  injurious^ 
and  inpre  t^rannicalj^  than  even  the  defects  of  old  institu-, 
tionsy  in  the  hands  of  unprincipled  power ;  the  readjSP, 
^i^iU'te^eiifMed  to  jttdgey€orrrclly,of  the  sititttion  of  the 
Spanish  Americans,  at  Ae  period,  when-theirPeniBSulaf 
brethren,  heroically  rose  in  arms,  for  the  double  purpose 
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0^  resisting  the  insidious  invasion  of  the  French,  and  ia^ 
order  to  better  their  own  political  and  social  condition. 
.%  The  various  sections  of  the  great  continent  of  Spanish 
America,  were  divided  into  nine,  distinct,  and  isolated 
governments,  independent  of  each  other,  and  acting  only^ 
in  concert  with  the  king,  and  his  supreme  council  of  the 
Indies,  with  whom  their  communication  was  direct. 
They  were  given  in  charge  to  viceroys  and  capt^n  gene*, 
xals,  named  as  the  representatives  of  the  king ;  and  their 
command,  owing  to  defects  in  original  institutions,  dis- 
tance, and  the  varipus  reasons  above  detailed,  was  render- 
ed illiberal,  oppressive,  and  improvident.  Holding  the 
supreme  authority^  and  concentrating,  within  themselves, 
the  civil,  military,  and  administrative  commands,  without 
any  local  check  to  keep  them  in  awe  or  control,  they  nc^ 
only  tyrannized  over  the  individual,  but  the  whole  of  the 
country  under  their  jurisdiction,  was  forced  to  contribute 
to  their  emoluments,  in  order  to  enable  them,  when  their 
command  had  expired,t  to  return  home,  with  sufficient 
treasure  to  gild  over  their  wrongs,  and  to  place  them  be- 
yond the  reach  of  justice.  The  laws  of  the  Indies,  had, 
indeed,  originally,  placed  many  restrictions,  on  the  chief 
transatlantic  agents, , for  the  purpose  of  promoting  the 
better  administration  of  goveniment ;  but  it  was  easy  to 
elude  them,  and  even  their  public  infraction,  was  treated 
with    impunity.     The    picture  of  colonial  chiefs,    as 

*  Th«  YicerojaItie8,are,  Xew  Spain,  Peru,  Buenof  .Ayres,  and  Santa 
Fe  de  Bogat&.  The  captaia-generalships,  are,  Guatepiftia,  Caracas, 
Puerto  Rico,  Hayanah,  Chili,  and  Yucatan,  in  a  military  point  of 
view.  The  Philipine  islands  in  Asia,  also  constitute  a  captain- 
generalship.  ,  . 
*  According  to  the  laWs,  the  period  fixed  for  the  command  of  a 
viceroy,  or  captaia-^eneral,  was  five  years. 
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dhtWB  by  Say,  is  perfacdy  applicmble  to  thoBe  of  Spakw^ 
Eimmeiifctiiig  die  defects  of  colooial  Bystems,  he  observes, 
V  ttet  as  the  colonial  chie&,  do  not  consider  the  coun- 
tries wherein  they  govern,  as  those  in  which  they  are  to 
live  the  whole  of  their  lives ;  they  feel  no  interest  in 
naking  them  happy  and  prosperous ;  but,  on  the  cmitia- 
ly,  all  their  views  are  directed  to  enrich  themselves ;  be» 
cause  they  are  aware,  that,  on  their  return  home,  the  con« 
sideration  they  are  about  to  receive,  will  be  in  proportion 
to  the  property  they  have  amassed,  and  not  according  to 
the  conduct  they  may  have  observed,  during  their  goven^ 
m^t.    If,  to  this  is  added,  the  arbitrary  power,  it  is  ne* 
cessary  to  grant  to  those,  who  go  to  govern  remote  coun« 
triesf,  we  shall  there  find  all  the  elements,  which,  in  ge-   * 
xiend,  compose  the  worst  of  governments."*  And  if  in 
x>m  own  distant   establishments,   where   local  checks 
jewted,  wbere  comparative  liberality  and  equity  reigned* 
and  where  redress  was  attainable,  chiefs  have,  sometimes, 
.infringed  the  rights  of  the  subject,  and  have  been  arbi- 
Irary  and  oppressive ;  we  need  not  to  be  astonished,  that 
Ihis  was  the  case,  in  the  Spanish  ultramarine  provinces. 

The  assumed,  as  well  as  the  delegated  power  of  the 
said  vicerc^,t  in  its  own  nature,  that  is,  comprising  the 
£:secutive,  legislative,  and  military  attributes,  and,  alse^ 
owing  to  the  arrogant  manner  in  which  it  was  exercised^ 
had,  at  length,  not,  only,  become  repugnant  to  every  feel- 
ing of  liberty  and  justice,  but,  had  amounted  to  a  motley 
despotism,  the  most  scandalous  that  can  be  conceived. 
Resides  being  possessed  of  the  absolute  command,  and, 

*  Bconomie  politiqae»  lib.  1 .  chap.  23, 

4  Their  exorbitant  power,  it  emphaticaUy  expressed,  in  one  of 
tSieir  own  ssjingss  Dios  etta  mui  alto,  elBej  en  Madrid,  y  yo  ea 
Mexico.    JAesLQiDff  that  t]|ey  are  ont  of  the  reaeh  of  control. 
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^gmtkit  wiiidi/it  was  im^o^sibl^  to  appeal ;  t^ey  wete  al- 
lowed to  make  geaemla  and  admirals^  whom  it  was  tnsa^ 
sen  to  disob^ ;  so  tbat^  supported  by  Gothic  tribmials, 
presided  by  European  iu^es,  with  t^e  faculty  of  inter-'' 
pretit^  the  laws,  and  of  judging  of  both  the  evidence  wd 
the  &ct,  er«y  one  was  subservient  to  their  will,  and 
trembled  at  their  displeasure.  It  was  under  the  uulimit^ 
«d  authority  of  these  Audiencias,  or  high  courts  of  jiOM 
tice,  that  frequently  were  seen,  clandestine  decisions,  noc^ 
tumal  and  arbitraiy  arrests,  domiciliary  visits,  banish* 
sients  without  previous  trial,  besides  numerous  Other  vex- 
«tiOBS,  practised  ^by  them,  and  their  inferior  satellites^ 
How  o£ten,ha8  the  friend  of  humanity,  shuddered  tcrbe^ 
•hold,  and  liow  ctften  has  the  impartial  and  conversant  Wfi^ 
:ter  of  every  nation  revolted,  as  he  penned  the  corrupt  and 
debased  ^manner  in  whidh  thejudiciaiproceedkigs  ot  Spa»- 
jiish  Am^ica^were^onc^ucted ;  and^iiowiiaany^have  ])eem 
4he  victims  ^constantly  sacrificed  to -partiality,  corruptkMi; 
•or  revenge  f^  Soavoely'is^there'a  solitaiy  instance  .on  rift- 
cord,  of  the  'frequent  vicllationsof  private  right  and  pub- 
lic justice,  at  l^tgth,  faceting  twith -condign  punishmart^ 
Sot  it  was  ttve  custom  ortbe<!Ourt,*to  uphold  its  agents  in 
;their  ciiimes,  under  a  ma&im  of  national  ^poticy,  "tibat  it 
was  necessary 'to  suppcNTt  4he  distant  authorities,  as  ih^ 
iXnost  e^eient  means  to  insure  subjection. 

^  A  Spanisll  American  friend  of  dirtinguithed  famWjy  and  great 
JibomiUyyi^ter  ceding  the^orM,  assured >me»'that  he  often  sbudderdd 
.^^^thiSiCemeiiibefadof  ihisc^onth.  Mifh&ageoit  tixteen,  be  in- 
herited the  right  of  regidor,  or  member  of  the  cabildo,or  manitipa- 
lity  ;  and  in  Ihat  capacity,  and  at  the  above  ^e,  he  sat  as  judge  oa 
trials  for  death,  it b^ing to  Ihis^ourt,  that  such  cases  were  referred  im 
*|he  fiicst  instance.  The  Office  of  regidor,  corresponding  to  ours  of 
alderman,  was  iofaerttable  and  parehaseabie,  in  all  Spanish  America. 
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-^*'  Thu8>  thoiigbbut  bad  been  establi^ed^  a  pi^ticftl'^O^fe 
IcmM  pdicy/calcukted  todeptess  and  paralyze  ev^r)rief» 
Ibrt  of  rising  genius  and  labour;  to  rivetthe  poverty  of  th« 
lower  classes,  and  to  blunt  every  cbarmW  rational  nfature, 
and  every  feeling  of  spcial  existence.  The  government 
ef  Spain,  improvident  and  illiberal  in  itself,  and  sensible 
iifks  own  wrongs  and  consequent  insecurity,  had,  thence, 
become  jealous,  irritable  and  oppressive ;  till  at  last,  lit* 
tfe  difference  could  be  perceivedi  between  the  civil  stat^ 
tyf  iike  Spahish  Americans,  and  that  of  the  peasant  vas^ 
mIs,  in  the  most  oppressed  of  the  feudal  countries  of  our 
*t!<fflfti0ent,  as  they  lately  stood,  and  as  they  are  even  ycit 
'to  be  Ibund^  in  Russia. 

Tiibntes  generally,  besides  destructive  mtto^^  in  som^ 
sections,  were  exacted  from  the  misi^rable  aborigenes ; 
Ihe  whole  of  whom,  were  constituted  into  the  liidst  un- 
warrantable and  eternal  pupilage  and  minority,  and  de^ 
Imrredtrom  the  means  of  acquiring  property.*  They  werft 
^enforced  to  work,  gratis,  oia  the  forms  of  the  gov^rnom 
tuid  akttldes^  and  often  their  little  earnings,  by  variodit 
«pean8,were  unjustly  extorted  from  them.  Humboldtsay^^ 
'Aat  the  legislation  of  Isabella  and  Charles  V.  had  deprivM 
ttie  hidiati»  of  the  most  important  rights  enjoyed  by  HMi 
other  citizens^t    The  venerable  bish<^  of  MedioaciiH 
Jbo  quoted  by  the  above  author^  represeilted  to  tll^ 
iang^  that  in  the  present  stat^^f  things^  the  isMtfA  peb* 
.#9etionof  the  Indians  v^as  impossible,  and  that  they  weHs 
lield  in  a  state  of  extreme  humiliation  and  miseiy ;  that 
theylmve  no  other  metos  of  existing,  than  by  becoming 

^The  lawf  forbid  an  Indian  to  contract  a  debt  exceeding  tWenty- 
0VC  d^)j|ari,-fq  tW  tbey  Were  unable  to  earn  a  liTelibpo^^ m  tradeirt 
or  farmers ;  aeryitude  being  alone  open  to  theci. 

f  Sani  PoL&c.  vol.  Kcbap.  4« 
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servants  of  the  rich,  \i^faence  remits  a  clasfatn^  of  mftr^ 

^ts,  mutual  envy,  discord  and  hatred,  which  are  render^ 

ed  more  terrible,  by  no  intermediate  state  existing  be« 

tween.them  and  the  whites.*    But  monstrous  and  tmpo^ 

litic  as  were  the  regulations  instituted  for  their  r^imenj^ 

and  calculated  to  keep  them  in  a  state  of  eternal,  ignorimce 

and  misery,  the  personal  cruelties  and  exactions  the]/^'^ 

suffered  from  the  European  chiefs,  were,  still,  of  a  more 

galling  nature.    They  were,  indeed,  aware,  that  this  ha-^^ 

bitual  oppression,  was  not  only  opposed  to  the  spirit  of 

the  law,  but,  also,  in  direct  contradiction  to  the  intent roDft- 

and  wishes  of  the  king:  but,  yet  it  existed,  and  of  what 

Avail  were  the  good  intentions  of  the  latter,  when  those 

who  were  to  execute  them,  were  the  first  to  contravene  ? 

All  those,  who,  in  the  remotest  manner,  derived  any' 

erigin  from  African  blood,  by  the  laws  and  by  custom; 

were  branded  with  perpetual  infamy,  and  excluded  from 

all  society.  In  pursuance  of  an  adopted  principle  of  poii* 

<y,  that  it  was  necessary  to  keep  each  class  of  the  co^ 

loured  natives,  distinct  and  divided ;  the  most  cruel  and 

unheard  of  punishments,    prohibited  their  union  and 

cohabitation.f    Numerous  specimens  of  the  impolicy  of 

the  laws,  as  well  as  of  systems  founded  on  jealousy  and 

distrust,  which V particularly  in  the  latter  times,  actuated 

tl)£  condiict.of  the  cabinet  of  Madrid,  might  be  quoted; 

if  I  Ceared  not  to  exceed  the  limits  of  a  letter  like  this^ 

Both  the  Indians  and  descendants  from  African  bloody 

*  Informe  del  Obispo  de  Yalladolid  de  Mechoacan,&c.  1799. 

+  The  words  of  the  law  are,  "  que  para  adeiante,  ningun  negro^ 
ni  negra  se  pudiese  serrir  de  Indio,  ni  India,  so  pena,  que  al  negra 
que  se  serviesede  India,  se  ]ecortasenIosgenitales,y  si  se  sirviese  4» 
Indio,  cien  azotes  para  la  primera  vcz."  &c.  &c.  Vide  Hctrera,  Dec*- 
S.  lib.  a.  cap.  12. 
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litt.of  wtw>m  are  denomioated  casts,  in  Spanish  America, 
have  experienced  the  miseries  of  a  long  degraded  vassa*- 
lage^  so  much  had  ths^t  inherent  and.habitual  propensity 
.to  tyrannize,  added  to  an  injurious,  spirit  of  monopoly* 
broken^down  every  barrier,  erected  by  reason  and  justice, 
and  prescribed  by  sound  and  enlightened  policy. 

Notwithstanding  the  original  compacts  made  with 
the  first  settlers,  the  Creoles  were  gradually  shut. out 
from  dA  participation  in  the  local  commands  and  dig« 
^tiesVin  such  manner,  that  on  examinipg  authentic  re- 
cords, it  results:  that  from  the  period  of  the  first. settle- 
ment, up  to  the  year.lSlO,  out  of  166  viceroys,and  588 
Captain-Generals,  Governors  and  Presidents,  who.  have 
governed  in  Spanish  America,  in  all  754 ;  only  1 8  have  been 
.Creoles,  and  these  few^, merely,  in  consequence  of  their 
having  been  educated  in  Spain»  Even  the  curacies,  prer 
^endaries,  and  in  short,  nearly  every  other  civil,  ecclesi- 
astical, and  military  employment,  were  bestowed  on  Euro- 
peans»  not  according  to  merit,  but  ofteni  as  the.  reward  of 
Itattery,  intrigue  and  court  favour.*    These  unjust  and. 

*  It  would  be  useless  te  carry  back  the  reader,  to  a  conteraplatibn 
•fthe  corrupt  state  of  the  Court  of  Madrid,  under  Charles  IV.  and 
IMaria  Louisa.  The  fact  is,  that  almost  every  office,  ia  America,  had  its 
foedj^rice,  the  same  as  a  loaf  of  bread,and  in  general,  all  were  disposed 
ef,^iiD4er  the  rose.  The  prices  currei^,wepe  asfollow,0idor,  •r  Jo^e, 
in  Mexi£(9,  or  Lima,  12,000  dollars,  in  the  other  sections,  8000  do,  col- 
lectorshtp  of  customs,  10,000  dollars,  and  so  on,  in  proportion  to  the 
revenue  of  the  office.  Another  means  of  obtaining  a  nomination,  was, 
by  marrying  one  of  the  maids  of  honour,  who  had,  perhaps,  been  little 
else,  than  a  pander  to  the  pleasures  and  intrigues  of  the  queen.  Even 
the  servants  of  ministers,  were  often  invested  with  offices,  and  I  oould, 
from  my  personal  knowledge,  quote  an  instance,  of  a  baker  being  sent 
out  by  even  Galye?,  as  one  of  the  colonial  treasurers.  And  yet  the 
natives  of  Spanish  America,  are  commanded  to  bear  all  these  insults 
suid  degradation,  without  repining. 
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•fmpolitic  privations,  were  so  gfaring  to  Spaniards  tlicm- 
uelves,  that  Dn.  Malcbor  Macanaz^  in  his  celebrated 
inemorial,  presented  ta  Philip  V.  uses  the  folfowing 
vords.    •*  As  the  natives  of  those,  your  MajestyV  domi* 
fiions,  are  equally  deserving  of  fiHing  the  principal  offices 
of  their  own^  country,  it  appears  reasonable,  that  they 
^oold  not  be  divested  of  all  management  in  tfieir  own 
bdtnes.   I  am  fully  persuaded,  that  in  those  countries, 
there  are  many  discontented  persons,  not  because  they 
^rie  under  the  control  of  Spain;  but  because  they  are 
tiast  down,  and  tyrannized  by  the  very  persons,  who  are 
kentoverto  exercise  the  duties  of  the  judicature*    Let 
your  Majesty  give  these  offices  to  subjects  of  that  coun« 
try,  and  by  this  means,  disturbances  will  lite  avoided"* 
Other  similar  sentiments  and  avowals,  from  many  enlight- 
ened Spaniard!^,  might  be  quoted. 
'  Thus,  from  the  tbne  of  Phillip  V,  does  it  appear,  that  ra- 
jSadous,  a^d  often,  immoral  Peninsulars,  held  every  office 
of  profit  and  diistinction,  and  little  else  was  left  to  the  ex- 
eluded  natives,  but  ill  treatment,  continued  insults  and 
outrages,  to  such  an  extreme, that  even,  lately,  the  Me3;ico 
Consulado,  or  Board  of  Trade,  composed  of  European 
.members,  in  it9  solemn  deliberations,  manifested  to  the 
Gortes,  tkmt  the  Americans  were  a  race  of  mMkies,  filled 
t^ih  Hoe  and  ignorance,  and  automata,  unworthy  of  repre^ 
'senMng^  Of  being  represented.  The"debates  which  took  place 
in  the  Cortes,  on  the  receipt  of, this  singular  communica- 
.tion,  are  to  be  found  in  its  proceedings  for  Sept.  181  r> 
,yet  similar,  if  not  greater  insuk%  might  be  quoted  froia 
,tbe  Cadiz  printSb 

Bribery  and  eorhiption  were  the  spring  fcy  whieb 

^      *  Senuu^io  JSrudito,  torn.  7* 
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fevery  thing  Wid  moved ;  monopolies  of  various  kinds,  and 
in  the  most  essential  articles,  absorbed  the  industry  of  the 
lower  classes ;  and  restrictions  of  trade  and  prohibitory 
(systems,  rendered  every  thing  stagnant,  and  left  the  choi* 
cfest  productions  of  no  value.  Besides  the  onerous  mo- 
nopolies, which  existed  in  favour  of  the  crown,  and.  of 
individuals,  the  liberty  of  the  press  was  unknown,  the 
planting  of  the  vine^  and  olive,  was  forbidden  in  most 
sections,*  generally  the  distilling  of  spirits,  and  also  the 
growing  of  hemp  and  flax.  It  was  unlawful  to  whale,  or 
fish  for  cod,  as  well  as  to  trade  between  the  respective 
provinces,!  not  only  in  articles  brought  from  Spain,  but 
even  in  those  of  their  own  growth.  Coasting  trade  was 
not  allowed,  intercourse  with  foreigners,  was  pronounced 
a  capital  crime,  and  punished  as  such* 

Estrada  observes,  that  the  Spanish  government,  in 
order  to  hold  the  Americans  in  greater  subjection  to  its 
own  dominion^  conceived  that  the  best  means,  was  not  to 
permit  them  to  manufacture  any  thing  made  in  Spain^ 
nor  to  grow,  on  their  soil,'any  of  her  productions.  J  Hence 
they  were  forbidden  to  rival  the  wine,  brandies,  oil,  rai- 

*  <'  Qittdimdo  expr^nunfinle  pr^ludo  yara  laNnevft  S«paas,  7eQ- 
nirtirioe y  Ssmt^  Fe, loa  YiDOfl,agttar4i^tei»  -^m^e^MmfM^  ^vaf, 
pasas  J  almendras  del  Ferii  j  Chiles,  y  privadoi  rif  oirotaoieiite  ^  to- 
ciaispar  tes,  lot  plantios  de  olivares  y  y'maa."  Vide  Gaze  to  de  Mexico,  6 
de  ctcldbre  1804.  also.  Censor  Extraordioario,  No.  69.  Cadiz,  1812. 

f  That  this  singular  prohibition  may  not  appear  dubious,  I  quote 
the  letter  of  the  law  ^  "  Ordenamos  y  mandamos  6  los  Vireyes  del 
Peru  y  Kuera  Espana,  que  infaliblemeDtepri^ibany  estorbeneste 
comercio  y  traficoentreambos  reynos,  por  todoslos  carainos  y  me- 
dios  que  ftiere  posible.'*  Recop.  Leyes  Ind.  Ley  T9  tit  45, 

i  Examen  imparcial,  fol.  149 . 

B         - 
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%in8,  almonds^  silks,  cloths,  glass,  &c*  of  die  motber 
country,  on  whom  they  became  dependent  for  supplies  of 
these  articles.  They  were  not  suffered  to  work  the  quick- 
silver mines,  with  which  their  country  abounds ;  and  the 
king  preferred  to  expend  a  considerable  sum,  annually,  in 
the  port  of  Trieste,  than  that  the  Americans  should  not  be 
t)eholden  tohim,  for  the  reqiitsites  to  amalgamate  their  ores. 
Another  unjust  and  impolitic  principle  in  the  colonial  po* 
1  icy  of  Spain,  was,  that  one  section,  was  to  be  sacrificed 
to  the  advantage  of  another.  In  1799,  thecabildo  of  Lima, 
petitioned  the  court  to  prohibit  the  planting  of  the  sugar 
cane  in  Chili,  in  order  to  render  ''the  latter  dependent  on 
them  for  this  article,  and  it  was  granted.  Chili  was  also 
refused  permission  to  grow  tobacco,  almost,  now,  be- 
come a  necessary  of  life  amongst  all  Spaniards,  and  was 
thus  forced  to  draw  its  supplies  frcmi  the  Peruvian  dii^ 
trict  of  LambayquC)  though  its  quality  was  tbr  very 
Avorst.  Acapulco  aud  Mexico,  were  not  sufleHfid  to  take 
the  wine^  olives,  raisins,  and  almonds  o£ Chili;  and  in 
many  other  instances,  unequal  and  disproportioned  shac- 
kles, were  placed  between  the  respective  provinces.  In 
Chili,  a  company  was  estftbKshed  to  catch  seals,  which 
abound  on  the  coast  and  contiguous  islands,  but  the  court 
refused  its  sanction,  notwithstanding  the  subjects  of  the 
United  States  of  Nortli  America,  were  allowed  to  whalQ 
and  seal  on  all  the  shores  of  the  South  Seas.  The  great 
restrictions  on  the  importations  of  books,  were,  also,  ex- 


+  It  WM,  only,  on  the  other  side  of  Cape  Horn,  that  wine,  oil, 
brandiiss,  raigifli,aRd  alraondi,  were  allowed  to  be  raised,  though  every 
other  section  is  congenial  te  their  growth.  This  was  in  consequence 
of  the  length  of  the  voyage,  for  articles  of  so  heavy  a  nature. 
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iremely  grievous ;  for,  if  any  thing  besides  prayer-books 
andtcatechisms^escaped  the  vigilance  of  the  customhouse 
searcher,  it  w^b  diftcult  to  elude  the  fengs  of  the  Inqui- 
tion,  on  whose  expurgatoiy  Uat*  were  to  be  found,  the 
best  and  most  useful  authors  in  modem  languages.    It 
even  entered  into  the  colonial  policy  of  Spain,  to  hide 
from  the  Americans,  the  real^and  faithful  details  of  the 
primitive  conquest  of  their  country;  so  much  so,  that 
the  works  of  Las  Casas,  who  was,  at  the  same  time,  vene- 
rated as  a  saint,  were  forbidden  by  Government,  because 
they  constituted  a  true  and  just  picture  of  the  horrors 
and  cruelties,  committed  by  the  first  conquerors  against 
the  iiK)ffensive  Indians,  and  enumerated  the  ravages  and 
destmcttoD  of  the  primitive  towns,  with  all  the  ardour  of 
a  cbri^ian,  and  all  the  truth  of  an  eye  witness.    Epic 
poems,  and  romances,  in  praise  of  the  first  conquerors,' 
like  the  history  of  Solis,  were,  alone,  suffered  to  be 
jptad,  and  in  which  the  ignorance  and  vices  of  the  defence- 
less natives,  were  alleged,  as  a  plea  for  the  unheard  of 
btttebe»fi^  tvhich  so  soon  depeopled  the  lately  discover- 
ed sections  of  the  new  worid.    It  is,  only,  when  Spanish 
Ajuerica  is  freed  from  base  despotic  power,  and  the  free- 
dom of  the  press,  established,  that  the  occurrences  of  the 
primitive  conquests,  will  be  fairly  known  to  the  world. 
The  friend  of  humanity,  has  still  many  fresh  tears  to  shed 
over  the  more  £Eiitbful  picture  of  the  first  ravages ;  and 
bis  heart  will,  often  yet,  beat  with  sympathy,  at  the 
untold  degradation  heaped  on  the  Indians,'for  more  than 
three  hundred  years. 

By  being  deprived  of  foreign  trade,  the  Spanish  Ame- 
i;icans,  were  obliged  to  p^y  for  their  clothing,  three  times 
dearer  than  it  was  worth ;  and  as '  there  was  no  competi- 
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tibti^and  most  of  their  territorial  productloffs  weite  ndt 
coQfiumed  in  the  Peninsula,  they  were  undet  the  necessity 
of  selling  at  low  prices.  During  the  wars,  in  which 
Spain  has  been  engaged,  the  evils  oi  this  exclusion,  have 
been  inotlculable,  and,  amongst  other  things,  so  great  has 
been  the  want  of  iron,  so  necessary  for  the  implements  of 
agriculture,  that,  in  Quito,  according  to  Ulloa,  k  has  sol4 
for  one  hundred  dollars,  per  hundred  pounds  weight, 
and  steel  for  one  hundred  and  fifty  ditto.*  Ou  roWft 
navigation  act,  by  which  we  hold  an  exclusive  tradey 
has  been  quoted  as  an  excuse  for  Spain,  and  as  a  correct 
example,  how  all  parent  states  ought  to  act  to  their  cold-^ 
Dies;  but  even,  if  such  was  the  relattive  situation  of  the 
Spanish  American  provinces,  (and  sufficient  concurrent 
testimony,  has  been  brought  f<Mrward,to  prove  th^  con- 
trary) the  adoption  of  the  same  law,  on  the  part  of  Spain,, 
would  not  either  be  just  or  political,  at  the  present  mo- 
ment, from  her  neither  having  ships,  credit^  capital,  nor 
immufactures.  British  settlements  are  restricted  to  our 
own  ships,  because  tjjey  can  always  have  them  cheaper^ 
and  better  protected  than  •  others  $  and  because  this  is* 
one  of  the  clauses  of  their  original  compact.  Were  Ihe^ 
impossible  case,  however,  ever  to  occur,  and  by  any  unfore- 
seen event,  we  were  to  be  deprived  of  a  sufficient  number, 
for  colonial  purposes,  it  would  be  both  cruel  and  unjust, 
that  the  productionsof  our  planters,  should  rot  on  their 
farttis,  foj*  want  of  conveyance  home.  When  Lord  Chat- 
bam  asserted,  that  not  a  nail  ought  to  be  manufactured 
in  our  late  North  American  settlements,  it  would  have 
been  most  tyrannical,  if  this  article  had  not  been  manu« 
fkctured  in  England,  and  that  at  a  cheaper  rate,  thaa 
any  "^  here  else. 

Patriotic  societies,  which  had  for  object,  beneficence^ 

*  Viage   a  la  America  Meridional,  Fart  U  Lib.  5.  No.  TiS^ 
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and  the  dissemiQation  of  knowledge,  upder  the  most  spe- 
cious pretexts,  were  prohibite4;  as  well  as  the  study  of 
the  laws,  and  rights  of  nations,  which  latter,  were  sup- 
posed to  form  no  part  of  the  claims  of  the  Americans. 
The  Indian  college  of  Tlalclolco  was  abolished,  because 
the  natives  of  colour,  therein  acquired  information.  Ca- 
cique Cirilo  de  Castilla,  spent  thirty  years  of  his  life,  in 
endeavouring  to  found  an  Indian  college,  in  La  Puebla^ 
but  died  in  Madrid,  without  succeeding*  Dn.  Juan  Fran- 
cisco, an  Opata  chief,  travelled  to  Mexico  on  foot,  a  dis- 
tance of  five  hundred  leagues,  and  then  crossed  the  ocean 
to  Madrid,  solely  to  solicit  a  grant  to  found  a  school  in 
his  own  interior  province,  for  the  only  purpose  of  teach- 
ing his  fellow  Indians,  the  first  rudiments  i  and  he  was 
i;efused  by  the  council  of  the  Indies,  in  1798.  A  patriotic 
gociety,  established  by  the  benevolent  Villaurrutia,  in 
Gi4atemala,  for  the  object  of  encouraging  the  arts  and 
sciences^  was,  also,  interdicted,  as  offensive  to  the  views 
of  the  court, 

The  numerous  instances  of  a  similar  nature,  I  could 
quote,  would  almost  exceed  credibility ;  and  any  other 
than  the  practical  observer,  would  be  induced  to  doubt 
their  existence.  In  a  country,  like  England,  where  the 
kmg,  and  also  the  dignitaries  of  the  crown,  are  tlie  active, 
as  well  as  the  profeseed  patrons  of  benevolent  establish- 
ments and  institutions,  for  the  care  and  instruction  of 
the  lower  orders,  it  will  scarcely  be  believed,  that  when 
Charles!  V.  was  solicited  to  found  an  university  in  tUe,city 
of  Merida,  in  the  captain-generalship  of  Caracas,  his 
Miyesty,  in  his  royal  cedilla,  or  decree,  after  consulting 
tte  council  of  the  Indies,  and  the  fiscal,  refused  permis* 
sioB,  alledging,  that  he  did  not  conceive  it  proper,  for  lewrw- 
ing  to  become  general  in  America* 
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Thus,  whilst  the  other  nations  of  Europe,  devoted  ; 
their  best  exertions,  to  spread  useful  knowledge  among  all 
orders  of  society ;  whilst,  even  those  which  had  colonies, 
hastened  to  make  them  share  in  every  thing  liberal  and 
enlightened,  they  themselves  attained,  Spain  alone,  was 
prohibiting  the  extension  of  useful  knowledge  in  her 
transmarine  provinces,  and  debarring  them  from  the  pro- 
gressive advances  of  the  latter  centuries ;  on  a  system, 
arid  in  conformity  to  principles,  which  can  scarcely  be 
supposed  to  exist,  even  in  the  most  uncivilized  and  bar* 
barous  nations.  This  strange  obliquity  of  intellect,  can 
be  explained  in  no  other  way,  than  by  adverting  to  the 
narrow-minded  and  bigOtted  manner,  in  which*all  her  go- 
vernmental transactions  have  been  conducted;  nor  could 
such  instances  of  antisocial  principles  be  credited,  were 
they  not  derived  from  the  best  authorities,  and  proved 
by  the  testimony  of  all  those,  who  have  been  observant  in 
Spanish  America.  The  Inquisition,  with  all  its  horrors, 
and  exclusively  composed  of  European  judges,  like  the 
police  of  Napoleon,  was  charged  to  watch  over  every  one 
who  murmured  against  government,  whose  instrument  it 
had  become,  rather  than  that  of  religion.  In  short,  the 
despotism  of  Asia,  or  Turkey,  scarcely  presents  a  picture 
more  horrid  and  debased,  than  the  policy  acted  upon  by 
the  European  Spaniards  in  their  American  provinces ; 
one,  that,  in  defiance  of  every  just  principle,  and  in  direct 
opposition  to  the  law,  not  only  existed,  but  had  gradually 
grown  into  a  most  undeviating  regularity  of  actual 
system. 

Hitherto,  therefore,  it  would  appear,  that  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Spanish  America,  have  been  treated,  rather  as  the 
meek  and  servile  servihits  of  their  European  masters,  than 
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as  men,  endowed  with  the  same  understanding,  equal  to 
them  in  rights,  and,  by  the  laws  of  justice  and  of  nature, 
entitled  to  the  same  privileges  and  social  footing.    In 
riiost  countries,  where  civilization  has  superseded  the  ra- 
vages of  conquest,  the  individual  has  some  degree  of  per- 
sonal protection  against  injustice,  by  the  impartiality  and 
soundness  of  the  laws,  by  these  being  fixed  and  unchange- 
able, or  by  the  correct  manner  in  which  they  are  admi- 
nistered ;  for  it  is  a  folly  to  suppose,  that  a  society  could 
"  ever  long,  and  properly  subsist,  that  is  not  protected  by 
adequate  codes.  Few,  indeed,  are  the  established  socie- 
ties, so  wretched,  and  so  destitute,  as  not  to  have  some 
check  or  other   on  the  powerful,  and  some  provision 
made  against  arbitrary  power,  and  the  despotism  of  their 
rulers ;  but,  in  this  number,  Spanish  America  might  be 
counted  i  for  experience  has  proved,  that  an  appeal,  at 
the  distance  of  two  thousand  leagues,  before  a  corrupt 
court,  had  no  other  effect,  than  to  aggravate  the  case. 
How  many  unfortunate  claimants,  unjustly  deprived  of 
their  property,  have  collected  the  last  remnant  of  their 
fortunes,  and  have  crossed  the  ocean  to  seek  redress  at 
the  foot  of  the  throne;  but  if  Americans,. they  have  bad 
to  expend  the  whole,  and,  perhaps,  the  remainder  of  th€;ir 
lives,  in  seeking,  what  from  principle  and  corruption,  was 
denied  them,  but  what,  injustice,  could  not  be  withheld. 
How  many  such  instances,  are  there,  not  on  record  ;  haw 
many,  up  to  the  present  day,  yet  occur ;  nay,  hqw  many 
victims  of  vengeance  and  injustice,  could  not  the  prisons 
of  Cadiz,  at  the  present  moment,  disclose  ?  How  many, 
in  the  dungeons  of  both  hemispheres,  are  now  dragging 
a  wretched  existence,  or  perishing  in  hopeless  captivity; 
withouttrial^  or  without  having,  even,  been  notified  of. the 
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cause  of  their  sufferings  ?  The  records  of  the  cololai^    * 
policy,  and  of  the  judicial  proceedings  of  Spain,  applied 
to  her  ultran^iarine  settlements,  have  been  filled  with  tjie 
gfeatest  horrors ;  nor  is  there  a  pretext  of  any  nator^ 
that  will  amount  to  a  justification  of  a  continuance  of 
such  outrages.    Yet,  are  we  astonished,  that  the  settle- 
ments have  sought  redress  j  nay,  we,  ourselves,  have  been 
deaf  when  they  appealed  to  us  as  a  nation,  and  sought 
our  interference,  as  a  shield  against  the  horrors  by  whic:!^ 
they  were  surrounded ;  and  this'tnder  such  grievances,  a^ 
those  already  sketched,  and  after  the  most  friendly  assur- 
ances on  our  part.   When  they  called  on  the  universal 
sympathies  of  mankind  at  large^  and  strong  in  ^sacred 
and  just  a  cause,  addressed  themselves  to  us,  wewer^ 
the  only  nation  that  acted  with  indifference,  and  that  ne* 
gatively  told  them,  their  object  was  unjust,  ^nd  that 
the  Spaniards  were  acting  right,  in  punishing  them  8^8 
wanton  insurgents,  and  in  filling  their  country,  with  harr 
.  ror  and  devastation. 

Unjust  and  improvident  as  was  this  colonial  system 
I  have  just  sketched,  it  was  nevertheless  exercised  ovef 
one  of  the  richest  and  most  interesting  portions  of  the 
globe,  and  inhabited  by  seventeen  millions  of  people 
more  enlightened  than  their  European  brethrei^  niof^ 
liberal >  and  possessed  of  a  character  and  disposition, 
■filled  up  with  many  interesting  traits.  There  is  ip  the 
Creole,  a  degree  of  sensibility,  which,  whilst  the  partial 
European  has  often  construed  into  effeminacy,  partake^ 
tnore  of  the  finer  feelings;  and  though,  at  first  sight,  it 
may  have  the  appearance  of  languorj  and  a  want  of  ener* 
gy,  facts,  have,  nevertheless,  proved,  that  the  native  of 
Spanish  America,  is  not  divested  of  courage,  but,,  that  be 
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seldom  dBBeends  to  €fu€iUy*  Gifted  wltb  a  wafmand 
brilliant  imagination,  his  mind  is  adapted  to  every  scieftc?^ 
that  is  not  peculiarly  dry  and  abstruse ;  and  aiaongat  the 
titerary  characters  the  settlements  have  produced  within 
few  years,  almost  all  have  been  Creoles;  indeed,  ia  the  very 
Cortes,  the  most  eloquent  and  liberal^'  are  of  that  class^ 
In^ike  thepe  few  ipcideptal  reiparks,  because,  the  natives 
of  %be  country  to  which  I  allude,  amongst  us^  are  paftially 
known,  and  jnot  justly  appreqiated.  Fortunately,  abo^ 
the  upper  ctaisses^  as  previously  stated,  have,  by  dint  of 
perseverance,  overcome  most  of  the  obstacles  opposed  ta 
paental  improvement ;  in  such  manner,  that  the  European 
traveller  is  now  astonished  at  the  varioua  acqutremeatsr^ 
which,  in  general,  they  have  attained,  and  which  he 
would  have  thought  impos9U»le>  under  the  political  6m^ 
potism^  in  which  they  have  been  ao  Iqng  helA 

However,  such  a$  I  have  j uat  pencilled ;  has  been  tlm 
degraded  aspect  of  the  transmarine  government,  and  such 
the  melai^holy  pictiu^tbe  SpanUh  AjBericanshave  pre^ 
$^ted,  for  300  years ;  and  scarcely  is  there  a  country 
where  the  smallest  spark  of  rational  freedon^,  and  of 
civil  liberty  has  existed,  that  has  not  lamented  the  fate  of 
fyeA,  injoted  people,  and  condoled  with  their  abject  state;; 
Su^e  the  time  of  Raynal,  scarcely  has  there  been  a  pea 
employed  m  deficribii^  those  varied  and  extensive  regi- 
ons, that,  after  enumerating  their  neglected  resources^ 
baa  not  deplored  tbe  unnatural  subjection  in  which  they 
were  kept,  and  the  pa-ivalions  to  which  they  weroreducedl 
AU  governments^'  wi^  legacd  totbe  citi^sen,  ought  to  have 
a.  jtist  and  moral  power ;  but,  very  much  the  reverse,  was 
ibatt  by  whicb  the  Spanish,  settlementawere  ruJed;  ingra- 
titude waa  the  basis  of  the  colooial  policy  of  Spain^  a«4 
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that  same  ingratitude  which  placed  the  immortal  Colutn- 
}m&  in  chains^  was  perpetuated  to  all  the  countries  be 
discovered. 

This  enquiry  into  the  ancient,  but  violated  laws,  ^9 
well  as  into  the  colonial  policy  of  Spain,  I  conceived 
necessary,  to  the  more  complete,  and  full  comprehension 
of  the  state  of  Spanish  America,  at  the  beginning  of  the 
19th  century;  and  even  up  to  the  commencement  of  the 
patriotic  cause  of  tbe  Peninsula;  a  period  at  which,  the 
rest  of  Europe,  was  astonished  by  political  occurrences^ 
more  remarkable  and  momentous,  than  any  to  be  found 
in  the  historical  annals  of  that  country.  I  have,  pur-* 
posely,  examined  the  laws  of  the  Indies,  as  the  most 
correct  means  of  establishing  the  relative,  and  social 
footing  of  that  people,  for  whose  exclusive  government, 
they  were  enacted;  and  after  recapitulating  their  primi« 
tive.com pacts,  undertaken  on  the  most  solemn  pledges 
of  kingly  feith,  and  successively  guaranteed  by  the  most 
express,  and  repeated  acts  of  Spanish  legislation ;  I  have 
supposed,  that  a  feithful  picture  of  the  present  colonial 
policy  of  Spain,  would  be  the  most  sure  criterion,  to 
judge,  whether  there  has  been  any  deviation  from  the 
original  rights  and  prerogatives  of  the  Spanish  American 
subjects;  and  whether  or  not,  they  required  redress  and 
reform.  .  If,  I  have  enumerated  the  galling  restraints  on 
civil  liberty,  as  well  as  in  many  other  shapes,  which  ex- 
isted ;  and,  if,  in  short,  I  have  represented  the  situation  of 
that  country  to  be  most  deplorable,  where  the  order  of  a 
corrupt  minister,  had,  c^ten  acquired  the  force  of  law, 
and  whereeveiy  thing was^ venal, degraded,  and  oppressive; 
it  was  in  order  to  promote  an  enquiry,  whether  these 
«ame  abuses  have  been  continued,  since  the  boasted  reg^ 
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tieration  of  Spain;  and  whetlier,  when  a  most  farourable 
^portunUy  oiTeredj  the  late  governments  of  Cadiz^  have 
complied  with  this  most  sacred  of  all  their  duties^  by 
bringing  alley  iation  to  the  ills  of  their  distant  brethren,  on 
which,  principally,  depended,  the  future  salvation  of 
the  whole  monarchy. 

In  examining  all  the  principles  of  the  theory,  and  the 
practical  circumstances  of  the  case  in  view,  I  have  heea 
guided,  only,  by  such  documents  and  records,  as  could  be 
relied  on;  and  these  premises  once  established^  it  will  be 
>easy  to  judge,  correctly,<rf  the  point  at  issue ;  particularly 
after  the  subjoined  display  of  every  thing  material,  that 
has  occurred  in  Spanish  America,  and  in  the  Cortes,  on  this 
important  subject,  of  which  details  will  i)e  brought  for^ 
ward,  in  the  course  of  this  production.  If,  I  have  defined, 
in  an  ample  manner,  die  primitive,  but  long*invaded  rights 
of  the  Spanish  Americans;  it  was  to  ascertain  wbether 
the  infractions  of  their  past  rulers^  have  been  remedied  by 
the  present  ones;  and  whether,  every  tjiing  allowed  by 
reason,  by  justice,  and  even  by  th^  laws,  has  been  prac- 
tically granted  to  them.  If,  I  have  explained  the  relative 
situation  of  Spanish  America,  to  Spain ;  it  was  not  only  to 
cl^ar  up  doubts,  under  which  we,  ourselves,  have  long  la« 
boufed,  and  in  order  to  establish,  that  Spanish  America^ 
from  being  an  eqoal,  incorporated,  and  integral  part  of 
the  Spanish  monarchy,  has  equally  become  our  ally;  1>ut, 
also,  to  elicite  an  impartial  search,  into  the  conduct  and 
disquisitions  of  the  Cortes  on  the  existing  dissentions. 
My  object  is,  to  demonstrate,  on  which  side  rests,  the 
blame  of  so  many  horrors  and  ravages,  now  committing 
in  the  transmarine  provinces  of  Spain,  and  consequently, 
to^tscertain,  which  party  is  to  be  charged  witti  ingrati*. 
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tede  and  iBJustice*     If  my  (iretoises  and  d^dcrctiom 
should  turn  out  correct^  it  will  result,  that  the  situation 
of  Spanish  America,  instead  of  being  bettered,  since  the 
period  of  the  late  changes  in  the  Peninsala;  bad  rather 
become  worse;  nor,  do  I  doubt,  that  experience  and 
faithful  observation,  will  fail  to  authorize  the  tenonr  of 
my  allegations.    If  my  conclusions  are  fairly  ma<te,  it 
will  be  proved,  that  it  was  not  the  remembrance  of  past 
evils  and  infractions;  it  was  not  a  spirit  of  wantbn  inno 
vation,  and  undi;^^  revenge;  but  rather,  the  recent  pres-- 
sure  of  fresh  aggravations  Itnd  unprovoked  insults,  which 
first  roused  the  natives  of  Spanish  America,  which  urged 
$hen^  to  resist  the  tyranvy  of  the  Cadiz  rulers,  and  to 
seek,  by  forice,  what,  on  remonstrance,  had  been  denied 
tbem^    In  short,  the  subseq^ient  details  on  which  I  shall 
spon  enter,  will  tend  to  evince,  that  the  situation  of  the 
transmarine  provinces,  instead  of  being  amelic^rated  by 
the  regeneraticQ  of  the  parent  state,  had,  in  fact,  become 
more  degraded;  so  ancient,  and  sohabitaal,was  the  prac- 
tice of  the  beads  of  government,  and  of  the  monopolists  of 
the  trading  ports,  to  consider  thelcingdoms  of  America, 
as  dependent  colonies,  only  destined  to  contribute  to  the 
luxury  and  advantage  rf  the  mother  country,  and  as  a 
fruitful  harvest,  intended,  only,   to  enrich  the  impover- 
ished natives  of  the  Peninsula* 

>  §  Nor-  do  the  people  of  Spanish  America,  appear  to 
have  been,  altxigether,  insensible  to  the  hardships  and 
privations  under  which  they  had  so  long  lived.  Prior 
to  the  present  situation  of  things,  some  attempts  Bad 
been  made  by  the  Indians,  to  obtain,  by  force  of  arms,  a 
partial  redress  and  reform  in  the  governing  system,  the 
whole  of  whicb^  seem  to  have  bad  for  object,  to  with- 
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ittan<l  dr  limit,  the  6ppres8ion$  Und  exorbitant  exicfioaf 
of  the  Alcaldes  and  Encomtnderoi;  and  though  uiistio 
c^sful^  they,  nevertheless^  ^rove,  that  the  natives  wera 
alive  to  all  their  wrongs,  and  were  indignant,  to  be  thud 
dealt  with,  by  their  cruel  task-masters.*    It  would  noti 
however  be  possible,  in  this  place,  to  enter  into  the  de- 
tails of  these  transactions,  pr  of  tbos«  which  took  place 
in  other  sections,  amongst  the  whites;  they  would  be  tecU« 
ous,and,are,  at  least,  pfirtialiy,  kn^wn  in  Europe*  Hence^ 
however,  has  it  happened,  thalb  most  of  our  political  wxu 
ters,  who  have  fundamentally  discussed  this  question,  and 
bave  exajQEiined  the  situs^ion  of  both  Spain,  and  ber  settle^ 
ments ;  have  been  of  opinion,  that  the  former,  could  not^ 
long,  bold  the  latter  in  dependence  and  subjection.  They, 
indeed,  conceived^  that  the  influence,  affinity,  and  identity: 
of  religion,  customs,  and  prejudices,  might,  for  some  time, 
retard  die  period,  when  Spanish  America,  would  shake  off 
6Q  galling  a  yoke ;  but  they  all  .pr<Hiounced,  that  accord*^ 
ing  to  the  late  growth,  and  moral  improvement  erf  the 
settlements,  the  period  was  not  fer  distant,  when  the  pre- 
sent  oentury  began. 

They  reasoned,  however,  from  analogy,  and  not  froni 

*  I  piimot  refrain  from  snaouncii^^,  that  shortly  will  be  pobUsliej 
liere,  an  account  of  the  revolation  of  Ii^ca  Tupao-AaMurtii  in  Vtvat^ 
from  authentic  document^,  found  in  the  public  offieef  ^  BueBOii 
A  J  res  and  upper  Peru,  since  the  changes  of  government.  U  it  high 
lime,  that  the  cruelties  committed  by  the  Spaniards  on  the  Indians  ot 
Peru,  abonfe  the  year  ItSO,  and  which  have  purposely  been  kept  to 
ilfccret^  should  be  laid  before  the  world,  in  an  antfaentic  shape.  At 
Slight  of  the  masf  of  information  that  will  henceforward  be  laid  before 
the  public,  it  will  he  seen,  whether  the  ;B|ost  callous  Briton,  cookl 
put  his  hand  on  his  heart,  and  say,  SpsMiiish  America  reqaired  not  i| 
radical  reform. 
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focal  knowled^,  far  without  the  late  revokrfion  in 
%M(if^and  without  the  ungrateful  conduct  of  lier  presefkt 
goveraments,  no  general  commotion  could  hare  takeu 
place ;  and  even  now,  the  Spanish  Americansi  are  Y&y 
fer  from  wishing  to  change  their  allegia»ee ;  that  is,  if 
th6y  are  to  be  dependent  on  any  European  power,  they 
will  always  prefer  Spain ;  even,  though  conquered  by 
the  French,  notwithstanding  the  oppression  of  her  go- 
vernment. We  are  not,  however,  to  be  astonished, 
since  information  has  become  more  general,  that  the  poli- 
tical events  of  Europe,  from  1789,  should  have  excited  a 
lively  interest  amongst  a  people,  who  have  been  long 
sensible  of  their  abject  situation,  and  who  have  been 
spiring  to  the  extension  of  rights,  which,  as  I  have  al- 
ready manifested,  in  effect,  belonged  to  them;  when  this 
privation,  was  not  only  a  material  obstacle  to  the  mutu- 
al prosperity  of  both  countries ;  but,  has,  also,  now  be* 
c6me,  a  motive  of  such  just  resentment,  against  the  pa* 
rent  state. 

I  But,  before  I  proceed  any  further,  I  conceive  it  ne- 
cessary, previously,  to  take  a  short  retrospect! ve  view,  of 
what  was,  at  one  time,  the  decided  policy  of  the  British 
government,  with  regard  to  Spanish  America,  and  what 
professions  were  then  made  in  its  name;  as  a  better 
deduction  may  be  thence  formed,  of  the  manner  in  which 
we  have  abandoned  the  interests  of  that  injured  conti- 
nent, since  our  present  treaty  with  the  Peninsula. 

Long,  and  rational  has  been  the  boast,  that  in  our 
sea-girt  isle,  the  lamp  of  freedom  burned  with  a  clear 
and  steady  flame ;  a  blessing,  which,  whilst  we  enjoyed, 
we  have  never  fajled  to  regret,  was  not  equally  the  por- 
tion of  others.     Early,  thierefore,  did  the  i)eople  of  Eng- 
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land,  imbibe  sentiments  of  compassiM,  and  feelings  of 
peirsonal  interest,  for  the  natives  of  Spanish  America; 
which  were  gradually  confirmed  and  strengthened,by  the 
writings  of  Robertsoaimd  others,  as  well  as  by  th^  line  of 
policy  some  of  cwir  late  ministers  traced  out,  for  their 
political  coadttct.  Our  illustrious  Pitt,  felt  this  just  and 
Tatiooal  iympathy,  and  clearly  saw,  that  the  improvemeal 
of  sc^  immense  and  diversified  a  continent,  would  net  only 
ll^dound  to  the  advantage  of  Europe  in  i^flOeral;  but 
wouId,in  a  pre-eminent  degree,  contribuie  to  the  commer- 
cial prosperity  of  the  nation,  over  wi^ch  he  presided.  He 
was  undoubtedly  aware,  that  Sp^n,  from  her  geographi- 
cal position,  from  the  deb$0ed  state  of  her  government, 
and  her  want  of  ener^,  industry,  and  firmness ;  could 
be  considered,  as  Mttle  else  than  a  province  of  France ; 
who,  by  the  saWof  her  goods,  and  by  the  exactions  of  her. 
govemmenlv  absorbed  all  the  treasure  that  arrived  from 
the  settKtnents,  of  which  Spain  was  scarcely  more  than 
the  laitdiing  place.  He  evidently  saw,  that  the  resources 
of  l^e  continental  war,  were,  thus  considerably  increased ; 
Wnd  with  a  magnanimity  and  foresight  peculiar  to  his. 
character^  he  resolved  to  cut  off  this  annual  accession  of 
wealth  from  our  rival,  and  to  give  it  a  new  channeL 
That  same  enlightened  statesman,  reasoning  on  the  in« 
dependence  of  Spanish  America,  and  contemplating  the 
wonderful  changes,. the  discovery  and  possession  of  that 
immense  and  fruitful  country,  produced  on  the  continent 
of  Europe,  nay,  in  the  whole  vrorld,  even  when  its  re- 
sources were  yet  in  embryo ;  naturally  calculated  the 
greater  change  that  must  ensue,  from  its  separation,  in  its 
present  comparatively  advanced  state;  and  that  thebe- 
nefit3,  thence  to  be  derived,  would,  consequently,  result 
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In  favour  of  the  country,  that  aided  to  effect  so  impor« 
tdnt  an  event. 

Forcibly  urged  by  thede  strong  and  flattering  con- 
victions, Mr.  Pitt,had  ever  present  to  his  mind^a  changeso 
desirous  and  momentous,  and  for  the  furtherance  of  his 
views,  and  in  conformity  to  his  plans,  natives  of  that 
country  were  encouraged  and  collected;  some  were  placed 
in  the  charge  of  our  government,  and  projects  were 
formed.  Unfortunately  for  England,  as  well  as  for  Spa- 
nish America,  with  very  few  exceptions,  the  charac- 
iters  thus  encouraged,  were  neither  naen  of  influence,  in- 
formation, or  connections ;  they  were,  in  general,  mer- 
cenaries, rather  intent  on  their  own  personal  interest  and 
aggrandizement,  and  if  we  may  judge  frpm  the  plans 
adopted  in  the  subsequent  ministry,  and  the  complete 
darkness,  in  which  the  government  has  been  kept  with  re- 
gard to  Spanish  America,  and  the  manner  in  which  it  has 
teen  misled,  they  never  knew  the  public  sentimeiit  of 
that  continent,  and  I  have  the  best  founded  reasons  td 
add,  [they  had  neither  abilities,  nor  principles,  to  aid  in 
any  cause,  that  was  to  be  conducted  on  the  basi^  of  libe- 
rality and  honour.  When  the  services  of  such  charac- 
ters, are,  still  preferred  to  the  sacrifices,  lEipproved  zeaf^ 
and  unrequited  exertions,  of  our  own  subjects;  no  won- 
der that  the  Spanish  Americans  complain,  that  our  ulte- 
rioUr  views  towards  them  are  dishonourable,  and  that  we 
should,  yet,  know  so.  little  of  this  valuable  portion  of  the 
globe,  whose  resources  are  so  fast  wasting  from  us.  * 

The  plans  Mr.  Pitt  adopted  for  the  Spanish  settle- 
ments, appear  to  have  been  an  absolute  independence,  and 
an  entire  separation  from  the  mother  country.  Yet,  thii 
was  a  work  of  a  very  complicated  and  gigantic  nature ; 
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tke  tn^ans^nd  persons  employed,  vrere  not  adequate ;  nor 
were  the  settlements  in  a  state  of  maturity,  for  such  an, 
event,  or,  even  disposed  for  its  accomplishment  Posterior 
eircumstances,  have  proved,  in  amanner  the  most  evident, 
that,  notwithstanding  the  wrongs  of  the  Spanish  govem- 
ment,  a  naere  reform  was  wished ;  and,  that  the  natives 
,  of  those  distant,  and  injured  settlements,  were  not  tired  of 
the  name  of  Spaniards.  Perhaps,  there  is  not  an  instance, 
when  this  question  was  popular  in  England,  in  which, 
both  the  public  and  the  governipent,  were  more  deceived, 
than  in  the  one  here  alluded  to.    The  fete  of  our  own 
expeditions  to  South  America,  convinced  us,  that  its  na- 
tives were  not.  debased  enpu^  to  subhiit  to  conquest ; 
and  the  ati^^  at  which  the  more  recent  insurrections  yet 
stand,  most  clearly  demonstrate,  that  the  ties  of  the  mo- 
ther country,  y^ere  too  jstrong,  to  be  easily  shaken,  much 
less  so,  by  esfteriour  interference.    Loyalty  was  never 
wanting  in  Spanish  America,  and  the  manner  in  which, 
the  natives  have  defended  their  own  coasts,*  the  sacri- 
fices they  have,  so  long,  made  for  the  parent  state,  and 
their  late  antipathy  to  the  French,  unequivocally  prove 
its  existence.    It  has,  only,  been  (as  will,,  hereafter,  be 
more  fully  evinced)   since  ingratitude  has  been  thrown 
into  the  cup  of  the  other  ills,  the  settlements  had  to  en- 
dure, that  the  people  have  been  roused,  that  they  have    . 
attempted  open  resistance ;  but,  even  yet,  they  haVe  not 
generally  expressed  sentiments,  coincident  to  indepen- 
dence J  nay,  they  yet  cling  to  the  Spanish  name,  revere 

*  It  it  a  fact,  that  prior  to  the  expulsion  of  the  Jesuits,  ob  regular 
Spanish  troops  were  oa  the  American establidhmeut.  Theunpopula- 
irity  of  this  measure,  made  it  requisiteto  be  proyided  against  insurree- 
tions  of  the  Indians,  which  immediatdy  followed,  in  l7Sa< 
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th)6  sime  monarcfi ;  &tt  Cadit  goTemment,  atone^is  tb«f 
dissentient  point. 

There  are  too  many  public  testimonies,  on  record,  for 
it  to  be  doubted,  that  the  British  goverMsent  wai^,  at  one 
time,  busied  in  either  plans  of  reform,  or  of  separation, 
fbr  the  Spanish  American  settlements ;  but  they  do  not 
appear  to  have  been,  publicly,  and  officially,  annonnced 
and  avowed  to  them,  till  June,  1797  }  notwithstanding  die 
different  neighbouring  governors,  had,  long,  been  corres-* 
ponding    on  the  subject.    About  that  period.  General 
Picton,  governor  of  Trinidad,  by  orders  of  Mr*  Secretary 
Dundas,  addressed  and  circulated  a  proclamation  on  all 
the!  contiguous  main,  which,  from  the  express  nanner  in 
which  it  acknowledges,  the  oppression  and  tyrannic  sys< 
tern  exercised  there;  as  well,  as  from  its  containing  the 
Aiost  ample  and  express  proffers  of  friendship ;  besides 
act(!tal  asstirances,  of  England  being  ever  ready  to  givej 
aid  and  support,  tohenever  the  inkairitaMs  were  disposed  to 
rnake  ns^  of  it;   I  have  conceived  highly  illustrative  of 
my  present  subject^  and  have,  consequently^  placed  it 
in  my  Appendix,  under  the  bead  of  A ;  as  its  insertion  in 
^s  place,  would  interfere,  too  much,  with  the  body  of 
my  text    This,  was  a  solemn  and  sacred  pledge,  then 
made  to  the  people  of  Spanish  America,  that  England 
felt  for  th^ir  debased  situation;  was  sensible  of  their 
ivrongs,  and  was,  at  all  times^  ready  to  redress  thenu^ 
This,  was  an  act,  aa  solemn  and  as  binding,  as  our  first 
engagements  made  tvith  the  Asturian  and  Sevilian  de- 
puties ;  and  though  it  would  have  been  inconsistent  and 
dishonourable  in  England,  in  such  moments  as  these,  to 
have    abetted    the  absolute   inde^ndence  of  Spanish 
America,  it  was,,  however,  a  most  sacred  obligation  and 
bounden  duty,  on  her  part,  to  see  that  the  objects  of  her 
former  promises,  now  attached  to  her  by  aoiew  alliance. 
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were  not  b^tcfaerf^  M  tpgnite0»  totally  undegerving  of 
ber  regafdr  Her  foriner  offers,  added  to  the  fresh  bopds, 
fhe  bad  just  contracted  witb  the  whole  Spsoiisb  monarchy* 
ought  to  have  urged  her,  to  apply  those  ]^inciples  of 
truth  and  reason,  as  well  as  ^at  manly  promptitude, 
whiob,  in  general,  have  guided  ber  ei\binet,  not  only  in 
objects  of  policy  and  legislation*  but^  also,  in  ail  foreign 
transactiens,  in  order  to  binder  the  destruction  of 
Ibe  best  portion  of  that  same  naonarcby,  that  had, 
BOW,  beccHne  our  aUy,  and  the  common  feelings  of 
men,  ougbt  to  have  made  usleel  for  a  flagrant  and  cry- 
mg  iiynstice,  of  which  we  bore  a  proportionate  btame, 
and  of  which,  eventually,  we  shall  experience  the  deep- 
,^Mk  eopseq  ounces. 

Such,  as  ccmtanied  in  document  A«  were  the  sentiments 
jmd  professions,  which  the  British  goremment,  by  ex- 
presa  oommand,  caused  to  be  manifested  and  circuhited 
on  all  the  Southern  continent  of  America,  and  sneb  the  as- 
surances wladk  were  never  withdrawn.  They  are  on  pub- 
lic record,  they  are  well  remembered  hy  the  natives,  to 
whom  they  were  often  individually  repeated ;  aad  up  to 
the  time  of  the  late  Spanish  revolut]^ ;  and  till  a  chanpe 
of  poKcy  took  place,  similar  seatifiients  were  confirmed 
by  aH  the  governors  of  the  contigiKMis  islands.  Thus,  did 
Ec^and  stand  pledged  ;  thus,  did  she  acknowledge  the 
oppression  under  which  the  Spanish  Americans  labour- 
ed ;  and  afiser  such  a  confession*  after  an  offer  so  sotemn 
and  so  voluntary ;  they  had  the  best  founded  reasons  to 
look  up  to  ber,  as  their  future  deliverer,  from  that  same 
oppfession,.  she  had  so  ofiten,  and  io  explicitly  deplored. 
They  had  spfa^ntial  grounds  to  believe,  that  ber  sya^NU 
tbetic  aentimearts  were  real  and  stneere ;  tbat  they  had 
not  been  proposed  as  a  snare,  or  uoder  At  guise  of  mo- 
mentary interest    The  least,  they  were,  thence,  autho- 
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rilled  to  expect  was,  Ibat,  when  they  were  equally  patrid* 
tic,  equally  enemies  of  the  French,  equally  ready  to  join 
in  the  common  cau8e,and  when  their  wishes  were  the  best, 
that  England  would  never  commit  herself,  so  far,  as  to 
abandon  them  to  the  fury  of  their  enemies,  and  to  deliver 
them  up  to  thedbvastatingscourge  of  a  cruel  war,  waged 
between  irritated  brethren-  Yet,  can  it  be  believed,  that  ^ 
when  the  newly  constituted  authorities  of  Caracas,  ap- 
pealed to  the  justice  and  generosity  of  the  British  govern- 
ment, in  a  most  eloquent  and  pathetic  letter  (hereafter 
quoted)  to  the  king,  and  only  complaining  of  the  illega- 
lity of  the  new  governments  of  Spain,  that  not  an  answer 
was  deigned  to  their  communication,  nor  an  efficient 
measure  adopted,  to  stop  the  evils,  which  daily  increased. 
It  was  about  the  period  of  our  dispute  with  Spain, 
respecting  Nootka  Sound,  that  Mr.  Pitt  first  commenced 
bis  projects,  for  revolutionizing  the  Spanish  possesions  ip 
America,  and  opening  their  lost  resources  to  more  gepe- 
ral  enterprise.  It  would  be  foreign  to  my  present  purpose, 
here,  to  endeavour  to  tracje  the  various  ^engines  set  to 
work,  in  the  first  place,  to  obtain  information,  and  after- 
wards to  constructions,  which  might  eventually  leadio 
the  political  emancipatioti  of  that  quarter  of  the  globe, 
and  insure  its  regeneration.  Many  of  them,  have,  already, 
istudipusly,  been  laid  before  the  British  public,  either  in 
Reviews,  in  detached  Tracts,  or  in  the  Annual  R^iste^ 
Most  of  them,  would  warrant  the  assumption,  alre«idy^, 
made,  that  the  means  projected  igid  employed,  were  nei- 
ther adequate  or  congenial ;  and  abundance  of  posit;ivet^8- 
timony,  might  be  adduced,  to  prove,  that  the  beneficent  in- 
tentions of  ^ur  miniBters,were,  in  some  cases,  egr^iously 
imposed  upon*  It  would,  at  the  same  time,  be  ifrelevant 
here,  to  discuss  the  merits  of  that  part  of  Mr.  Pitt's  pro- 
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ject,  which  rriated  to  the  expediency  of  interesting  tlie 
United  States  of  North  America,  by  a  proportionable  co- 
o^ration,  in  the  emancipation  of  their  sister  continetit ; 
or,  to  dwell  on  a  renewal  of  the  same  projected  scheme, 
during  theadministration  of  Lord  Sidmouth.  They  may  be 
seen,  at  some  length,  in  the  Edinburgh  Review,  for  Janu* 
ary^  1809 ;  and  many  interesting  particulars,  nyay,  also,  be 
collected,  from  the  instructions  given  to  Generals  Craw-, 
fbrd*'  and  Whitelocke ;  and  m  the  trials  of  the  lattery  of 
Lord  Melville,  and  Sir  Home  Popham.  The  fact  is,  that 
'at  the  period  to  which  I  allude,  in  Europe,  vast  and  briU 
liant  plans  existed,  on  paper,  for  the  emancipation  and 
political  regeneratioil  of  Spanish  America,  when,  at  the 
same  time,  its  natives  were  neither  predisposed,  or  even 
acquainted  with  what  was  meditating  so  far  off,  for  the 
amelioration  of  their  lot.  Eventually,  these  long  pro- 
jected  plans,  ended  in  injudicious  iEittempts  to  subject 
them,  by  the  force  of  arms ;  and  to  impose  upon  them, 
a  fresh  allegiance,  against  which,  they  bad  the  strongest 
prejudices.  Roused  by  the  spirit  of  freedom,  and 
galled  by  the  experience  of  the  past,  the  American 
prbviilces  might  have  been  induced  to  throw  off  tht 
:  Spanish  yoke ;  but  instead  of  leaving  these  results  to  the 
energies  of  mind,  and  to  the  gradual,  and  more  effective 
means  of  convincing  its  natives  of  t;beir  disgradation 
and  atgect  state,  and  animating  them,  by  fiie  prospect  q( 
a  brighter  era  which  Awaited  their  own  exertions,  we 
ii<>t  only  attempted  by  the  bayonet,  to  rend  asunder,  all 
tbe  ties  which  unit^  them  to  the  soil,  from  Whence  thi^ 
4^rived  dieir  origin ;  but  we  held  out  to  them,  what,  as 

^  fieneraf  Crawford,  with  5000  men,  Waf  bound  agatiut  Cfafii, 
whm  it  if  repotted  he  had  befor#  beqa  inco^ito  to  take  plant. 
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tbey  conceived  to  be*  w^  a  greater  degnuiation  tbaa  ihs . 
0H€,  we  sought  to^rcmove* 

So  much  was  the  British  government  engaged  in  its  pkeaa 
for  the  Spanish  main,  that  ext>editioms  were  sent  to  Buenoa 
Ayres ;  but  their  failure  having  been,  already,  attributed 
to,  partfy,  the  ri^t  causes,  viz.  to  the  pkins  0f  conquest* 
and  to  the  attempt,  df,  merely,  gtviiig  the  chains  Of  fJiie 
people^  aniHher  form;  it  will  not  be  necessar^#  here^ 
to  enter  into  any  furtiier  particulars.    Erien  up  to  the 
breaking  out  of  the  present  Spanish  patriotic  cause,  21 
fresh  expedition  was  ready  to  put  to  8ea»  coaratianded  fagr 
SiiT  Artibur  Wellesl^^  and  to  be  accompanied  t^  General 
Minu»la  and  oihers;  the  tf  oops  and  ooaunaiuler  of  wbi<^ 
afterwards  atHed  to  the  Petrinsula*  from  their  tendezv^ia 
at  Cork.    These  crrcia^&istanGes  were  aot  imknown  to  the 
Spanidi  Americans^  and  such  demoastrattona,  a^kkd  to 
tiie  M)iemii  dedaiaitioDS  they  bad  toMiau^  ti»  remfeii 
from  the  year  1797^  amounted  to  an  undouteed  certao^^ 
that  interest  and  liberality,  would  urge  tfaeciMMaatof  Su 
James»  when  m  its  power,  to  interfile,  at  least,  for  an 
amelioration  of  tbeir  lot;  and  that,  when  they  bad  pflfered 
to  beieome  parties  in  the  wiur  against  the  French)  di^ 
would  nc^  be  left,  deserted,  and  abandoned  to  their  £M^; 
snore  especially  at  a  tin^^  whentlay  &nfy  asked  for  re- 
jfifhtty  and  for  the  restoration  of  those  rights,  of  whkfaL 
th^  Imd  been  unjustly  dispossessed.  When  tSiey  appeal- 
«ril  to  England,  as  their  umpire,  little  did  they  dr6am>  tibat 
s^e  would  behold,  t^rith  cold<q^hy,  thds^  very  struggles, 
ahe,iierself,  had  so  Mely  excil^and  encoun^ged.  Little 
ivdid  Haty  ^suppose  it  jumble,  When  they  were  oaJy  aim* 
ing  at  redress,  and  she  had  just  before  pledged  to  support, 
.  evea,  tkeir  indc^iendetiee,  that  England  would  not  befriend 
theift^ratid  this,  iot  a  ttioment,  when,  had  she  only  Mfted 
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Q^  ber  4iftnel  ifi  tme,  nearly  «ll  bleod^ed  tnigtii  btfe 
^en  spared,  ami  the  Spjamsh  cause  oaade  doul^y  strong ; 
iiEherea6«ow>  the  Spanish  iBoni^rct^  is  dismemberedi  ci- 
vil wars  haT«  been  enkincUed,  universal  devtstajtioa  has 
ensued,  to  such  a  lamental^  degree,  that,  on  a  correct 
patciilation,more  lives  have  been»  abeady,  $£^f  ili<^d  in  the 
Spanish  Aiinerican  provinces,  than  in  European  Spain. 

§  I  have  been  moi«  explicit  in  ibis  short  sl^tcb  of  tbi 
former  ^i^toatiions,  views,  and  profes^ns  of  the  Britv^  go* 
T^mment  towards  the  natives  of  Spanish  America,  becans^ 
I  have^nc^iced  tile  odium  and  rai»cour,  our  derdiction»  and 
^bsequent  mience  bav^  caiused ;  and,  bacause,  Imd  it  not 
been  for^i^se  repeated  afsurances  and  demonstrations; 
as  well  as  t^  positive  conviction,  (hat  an  attempt  at  ire- 
f^rm,  would  coincide  with  the  good  vruh^  of  £ngla»d# 
and  even  vrith  those  of  the  whole  liberal  wotrhl^  the  pro** 
vinces  of  SpaniA  America,  would  not  have  sought  it; 
hut}  would  bave,  stitl,  hugged  their  chaiius,  bid  ihey 
fi^cm^  itccmsistentwit^  justice,  and  the  4:ommimftel* 
ings  of  men. 

Ui^d  by  the  love  of  ccmimon  justice,  if  Ihave  tfausfn*, 
traced  the  hardships  of  the  political  situation  of  Spanadi 
A^oaerica,  if  I  have  pointed  out  the  defects  of  the  cdoaial 
iiystem  of  Spain,  and  explained  the  arbitrary  conduetiof 
hergovefsmental^geats;  itikasnot^beea  for  tiie  purposes  of 
feporoach ;  bvA,  ratber,  wjtli  a  view  to  coofvey  a  just  cotii* 
(trqilipn  of  the  abject  and  degradiiid  circumstances,  uater 
9iiuch,tiie  Spanish  Amlericans  laboured,rat  the  period,  when 
ihe  rulencf  France,  re«>lved  on  ajc^an^x>f  dyoasty  in  thd 
foninsula ;  and  w1iep  the  results  of  that  delnised  VehiAtty 
and  deep  intrigue,  %y  which  he  had,  long,  been  pl:e^ 
fesm^  for  tbe  cooipletioQ  of  his  base  4es^,  became 
manifest  td^  the  astonished  world.     The  unweildly  power 
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6t  France,  had,  ^ready,  extended  her  limits,  far  beyond 
those  known  to  her  ancient  kings;  and  a  rapid  succession 
of  victories,  aided  by  artifice  and  intspigue,  had  made  the 
]^UtfC6  of  the  surrounding  monarchs,  subservient  to  th^ 
views  of  a  chiefs  who  had,  dexterously,  raised  himself^ 
on  the  ruins  of  republican  anarchy  and  prescriptive  right. 
To  ordinary  minds,  one  would  have  thought,  that  such 
acquisitions  as  these,  would  have  been  sufficient  to  satisfy 
thekeenest  cravings  of  ambition;  but,  in  the  bosom  of  such 
a  man,  as  Buonaparte,  in  like  manner,  as  in  that  of  the 
hero  of  ancient  history,  he  is  most  proud  to  imitate;  tbit 
«ver  restless  passion,  like  space,  haa  no  limits ;  and  to 
roiiquer  one  world,  was  only  to  sigh  for  aootlier* 

To  usurp  the  contiguous  throne  of  Spain  and  the  Iii^ 
dies,  and  place  their  sceptre  in  the  haads  of  one  of  his  own 
femiiy,  was  a  project  he  had  long  revolved  in  his  asptIN* 
ing  breast;  and  consonant  to  his  plans  of  universal  iM^ 
narchy,  and  general  doiiiinion,  in  1S08,  he,  openly^  readlvi* 
ed  to  make  the  Peninsula,  a  domain  of  Fraace^  He  tfm, 
already,  in  military  possession  of  the  principal  frontier 
towns;  and  the  persons  of  the  Royal  Family,  had  been^ 
long,  surrcHinded  by  his  creatures.  The  degraded  sitoa* 
tion  of  Spain,  was,  islso,  propitious  to  so  vile  and  haxarw 
dous  a  plot ;  and  the  general  debility,  which  had  spread 
throughout,  was  peculiarly  favourable  to  the  means  em* 
ployed  for  its  execution*  Charles  IV«  a  weak  and  inactive 
prince,  had  then  reigiied  about  twenty  years ; .  but,  from 
the  tinMfof  his  marrii^  with  the  princess  of  ParBi%  be 
bad  been  so  much  "VMler  the  control  of  his  wife,  wfaMe 
icandalous  intrigues  liad  become  an  objaet  of  scorn  to 
•tte  meanest  of'  her  sulyects,  that  scarcely  an  act  of  viri^ 
tiiaor  justice^  had  characterized  his  pusUlammouKTe^m 
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With  such  a  monarchy  and  under  the  guidance  of  a  nin 
m€ter»  both  a  libefrtine,  and  a  despot ;  Spain  was^  at  tfait 
iimei  sunk  in  the  most  abject  state  of  political torpoF  and 
debasement,  and  appeared  to  be  on  the  eve,  of  fklliog  an 
easy  prey,  to  an  insidious  and  powerful  invader.   The  in- 
fluence of  the  queen,  and  the  excesses  of  her  paramour, 
hird^9f>refKi  dissentions  between  the  king  and  his  son ;  and 
the  unprecedented  favours  shewn  to  an  intriguing  and 
ambitious,  upstart,  had  not,  only,  alienated  the  minds  of 
the  nobles  frojn  the  person  of  their  sovereign ;    but,  had, 
also,  inspired  contempt,  amongst  the  lower  orders  of  so^ 
ciety*    Spain,  was,  besides,  without  fleets,  treasury,  or 
arsenals ;  public  credit  had  become  extinct;  and  a  consi- 
derable national  debt,  had  been  accumulated.    Flattery, 
favours,  and  bribery,  had,  long,  been  the  only  mean»,  by 
which  employments  had  been  obtained ;  the  laws^  had, 
freqaently,  been  founded  on  the  caprices  of  a  corrupt 
preinier ;  the  court,  and  most  of  the  higher  classes,  had 
become  a  prey  to  aU  kinds  of  immorality  and  dissipation; 
and  every  means  of  circulating  liberal  ideas;  had  been 
p<dlttted.    Patriotism  and  national  interest;  no  longer 
preserved  the  union  of  society;  the  press  was  broken,  or 
fettered ;  the  public  writers,  were  awed  into  silence,  by 
proscription ;  or,  shamefully,  bribed  to  plead  the  cause 
of  existing  despotism,  by  ribbands,  offices,  or  pensions  ; 
in  shorty  evety  thing  was  grown  into  systematic  tyranny 
.^UAd  dtebasenient,  or  consigned  to  the  darkness  and  apa- 
iHay  of  ignorance;  whilst  every  spark  of  genius,  merit,  and 
fibeniility,  were  either  damped,  or  extinguished. 

.  Siich,  was  the  situation  of  Spain,  in  1808,  when  Buo« 
fiaparte  thteSv  off  the  ma^k  of  friendship,  and  entrapped 
ite  members  of  the  Royal  Family.    I  liasten  to  pass  over 
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that  brilliant  display  of  patriotism  and  national  feeiingt 
wbicb)  immediately^  burst  forth  in  ihe  whole  Spanish  iia* 
tion ;  but,  particularly,  in  the  lower  classes,  where  the 
^rcmta^OQ  of  the  court  had  not  reached  5  and,  which, 
eventually,  led  to  an  alltance  witjti  ourselves*  Cop^nedf 
as  I  am,  to  the  affairs  of  Spain,  <;^fi^ty,  as^  they  rehte  toiiM^ 
question,  now  under  discussion,  it  would  be  perfectly  irn 
relevant,  here  to  call  the  attention  of  my  readers,  to  niiK- 
taiy  details,  or  to  view  the  Peninsula,  in  th^  light  ^ 
agmnd  theatre  of  successive,  and  brilliant  victories* 
Those  errors,  also,  of  our  piolicy,  which  contributed  to 
weaken  the  laffections  of  its  inhabittnts ;  and  by  wliidi^ 
the  resources  and  energies  of  the  co^ntry^  have  poft  been 
adequately  called  forth,  or  united,  I  leave,  to  a  moi%i  ftUe 
pen;  certain  as  it  is,  that  the  public  cannot  long  bede< 
priced  of  a  full  expose  of  the  impolitic  measures,  and  fa^^ 
tal  effects  of  a  weak  diplomacy,  which,  if  ihey  have  not 
greatly  retarded  the  expulsion  of  the  French,  and  stripi- 
ped  many  of  our  brilliant  successes  of  half  their  promised 
fruits ;  have,  at  least,  detached  tlie  mass  of  the  Spanish 
nation,  so  much  from  our  interest Jthat  they  scarcdy 
feel  bound,  either  by  the  ties  of  gratitu^  or  by  the  te* 
nour  of  that  premature  treaty,  we  so  early  iiade,  witiii  liic 
first  self  created  govemmei^  of  the  Peninsu}^  — Whilst 
no  language  can  be  too  stroaag,  or  too  glowing,  te^pburtray 
Uhe  valour  and  prudence  of  our  military  eh&rf,  afid  the 
hieroic  ardour  of  his  persevering  troops ;  it  is,  at  t^  same 
time,  painful  to  reflect,  how.Uttle  effective  co-ope|ration 
has  been  obtained  from  a  nation,  that  p^omked  so  ikmch 
in  die  outset  of  its  just  cause;  aiid.how  much  it^  re- 
lources  have  been  wasted  and  los4:.  It  Is  lamentable:  to 
l>ehold,  the  domestic  anarchy  and  civil  discord,  whiph 
have  been  suffered  to  rankle  and  impair  the  energies  of^  a 
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rection,  (being  loased  by  the  mgtatttude  of  its  foe,  aad, 
atimulated,  also,  by  a  loyal  impulse,)  ii6  much  was  expec- 
ted.— But,  it  is  high  time^  to  pass  on,  to  ttiat  period  of 
<!mr  cotmection  widi  Spain,  when  our  relations  assumed 
^  shape  of  a  definitive  treaty. 

§  On  the  14th  of  January,  1809,  that  is,  after  the  Spanish 
nation  had  been  receiving  from  the  gotemment  and  peo- 
ple of  England,  the  most  unequivocal  and  dismterested 
proofs  of  friendship,  sincerity,  and  profuse  aid,  for  ujv 
Wards  of  seven  months,  a  definitive  treaty  of  peace  and 
ialliance  was  agreed  upoai,wtth  the  Central  Junta  of  Seville, 
in  the  name  of  Ferdinand  Vllth.    This  treaty  9tipulateBy 
u  perpetual  nnd  sincere  amity  and  strict  aiKdnce,  and^m 
erMre  and  lasting  oblivion  ^fpast  hostilities. — ^It  vras,  fuiv 
ther,  agreed,  that  the  contracting  parties  sho^d  maioe  eom^ 
nu>n  cause  against  France,  that  England  i^ouM  suppfy 
abundant  succours,  and  by  an  additional  article,  U  was, 
also,  stipulated,  that  a  treaty  of  commerce  was  to  ie  cetr^ 
tied  into  effect,  at  a  more  contenient  time ;  a  promise^ 
Which  apparently  stands  as  a  counterpoise,for  the  aid  which 
'  England,  wtts,  about  to  give ;  and  as  an  equivalent  lor  the 
Enormous  expences  she  was,  thereby^  to  meur ;  T)Ut  virhich 
up  to  the  present  moment,  has  not  been  complied  wth— 
By  some  posterior  arrangement,  not  attatched  to  the  ori- 
ginal treaty,  as  publi^ed  in  the  prints  of  the  day,  and 
preserved  in  the  Annual  Registers  j  it  waa  afterWavds 
agreed,  that  England  should  guarantee  the  ii^grity  of 
the  whole  Spanish  monard^;  an  obligation^  whith  the 
Spantsh:government,  has  interpreted,  a«  a  positive  exdu- 
sion  to  our  interfer^ence  with  the  American  provineei; 
and  as  an  actual  engagement  on  the  part  of  EBglMd, 
even,  to  employ  force  against  their  revolted  inhabitaiats 
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at  wanton  insurgents;  a  compliance^  with  whichi  the  Ca*' 
.  diz  rulers  have,  since»  more,  than  once,  officially  exacted. 
This  stipulation^  was,  also,  partly^  announced  in  the 
king's  message  to  both  houses  of  parliamenti  on  the  4th 
pC  July,  1808;  wherein  a  pledge  is  given,  to  maintain 
the  power  and  independence  of  the  Spanish  monarchy, 
pitegral  and  entire. 

Such,  is  the  substance  of  the  engagements,  which 
bound  us  in  sacr^ed  and  eflFcctive  alliance  with  the  whole 
Spanish  monarchy  I  of  which,  as  the  American  provinces 
constitute  an  equal  and  integral  part,  not  only  by  the  an^ 
cient  laws  of  th?  realm,  as  already  proved ;  but,  also, by  the 
more,  recent  acknowleclgments  of  the  newly  constituted 
authorities  of  the  P^pinsula,  as  will  hereafter  be  seen ;  it 
.appears  strange,  that  it  should  now  be  interpreted,  that 
.this  same  treaty  of  alliance,  was,  exclusively,  confined  to 
European  Spain.    The  want  of  sonae  definite  basis  for 
^the  Anierican  provinces,  added  to  the  posterior  conduct 
of  both  the  Spanish  and  British  governments,  have,  how- 
ever, practically,   given  such  interpretation  to  these  en- 
gagements; thereby,  constituting  Spain,  as  the  fully  autho- 
rized and  despotic  parent  state,  and,  thus  leaving  the 
;  American  provinces,  on  the  footing  of  dependent  colo- 
_nies,  divested  of  any  will  of  their  own.    This  unfortu- 
.  nate  and  material  error,  out  of  which  have  arisen,  most  of 
the  fatal  dissentions,  now  so  fast,  dismembering  the  Spa- 
nish monarchy,  to  whom  we  then  bound  ourselves,  and 
whose  integrity  we  guaranteed,  without  explaining  the 
real  purport  of  so  comprehensive  a  clause,  has  never  yet 
.  been  corrected,  but  has  rather  been  confirmed  by  the  acts 
.and    correspondence  of  tJie  British  ministers,  in  which 
mejition  bus  been  ^lade  of  the  Spanish  American  pro* 
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.vinces',  as  well  as  in  every  other  transaction  relating  t^ 
tfaein.  It  is,  therefore,  here,  necepsary  to  enter  into  soiae 
l^xplanatcHy  details,  respecting  our  first  treaty  with 
Spain. 

It  was,  unfortunately,  at  the  very  moment  the  Spani^ 
patriotic  cause  broke  out,  an4  when  the  first  deputies  ar>* 
rived  from  the  Juntas  of  Seville  and  Asturias;  that  Engw 
land  lost  the  favourable  opportunity,  of  comply  ii^witk 
her  ancient  promises  and  engagements  made  with  Spanish 
America;  as  well  as  of  adding  fresh  strength  and  resource^ 
to  the  new  ones,  on  which  she  was  about  to  enter,  with 
European  Spi^in.     Founding  herself  on  that  self  evident 
^principle,  that  Spain  could  not<  eventually,  withstand 
,the  struggle,  and  repel  the  ibrce  preparing  against  her^ 
but,  by  the  aid  and  resources  of  het  ultramarine  provinces^ 
England  ought  to  have  foreseen,  that  their  union  and  al- 
legiance, was  not  only  necessary,  but  if  possible,  that  it 
was,  besides,  requisite  to  increase  their  revenue,  in  order 
to  multiply  the  essential  means.   When,  therefore,  Spaia 
proposed  the  integrity  of  the  monarchy,  as  astipulation 
lo  her  treaty,  if  she  thereby  understood  the  abject  de- 
pendence of  her  colonies,  she,  as  well  as  ourselves,  mus^ 
have  been  aware,  that  if  they  continued  in,  their  past  de- 
igraded  state,  and  under  such  an  unjust  a  systeni,  as  that 
I  have  before  pourtrayed,  the .  advantages  to  be  deriv^d^ 
would  be  but  small;  and  that  nothing,  but  a  grand  apd 
radical  reform,  added  to  a  full  restoration  ^ot  their  rights, 
could  adequately  turn  them  tg  account.    When  Englan4 
bound   herself  to  give  succours,    Spain,  reciprocally, 
pledged  herself  to  exertion,  and  to  husband  her  resources j 
and  when  the  former  guaranteed  the  integrity  of  the  said 
colonies,  as  part  of  the  entire  monarchy,  she  must  have 
been  sensible,  she  was  signing  the  warrant  of  a  fresh  war. 
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if  Spain  did  not  acquiesce  Jn  a  just  refbfm^  tTndcf  the 
ci^biimastic  hopes,  with  which  we  enttlMMrked  in  the  Pe-. 
niDSuIar  straggle^  we  ought  also  to  hare  ftwreseen,  that  irt 
all  times  of  need,  Spain  had  been  obliged  to  negoeiate 
loans  in  America;— that,  in  1797,  ffter  the  treaty  made 
with  the  French  a^  Risle,  so  gw*t  were  her  pecuniary 
wants,  that  she  w^s  obliged  to  borrow  17  naillions  of 
dollars  in  Mexico,  to  refund  which,  the  crown-raonopoly 
of  tobacco,  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  lenders; — thai 
lirhen  her  invasion  took  place,  according  to  the  state- 
ments of  Minister  Count  Cabar{i8,  she  had  a  national  debt 
rf400  millions  of  dollars  oq  her  shoulders^ — ^that  her  Vales 
Realesy  or  paper  money,  had  depreciated  59  per  cent,-.^ 
that  in  the  best  of  times,  when  her  territory  was  un- 
touched, and  when  under  an  actire  trade,  and  in  the  re*- 
ccipt  of  c^olonial  products,  her  annual  rerenue  did  not 
exceed  35  millions  of  dollars  ;-^and  that,  in  short,  by  the 
alienation  of  the  American  provinces,  the  mother  coun- 
try would  be  deprived  of  the  very  nerve  of  war, 

Spain^  with  great  reason,  relied  on  the  many  ties 
which  bound  the  ultramarine  provinces  to  her;  but  she 
must  have  known  little  of  the  feelings  of  the. human 
heart,  and  less  of  the  situation  of  her  sister  kingdoms,  to 
suppose,  that  they  were  to  be  drained  of  their  treasure, 
to  be  placed  under  a  war  system,  and  plunged  into  all 
its  privations,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  aiding  the  mother- 
country  to  gai'iher  independence;  when,  in  return,  their 
own  chains,  instead  of  being  knocked  off,  were  to  be 
tightened  and  rendered  more  heavy.  Whoever,  like  my- 
self, has  had  an  opportunity  of  viewing  the  Spanish 
Americans,  attentively,  must  pronounce  them  the  most 
loyal  people  any  sovereign  could  wish;  and  it  must 
iurther  be  confessed,  that  they  gave  to  the  term  and  to 
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the  idea  of  motber-coaBtry,  as  well  a^  lo  tbeir  co&l»titii« 
ttonal  monarch,  a  respect  and  veneratioii  unexampled ; 
but  there  is  a  point  beyond  which  the  most  abject  cannot 
proceed,  and  it  was  that«  at  which  both  Spain  and  Ame- 
rica had  arriTed,  when  the  transactions  at  Bayonne« 
roused  both  from  their  sullen  torpor* 

It  was  self  evident,  that  Spanish  America  would  not 
let  slip,  sttch  an  opportunity,  as  was  about  to  present  it-i 
self,  without  demanding  the  alleviations  and  political  to* 
formatioii,  so  essentially  necessary  to  her  own  welfare ; 
together  with  the  restitution  of  those  rights,  of  which  she 
had  been  dispossessed,  by  the  despotic  conduct  of  her 
successive  monarcbs.    This  was,  an  event,  easily  calr 
culatedand  foreseen;  as  well  as,  that,  if  denied,  she 
would  persist  in  her  demands.  This  position  being,  there* 
fore,  correct,  our  guarantee  of  the  integrity  of  the  Span*- 
ish  monardiy,  that  is,  our  authorizing  Spain  to  treat  her 
American  provinces,  with  every  species  of  harshness  ami 
injustice,  we,  pledging  ourselves  at  the  saaie  time»  to 
£^nd  aloo^  can  be  considered,  in  no  other  light,  than  as 
an  actual  consent  on  our  port,  for  one  half  of  the  Spai^h 
nation,  to  tyrannize  over  the  other;  n)(»rcan  this  clause  be 
iirterpreted  in  any  other  way,  wheh  all  circumstances  dm 
considered,  than  as  a  prelude  to  that  consequent  declara^ 
tion  of  war,  which  was,  clearly,  to  result,  ^ince  Spain 
seems  never  to  have  dreamt  of  redress,  or  reform.  Prom 
this  vague  stiputatioo,  whidi,  we  have,  besides,  left  Spain 
to  jnterpret,  widely,  to  her  own  convenience,  was,  piaia»- 
}y,  to  result,  the  sacrifice  of  one  Imlf  of  the  nation, whose 
united  cause  we  were  then  espousis^ ;  and,  in  thus  step*- 
{^ng  forward,  to  guarantee  a  most  flagrant  act  of  if^us*' 
tice,and,  in  negatively^uphoiding  Spain  in  the  continuation 
of  her  of^ressive  and  iniquitous  conduct  to  her  sktor 
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kingdon^s  of  America,  we,  ourselves,  became  a  parfy,  ^ 
the  iQost  atrocious  outrage  on  the  rights  and  liberties  of 
an  inoffensive  people,  that  ever  marked  the  annals  of  ty« 
ranny  or  imposture. 

It  has,  indeed,  been  asserted  in  Spanish  America,   air 
a  kind  of  excuse,  but,  God  knows,  with  what  degree  of 
foundation,  that  the  ministers  of  England,  were,  partly, 
surprised  into  this  clause  ;  and  that,  when  they  assented 
to  it,  they  were  unaware  of  the  latitude  that  could  be 
given  to  its  interpretation,  and  the  destructive  abuse,  that 
could  be  made  of  their  upright  intentions.    But,  if  Ibtt 
is  the  case,  is  it  not  high  time,  carefully,  to  ponder  on 
this  important  point,  and,  to  examine  the. fatal  conse^ 
quences,  which  have  originated  to  so  noble  a^cause,  from 
this  material  oversight?  Full  of  confidence  in  .the  redi^ 
iude  of  her  principles,  and,  as  the  avowed  protectress  of 
reason  and  of  justice,^  England  entered  into  an  alliance 
with  Spain;  but,  if  the  consequences  of  that  alliance^  have 
been  opposed  to  both,  and,  are,  fast  disnptembpring  tiie 
monarchy,  whose  integrity,  we,  thereby,  guaranteed^ 
ought  we,  any  longer,  to  delay,  entering  on  a  review  of 
this  part  of  our  conduct;  and,  if*  possible,  to  fix  on  the 
most  early  remedy,  to  evils,  which,  interest  seventeen 
millions  of  our  allied  fellow  creatures,  of  whptn  we  have 
been,  hitherto,  unmindful,,  in  th^  hour  of  s^rrowi 

In  entering  on  such  a.  treaty,  as  the  one,  to  which  t 
allude,  the  cabinet  of  St  James,. must  certainly. have con^ 
iemplated  some  objects  of  expediency ;  or  at  least,  in  an 
undertaking  so  expensive  and  so  difficult,  as  that  we 
then  had  before  us,  some  account  must  have  been  made 
of  the  resources  of  Spanish  America.  If  so,  their  being 
unexpectedly  cut  off,  becomes  a  point  of  material  con* 
■ideration.    Spain,  even  in  time  of  peace,  could  scarcely    * 
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€xlM  AS  4ir  nalioiii  although  with  the  aid  of  her  Amferiea'n 
provtoceB;  for  a»  already  demonstrated,  she  had  been 
lotlg  vei^g  to  a  state  of  complete  penury  and  degrada- 
tion. We,  certainly,  must  have  been  awar^  of  this  pal- 
-^abie  fact,  so  soon,  afterwards,  confirmed  by  official 
•^aten^ents  •  laid  before  the  nation;  whereby  it  was 
proved. ;  that,  besides  the  interest  of  the  national  d^bt, 
,the  V  annual,  expences  of  .  government,  amounted  to 
l>3€iOj00O,0Q0  rials,  to  Cover  which,  there  w^as  only  k 
i:evenue  of  255,000,000  do;  thus  leaving  a*  deficit  oif 
945)OeOj0OO  dOi*  -  Ifj  such  was  the  actual  picture  of 
Spai^  at  the  beginning  of  1811,  that  is,  after  90  milli6tts 
of-  ^iollars  had  •  been  received  from  Spanish  America, 
£r^n  jflie.  commencement  of  her  patriotic  cause,  what 
imist  i^t  have  been  her  impoverished  state,  at  the  mo^ 
toent  we  f^med  our  alliance,  since  so  large  a  portion  of 
her  territory  was  in  the  hands  of  the  French? 

'In, such  an  exigency,  Spanish  America  was  the  only 
cwt^^,'  on  whichy  the  government  of  Spain,  could  call 
for  pf otmkuy  aid  and  resources;  it  was' evident  she 
woul4  refuse  them,  if  not  redressed;  So' that,  a  stipula- 
tion ^  this,  or  Some  other  equivalent  effect,  olight  td 
have  preceded  the  one,  by  which  we  guaranteed  the  inte- 
grtty  of  the  Spanish  monarchy ;  if  it  was,  thereby,  to  be 
under8t^>od,  that  by  this  transaction^  we  did  not  intericlto 
exclude  die  ultrfimarine  provinces,  froin  a  concurrence 
and  .partioipation.of  benefits,  in  the  very  engagement,  wd 
wefe  afaouVto  form,  with  European  Spain.    If,  we  had  it 


*  ExpbsiciQii  del  ministro  de  HacieDda>  sobre  el  Estada  de  U 
Tesdrertaoacioiial.  Real  Isla  de  Leon,  «5  de  Feb.  18U. 
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t|ien,  ipview,  to  giv^  full  e#i9acy  to  our  neyf  ^Um^$Uf 
hinder  future  misunderstandiags  ^d  bick^rin^ ;  tp^  Ip 
call  forth  the  united  re$ourcei^  of  4i^  whflie  S^pntH^im^ 
narcby,  in  an  active  and  condensed  sb^pe^  agains.t  tbe 
ponimon  enemy ;  to  combat  whogi,  both  4iyi^ioi)3  li^ro^ 
of,  were,  at  first^  so  ready  ai^d  so  ^^io^Si ,  it .  wft8»  from 
tbeconuQencementyiiot,  only,  essontialLy  npc^asafy  ta  ii^ 
mre  their  perfect  union  and  per,p[ig^nent  c<H>pief%tion,hilti 
pUd,  to  peclude  the  possibility  of  fts  iiejpg.  Hi  ftny  tin^ 
tUBpeadc^..  In  or4er  to^  r&^^  euco^ful  the  grwi 
flpheme  of  warfare,  into  which  we  thep  entered  fof  ih^ 
imoiediate  interests  of  Spaii^ ;  instead  of  hy'vf^  9  gfwi]|d' 
work  that  was  to  dismepabfer  the  yery  BajtioHj  wbo3e  C;9ivm 
we  were  making  oqr  own,,and,.^o<ild,  eyj4»»tly#  tend  t* 
disunity  its  forces,  to  infuse  dissei^tiPBS  mi  di^tfuftt,  wo4 
to  waste  so  many  valus^blexeso^rp^s;  WQO^bt>  m^ 
very  first  niQinentS|  an^  by  a  s^^d  ffi^.w^  dafiiw4  taria, 
J^i^ayJe  fixed  the  respp^tive  pbl^g^ofifr.  rf  the  parties 
thus  coni^rapti^g;  ^e  ojii^ht  t^have  ^eS^^  r^e^^rdfttu^ 
sitviatipn,  in,  wl^ch,  each  wa»  tp  $b^d  ii^  t^  9§i»^ml  f^ 
liauce;  aod  by  q,  fuUai^dexpUoit  de^iajaticp^^pdguftraii? 
|;ee  of  o;^r  viewf  a^^  .^^te^^ons^  w^  should,  tbusi,  h^ya 
hindered  those  misundei^sta^^^^g^  apd  lai^twi  c^Mliuaigpiy 
IBvrhichliaye  mateipiall|;  {9ile4^pu4?  frqjepU }%  Spak) ;  w|ui3)| 
^YQ  rei^idered  our  MVf^  odious  tp  Spanisli  AtBeiica, 
^nd  have;  al^^,  ^Ued  this  ilUf^ted  c^antry»  witb  honor  and 
devas^tiojju  ^4  W^  had  then  preferred  ito  jwe  Spat^,  en-* 
^y  the  solid  benefits  9f  uns^^iyiity,  see«irity,  )Biid  aational 
honour,  in  the  place  of  anarchy,  and  the  transitory  grati- 
fications of  bloody  triumphs  and  fell  revenge ;  by  ^r 
tetd  treaty,  we  ought  not  to  have  placed,  a  barrier  to.<;ho 
operations  of  reason,  consistency  and  law  ;  nor  any  ob* 
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%ta(ile  tor  Fetribative,  justice  being  extended  to  the  Ame^ 
ijcun  prorinces.  The  aUiftnca  xd  England,  was  sought, 
Md  solicited,  by  Spain,  and,  befdre  it  was  matured  into^i 
Specific  luiddeftkiitiYe  fbrm,  it  bad  been  cemented  by  acts 
^  i^iendfiAirp  and  sacriikes:  unexampled.  If  Spain  was 
4hjei)  iiticere  and  grateful,  and,  if  we  looked,  for  any  coni- 
i>ensation^  to  replace  those  sacrifices  we  were  about  to 
inettr,  tiiia  was  the  moment  to  have  stipulated  its  nature, 
0f%  fit  least,  to  have  establial^ed  its  basis.  Had  this,  only, 
be€^  doii^9  in  ^e  first  instance ;:  ludt^i^  ite^ty  been  madlb 
wit^  Ettitopean  and  AiAQrican*  Spain,  as  equal  knd  integral 
pirt3  c^  the  Speittsh  montTCbyv  ftnd  as^  in  fkct,  they 
ii^md ;  ^bttUtlessly  ti^  geremiiiMt  cf  l^pain,  Ivould,  in 
tto0€ttooiiieiits,baveioceded;  nay^  it  would  now  have 
been'  timnkfiil,  that  jostiee  and  liberality,  had  been  made 
(iie  groundworic  of  a  transaction,  by  which  to  many  me- 
laticboly  oQiiseqitences  might  have  been  avoided. 

Thja,  was  the  important  fnometit  to  hive  trac^  a  line 
Ibi  inm  0W«  pditmd  conduct;  then,  it  was,  that  we 
tm^t  lo  have  manffested  iR>  the  Spanish  nation,  at  large; 
what  were  our  viewsDn  entering,  with  such  cordiality, 
into  so  expensive  ancl  baKardMs  a^stthiggle ;  and  above  al), 
om  ^nspa&y  ought  tioi  to  have  been  ct>nfined  to  one  sec-^ 
tioiiy  j«iDQa  the  other,  bowirrer  distant,  was  equally  an  ap-i 
pei|dag)^aod,.  perhaps,  the  bi^igbtest,  of  the  crown  df  the 
mfoftiiBate  FerdiDand,wii08e  entire  Hghts^wethus,  nobly, 
stepped  fo^acd  to  delendr  By  this  means,  the  good  un- 
^^rstsmiding,  and  the  mutual  regard  of  the  two  govern- 
HE^ntSj^  would,  beyond  doubt,  have  been  strengthened  and 
pfeaerved;  and  the  eternal  gratitude  of  European  and 
American  Spain,  would  have  been  our  portion.  Instead 
tf^eomddering  the  one,  as  a  mere  cypber,  and  lavishing 
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the  iiiost  unbounded  acts  of  friendship  on  the  other,  il 
we  h^d  oniy  given  to  each,  thetdative  situation  thfitwai 
due,  and  even  by  a  tie,  stronger  thaii  any  they  bad  before 
knpwn,  if  we  had  but  united  both,  in  the  saine  just  and 
glorious  cauge,  in  which  each  was  so  deeply  interested^ 
besides  laying  the  ground-work  of  certain  success,  we 
should,  also,  have  stamped  our  policy,  e^en  in  the  eye^ 
of  the  most  cavillous  Spaniard,  with  the  features  of  dis- 
iDterestedness,  equal  justice  ^nd  firmness;  we  should  have 
silenced  all  the  grovelling  and  unworthy  suspicions  res- 
pecting pur  views,  which  would,  thereby,  have  been  pro^ 
yed,  as  originj^ting  from  pure  and  honourable  motives, 
and;  as,  divested   of  every  mercenary,  or  rival  feeling; 
Had  the  policy  of  England >  then  been  enlightened;  and 
the  conduct  of  Spain,  magnanimous;  and  had  our  alliance 
only  been  made,  with  the  Spanish  monarchy  of  both 
hemispheres;  had  it  had  for  object,  the  welfare  of  the 
whole  nation,  and  not  of  one  detached  portton,  then, 
might  we  have  been  enabled  to  boast  of  an. united  and 
effective  ally,  and  then,  n^ight  all  our  saerifices,  have 
been  crowned  with  .corresponding  fruits.    A  measure, 
like  this,  would  have  preven^d  the  jealousies,  and  bick-' 
ringft,  which  have  since  prigin^tis^,  and  would  have  clear* 
ed  up  that  mystery  and  ambiguity,  by  which  our  conduct 
has  always  been  env€il©ped;  for,  with  such  a  nation,  asf 
that,.with  which  js^e  were  then  dealing,  a  conduct,  not 
only  firm,  and  uijdeviating,  was  necessary ;  buLt,  also,  a 
policy,  the  mostplain,  clear,  and  unequivocal,  ought  to* 
have  been  observed  to  all  its  parts.  ' 

The  fact  is,  that  in  this,  as  well  as  in  our  other  pas-, 
teriour  ti^sactions,  relating  to  Spanish  Arnerica;  we 
appear,  not  to  have  been  aware,  of  l>er  real  and  relatiy^ 
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8it\iatlOn ;  nor  to  have  known,  that  she  formed  ah  equal 
and  undivided  part  of  the  Spanish  monarchy.  But,  yet, 
jf  we  were  ignorant  of  this  material  point,  in  our  new 
alliance ;  if  we  were  unacquainted  with  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  that  injured  country  ;  in  short,  if,  by  the 
whole  teuour  of  our  conduct,  we  becanie  the  abettors  of 
the  tyranny  and  injustice  of  Spain  ;  we  ought,  at  least,  not 
to  have  forgotten,  that  the  neat  revenue  the  crown  receiv- 
ed from  Spanish  America,  was  more  than  that  of  European 
Spain ;  that  it  was  easy  to  double  it ;  that  it  was  the  only 
country  from  whence  bullion  could  be  obtained ;  and, 
finally,  that,  if  a  civil  war,  whicb,  the  conduct  of  Spain, 
,wa&,  evidently,  preparing,  was  suffered  to  rankle,  arid  to 
Spnead  widely,  our  European  ally,  would  not  only  be  de- 
prived of  the  best  half  of  her  usual  resourceis ;  but,  that 
the  mines,  trade,  and  agriculture,  would  be  at  a  stand, 
and  tb^t  the  just  cause  in  which  all  parties  were  engaged, 
would,  thus,  lose  half  itseflFective  strength. 

How  different,  would  the  situation ,  of  Spain,  have 
been,  at  thfe  present  moment ;  if  a  good  understanding, 
and  a  solid  and  liberal  basis  for  our  future  conduct,  and 
satisfactory  to  all  parties,  had  been  adopted  in  the  earliest 
^tAges  of  our  alliance,  and  before  the  contest  was  made 
our  own.  She  might,  now,  have  hfitd  Spanish  America 
bound  to  her,  by  the  stroi^gest  tied  of  intei-est  and  grati- 
tdde  ;  and,  instead  of  now  having  money  to  expend,  and 
men  and  arms  to  send  over,  to  conquer  her  transmarine 
provinces,  by  thus,  having  made  liberality  and  justice  the 
basis:  of  her  conduct,  and  by  the  adoption  of  new  finan-* 
cial  plans,  she  might  be  in  theiannual  receipt  of  40  or  50 
millions  of  dollars,  besides  her  own  Ibcal  revenue;  and 
she  might  have  withdrawn  30,000  of  her  own  troops. 
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now  in  garrison  in  differfent  sections  of  America,  busied 
in  butchering  the  unredrfessed  inhabitants,  and  expetidi^g 
those  same  resources,  which  otherwise,  might  have  beek 
usefully  employed  in  the  general  cause.  Jn  addition,  she 
might  have  received  fifty  thousand  hatite  volunteers,  who 
would,  then,  have  joined  her  standard,  ia  Europe;  mA, 
besides,  she  would  hav«  deSferved  the  good  wi^ies  of 
every  feeling  mind.  Thirty  thousand  of  the  best  Spani^ 
droops, equipped  with  resources  supplied  by  England,  tevej 
up  to  the  present  time,  as  will,  hereafter, be mt)reftmytfeftt* 
ed,  been  sent  abroad;  these  might  have  kept  in  ttie.Ptettiti-^ 
sula,  and  with  this  additional  strength,  together  wfth  th* 
prospects  I  have  just  sketched,  it  might  feirly  be  asked^ 
what  different  results  might  not  have  been  produced  itf 
the  salvation  of  Spain,  after  the  battles  of  Saktmancs^ 
Vittoria,  and  liie  Pyrenees? 

How  England,  on  this  i^tne  occasion,  neglected  to  stH 
pulate  for  a, participation  in  a  trade,  which  the  other 
contracting  party-co«4d  not  car^y  on  j  and,  which,  by  add^ 
ing  to  the  res^ctive  resources  of  ^acfa,  would  have  beed 
of  the  most  es^eotiai  benefit  in  tranquiliziiig  asid  ai3i^lio|»t« 
ingtheaggrievedprovio^t^esof  Spanish  Atnerica^  appears 
a  political  problem^  diffi^j^it  to  be  solved ;  particularly, 
as  it,  early^  formed  a  'subject,  of  cQhversatioii,  betweeti 
Mr.  Canning,  and  I^n^Pedeo  Cevftlfa)^^  axicording  to  the 
assurance  of  the  latter.  En^and'tehdd^  with  eager  ad^- 
miration,  the  first  burst  of  the  revofattionaty  cause  of 
$pain;  and,  augured  w^ll^  from  the  enthusiaBtic  mani^r, 
in  which  the  natives  displleiyed  their  abhorrence  of  a  fb^ 
reign  yoke ;  ye\y  if,  we  then  hoped  for  ieveBEtaal  success^ 
it  was  not,  otily,  n^eessary  to  preserve  thit  spirit  entire, 
by  the  prevention  {^  ^cord  AiddiBseiitiow)  but^  alse, 
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to  thtoW,  in  the  fdleAt  and  most  etfecii^e  maamef  possi- 
bie,  that  additioitel  force,  mto  the  general  scale  of  exer- 
tion, which  might  have  been  derired  from  Spanish  Ame- 
rica. Th^  impo\'erished  and  debilitated  state  of  the  P^- 
ninsnl^,  was  public  and  manifest,  and  it  was  evident,  that 
the  only  means  of  retrieving  past  losses,  and  of  givii^fires^ 
vigdUT  and  energy  to  the  whole  machine.  Was,  by  hus^ 
bandif^  and  hnproving  those  Western  sources  of  wealth 
aind  revenue,  which,  alone,  could  crown  the  sacrifices  of 
all  parties,  ^ith  adequate  success.  It  was,  likewise,  na- 
tural, for  England  to  seek  some  cottipensation  or  othei", 
for  the  strenuotts  exertions  of  her  subje<its,  and,  as  t 
tneans  to  support  her  armieis.  Tet,  when,  consistently 
with  reason  and  national  honour,  and,  as  a  return  for  all 
DuT  sacrificfes,  vre  hkd  it  in  our  power  to  open  a  trade, 
"beneficial  to  all  parties ;  and  which,  besides  becoming  i 
bond  of  union,  would  have  rendered  European  Spain,  a 
itroftg  and  powerful  ally,  we  seem  scarcely  to  have  re- 
fleeted,  that  Spanish  America  was  in  existence ;  and,  ha^ 
tily  forming  a  treaty,  that  was  to  defeat  its  own  object, 
-ire  set  armies  <m  ibot,  and  rush,  as  it  were,  iq^o  a  smnmeir 
Campaign,  at  the  end  of  which,  we  trust,  to  ^perknbe  tb* 
generosity  of  the  self  created  governments  of  Ae  Penin*. 
sula.  That  individuals,  within  their  own  sphere,  should 
sport  romantic  and  disintei^stedl  a^ts  of  fri^dship,  is  ilk 
the  common  6rdei*  of  things ;  *but^  that  a  nation,  eniaiiing 
an  enormous  debt  on  its  posterity,  should  thus  act  cHdr 
visionary  calculations,  dnd  be  il^f  to  the  dictates  of  plti* 
dence  and  foresight,  in  an  obliquity  of  Conduct,  ikiut  can 
scarcely  be  credited.  The  fetal  consequences,  of  our  not 
theti  stipulating  for  a  free  trade  to  Spanish  America,  be- 
ing, however,'^  a  material  point  in  the  main  subjert,  no# 
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uoder  discussion,;  I  conceive  it  better  to  omit  any  further 
remsirks,  in  this  place,  and  tiHl  cometo  that  part  of  my 
teactj  wherein  I  prei^atewrtew  of  our  posterior  aiplomatic 
tTm9iS0im^m  C^diz,  undertaken  with  a  view  to  cAtain 
-ihia  concession;  tis  any  anticipation  in  this  place,  would  in« 
terfere  with  the  proposed  order  of  my  narrative.  I  wiiU 
therefore,  proceed  to  describe,  thp  first.features  of  the  se- 
veral insurrections  in  the  Spanish  American  provinces. 

§  It  may,  with  justice,  be, said,  that  the  present  dissen- 
tions,  existing  between  European  Spain,  and  her  ultrama- 
rine provinces,  have, .  in  this  country,  never,  yet,  been 
placed  in  a  correct  point  of  view;  consequently,  they 
cannot  be  fully  understood.  Unfortunately,  amongst  a 
large  portion  of  the  natives  of  the  Peninsula,  and,  espe- 
cially, in  the  councils  of  the  nation,  a  rancorous  animosi- 
ty, early,  displayed  itself;  the  flames  of  which>  were  con- 
stantly fanned,  by  all  those,  concerned  in  the  monopo- 
lies of  trade,  and  interested  in  tlie  colonial  subjection  of 
Spanish  America.  Hence,  has  it  happened,  that  from  the 
very  beginning  of  the  disturbances,  the  reasons  of  neces- 
sity, and  the  calls  of  justice  and  equality,  so  strongly 
urged  by  the  Americans ;  have  been  disregarded,  or  paiiV 
.ted  in  Uie  blackest  colour^?  and  mercenaiy  and  corrupt 
pens,  have  been  employed  j  to  disfigure,  and  cover  them 
with  invective,  -  A  feeling  of  prejudice  and  enmity,  soon 
becanie  transfused  through  the  higher  ranks  of  European 
Spain;  and  language,  only  worthy  of  the  harpies  of  illi- 
berality  and  monopolj^^Avho,  hy  -their  obscene  and  disso- 
nant murmurs,  would  drown,  the  voice  of  reason  and 
equity,  would  scare  the  beneficent  return  of  prudent  and 
jsober  policy,  and,  with  their  envenomed  claws,  would 
tear  the  olive  branch  of  peace,  has^  Ijitherto,  been,  almi)§t 
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. the  otily 'means  by- which  the  iRsurrectibns. of  Spanish 
Ameriea,  have  been  repre,sente(J  to  the  Peninsula,  and  ta 
the  rest  of  Europe.  The  feeling  and  impartial  mind,  re* 
volts  at  the  masses  of  coarse  and  scurrilous  invectite  ahd 
recrimination,  which  have  issued  from  the  Cadiz  press; 
and,  is,  at  the  same  time,  astonished,  at  the  numerous^ 
foul,  and  corrupt  engines,  set  to  work,  in  order  to  in- 
fluence the  dastard  {)a3sions  of  the  multitude;  find,-  t0 
oppose  the  fair  and  unbiassed  discussion  of  the  most  im* 
portant  qucstioi),^  ever  agitated  in  the  Cortes  of  Spain. 
Whence,  is  it  to  be  deplored,  that  war,  instep  of  conci- 
liation, has  been  made  the  order  of  the  day;  ind  the 
clearest  and  most  evident  points,  even  the  tendency  of 
the  transmarine  insurrections^  have  been  disfigured  and 
mistaken.  '  • 

In  vain,  have  the  transatlantic  governments,    and 
newly  constituted  Juntas,  endeavoured  to  fix  the  public 
opinion,  by  solemn  declarations  and  manifests ,  breath- 
ing the  same  principles  and  views  as  thosfe  promulgated 
in  the  Peninsula;  and  expressive  of  their  firm  resolution^ 
to  remain  united  to  the  grand  whole,  as  Ibngas  it  should 
bold  together ;  provided  they  were  granted  in  the  same> 
that  relative  and  social  importance,  which  their  popula^^ 
tion,  extent,  riches,  and  services,  not  only  entitled:  th^ta 
to,  and  even  the  laws  granted;  but,  which,  the  urgency 
of  present  circumstances,  also,  imperiously  demanded. 
Each  of  the  American   provinces,   in  the  Peninsular 
struggle,  expressed  the  most  sincere  and  unequivocal 
attachment  and  adhesion  to  the  parent  state.     Each  felt 
the  justice  of  so  good  a  cause,  and  each  stepped  forward 
with  the  balm  of  consolation,  and  poured  it  into  tbfp 
Weeding  wounds  pf  their    European  brethren.    Eacij 
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mmA&iAti,  renpectitrely,  its  hatred  mi<}  at>h«xrtetite  df 
the  insidious  cruelty  of  the  Commend  tjnrant;  each  for- 
urtrded  ^ccourft  and  donations ;  each,  in  short,  pledg* 
^  i«setf>  to  avenge  these  mutual  wrongs. 
;  Tht  declaration  of  war  against  Frartce,  and  the  new 
jUttrt^ufieVjith  England,  were  announced  hy  6rder  ©f 
^e  Supreme  Junta  of  Seville,  on  the  6th  d  June,  1808; 
l^d  followed  by  other  spirited  and  ^encouraging  mani-* 
lests«  The  whote  was  wafted  to  the  other  side  of  the 
Atlantic^  «s^a»t  as  the  tardy  winds  would  pennil;  asd  . 
^iM  the  various  sections,  was  received  with  more  ea- 
ihtislanlic  acclamations,  than  had  eVen  been^viticed  jtn 
Uie  Peninsula;  The  temples,  on  every  side,  resounded 
irith  r^tkms  lot  tlie  release  of  Ferdinand ;  and  ^very 
Toice  called  down  the  blessings  of  the  Most  liigh^  6a 
ike  arms  and  exeiti6ns  of  the  heroic  and  loyal  natives  of 
the  Peninsula*  •  Fetdihani  was  proclaimed,  with  the 
mMmi  sindBre  effusions  of  loyalty,  by  the  heads  of  govern- 
iMnt^  in'i^h^di  t^  fi^o^  joined,  with  the  most  animat- 
ed demowtratioas  of  joy.  Extasies  of  sincere  delight,. 
I0em  witMssed  (Mi  all  sides ;  and  illnlninaticms,  fea^ts^ 
^d  9e^cii^%  filled  up  the  first  days^  after  the  receipt  of 
the  fesottitic^  of  the  Spanish  nation  at  home.  Address- 
ss,  on  the  6cea$io^»  #ere  presented  to  the  viceixiys,  by 
Ihe^  respi^tive  miiloicipalities  and  public  bodies;  they 
:#^jr«fiUeil  With  coi^ratulations,  for  the  nel^  era  thak 
opened  on  tte  whole  monarchy;  they  breathed  v^arih  and 
^rauine  oflferfe<^f  aHegiaift:e  to  their  newly  acknowledged 
«b!Cereign,aBd  they  pledged  their  property  atid  persons 
to  defend  Mi  dominions  for  him,  as  their  rightful  bwner. 
Money,  with  his  name  and  bust,  was  ccdned;  his  portrait 
t^lR  plated  on  all  the  banners  and  in  all  the  public 


Digitized  by 


Google 


m 

placei  bf  iht  Cities  and  towns  j  and,  perhaps;  no  mol 
Darch  tkat  tver  swayed  the  sceptre  of  the  united  kihg^ 
idoins  of  Spaki  and  of  the  Indies,  was  ever  adjured  with- 
such  lively  and  sincere  efftisions  of  loyally  and  personal 
regard,  as  were  now  to  be  Witnessed,  in  all  the  Artierican 
pro^ncfes.-  ■     ■     '  ^'^ 

Nor,  were  these,  demonstrations  extorted  by  the  nodi 
of  power,  or  influenced  by  the  hopes  of  reward.  They 
Were  the  spontaneous  overflowings  of  hearts,  filled  with 
respect  andi  veneration  fbr  an  unfortunate  youth,  ehtrap^ 
ped  by  a  nubtle  enemy;  whom  they  beheld  as  the  hope- 
ftil  ilistrument  of  future  regeneration  to  both  hemisi- 
^het^;  and  as  it  were,  as  a  superior  and  benign  god- 
hi^,  that  Was  about  to  raise  European  and  Americail 
Spain^  from  the  abject  state  of  degradation  and  vassal* 
age,  in  which  both  bad  been  so  long  sunk.  All,  in  short, 
was  ftaterni^  and  brotherly  love,  and  like  teving  and 
fcithful  subjects,  the  Sp*iniiifl  Antericans  complied  witi 
t'9ttf  duty  of  allegiance-,  and  n6thtng  was  left  them,  bat 
to^m«e  their  ardent  and  fervent  prayersr,  for  the  release 
rf  their  absent  monaitsh*  The  winds,  for  the  first  time, 
seemed  tardy,  that  were  wafting  to  them  the  news  of 
fee  wtMtioB  of  their  brethren  in  arms,— ^very  delay  or 
suspevice,  waa  a  moment  of  anxious  torture. 

The  first  resolves,  of  the  wholte  of  Spanish  America, 
PrtPd  twofold  ;'iti  the  first  plafce,  to  resist  the  intrusive 
doAiiHion  of  the  Emperor  of  the  French;  and  in  thi 
s^eotid^  togive  afeuttdantctrccours  to  the  patriots  of  %ain* 
Nw  were  thifefe^  pmfestions  Confined  to  any  cme  section; 
*hey  were,  equally,  display^  in  alL  Such,  I  can  warrant; 
W«s1i;ieeiithufti4kstfciipMt:^Whieb,t{ien,  pervaded  the  breast 
vi  every  Spanish  Ainerifcan,  and  such  was  th^  k)yalty,sym* 
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Hathy,  aud  patridtic  feeling,  universally  felt  and  aianife^* 
,ed,  when,  the  outrages  endured  by  the  natives  of  Spain, 
became  public,  that,  had  the  early  govemnients  of  the 
Peninsula,  been,  only,  influenced  by  just,  liberal,  and 
generous  sentiments;  the  transmarine  provinces,  Ijesides, 
being  preserved  tranquil  and  entire,  and  besides  being 
rendered  happy  and  prosperous,  might  have  been  created 
into  a  great  additional  aid,  and  used  as  a  poweif lil  in- 
strument to  the  grand  purpose,  in  which  England  and 
European  Spain,  at  that  time,  united  their  noble  efforts.^ 

Yet,  after  the  sincere  avowal  of  such  sentiments, 
after  a  solemn  oath  of  allegiance  had  bound  every  j^ro- 
yince  of  the  great  Spanish  American  continent,  to  the 
same  unfortunate  monarch;  and  after  a  mutual  exchange 
<rf fidelity,  dictated  with  the  purest  effusions  of  patrio- 
ti)5ra,  national  honour,  and  unanimity,  had  preceded;  it 
vrould  appear,  almost,  impossible,  that  these  same  pre- 
vinqes,  were,  so  soon,  to  become  the  seat  of  anarchy  and  of 
civil  war;  that  they  were  about  to  witness  scenes,  which 
outrival  those  of  the  conquest  in  horror;  and  that,  in  short, 
besides  universal  devastation,  a  war  of  extermination, 
waa..about  to  be  declared. 

That  some  weighty  and  important  reasons,  have  urged 
the  natives  of  Spanish  America,  to  resist  the  newly  con-^ 
stitu.ted- governments  of  Spain,  and  to  refuse  to  admit 
their  control,  will  be  easily  acknowledged  by  those,  who 
consider  the  characteristic  and  docile  disposition  of  the 
inhabitants  of  that  coimtry;  anciwhen,  also,  it  is  remem- 
bered, that  this  was  not  an  act,  partial  or  confined;  but, 
that,  on  the  contrary,  it  extended  to  t^ie  largest  provinces 
and  kingdoms;  that  it  was  simultaneous  in  all,  though  no 
correspondence  existed  between  themj  that  it  is  not  the 
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ifeeling  of  a  day^  but,  has  iipw  lasted  for  more  tkaii  foiiY 
years;  that  it  does  not  subside  at  the  sight  of  danger,  but^ 
that  it  urges  its  abettors  to  the  nipst  daring  acts  of  dour* 
a^  and  heroism,  and  that^  instead  of  decreasing,  it  daily 
gains  ground,  and  enlists  fresh  partizans.     As  the  Ame* 
ricans,  themselves,  have  confessed,  no  other  condusion 
could  be  drawn  of  their  conduct,  in  thus  d^sertii^  the 
cause  of  the  mother-country,  than,  that,  they  were  mare 
feroczQUS  than  wild  beasts,*  if  it  could  not,   at  the  saiUd 
time,  be  clearly  proved,  that  this  alienation,  had  arisen 
from  the  most  cogent  reasons;  had  been  caused  by  Ijie 
moi^t  imperious  circumstances ;  and  had  emanated  from 
motives  of  an  insuperable  nature.    The  Spanish  Aniberi^ 
cans«  cannot  be  accused  of  disloyalty;  after 300  years  of 
abject  submission,  are  throwa  into  the  scales  nor  can 
they  be  charged  with  a  spirit  of  wanton  tnaovsitiony 
when  we  consider,  their  long  and  unrepiqing  resignation^ 
which  has  astonished  the  whole  of  Europe^  and  which^ 
was  proof  against  all  the  efforts  of  exterior  influence  and 
intrigue,  even  those.  England  had  been  combining  for 
years,  as  well  as  the  more  recent  plans,  the  French  had 
b^eh  concerting^  to  inthrall  their  allegiaqpe*  .The  cniel^ 
ties  now  committing,  and  the  profuse  oceans  of  blockl 
now  flowmg  in  every  section,  are  not  attributable  to  the 
Spanish  AmerioanSt  since  with  them  th^  did  not  origin* 
ate;  nor  did  the;^  ever  consider  their  European  bredirea, 
as  a  nation, distinct  from  themselves^    They  cannot  be 
charged  with  undue  ambition,  since  it  was  in  the  canse 
of  the  Peninsula  they  fi^st  stepped  fprward;  nor  have 
they  been  urged  by  a  wish  to  have  the  exclusive  com?- 
•  -      ^    .-^  '        ■  ' 

*  KeprMenUdoadeU  Depa^€flOQ  AmericaDS* a  latCortef.  ISll. 
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"WMlA  id  tbair  own  coiitilry,  fAvte  tbey  cbargM  tbeir  de^ 
]nities  ia  the  OcMles,  only  t6  ask  forbalf  the  public  officer 
Ibr  ^drown  natives.  With  Tc^rd  to  the  mistalrcn  idea£ 
^f  ind^MiUdence;  in  the  course  of  this  expose,  it  will  bc^ 
|n?oved,  oeter  to  have  existed,  at  the  time  the  first  leren 
^  discontent,  soured  the  minds  of  the  Spanish  Ameri*' 
eatts,  and  «venturily  produced  disaffection. 

Th^t  ^olKie  material,  and  radical  defect,  exists  on  onc^ 
iide  or  ihe  otber^  must^  consequently,  be  evident;  and, 
Ibr  the  saheof  humanity,  it  is  to  be  lamented,  that  it  ha^ 
iK^f,  long  since;  heen  discovered  and  remedied.  It  hav^ 
ing,  howeveri  been  already  proved,  that  it  was  noveant 
of  loyat^*  on  the  part  of  the  Spanish  Americans,  whicit 
ifiM  gave  rise  to  fhfete  fatal  dissentions;  it  becomes  ne-^ 
MBsaty  toi  trae^  the^ito  a  more  advanced  period  of  th^ 
Spatiish  if^oluHon,  which  vrill  be  best  done,  by  descril>*i 
iftg  mtDutfety^  the  .premineht  {baturesth«E^  insurrections 
<fiF  Spanisb  America  assumed/  th  their  very  commence- 

The  Oentrtll  Junta  of  Seville,  whose  meihbers  had 
«riy  invested  themsetvies  wfth  the  sovereign  potver,  iv$ 
Ihe  naoMi  of  the  ataent  king,  znA  exeisctsed  it  with  all 
the  arrogance  <J  despots  notwithstanding  their  manifest 
aicgdity,  had,  nevertheless.,  been  acknowledged  iaall 
Sproish  America,  and  had  been  obejred  in  all  the  pro- 
Ytnces,  which,  had,  hitherto,  remained  tranquil  and  ia 
perfect  Imrmony  wUh  the  parent  state.  They  had  coi>- 
tiaucd,  during  a  period  of  two  years,  to  send  overabund- 
WtauoooutTB,  and  had  lived  on  the  most  cordial  terriis 
with  their  European  brethren,  notwithstanding,  even  a 
solitary  effective  measure  of  redress,  or  amelioration,  had 
After  x^afibed  Uwon,  i«  return.    During,  however,  this 
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jnlervallof  perfect  amity,  each  saetioo^  l^spectively,  h»k 
been  furnislied  with  an  oppprtuftfty  of  ^iscprering  tb^ 

^m!W8  sn4  fieii^mentg  <if  the  Spauiah  chieft  placed  over 
them ;  each,  beheld  the  precipice,  prqtaring  for  aU.  It 
was,  evidently,  the  intention  of  their  leaders,  for  t^ 
transmarine  provinces  to  follow  the  fate  of  the  motherr 
country;  and  they  beheld  ^themselTe$  defined,  to  d^dk- 
th^  triumphal  car  of  the  ruler  of  Fr^nce,^  They  badt 
a|sp,  beep  ^ble  to  di^covi^r  th^  divided,  delafndaled,  ^n4 
impoteiit  state  ^f  the  Peninsula;  and  the  dispersMon  t^ 
the  only  government  which  ^i^isted  tbere>  covered  witlji 
the  execratioj^is  of  at!  their  fellov^ubjeo^,  tc^etber  witili 

•  the  invasion,  of  tho  Andalusian  provineea,  ^u^dii^  i4 
such  a  dist^iqce,  as  the  entire  k>S9  of  the  ktngclom;  alarm 
for  their  own  situation,  at  firat,  became  pianifest,  wbidi- 
added  to  a  grounded  distriistiii  the  colcaiial  cbiefe^  caM^ 
the  Americans  to  conceive  it  was  high  time,  to  ooi^l^ 
their  own  safety^ 

This  despondence  in  the  affairs  of  the  Peninsula^  wa# 
not  on)y  natural  from  its  depressed  siti:^tion«  fromtbf 
.^eat  force  employed  by  the  enemy,  from  the  general  di% 
^nion  that  was  known  to  exist,  and  tbi^  scandal^iu^  imnr 
n^r  in  which  th^  re^nrces  of  the  coimtry,  bad  been 
wasted  by  the  central  Junta,  but  it  was,  aten,  iliiQi^ttean 
ed  and  confirmed  by  manifests  circnlated  in  every  qiia^ter^ 
particularly  by  the  remonstrance  of  the  Junta  of  V^i^^jis^ 
the  proclamation  of  that  of  Cadiz,  and  the  circalp/r  of  tbft 
Marquis  de  la  Ropnana ;  besides  varioAis  papera^  which 
were  wafted  to  the  Other  side  of  the  Atlantic.  Eveiy 
thing,  in  short,  that  arrived,  was  disheartening;  and  eveqr 
new  occuri'CQce,  tended  to  represent  fjO  the  Spanish  Aman 
ricans,  the  uncertainty  and  feopXesnese  of  their  «ituatioii» 
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Tlie  European  Viceroys  and  Captain-Generals,  Were  ti6t 
to  be  trusted ;  for  holding  their  'commands  from  the  old 
governments,  most  of  whose  members,  besides,  heing  cor- 
rupt ;  were  known  to  be  devoted  to,  and  even  joined  with 
the  French,  it  was  natural  to  suppose,  that  the  persons  of 
their  election  abroad,  were,  also,  ready  to  adhere  to  any 
sovereign,  who  would  continue  and  confirm  thieir  com- 
mands; and  that,  consequently,  they  were,  iii  pectore,  the 
firm  defenders  and  supporters  of  that  system  of  despo- 
tism, of  which,  they  had,  hitherto,  been  the  principal  in- 
struments. These  surmises,  were,  at  length,  confirmed 
by  their  own  conduct  and  declarations;  and  their  re- 
moval was  judiciously  resolved  on,  by  the  provinces  rie- 
spectively,  each,  considering  its  own  local  administra- 
tion, most  secure  in  the  hands  of  persons  elected  out  of 
its  own  bosom,  and  possessed  of  the  confidence  of  the 
people. 

In  the  adoption,  however,  of  this  measure,  every  one 
iiUedged  and  published,  that  they  took  the  government 
and  administration  into  their  own  hands, /or  the  time 
heing,  tn  order  to  promote  their  own  security — not  to  be 
delivered  over  to  the  French^  or  to  any  other  power, -^Hififi 
to  preserve  themsehes  for  Ferdinand  F/J.  whom  all,  with 
one  voice,  again  acknowledged  as  their  lawful  king,  and 
in  whose  name,  their  proclamations  were  made.  This, 
was  an  act,  spontaneous  and  general  in  every  division  of 
Spanish  America,,  however  secluded  and  distant,  one 
section  was  from  the  oflier;  and  by  the  respective  details 
of  die  governmental  changes  of  each,  it  is  proved;  that 
no  e>cterior  influence,  no  ulterior  views  of  independence; 
or^ any  thing,  in  short,  disloyal  or  inimical  to  European 
Spain,  as  a  nation,  had  any  direct  or  indirect  share  there- 
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vsk.  Id  the  retB(»i8tran€e  presented  by  tlie  American  de« 
,  puties  to  the  Cortes,  in  August,  1811^  are  to  be  found, 
the  details  of  all  the  immediate  causes  and  peculiar  cii^ 
cunistances^  which  lead  to  the  assumption  of  the  auth<v 
.  rities  into  their  own  hands;  and  this  important  docu-^ 
meat,  is  the  more  deserving  of  credit,  from  the  official 
shape  it  bears,  and  because  it  was  never  contradicted*. 
They  are,  in  substance^  as  follows: 

"  In  Qtracas,  the  invasion  of  the  Andalusian  pra« 
vinces  by  Uie  French,  and  the  dissolution  of  the  Central 
Juntay  gave  rise  to  the  revolution;  in  which,  without 
^any  elB^sipn  of  blood,  the  authorities  were  deposed,  on 
the  19tb  of.  April,  1810;  and  a  Supreme  Junta  was  ere* 
ated  lor  the4)urpose  of  governing  the  province,  and  in 
order  to  preserve  its  existence  and  guatd  its  security ^  and 
as  fuUy  expressed  in  the  proclamation  then  issued."* 

"  In  Quenos  Ay  res,  the  purport  of  the  same,  news^ 
communicated  by  Viceroy  Cisneros,  and  his  calling  to* 
gether  a  congress,  in  order  to  adopt  measures  of  precau« 
tion,  ORtbeSathof  May,  1810,  produced  a  provisional 
Junta;  till  a  congress  was  formed  of  a}l  the  deputies  of 
ike  provinces." 

**  In  New  Granada,  the  imprudent  conduct  of  the 
Corregidor  of  El  Socorro,  by  causing  his  troops  to  fife 
on  the  unarmed  citizens,  of  whom  eight  were  killed,  oc^ 
casioned  the  first  movement,  on  the  3d  of  July,  1810; 
the  immediate  consequences  of  which,  were,  the  ira^ 
I^fonment  of  the  Corregidor  and  his  satellites.'^ 

*^  In  Santa  Fe  de  Bogota,  a  private  individual,  pjassed  , 
by  ihe  shop  of  an  .European,  who  insulted  him/ with 
words  iqjurious  to  the  Americans  in  general ;  and  parties 

*  Tide  the  Tarioos  prodaniatiens  of  BueiM>s  Ay  res,  Cbili,  Caracag, 
S^Dla  Fl,  Mexico,  &c. 
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aiding  with  the  prkicipals  in  the  quarrel,  produced  di^een^ 
•tions,  and  gave  rise  to  the  eventual  creation  of  a  Junta, 
X)n  2nd.  July,  laiQ." 

**  The  offensive  measures  of  the  governor  of  Carth- 
agena,  and  the  odious  divisions  he  attempted  to  sow  be- 
tween the  Europeans  and  Americans,  ended  in  a  provisi- 
onal Junta,  on  the  I8th.  August,  1810." 

**  In  Chili,  the  people  were  so  much  roused  and  irri- 
tated by  the  arbitrary  acts  and  extraordinary  violationft^of 
governor  Canasco,  (afterwards  tried  at  home  for  his  con- 
duct) thart;  he  found  himself  under  the  necessity  of  resign- 
ing his  command;  and  a  Junta  was,  consequently,  cre- 
mated on  the  18th.  Sept,  1810."  A  singular  circumstance 
is,  that  this  was  the  only  Junta,  the  government  of  Spain 
ever  acknowledged. 

**  In  Mexico,  the  arriest  of  Viceroy  Iturrigartty^  on  the 
15th.  Sept.l808r  executed  by  a  faction  of  Europeans,  ex- 
cited a  strong  rlvSlity  between  the  latter  and  the  Ameri- 
cans; which  spread  gradually  throughout  the  kingdom* 
The  death  of  several  Americans,  and  the  arrest  of  others, 
transfused  still  greater  irritation  amongst  the  latter;  which^ 
added  to  the  impolitic  measure  of  Viceroy  Venegas,  car- 
rying out  rewards,  and  distinctions  for  the  authors  and 
accomplices  of  the  European  faction,  produced  a  revolt 
in  the  town  of  Dolores,  on  the  14th.  Sept.  1810,  which 
soon  extended  to  the  whole  country."* 

Such  are  the  prominent  features  and  first  causes,  of 
.all  the  insurrections,  or  rather  local  changes  of  govern- 
ment, which  have  taken  place  in  the  various  sections  of 
Spanish  America.  Such,  do  they  result,  from  the  res- 
pective bfficml  accounts  I  have  carefully  examined,  tind 

♦  Vide  Depatacion  Americana,  1  *  de  Agoilo,  1811. 
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Sttch  are  Uiey  represented  to  be,  in  the  respectable  docu- 
ment, from  which  I  have  made  the  above  extracfa.    In 
this  shape,  were,  they  laid  before  the  Cortes,  and  of  course 
exhibited  to  the  censure  of  the  nation  at  large.     In 
weighingwell,  all  the  collective  testimony  on  this  subject, 
it  will  result,  that;  in  addition  to  the  conviction  of  the 
hopeless  situation  of  Spain,  which  even  the  governmental 
chiefs,  themselves  confessed ;  **  local  insults  and  ill-treat* 
ment,  more  immediately  tended  to  rouse  and  irritate  the 
minds  of  the  people,"  and  it  is  deserving  of  remark, 
**  that  the  whole  of  these  insults  and  outrages,  commenced 
on  the  part  of  the  Europeans  towards  the  Americans, 
and  in  no  instance  whatever,  were  the  former  ill-treated 
by  the  latter."*  The  Americans,  who  used  any  disaffected 
language,  or  complaint  against  the  Spaniards,  however 
insulted  and  irritated  they  might  have  been,  were  arrested 
and  thrown  into  dungeons;  and  in  no  place,  were  the  lat- 
ter molested,  though  they  frequently  insulted  the  Creoles, 
«ven  in  the  public  squares.      The  principal  and  first 
causes  of  these  misunderstandings,  have  consequently, 
lather  originated  in  the  impolicy  of  the  European  chiefs, 
and  individuals,  according  to  the  contents  of  the  document 
already  quoted;  and  they  have  now  grown  into  open  war, 
by  the  want  of  timely  remedies,  and  by  a  wish  rather  to 
domineer,  than  to  conciliate*  The  pride  and  arrogance  of 
the  Spaniard,  was  increased,  and  the  passive  disposition 
to  the  American,  was,  at  length,  roused.  To  escape  insult, 
and  to  watch  over  the  security  of  his  country,  was  the 
object  of  the  latter;  and  the  former  had  in  view,  to  in- 
force  the  subjection,  to  which  he  had  been  so  long  ac- 
customed. 

♦  Ibid. 
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S  The  commotions  in  Spanish  America,  have  not,  there* 
fore,  originated  in  a  want  of  loyalty;  for  no  greater  a 
proof  of  its  exiaitence  could  be  given,  than  the  sentiments 
all  the  inhabitants  evinced,  when  they  were  informed  of 
the  occurrences  at  Bayonne,  and  when  Murat's  first  dis- 
patches, were  received  amongst  them.  By  the  European 
chiefs,  private  and  mysterious  meetings  were  then  held, 
to  know  in  what  manner,  the  allegiance  of  the  American 
people,  could  be  safely  transferred ;  at  the  very  moment, 
that  the  latter  were  enthusiastically  proclaiming  Ferdinand 
VII.  swearing  adhesion,  obedience,  and  fidelity  to  him, 
aud  calling  on  the  magistrates,  to  join  them  in  this  sponta* 
neous  and  solemn  act.  But  the  constituted  authorities^ 
(who  had  been  assured  of  the  good  intentions  of  the 
French  £mperor  to  keep  them  in  office,  this  having  bee^ 
expressly  notified  by  Minister  Champigny,  in  a  circular 
letter  addressed  to  all  the  chiefs}  being  confounded  and 
surprised  at  the  sudden  and  animated  resolution  of 
the  peopel,  designedly  kept  aloof,  in  order  not  to  im- 
plicate their  reputation  with  the  French,  and  declared  the 
necessity  of  waiting  further  accounts  of  the  state  of  Penin«< 
sula.  . 

During  this  interval  of  uncfertaitity,  there  were  chiefs 
of  the  rank  of  Vicerpys,  who  dared  p-penly  to  make  pro- 
posals in  favour  of  the  Gallic  line ;  and  Liniers>  in  a  procla- 
mation addressed  to  the  people  of  Buenos  Ayres-,  after 
coldly  relating  the  events  by  which  Ferdinand  VIL 
had  ceded  his  crown  to  Napoleon^  and  he  afterwards  te 
Josepli;  tuad  instead  of  commenting  on  an  occurrence  of 
that  nature,  with  all  the  indignity,  the  circumstances 
would  inspire,  concludes,  by  saying,  that  the  Emperor  of 
tte  French,  returned  his  thanks  ta  the  people  of  Buenos 
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Jiyres,for  the  glorious  defence  they  had  made  against  the 
English,  The  solemii  act  of  allegiance,  sworn  to,  in  Ca»* 
cacas,  on  the  15 th  July,  1808,  in  the  name  of  Ferdinand 
VII.  amounts  to  an  authentic  proof  of  the  timidity,  and 
uncertainty,  which  prevailed  in  the  councils  of  the  l£u-> 
ropean  mandataries^  and  constituted  authorities ;  for,  it 
expressly  «ays,  "  that  the  Captain-Greneral,  anc(  some  of 
the  ministers  of  the  audiencia,  bad  authorised  it,  in  eonse* 
-gnence  of  the  clamours,  and  repeated  messages  of  the  pco- 
ple  and  cabildo ;  by  which  clause,  they  prepared  a  loop- 
hole for  themselves ;  and,  in  the  line  of  conduct  they  af- 
terwards followed,  nothing  but  ambiguity  and  half  mea- 
sures, are  to  be  discovered.  They  all  feared  to  offend 
him,  whom  they  considered  as  now  constituted  their 
n^w  master,  and  who  had  promised  the  continuation  of 
•their  commands,  the  object  they  had  most  at  heart.  Even 
the  governor  of  the  Philipine  islands,  persisted  in  follow^ 
ing  the  orders  be  had  received  from  Murat. 

Treacherous,  in  the  extreme,  was  the  general  con^ 
duct  of  4;he  Spanish  constituted  authorities  abroad,  with 
only  one  exception;  for,  no  sooner  had  ttie  kings  of 
Spain  ceded  their  crown  to  Buonaparte,  than  emissaries 
were  sent  over  to  every  section  of  Spanish  America,  with 
ordefs,  signed  by  Ferdinand,  by  the  council  of  the  Indies,  ' 
and  by  A^sanza,  for  a  general  transfer  of  sdlegiance;  and 
all  confirmed  the  old  chiefs,  as  a  means  to  secure  their 
interest,  and  the  consent  of  the  people.  The  Americans^ 
alon^,  opposed  their  views  j  they,  alone,  publicly  burnt 
the  proclamations  seat  out^by  Bu(»iaparte,  and  expelled 
his  agents.  The  European  chiefs, on  the  contrary,  pro« 
tected  them,  and,  the  governor  of  Caracas,  when  Captain 
Seaver,  of  his  Britannic  Majesty's  ship,  Acasta^  demands 
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ed  tbe  Frencli  brig,  which  brought  out  the  agents  and. 
papers,  returned  for  answer,  that  he  had  given  orders  to 
the  forts  of  La  Guira,  to  fire  on  his  ship,  if  he  attempted 
to  capture  th6  Imperial  flag. 

Thus,  in  these  critical  atid  trying  moments,  did  the 
Americans  stand  firm  and  decided  in  their  conduct;  and 
the  chiefs,  such  as  Iturrigaray,  viceroy  of  Mexico,  who 
declared  for  Ferdinand,  and  were  induced  to  consult  th^ 
safety  of  the  country,  in  a  legal  and  consistent  manner* 
were,  by  the  European  party,  deposed,  imprisoned,  and 
persecuted;  for,  they  werie  all  of  opinion,  that  the  Spa- 
nish American  provinces,  were^  to  abide  by  the  fate  of 
the  mothet  country.    This,  even,  entered  ifato  the  views 
of  the  Spanish  government,  at  home,  as  may  be  seen,  by 
the  proclamation  of  the  Regency,  of  the  6th  September 
1810,  addressed  to  the  Americans,  in  which  arefound,  the 
follovring  pointed  words :  "  It  does  not  suffice,  for  you  to 
be  Spaniards,  unless  you  also  helong  to  Spain ;  and  this^ 
whatever  be  the  event  of  fortune.*    It  is,  then,  to  the 
rteadyand  firm  conduct  and  loyalty  of  the  Americans^ 
that  we  now  owe  the  liberation  of  their  country  from 
the  fangs  of  the  French ;   that  its  resources  are  not,  noWj 
turned  against  us,  and  that  we  have  them,  at  least,  par- 
tially, open  to  our  trade  afid  enterprise.    And,  can  the 
British  nation,  alone,  be  insensible  to  this  triumph  of 
probity^  loyalty,  and  good  sense  ? 

Had  it  so  happened,  that  the  conquest  of  Spain  had 
been  efiec^d^  at  the  period  of  the  dissolution  of  the 
Gratral  Junta,  and  when  Soutt  commenced  the  siege  of 

*  No  ba^  que  icsAs  Espanoles,  siao  sols  de  Espana ;  y  lo  sois,  ea  ^ 
^Ualeif  nicra  CMOf  dc  la  fortuiuu 
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C^iz;  had  the  sacrifice  of  principle,  then  beai  wssale  by; 
tfae  Spimiard6|  in  order  to  spare  further  devastation^  ancjr 
the  spilling  of  more  blood,  (and  both  inSpain.  and  i% 
England,  such  a  dread  certainly  existed)  if  the  AiQeri-% 
ca^  had  then,  only,  wavered  or  been  dislpyaU  it  would 
not,  now,  haive  been  a  dubious  case,  what  flag  would  be 
%ing  ia  Spanish  America.  Their  inconstancy  or  irreso* 
lution,  at  that  time,would  have  caused,  the  brightest  pros- 
pects that  ever  dawned  on  the  hopes  of  England,  to  have 
been  for  ever  blasted.  Liniers  told  them,  they  ought  to 
wait,  in  the  same  manner,  as  they  had  done,  in  the  war  of 
Succession,  till  the  fate  of  the  mother  country  was  decidi 
ed,  and  till  it  was  ascertoined,  what  dynasty  was  to  as- 
cend the  throne  of  Spain ;  as  they  would,  then,  have  ia 
their  power  to  follow  her  example.  In  order  that  the 
views  of  the  French  on  Spanish  America,  may  be  more 
manifest;  as,  well  as,  that  the  candid  and  generous  con- 
duct of  the  Americans,  in  resisting  their  overtures,  may 
l)e  better  appreciated ;  I  have  inserted  in  Appendix  B, 
copy  of  the  instructions,  given  by  Joseph  to  his  thirty- 
two  emissaries,  destined  to  revolutionize  Spanish  America, 
^1  his  own  favour.  This,  is  an  important  document,  to 
those  who  desire  to  form  a  correct  idea  of  the  transactions 
to  which  I  allude ;  and  it  is  rendered  the  more  curious^ 
from  not  having  been  hitherto  laid  before  the  public.  I 
have  only  omitted  the  list  of  the  agents  names. 

The  means  concerted  by  the  French,  for  the  purpoie 
of  transferring  the  allegiance  of  the  inhabitants  of  Spa«? 
pish  America,  to  their  new  dynasty,  by  various  official 
documents,  are  proved  to  have  been,  a  general  confirma- 
tion of  the  powers  and  commands,  of  all  the  beads  of  go- 
vernment and  colonial  cbiefs«    And  wbO|  at  that  tirne. 
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were  the  partisans  of  these  chiefs?  Who,  were  those, 
who  were  ready  to  8u{>port  them,  in  all  their  roacbina- 
tions?  The  old  Spaniards,  all  those,  who  were  connected 
with  the  Peninsula,  by  the  ties  of  blood,  or  by  the  rela- 
tions of  trade*  The  sanae  who  imprisoned  Iturrigaray, 
because  in  the  orphan  state  of  Spain,  he  conceived  it  ne- 
<:^es8ary  to  assemble  the  proper  representatives  of  New 
Spain,  in  ccMiformity  to  the  laws  and  the  exigence  of  the 
moment.  The  same  who  held  all  the  monopolies;  and 
who,  are,  still,  endeavouring,  by  plots  and  conspiracies, 
to  pull  down  the  very  Juntas,  which,  at  that  time,  saved 
the  country  from  the  dominion  of  the  French.  The 
saikie,  in  short,  who  would,  now,  deliver  it  over  to  them, 
if  Spain  were  under  the  subjection  of  Hs  invaders.  The 
last  two  campaigns,  have  proved,  that  the  independence 
of  Spain,  is  only  maintained  by  the  exertions  of  England  i 
and  were  this  aid,  by  any  peculiar  circumstances,  to  be 
withdrawn ;  were  France,  by  any  unforeseen  contingea- 
ctes,  to  effect  her  intended  conquest,  or  establish  her  in-t 
fluence,  the  consequence  would  be,  that  no  sacrifices  on 
our  part,  would  then  suffice,  to  prevent  those  sections  of 
Spanish  America,  which  have  not  had  sufficient  energy  to 
.  insist  on  the  administration  of  their  own  concerns,  from 
following  the  fate  of  the  mother  country.  The  partisans 
to  this  measure,  and  to  an  adhesion,  in  favour  of  the 
French,  would  be  the  very  persons,  who  then  opposed 
the  Juntas^  and  we  have  only  to  calculate  their  strength, 
in  order  to  draw  the  inference. 

On  the  appearance  of  the  first  alarm,  excited  by  the 
dangerous  situation  of  Spain,  as  I  have  already  shewti, 
the  governmental  agents  would  have  exerted  all  their  ih-» 
Aoence,  and  called  forth  all  the  resources  of  the  countri^^^ 
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they  had  ia  charge,  in  behalf  of  th6ir  new  sovereign, 
from  whom  they  expected  dignities  and  emoluments. 
For  him,  also,  they  would,  yet,  employ  the  very  means 
they  are,  at  present,  wielding  against  the  just  rights  of 
the  people,  in  as  strong,  and  decided  a  manner,  as  the 
mercantile  interests  of  Cadiz,  on  the  fall  of  their  coun- 
try, would  struggle  to  preserve  their  monopolies,  and  to 
prolong  their  former  connections.     The  very  same  per- 
sons, who  now  vociferate  the  injuries  of  the  nation,  and 
the  rights  of  the  throne,  would,  then,  be  favourable  to 
France.    They  would  use  the  same  exertions,  and  make 
tbe  same  sacrifices,  to  obtain  an  object,  in  which,  they  are 
$0  much  interested;  nor  would  they  fail  to  support  adhe- 
sion to  the  Peninsula,  after  its  flag  had  been  changed. 
Now,  they  talk  of  resisting  the  despot  of  the  continent, 
then  they  would  say,  as  they  have  done  before,  let  us 
combat  the  tyrant  of  the  seas.    The  governors  in  Spa- 
nish America,  there,  possess  nothing,  beyond  their  digni- 
ties and  honours ;  they  are  strangers  in  the  land ;  and,  as 
I  have  already  proved,  they  were  lately  ready  to  sacrifice 
every  thing  to  .their  preservation;  what  guarantee,  then, 
have  the  Americans,  or  we,  ourselves,  that  the  same 
would  not  be  the  case,  at  present,  if  similar  opportunities 
ofi*ered? 

It  has,  not,  been,  in  the  mass  of  the  people  of  Spain, 
or  of  the  ultramarine  provinces,  that  the  French  have 
found  partisans  or  support;  the  higher  classes,  and  per- 
sons of  the  first  influence  and  distinction,  have  been  those 
who  have  furthered  their  views,  and  seconded  their  in- 
trigues. Such,  have,  uniformly,  been  the  abettors  of  the 
French  usurper;  and  such,  those,  who  have  served  as  the 
instruments  of  bis  guilty  ambition.  In  Europe,  we  have 
peen  them  ready  to  sell,  the  honour  and  independence  of 
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their  country  ;  and,  could  it  be  expected  that  the  same^ 
species  of  men,  embued  in  the  same  politics,  stimulated 
by  the  same  ambitious  views,  and  tutored  in  the  same 
•cbool,  although  removed  to  a  distance  of  two  thousand 
leagues,  would  have  been  more  scrupulouf,  with  regard  ta 
Spanish  America  ?  The  British  government  is,  also^  p^*< 
sessed  of  a  list  of  the  agents,  Buonaparte  had  prepared  ta 
change  the  allegiance  of  that  country  to  his  own  dynasty; 
let  it  be  examined^  and  it  will  be  found,  that  none  of 
them  are  men  of  the  lower  orders,  that  they  principally 
consist  of  persons,  formerly  in  office,  and  out  of  thirty^ 
two  named,  only  three  are  not  European  Spaniards*  Nom 
of  the  persons  who  have  mixed  in  the  American  insurrer* 
tions,  or  formed  part  of  the  new  governments  there,  art 
€inumerated  on  this  list ;  yet,  some  of  them,  are  yet  em*- 
ployed  by  the  Spaniards ;  and,  till  lately,  one  vras  acting 
»s  a  general  in  Peru,  who,  had,  also,  sworn  allegiance  to> 
•nd  received  dignities  from^Josepb,  in  Madrid.  Thi^,  is 
f^ne  of  the  worthy  instruments,  employedby  the  Cadiz  gOp» 
vemments,  to  butcher  the  unredressed  and  insulted  inha- 
bitants of  Spanish  America  ;  and  destined  to  fill  the 
peaceful  towns  of  the  interiour,  with  carnage  and  horror, 
as  will  be  more  fully  seen,  when  I  sketch  the  ravages  and 
cruelties,  committed  in  that  unfortunate  country. 

Yet,  sincere,  and  well  disposed,  as  were  the  lower  or- 
ders in  Spain,  little  has  been  done  for  them ;  their  condi- 
tion has  not  been  bettered  ;  and,  though  composing  the 
real  strength  of  the  nation,  they  appear  to  have  been 
counted  on,  for  Httle  else,  than  to  fight  and  to  contribute ; 
and,  in  Spanish  America,  they  have  been  left  to  the  fury 
and  revenge,  of  those,  who,  a  few  months  before,  were 
plotting  to  deliver  them  over  to  the  French.  I  ^m  indue* 
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ed  to  dwell  the  longer,  on  this  part  dtmy  subject,  because, 
I  wish  it,  clearly,  to  be  understood,  that  in  the  transmarine  . 
p/ovinces,  at  the  period,  when  the  first  ruptures  took^ 
place,  there  did  not  exist,  amongst  the  inhabitants,  the 
smallest  party  for  the  French,  or  any  disposition  to  listen  . 
to  their  overtures.     We,  on  the  contrary,  at  that  time, 
possessed  all  their  good  wishes,  and,  it  was,  then,  in  our 
power,  to  have  retained  them.     Time,  and  a  variety  of 
circumstances,  have,  however,  unfortunately,  produced  a 
considerable  change  in  the  sentiments  of  the  Spanish 
Americans.    The  intrigues  of  the  French,  particularly, 
in  some  sections  ;   together  with  the  indifference  of  Eng- 
land^ and  the  insults  they  have  received  from  British  offi- 
cers, are  fast  contributing  to  the  distrust  and  Qoldness 
excited  against  us,  as  will,  in  ti  particular  manner,  be 
Noticed,  in  a  more  convenient  place. 

§  That  no  general,  or  deep  rooted  sentiment  of  inde- 
pendence, prevailed  in  the  minds  of  the  Spanish  Ameri- 
cans, at  the  period  of  their  first  resistance  to  the  govern- 
^  ment  of  the  parent  state,  or  even  at  present,  is  a  fact 
which  will  be  readily  admitted,  by  every  close  observer 
of  the  transmarine  transactions ;  acquainted  with  the  si- 
tuation of  those  provinces,  their  tone  of  feeling,  and  tlie 
construction  of  their  society.    This  is  a  position,  that 
will,  at  first  jsight,  surprize  many;   particularly,  those, 
who  reflect  on  the  enormous  expence,  the  British  go- 
vernment had  incurred,    under  a  different  impression. 
When  our  own  North  American  'settlements,  raised  the 
Standard  of  rebellion,   the  tax  on  tea,  was  made  the 
ostensible  cause;  but,  there  existed  at  the  bk)ttoin  of  the 
design,    plans  of  ulterior  separation.    This,  however, 
^las  not  been  the  case  in  the  American  provinces  of 
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Spain*  The  relation^  and  bonds,  which  united  the  in* 
habitants  of  the  latter,  to  their  Eurppean  brethren;  a 
conformity  of  habits  and  customs;  and  the  intimate  con* 
nection  which  originated  from  the  Americans,  in  general, 
being  educated  by  Spaniards,  had  evidently  strengthened 
that  inherent  love  to  the  Peninsula,  which  was  trans- 
fused through  all  classes,  from  their  very  cradle.  To 
this^  was  added,  an  habitual  respect  paid  to  the  govern- 
ment and  its  agents;  together  with  a  blind^  and,  almost, 
trembling  submission,  which,  by  length  of  time,  bad, 
been  converted  into  a  second  nature.  The  whole  of  these 
powerful  ties,  had  created  a  gordian  knot,  which  it  was, 
nearly,  impossible  to  seven 

Influenced  by  opinions  and  prejudices,  which  they 
could  neither  control  nor  discord,  and  which  education, 
habit,  conscience,  and,  perhaps,  honour,  lead  them  to 
cherish,  and  retain;  it  was  impossible  to  infuse  into 
the  mass  of  the  Spanish  Americans,  any  wide  and  effec- 
tive wish,  for  absolute  independence,  unless  a  total  re- 
volution in  their  sentiments,  previously  took  place. 
This,  could  only  be  the  effect  of  time,  or  be  caused  by 
the  immediate  pressure  of  extraordinary  circumstances,, 
^hich  certainly  had  not  occurred,  during  the  period  of 
their  late  harmony  with  the  mother-country.  To  pro- 
claim independence,  under  such  exigencies,  as  tliose 
which  pressed  heavy  on  the  monarchy  at  home;  would 
have  stamped  such  a  measure,  as  the  offspring  of  dis- 
loyalty and  ingratitude ;  and  the  late  resolves  of  the 
Americans,  not  to  listen  to  the  French,  as  before  de- 
scribed, a9  well  as  every  other  feature  of  their  political 
conduct,  sufficiently  repels  so  unfounded  a  charge.  That 
ingratitude  and  ill  treatment;  that  the  sight  of  their  de« 
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populated  and  ruined  towns;  iand  the  repetition  of  tlieir 
interminable  butchery  and  human  misery,  should,  in  the 
course  of  time,  produce  a  revolution  in  their  sentiments; 
and  gradually  engender  a  fund  of  odium,  and  create  inr-i 
mical  feelings,  to  such  a  degree,  as  to  render  all  inter* 
course  with  Spain  impossible,    is,  indeed,   within  the 
possibility  of  fact.    But,  this,  was,  by  no  means,  the 
case,  when  the  Americans  first  took  the  administration 
of  their  own  local  concerns,  into  their  own  hands;  not 
was  it  till  the  government  took  refuge  in  Cadiz,  and  till 
its  insensate  and  infuriate  acts,  had  scattered  firebrands 
and^eath,  in  every  section,  that  open  enmity  partially 
flamed.     It  was,  not,  till  Spain,  forgetful  of  the  long 
and  affecting  proofs  of  loyalty  and  attatchment,  she  had 
uniformly  received  frcnn  her  provinces  abroad,  by  her 
impolitic  declaratiotj  of  war,  severed  the  bonds  of  fra* 
ternity  and  mutual  interest,  that  one  detatched  section 
of  America,  resolved  on  independence ;  but  this  was  in 
consequence  of  peculiar  hardships,  and  a  variety  of  co^ 
gent  motives,  detailed  in  its  ^  manifest  then  published. 
It  was,   not.    till    terror    and  alarm,    instead   of    re^ 
dress,  had  been  employed  as  weapons,  by  the  agents  of 
Spain,  to  inforce  th^  subjection  of  the  American  pro- 
vinces— it  was  not,  in  short,  till  indignation,  sharpened 
by  taunts,  revilings,  as  well  as  by  unheard  of  horFors,. 
had  roused  the  inhabitants  of  the  westeni  continent  to  a 
state  of  political  phrenzy,  that  the  deadly  enmity  now 
existing,  made  its  appearance*    No,  the  Spftoish  Ameri- 
cans can  never  be  charged  with  disloyalty,  the  spirit  of 
their  history,  and  the  leading  features  of  those  don^mo* 
tions  already  pencilled,  not,  only,  prove  that  they  pos- 
sessed loyalty;  but^  also,  that  it  was  genuine  and  sincere* 
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They,  would  have  remained  tranqtiil,  would  hare  ereii 
conceived  it  honourable  and  conformable  to  their  wishet 
and  interests,  to  have  continued  united  with  the  mother* 
countr3r>  had  her  government,  only,  corrected  the  ty* 
janny  and  oppresmon  of  its  agents,  whose  wrongs,  had, 
at  last,  become  so  flagrant,  repealed,  and  galling,  and 
-whose  politicfi  were  so  manifestly  treacherous,  that  it 
were  to  judge  the  people  divested  of  sense  or  feeUngj  to 
suppose  that  they  could  endure  them  any  longer. 

The  changes  of  government  here  alluded  to,  had, 
therefore,  no  coniieclion^  whatever,  with  any  ultericM: 
views  of  independence ;  nor,  did  they  originate  in  causea;^ 
emanating  from  foreign  influence.  This  fact  is  fully 
lestablished  by  abundant  testimony,  and  particularly  by 
-jLhe  official  declarations,  respectively  made  on  these  oo- 
caago^s,  but  which,  are  tpo .  voluminous  for  insertion 
here*  In  the  urgency  of  the  moment,  and  for  motives 
<both  legitimate;  and  cogent,  the  Spanish  Americans  re> 
solved  no  longer  to  put  their  trust  in  men,  whose  trea^ 
chery  was  evident;  and  th^y  deteirmined  to  administer  their 
smn  loc^l  concierns ;  not,  oi^ly,  as  a  remedy  against  past 
and  present  ilU;  but,  also,  in  order  to  promote  their 
.own  security.  Neither,  did  any  spirit  of  disloyalty,  or 
French  intrigue,  in  any  way,  influence  their  actions. 
,As,  bef^fe  observed,  the  Spanish .  American  provinces 
resolved  to  ^acknowledge  no  other  sovereign,  thap  a  de- 
scendant of  Charles  IV.  and  every  where,  war  was  pro*^ 
claimed  against  the  usurper  of  Spain,  with  as  much  en- 
thusiastic ardour,  as  at  home.  The  firm  retdution  of 
.the  Peninsula,  to  repel,  by  force,  an  insiduous  invader, 
-was  not,  only,  applau^ded;  h«t  every  American  stepped 
forward,  with  anxioy?  ^eal,  and  wit^h  oflers  of  private 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Ill 

ftad  public  donations,  iu  order  to  contribute  t^s  mU^  to 
ti»e  general  expence  of  a  popular  enterprize.  It  waSf 
consequently,  neither  disloyalty,  nor  ingratitud^  which 
ttimulated  the  cpnduct  of  the  Spamsb  Aaieri|ph^;  al* 
though  these  have  been  the  principal  charges  brought 
against  them,  by  the  party  spirit  of  the  monopolists  of 
Cadiz,  and  the  ravings  of  a  violent  war  faction,  whick 
have  uniformly  attempted  to  disfigure  every  transaction, 
and  to  give  edge  and  fury,  to  the  burnings  of  revengeaiid 
9f  disappointed  gain. 

%  In  order,  however,  to  manifest,  in  the  clearest  matw 
ner  possible,  the  intentions  and  views  of  the  Spanish 
American  provinces,  in  their  recent  changes  of  govern* 
ment ;  it  will  be  extremely  proper,  to  draw  a  par^^Uel  of 
the  situati(Mi  of  Spain,  at  the  period  of  the  seizure  of  the 
royal  persons,  with  that  of  the  Spanish  American  pro* 
vinces,  when  the  news  of  the  advances  of  the  Frencb, 
and  the  dispersion  of  the  Central  Junta,  reached  their 
alarmed  shores.  I  dwell,  with  greater  stress,  on  this 
-particular  part  of  my  subject,  because,  it  is  of  the  first 
importance,  to  a  just  and  correct  conception  of  the  mat- 
ter in  view,  to  present  my  reader  with  a  full  picture,  of 
Till  the  concurrent  and  existing  circumstances,  which  in- 
duced the  inhabitants  of  the  transmarine  provinces,  to  de- 
posit their  confidence  in  local  Juntas  of  their  own  choice; 
and  to  explain,  what  were  their  real  intentions  and  views, 
in  so  d(Hng.  This  being  the  particular  circumstance, 
that  nearly  involves  all  the  points  at  issue,  it  is  necessary 
to  examine,  with  a  scrupulous  care,  the  immediate 
causes  which  lead  to  it;  for  which  purpose,  it  is,  essen- 
tially, necessary,  to  retrace  and  describe,  the  respective 
'Situation  of  each  part  of  the  Spanish  monarchy,  at  the 
^two  distinct  periods,  above  alluded  to^ 
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The  debased  situation  of  the  government  of  Spain^  as 
already  pourtrayed,  had,  in  a  great  measure^  brought  upon 
her  inhabitants^  the  horrors  and  misfortunes  which  befel 
them,  before  the  perfidy  of  the  French,  was  unmasked, 
to  the  world,  Spain  ^d  been  bereft  of  her  monarch ;  the 
principal  provinces  and  fortified  places  were  in  the  hands 
of  the  enemy,  even  the  capital  itself;  and  the  whole  coun-t 
try  was  reduced  to  a  crisis,  not  only  unforeseen  and  un- 
provided for  by  the  legislation  of  the  state,  but,  also, 
unexampled  in  the  tmnals  of  history*  During  the  absence 
of  the  king  to  Bayonne,  the  administration  of  the  pro- 
visional government,  had  been  the  work  of  the  eneray^ 
in  whose  hands,  perfidy  had  also  placed  every  othet 
branch  of  the  legislature;  and  plans  for  the  general  sub- 
mission of  all  the  realm,  had  been  long  and  deeply  or- 
ganizing. A  foreigner  had  been  placed  at  the  head  of 
this  same  administration,  and  the  enemy  not  only  pos- 
sessed the  persons  of  the  royal  family,  but  had,  even> 
succeeded  to  use  them,  as  so  many  active  instruments  tQ 
bis. base  designs,  which  had  been  rendered  the  more 
powerful  and  dangerous,  from  being  the  more  sacred 
and  respectable. 

The  councils  of  the  nation^  the  constitutional  inter- 
preters of  the  law,  the  ministers,  as  well  as  the  supreme 
courts  and  tribunals,  were  al^  under  the  control  of  the 
tiBurper;  and  were  all  ready  and  disposed  to  contribute 
to  cement  his  base  and  treacherous  seizure.  And,  what 
had  been  the  springs,  employed  to  secure  all  this  as- 
cendency? Nothing,  besides  address,  corruption,  and 
the  promise  of  continuation  in  office  and  command;  m 
short,  the  very  same  means,  which  had  been,  equally, 
practised  in  America,  To  add  to  this  national  calamity, 
these  same  occurrences,  had  been  preceded  by  one  of 
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the  th6st  unfortunate  and  abject  epochs  of  the  Spanish 
Inonarchy,  of  which,  an  outline,  has  been,  previously, 
given.  In  consequence  of  the  baseness,  abjection,  and 
Venality  of  the  ministry,  the  nation  was^  at  that  time, 
without  an  adequate  army,  without  resources,  and  had 
fallen  a  prey  to  interior  convulsions  and  distrust.  Every 
branch  of  the  administration  and  government,  was,  be* 
sides,  in  the  hands  of  chiefs;  who  owed  their  elevation 
to  the  most  debased  measures  and  intrigues ;  the  kuig'« 
agents  and  rulers,  in  a  word,  every  where,  were  men 
destitute  of  talents  and  probity,  and  in  general,  had  for- 
feited the  public  confidence.  In  such  a  dilemma,  what 
was  the  conduct  of  the  provinces  of  European  Spain? 
Did,  they  not,  wherever  they  could,  elect  provisional 
Juntas,  and  did  they  not  vest  in  them,  the  public  con- 
fidence, and  place  under  their  charge,  the  momentous 
struggle,  on  which  they  were  about  to  enter  ? 

And,  if  this  picture  of  the  state  of  the  Peninsula,  at 
the  period  referred  to,  be  true  and  faithful ;  can  it  be  de- 
nied, that  these  same  evils,  with  all  their  respective  ag^ 
gravations,  existed  in  the  ultramarine  provinces?  Owing 
to  their  distance  from  the  seat  of  power,  and,  in  conse- 
quence of  many  defects  in  the  governing  regimen,  must 
they  not,  rather,  have  been  there  felt,  in  a  more  sensible 
manner  ?  It  has,  already,  been  evinced,  that  the  colonial 
chiefs,  were,  in  general,  partisans  of  the  French;  and,  it 
18  equally  a  fact,  that  the  Americans  were  as  ignorant  as 
their  European  brethren,  to  what  ah  extent  the  machina- 
tiotis  of  the  enemy,  and  of  their  abettors^  had  been  pre- 
pared, and  how  far,  their  efficacy  might  be  relied  upon. 
iSoth,  were  equally  ignorant,  how  long,  and  how  widely, 
snares  had  been  laying  to  entrap  their  allegiance ;  and^ 
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in  the  first  hiomfents,  wlibh  bdth  were  roused  from  the 
sarne  lethargy,  each  was  unaware  of  the  depth  of  the 
precipice^  to  the  brink  of  which,  both  had  been  dra:gged. 
The  Spanish  Americans,  beheld  one  section,  commanded 
by  a  Frenchman,  and  in  thie  other  sectior\s,  they  saw  as 
their  chiefs,  and  governors,  no  other  than  corrupt  cour- 
tiers, venal  dignataries,  and  sycophant  placemen,  whose 
patrons  and  supporters^  had  already  enlisted  under  Ihe  . 
banners  of  the  enemy,  and  were  aqtively  employed  to 
further  his  views  and  plans.  If  so,  may  it  not  be  fairly 
asked,  whether  such  chiefs  and  heads  of  government, 
were  worthy  of  th^  confidence  and  trust  of  the  American 
people,  when,  at  the  same  time,  most  of  them  had,  actu- 
^Hy»  given  evident  signs  of  treachery  ?  In  the  trying  and 
momentous  crisis,  Spain  experienced  at  the  period  above 
alluded  to,  she  varied  her  government,  and  changed  her 
rulers,  because  the  one  was  reduced  to  an  actual  system 
of  political  despotism,  and  the  others,  were  ho  longer  de- 
serving of  the  confidence  of  the  people.  And  are  the 
Spanish  American  provinces,  alone,  divested  of  this  right, 
when  the  motives  are  not  less  founded,  and  when  the 
danger  is  more  manifest  and  urgent? 

§  The  situation  bf  both  6^ropean  and  American  Spain, 
on  the  seizure  of  the  Royal  Family,  amounted  to  a  coni- 
plete  interregnui^ ;  for,  the  legal  motiarch,  being,  no 
longer,  in  the  exercise  of  his  authority,  also,  absent,  and 
m actual  confinement;  was,  of  course,  unable  to  watch 
over  the  welfare  of  his  subjects,  and  to  attend  to  the 
safety  pf  his  realm..  Consequently,  it  became  necessary, 
to  replace  his  lost  authority^  by  transferring  it,asadepo- 
y t>  into  the  hands  of  a  body  of  persons,  elected  by,  and 
i^csted  with  the  confidence  of  the  people ;  under  such 
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fb'ntts  atid  r66trictioh&,as  ftie  laws  prescribed.  It  would  be 
W8e!ess,  in  this  place,  to  burden  my  reader  with  the  opinions 
of  writers  on  the  generallaws  of  nations,  applicable  lo 
Case  in  question.  For  the  immediate  purposes  in  view, 
it  is  only  requisite  to  examine  the  legislation  of  Spain, 
in  this  particular;  and,  to  discover  what  its  annals  pres- 
cribe, for  a  national  exigency,  like  the  one  above  describ- 
ed. In  all  cases  of  great  calamity  y  or  whenever  the  king 
die^,  xiTid  leaves  a  son  under  age,  it  is  ordered^  that  the  re^ 
presftntatives  of  the  cities  and  townSi  archbishops  arid 
bishops f  together  with  the  nobles  of  the  land,  be  assembled 
to  deliberate  on  the  emergency  tohich  has  occurred^  and  to 
decide  aohdt  rtieasures  are  to  be  adopted.*  This  is  the 
substance  of  a  variety  of  laws,  which  might  be  quoted  ; 
and  Spaiii,  in  her  creation  of  provincial  Juntas,  acknow- 
tedg^dl  both  its  truth  and  application. 

Were  we  to  examine,  attentively,  the  events  which 
oec«fr6d  in  the  Peninsula,  in  the  calamitous  moments 
above  traced;  and,  were  we  to  watch  the  stimulus x)f 
action,that,then,urged  the  most  important  movements  of 
its  inhabitainfts,  ive  should  find  them  in  exact  coincidence 
with  What  took  place  in  Spanish  America ;  and,  that 
the  example  of  the  one,  actually  justified  the  conduct  of» 

*  IShe  kw  of  JQhD  H. .  Mwirid,  14ta,  it  as  fslbws,  Pmrque  en  Iwf 
b^ho^^ardttos  de  ^uesiros  jrey ao«i«  es  nece^rib  coatcjo  ^  noe0to9r 
subditos  y  D^liuralef,  especial meote  de  lot  proeuradorea  de  la$  ciu- 
dades,  irilias  y  lugares  de  los  auestcos  reynos ;  por  eade  ordenamoff  f 
mandanios,  que  sobre  tales  fecbos  grftndes  t  arduos,  se  hayaa  deayun- 
tatr'€ot-te8,  y  se  isiga,  con  cons^jo  de  los  ires  estados  de  nuestros  rey- 
iic»,v«egi!ift  ^ueJd'hiciereii,  losTdyes  haestros  predecesores.  Vide 
Ehileficciltto;  ley  ^.  tt^'dSVIiik  t^Ili»Oyttf^d%  CvMHi^  ley  8.  til. 
l^l^m.^^ibi.  ^car^ dfcli|fMtlial^tIieab«^eljyv^j»ras  oiBt^ 
ed  to  Spanish  America. 
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the  other.    The  inhabitants  of  the  'latter,  notwithslstnd^ 
ing  the  long  invasion  of  their  rights,  nevertheless,  stood 
on  exactly  the  same  footing,  as  did  those  of  European. 
Spain,  at  the  time,  she  was  bereft  of  her  noonarch.    In, 
that  cephalous  state,  as  was  fully  proved  by  Elola,  in  his 
ik>und  and  judicious  preliminaries  to  the  new  constitution 
of  Spain,  (maxims  on  which  the  Cortes,  themselves,  have 
acted,  and  thereby  acknowledged  as  true)  it  results  that 
*'  the  people  are  free  and  independent,  and  neither  are ,  nor.  ^ 
can  6e,  the  patrimony  of  any  one  family  or  person ;  and^ 
that  the  sovereignty^  essentially,  resides  in  them;  conse- 
quently^  the  right  of  establishing  its  fundamental  laws,, 
and  of  adopting  the  most  suitable  form  of  government, 
exclusively 9  belongs  to  them.** 

Such  are  the  principles,  and  such  the  basis  on  which 
the  boasted  constitution  of  Spain,  is  founded ;  and  suck 
have  been  the  grounds,  on  which  the  Cortes  have  divest- 
ed the  rightful  king  of  his  sovereignty ;  an  occurrence, 
not  only,  hitherto,  unknown  in  the  history  of  the  Spa-, 
nish  monarchy  j  but,  also,  an  extreme,  to  which  the  peo- 
ple of  America,  have  nevei*  thought  of  going.  Jovella- 
nos,  whose  name  will  always  be  mentioned  with  veaera- 
tion,  in  his  celebrated  report,  laid  before  the  Central  Jua-t 
ta,  on  7th  October,  1808,  establishes  as  a  principle,  ap- 

i  nation,  ^ihat  ti}hen  a 
[•ef  of  the  society  of 
oarCy  that  the  adminis- 
to  govern  and  defend 
:  they  naturally  enter 
\selves,  and  consequents 
^itimate  right  of  insur* 
yen  by  the  first  States-^ 
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ttwm,  Spain,  at  that  time^  possessed/to  the  conduct  of  the 
new  revolutionary  governments,  therein  established;  and 
it  formed  the  basis  of  all  their  operations.  Yet,  when 
the  American  Provinces  apply  the  same  maxims  to  them- 
selves, their  European  brethren  take  the  alarm,  and  con- 
stituting themselves  into  the  dictators  of  the  whole 
monarchy,  they  decree,  thar  its  rights  are  concentrated 
in  them  alone.  When  the  Spanish  Americans,  find  that 
their  chiefs  are  become  the  tools  of  Buonaparte;  that 
most  of  the  Europeans  amongst  them,  are  addicted  to  his 
views,  and  pledged  to  his  support;  when  they  behold  all 
the  treasure  they  had  sent  over,  had  been  wasted,  arid 
they  despaired  of  the  success  of  thePeninsular  struggle ;— • 
when  they,  equally,  beheld  themselves  bereft  of  their 
legal  monarch,  and  without  any  constitutional  or  safe 
government;  and  when,  in  short,  they,  find  themselves 
on  the  eve  of  becoming  a  French  colony,  by  the  very 
.treachery  of  those,  whp  were  charged  to  watch  over  their 
safety,  and  are,  besides,  surrounded  by  uncertainty,  doubt, 
and  dism{^;  still,  are  they  denied  the  application  of 
thcMse  very  acknowledged  principles,  in  which  Spain,  had 
so  lately,  gloried ;  still,  are  they  not  allowed  to  consult 
their  own  security,  and  still,  are  they  commanded  to  en- 
dure all,  without  repining. 

In  order  to  form  a  correct  idea  of  the  critical  situation 
of  the  Spanish  American  provinces,  at  the  period  here  al- 
luded to,  it  is  particularly  requisite,  to  remember  well, 
the  debased  regimen  under  which  they  were  governed, 
and  the  great  privations  under  whith  they  laboured. 
The  immediate  instruments  of  this  debased  regimen, 
were  the  Viceroys  and  Captain-Generals,  who,  besides, 
being,  with  few  exceptions,  corrupt,  immoral,  and  ar- 
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biMiy»  akOj  held  in  tb^ir  awn  hands,^  a  fK>W€r,  m  t«6h 
moments  ^b  these,  lOeither  consistent  with  the  seciarily 
of  the  couptiy,  under  their  charge,  not  Goi»patible 
with  thewelfere  of  the.  people  governed.  Possessed  6f 
the  resources  of  all  the  districts  under  their  jurisdiction, 
commanding  the  armed  force,  and  being,  at  the  same 
time,  the  direct  and  immediate,  channel  of  every  thing 
that  arrived  ft-om,  or  was  conveyed  to  Europe;  they 
bad  not  only  the  fate  and  lives  of  the  inhabitants  in  their 
/hands,  but  tliey  bad  it,  likewise^  within  their  power,  to 
deliver  them  over  to  the  French,  if  they  thpo^t  fit,  or 
it  was  at  their  option,  to  leave  tbem  at  the  mercy  of  aiiy 
other  foreign  power.  In  addition  to  the  tanufications^of 
offices  and  trusts,  which  they  immediately  controled^the 
European  residents  were  ever  ready  to. second  and  sup- 
port the  measures  of  their  constituted  chiefs,  as  well 
from  a  spirit  of  party  sbid  direct  opposition  to  the  Oe* 
oles,  as  in  order  to  secure  an  adhesion  to  the  Pemnsuk, 
for  they,  like  the  Israelites  of  old,  hankered  after  tbe 
flesh-pots  of  EgypU  Always  bending  to  the  do^  of 
their  chiefs  in  power,  and  always  assembled  round  bini» 
in  consequence  ot  their  extensive  inflqence  and  connec- 
.tions,  they,  at  all  times,  became  a  formidable  plala&x^; 
the  more  to  be  dreaded,  from  the  greater  union  that  ei^ 
isted  amongst  them,  and  from  the  great  /acility,  with 
.which  they  might  be  misled,  in  any  Aing  that  related  lo 
the  transacticms  of  the  parent  state. 

§  This  picture  <rf  the  vari(^  occurrences,  which  pre- 
ceded and  accom{^med  the  changes  of  government  iti 
the  ultramarine  provinces;  will  be,  however,  i:end^od 
more  perfect  and  ijatelltgible,  if,  before  I  proceed  wty 
,  further,  I  give  a  .parti<;ular  otitliae  of  what  occurred  in 


Digitized  by 


Google 


119 

Mexico  I  as,  from  the  greater  unportance  of  this  section, 
its  antiquity,  and  the  precedence  ^iven  to  it,  by  ail  the 
other  sections;  it  deserves  some  individual  consideration, 
in  the  general  details  which  comprehend  the  whole  of  the 
Spanish  American  continent  This  little  ('e  atched 
sketch,  will,  at  the  sanie  time,  more  clearly,  explain 
the  tone  of  feeling  then  prevalent  in  the  country,  and 
will,  greatly,  elucidate  the  grounds  on  which  the  in- 
habitants acted. 

On  receipt  of  the  news  of  the  deplorable  situation  of  th^ 
Pcpinsula,  of  tl^e  seizure  of  the  king,  and  of  the  invasioo 
of  the  French,  Viceroy  Iturrigaray  became  diffident  <rf 
those  powers  he  had  received  from  Charles  IV,  through 
his  corrupt  minister  Godoy,  and  which  had  been,  so 
recently  confirmed  by  the  Duke  de  Berg,  and  by  th^ 
Spanish  ministers  of  the  intrusive  king.  Fearful  of  the 
inipossibiUty  of  maintaining  harmony,  amidst  suck 
general  despondency,  distrust,  and  the  clashing  of  in- 
terests, and  (considering  also,  that  his  limited  authority 
could,  in  no  way,  replace  that  of  the  lost  kipg,  he  pro- 
posed calling  together  a  general  assembly,  or  Junta  of 
the  representatives  o^  all  the  provinces,  ip  order  to  rer 
jsolve  on  the  future  mode  of  governmept,  ancji  to  €;sta- 
blish,  in  this  critical  situation  of  affairs,  an  administra- 
tive system^'in  which  the  people  might  confide.  Ifi 
this  he  was  opposed  by  the  audiencia,  consisting  of  old 
Spaniards,  the?e  were  joined  by  all  the  puropean  mer^ 
chants  and  placemen,  who  trembling  for  the  ascendency 
of  tiie  mote  num^rou^  Creoles,  in  any  plan  of  govem- 
meiit  founded  on  popular  election,  resolved,  by  open 
force,  to  frustrate  any  attempt  that  might  give  prepon- 
derance to  the  latter.     The  adoption  pf  ihe  viceroy^ 
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measure,   was    supported  by   the    cabildo,    which,    in 
Spanish  America,  still  retained  some  shadow  of  popular 
representation,  and  by  its  official  remonstrance  (part  of 
which  I  have  inserted  in  Appendix  C.  as  highly  illustra- 
tive of  this  particular  point)  it  proved,  that  this  was  the 
only  means  of  consulting  the  voice  of  the  people,  pro- 
moting confidence  and  unanimity,    and  of  producing 
security  to  the  whole  kingdom,  in  a  manner  conform- 
able to  the  injunctions  of  the  law,  and  the  example  of 
the  provinces  of  the  Peninsula.    A  powerful  faction  of 
Europeans,  was  formed  and  armed,  the  person  of  the. 
viceroy  was  seized,  and  himself  and  family,,  under  ag- 
gravated  indignities,   were  sent  prisoners  to  Europe. 
Thus,   did  European  despotism,    under  a  new  shape, 
rear  its  hydra  head  in  Mexico,    and  the  seat  of  power 
became  usurped,  whilst  the  laws  of  the  realm,  and  the 
patriotic  wishes  of  the  Creoles,  were  laughed  to  scorn.* 
The  latter,  trusted  to  the  justice  and  equity  of  the 
government  at  home,  but  instead  of  a  thorough  investi- 
gation into  this  affair,  although  Iturrigaray  was  absolved 
of  every  charge,  and  his  intentions  were,  thereby,  proved 
to  have  been  legal,  pure,  and  patriotic;  the  principal 
members  of  this  faction,  and  the  chief  plotters  of  this  fla- 
grant insult  on  the  American  people;  were  rewarded 
with  insignia,  offices  and  distinctions,  carried  out  to 
Mexico,  by  the  successive  Viceroy  Venegas.    Such  was 
the  origin  and  commencement  of  thos^  disorders  and 

*  The  principal  occurrences  coimecteA  with  this  afikir,  are  delaiK 
ed,  at  full  length,  in  the  Rovolucion  de  Mexico,  the  work  before  r^ 
ferred  to.  The  principal  object  of  the  author,  appears  to  have  bee« 
a  defence  of  the  viceroy,  and  an  explanation  of  the  material  cau«e^ 
which  produced  open  enmity  on  the  part  of  the  Creoles  in  New  Spain, 
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intestine  divisions,  which  first  began  to  spread  open  en- 
mity between  the  Europeans  and  Americans  in  Mexico; 
and  afterwards,  gave  rise  to  the  numerous  evils,  which, 
so  fast,  spread  in  that  unhappy  section  of  the  Spanish 
American  continent,  and  so  soon  filled  it,  with  ravages 
and  destruction.  It  was  this  impolicy  and  injustice,  on 
the  part  of  the  Europeans  there,  and  the  government  at 
home,  which  first  convinced  the  Creoles  of  the  insult- 
ing extremity  of  their  sufTeririgs,  and  renewed  the  irri- 
tating sense  of  their  actual  and  varied  oppression.  In 
this  particular,  the  sentiments  and  feelings  of  each  sec- 
tion, have  been  alike;  though  their  open  display  has 
been  more  immediately  excited,  by  different  concurrent 
circumstances  and  local  causes.  The  origin  has  been 
the  same,  though  the  features  and  the  results,  iq  some 
measu  re,  have  varied. 

§  The  situation  of  the  Peninsula,  though  more  melan- 
choly and  alarming,  was  not  so  perplexed  and  doubtful, 
as  that  of  the  various  sections  of  Spanish  America.  The 
distance  at  which  they  were  placed,  created  a  gloomy 
suspence;  they  knew  not  the  fate  which  awaited  theni; 
they  were  ignorant  what  political  changes  were  reserved 
for  them;  whether  they  were  to  be  bartered  to  a  new 
master,  and  thrown  into  the  scale  of  political  compensa- 
tion,— whether  the  transfer  and  alienation  to  France,wa5 
to  be  carried  into  effect, — whether  they  had  been  made 
the  price  of  British  co-operation, — whether  the  princess 
of  the  Brazils,  was  to  be  their  future  sovereign,  and,  in 
short,  whether  they  were  to  be  left  a  prey  to  the  despo- 
tism of  the  popular  demagogues  at  home«  In  the  mean 
time,  the  bosom  of  the  whole  country,  was  torn  asunder 
by  parties  and  factions ;  and  discontent,  and  distrust. 
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reigned  iq  every  order  of  society.  .  Th^  audieBcias,  were 
plottiog  to  supplant  the  viceregal  power,  ^very  oi^e  w^fi 
ambitious  of  command,  and,  at  the  same  time,  t|^ 
people  were  at  the  will  and  mercy,  of  men,  who,  b/esides, 
being  strangers  to  the  land,  were  neither  possessed  of 
their  choice,  nor  vested  with  their  respect  or  confidence. 

They  were  avf^^re,  that,  in  th§  United  Stat^s^  a  wide 
plan  for  their  political  sqbjectioo,  had  b^ep  orgi^niajed,--* 
that  General  Dalmiyart,  b^d  already  penetrated  to  thp 
interior  provinces  of  Tex^9, — tji5^t,  ^)e^ides,  the  nu- 
merous orders  and  confirmation^  of  powers,  sent  out  tp 
the  governors,  bishops,  ^c.  by  the  council  of  the  Indie^, 
and  besides  the  proclamatipns  filled  with  venom  against 
Ferdinand  J  they  kne\v  that  crosses  of  the  legion  of  honout, 
had  also  been  prepared  by  the  French,  for  a  long  Ust  qf 
worthies^  then  amongst  them.  They  w^re  informed,  th;|t 
the  Portuguese  court,  had  long  had  pretensions  on  that 
part  of  Spanish  America,  which  borders  on  the  Brasila; 
and  that  even  jn  1808,  acrimonious  disputes  were  pending, 
respecting  their  large  innovations  on  the  Spanish  territory. 
They  were  not  ignorant,  that  the  princess  of  the  Brasil§» 
as  infanta  of  Spain,  sought  to  be  made  regenjt  of  the  m(h 
narchy  of  her  absent  brother;  that  she  was  corr.espoiidin^ 
with  various  sections  of  Spanish  America,  in  order  tp 
sound  their  chiefs  and  further  her  views;  in  short,  thp 
Spanish  Ap^^ricans  had  reason  to  eicpect,  overtures  ^Qfl 
emissaries  from  Napoleon,  the  Pake,de  Berg,  Joseph, .tl^ 
king  of  Naples,  the  princess  of  the  Brazils,  and  they  wei^e 
moreover,  uncertain,  a^  to  the  conduct  And  views  of  tb/s 
British. 

They,  also,  well  remembered,  that t^y  had  been,  lotig, 
under  doubt  and  Mucertainty^.as  Xo  tiiej^ituaLioii  and  stabi- 
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ty  of  the  gover&Boe&t  at  bonae;  Aat  inbeB  tihe  pro- 
isional  chai2ge»  took  place  in  tbe  PenuMnbi/ ilep9lica 
om  the  centra)  Junta  of  Seville,  ba4  b«eq  Mot  amoi^«t 
iem» urging  tbe  auprema^  of  ^tt  body,  aa4  deoiaBdtiig 
lair  ackoowiedgement  aqd  vemittai^ceit*  Shortly  aftN» 
ley  reiQi^mbei;ed  tha4i  the  viceroy  \mA  received  dispatohaa 
om  the  Asturian  deputies,  tb^  ia  London,  demandiiKg 
esame  pre^-eminencey  and  eq^pect^ig  the  stfitie  obedienae 
d  auppliea;  apd  sow  tbey  befjield  tbeae  late  idote  <rf,tiie 
»aDi^  people,  daabed  to  the  ground,  and  thftt  it  waa 
icertain,  wbatkind  of  governooeptw^to  succeed  tli^i. 
:  home,  tbey  were  sensible  tbi^t  every  tbi%  ^asiiMitiml 
itrust> discord  and  misfortiin^;  and  th9^  aoibitipn,  raldier 
in  patriotism,  bad,  faitberto^  aiptisated  the  conduct  of  the 
ncipal  govermpent  of  the  PepAi^qla*  Th^  bftd  seen  the 
ntral  Jtinta,  which  owed  itfi^  exiften^  to  a  coocentr^- 
n  of  the  prayincial  ones,  (thpi^h  ^kded  in  an  inra- 
lar  way;)  bad  piottad  thie  overtbrow  of  Ibose  viaiy 
ne  bodies,  firom  whence  it  deprived  it^  snpfM]t9ed  origiii. 
ey  hadbebeld,  t^e  b^isest  m^ns  empk^ed  by  itsmemr 
s,  in  ooi^r  to  extend  and enlai^e  their  command;  and 
y  h^d  seen  tb^em  resoft  to  e^^ery  undt^  measufe,  in 
er  to  prolong  ai|d  consolidate  their  pow^r,  and  for  the 
|)oaeof  aecuripg  to  thena^elves,  n  coipplete  despotism 
r  their  fellow-citizens.  The  council  of  Castile,  leas. 
>wu  to  have  been  plotting  againsi  the  Central  Junta 
Seville,  this  against  tb$|t  of  Valencia,  Aaturias,  &c.i; 
^bort,  tbey  had  experienced,  that  no  regular,  ac- 
wledg^  or  legal  goveim«^ntj  existed  in  ibe  Pifr- 
ala;  anfl  tb^y  bad  seep  with  tb^r  own  eyes,  tbc|t 
chiefs  in  the  American  proyincef »  pbanged  masteas, 
Lst  as  the  Protean  shape  of  the  Peninsular  govern- 
t,  varied. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


124 

-  In  the  mean  time,  a  tremendous  crisis,  impended 
aver  the  fate  of  the  Peninsula;  the  supposed  impregna' 
Repasses  of  the  Sierra  MoVena,  had  been  forced;  on 
every  side  the  national  troops  were  dispersed,  and  the 
.generals,  attributed  the  losses  and  misfortunes  of  the 
armies,  to  the  ineptitude  of  the  provisional  central  go- 
vernment. No  sooner  had  this  been  driven  from  Seville, 
and  dispersed,  than  it  was  accused  of  despotism,  mal^ 
versation,  corruption,  inexperience,  negligence;  and 
even,  of  corresponding  and  siding  with  the  French. 
The  battle  of  Ocaiia,  appeared  to  have  put  a  seal  to  the 
fate  of  Spain,  50,000  French,  are  already  spread  on  the 
plains  of  Andalusia,  and  dismay  was  painted  in  every 
countenance.  Amidst  such  general  confusion,  even  the  v 
local  and  provisional  Junta  of  Seville,  creates  itself  into 
^  sovereign,  circulates  orders  throughout  the  whole 
kingdom  to  assemble  fresh  deputies;  and  even  sends 
couriers  to  Cadiiz,  to  arfest  the  members  of  the  late  Cen- 
tral Junta,  or  to  kill  them.  The  president  and  vice-pre- 
sident, were  seized  in  Xeres,  and  with  diflSculty  escaped 
with  their  lives;  in  short,  such  was  the  odium  attatched 
to  the  members  of  this  government,  and  such  the  influ- 
ence of  the  fectious,  that  any  one  who  had  undertaken 
their  defence,  would  have  been  held  as  a  traitor  to  h» 
country.* 

The  above  is  the  picture  of  the  state  of  the  Penin- 
sular governipent,  about  the  beginning  of  January,  1810, 
as  drawn  by  a  Spaniard,  who  has  publicly  taken  to  him- 
self, the  character  of  impartial,  and  such  is  the  corres- 
ponding report  of  public  aflFairs,  at  the  tim^  above- 
liientioned.     We  will  next  proceed  to  examine  what 

*  Sstrada,  Examen  Imparcial,  Partr* 
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kind  of  a  governing  system  originated  out  of  the  wreck 
of  the  Central  Junta,  in  conformity  to  its  decree  of  S9th 
oT  January,  1810,  issued  in  La  Isla  de  Leon. 

"  At  length,  after  great  dangers  and  difficulties,  the 
members  of  the  Central  Junta^  collect  ii^  La  Isla;  where, 
filled  with  dread,  and  without  energy  to  determine  on 
the  continuation  of  their  command,  during  the  fewsdays 
which  remained  till  the  assembling  of  the  Cortes;  in  the 
midst  of  obscurity,  furtively,  and  without  the  requisite 
powers,  they  elect  a  Regency  of  five  persons;  who,  how 
great  so  ever  might  have  been  their  private  virtues,  were, 
doubtlessly,  very  little  fit,  to  fulfill  the  duties  of  the 
ministry  how  confided  to  them.    Without  having  suffi- 
cient courage  to  cause  this  Regency  to  be  acknowledged, 
they  (the  central  numbers)  put  it  in  the  full  exercise  of 
its  public  functions,    and  all  determine  to  leave  that 
point,  in  order  to  escape  the  fury  of  the  people.*"  Such, 
also,  is  the  picjture  of  that  same  government,  the  Spa- 
nish Americans  were  called  upon,  blindly,,  and  submis- 
sively, to  obey;   and  such  is  the  origin  of  that  same 
Regency,  which  afterwards  declared  war  ^gainst  them, 
because  they  did  not  conceive  it  conformable  to  their 
political  interests,  and  general  safety,  to  cringe,  ahd  bow 
their  abject  heads,  to  a  set  of  new  despots,  created  out 
of  the  worst  and  most  execrable  government,  that  evet 
insulted  the  rights  of  a  people,  or  abused  the  exigenciea 
ofastate.f 


*  Estrada  Id.  Id.  !  ^ 

f  It  ig  a  fact,  that  the  Junta  of  Cadiz,  shut  the  p;»rt,  in  order  tha^ 

the  news  of  this  confusion  and  dilemma  in  tha  affairs  of  the  Peniosala, 

n]ig;fat  not  reach  to  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic. 
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'  3lfterpresenting  ttiy  tfeader,  with  this  faithful  picture 
d[4he  'respective  situations  of  the  l^etiinsula,  at  the  two 
periods  of  time,  i)€ffOre  prefixed ;  I  would  now  ask  him, 
ih  catidour,  and,  in  -sincerity,  ^vhether  it  was,  either 
rfesoh^ftle,  or  just,  for  tht  distant  provinces  of  America, 
tb-cotttfnue  as  the  servile  sl^es  of  these  crest  fallen  de- 
A«fgogue8;  or  whether  it  was  wise,  for  them  to  he  made 
tfcte'snbnn^ive  tools  of  five  individuals,  who  had  Sprung 
into  poweryonttif  the  iihoice  and  nomination  of  men,  at  that 
Vety  titaie,  covered  with xmivetsal  execration  ?  Was  it  con- 
fbtmathte  to  the  teil  interests  of  European  or  American 
Spain;  br,  even,  of  Engfetid,  forthis  valuable  quarter  of  the 
WWld,  to  remain  subservient  to  the  nod  of  a  government, 
founded  on  iliiberarity,  illegal  in  its  essence,  now  infected 
With 'the  contagion  of  inondpoly,  and  awed  by  the  interest 
of  the  trading  port,  in  which  it  had  just  taken  refuge? 
Ktty,  at  the  moment  6f  such  an  eventful  period  to  Euro- 
peain  Spain,  and  dtrring  such  an  existing  exigence  in  the 
t^^le  Worfd,  was  it  rational,  for  the  rights,  liberties,  and 
setHfity  of  the  Spanish  American  provinces,  to  be  any 
longer,  inslilted  by  the  governmental  forces,  that  had  been, 
hitherto,  represeMing  in  the  Peninsula;  or  was  it  politic, 
fhtt  the  improvetible,  but  long  neglected  regions,  to  which 
I'tHlUde,  should,  in  such  critical  circumstances,  as  those 
jtrist  described,  still  remain  enslaved,  outraged,  and  ag- 
grieved by  )ftn  ephemeral  government,  desirous  only  to 
prolong  their  degradation?  I  leave  it,  to  the  upright  and 
impartial  in  every  clime,  and  in  every  situation,  to  draw 
his  own  conclusions;  fully  convinced  as  lam,  in  my  own 
Iffyset,  dfter  a  pa^tient  +e«earch  through  dubious  and  con- 
trarfrctory  autboflties,  'thai  I  have  not  only  been  correct 
and  faithful  in  niy  preceding  delineations  of  events  and 
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circutnstanciBs ;  but  that  the  main  point  of  thfe  whole 
question,  tiow  at  issue,  is,  whether  the  Spanish  Ameri" 
cans,  ih  such  mdmenis  of  danger,  distrust,  and  despon* 
dency,  did^  or  did  noty  do  right,  in  thus  changing  ffar 
the  time  being)  their  local  government,  and  placing  the 
administration  of  their  own  affairs,  in  the  hands  of  men^ 
possessed  of  their  trust  and  confidence  ? 

§  These  essential  premises  being  established,  it  now 
remains  for  nie  to  examinie,  what  was  the  species  of 
government  which  the  laws  of  Spain  enact,  as  well  as 
the  annals  of  her  national  history,  prescribe,  for  cala- 
Hfiities,  like  that  which  had  befallen  the  Spanish  mo- 
narchy of  both  hemispheres  ;  and  next,  whether  it  was 
siich  as  the  Spanish  Americans,  equally,  adopted.  I  have, 
previously,  quoted  some  of  the   fundamental   laws  of 
Castile,  which  ordain  the  assembling  of  the  three  estates 
of  the  realm,  in  all  cases  of  great  emergency  and  national 
misfortune.    This  axiom  is,  moreover,  fully  authorized,, 
by  the  spirit  of  the  Spanish  history,  by  many  precedents, 
JKid,  recently,  by  the  conduct  of  the  whole  provinces  of  the 
Peninsula.  When  the  functions  of  the  crown,  were  there 
unfortunately  suspended,  the  various  provinces,  immedi- 
ately placed  their  confidence  in  Juntas,  and  vested  in 
them,  the  administration  of  their  affairs;  with  full  powers 
to  call  forth  the  resources  of  the  districts  under  their  ju- 
risdiction, and  promote  their  security  and  defence.   Not- 
withstanding, however,  this  measure  of  prudence,  there 
existed  in  each,  a  captain-general,  and  an  audiencia,  or 
other  equivalent  authorities,  constituted  by   the  King; 
btit  still,   these  were  not  sufficient,  even,  for  local  t)'ur- 
j^OBfes.     For  the  general  guidance  and  government  of 
dierfe^lrh,  ^concentration  of  these  provincial  Juntas, 
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Wail  esteemed  most  conducive  to  the  welfare  of  the  6iktei 
and  if  this  concentration,  bad,  only,  been  made,  in  a  due 
and  consistent  manner,  (and  it  was  not,  as  will,  here-' 
after  be  fully  shewn)  the  hopes  of  the  country,  would, 
never,  have  been  so  much  frustrated. 

Notwithstanding  this  new  measure,  the  council  of 
Castile,  nevertheless,  existed;  as  well  as  of  the  Indies; 
but  to  neither,  was  the  management  of  the  nation^  con- 
fided. Yet,  in  their  respective  jurisdictions,  at  home, 
they  each  exercised  an  authority,  infinitely  superior  to 
the  viceroys,  captain-generals,  and  audiencias,.  in  Ame- 
rica; for,  in  fact,  they  represented  the  supreme  power, 
as  well  as  the  person  of  the  king.  Still,  they  were 
overlooked  in  the  new  arrangements,  and  the  people  of 
the  Peninsula,  considered  that  the  Council  of  Castile, 
was  not  adequate,  to  fill  up  the  void  newly  created 
between  them,  and  the  sovereign.  And  what  greater 
reasons  existed  in  America,  for  the  inhabitants  to  trust 
their  all,  in  the  hands  of  local  viceroys|,  captain-generals, 
and  audiencias,  under  the  guidance  of  the  council  of  the 
Indies  at  home  ?  Ler  us  call  for  the  test  of  fact  and  expe- 
rience, and  thereby  ascertain,  what  fresh  proofs  of  probi- 
ty, rectitude,  and  sincerity,  there  existed  in  them,  at  the 
precise  period  referred  to,  more  than  had  been  evinced  by 
the  governors  of  the  European  provinces^  or  by  the 
council  of  Castile,  when  the  form  of  government  was 
changed.  The  general  conduct  of  the  transmarine  autho- 
rities has  been,  already,  pointed  out,  and  as  for  the  Coun- 
cil of  the  Indies,  from  the  time  of  the  Spanish  revolu- 
tion, in  its  plans  for  the  well-being  of  the  country,  over 
which  it  presided,  it  had  done  nothing  more,  than  send, 
over  orders,  and  full  confirmations  to  the  powers,  of  the, 
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t^hiefs  and  bishops  in  office  there,  as  the  best  means,  to 
insure  subservience  to  Napoleon* 

§  In  Europe,  we  have  seen  both  of  these  councils,  under 
the  necessity  of  submitting,  first  to  the  Central  Junta, 
then  to  the  Regency,  and  afterwards,  to  the  national 
^Cortes.  And  in  what  way  was  the  loss  of  the  king,  to  be 
supplied  in  America  ?  In  the  annals  of  Castile,  no  traces 
or  precedent  of  a  monarch  having  been^  surreptitiously, 
taken  from  amidst  his  subjects,  is  to  be  found »  conse- 
quently, such  a  dase  as  the  present,  was,  in  like  manner, 
novel  in  the  history  of  Spanish  America ;  since,  from  the 
time  of  the  conquest,  the  kings  had,  always  remained  in 
the  bosom  of  the  nation,  respected  and  obeyed  by  all  its 
members.  Yet,  in  all  cases  of  emergency,  as  before  es- 
tablished, the  laws  of  Castile  ordain,  that  the  representa- 
tives of  the  people,  be  assembled ;  and,  by  express  sta- 
tutes, it  is  further  enacted,  that  in  all  cases  of  minority p 
the  regents  of  the  realm,  and  the  tutors  of  the  infant  heir 
to  the  crown,  be  named  by  a  general  Congress,  for  that 
purpose dssembled^  And  is  not  the  seizure  of  the  royal 
.person,  (by  which  an  interregnum,  together  with  all  the 
weighty  and  momentous  consequences  of  an  actual  mi- 
nority, have  been  produced  to  the  whole  nation  of  both 
hemispheres),  a  case  equally  arduous,  important  and  ca« 
lamitous  ?  Spanish  America,  by  the  fullest  and  most  ex- 
press acts  of  the  Spanish  legislature,  had  been  annexed 
to  the  crown  of  Castile,  as  already  proved,  whose  laws 
and  statutes,  were  there  equally  binding ;  and  the  mo- 
narchical constitution,  had  been,like wise,  extended  there 
to.  In  addition  to  this,  by  an  express  enactment,  it  is 
directed,  that  the  viceroys  and  governors,  provide  for  and 
determine  in  all  general  matters,  within  their  jurisdiction 
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do,*  CoiMcquently,  in  such  cased,  the  viceroy  was  not 
the  sole  arbiter,  nor,  could  so  monstrous  a  system  of  le- 
gislation, be  imagined,  as  one  that  left  to  the  direction  of 
a  single  individual,  the  fate  of  a  large  and  detached  sec- 
tion of  a  nation,  when  the  whole  was  surrounded  by  im- 
minent dangers,  and  convulsed  by  a  variety  of  contend- 
ing and  clashing  interests. 

A  local  Jtinta,  in  the  provinces  of  Spanish  America, 
vras  not  a  novel  occurrence,  or  one,  unauthorised  by  pre- 
cedent. The  earliest  annals  of  New  Spain,  record  an 
ihstVLnceofznAyuntamjento^  or  Junta,  being  assembled  in 
an  emergent  case.  Cortes,  not  trusting  to  the  powers 
and  nomination  of  generalissimo,  he  had  received  from 
Diego  Velasquez,  captarft-general  of  Cuba,  delivered 
them  up,  together  with  his  commission,  into  the  hands 
of  a  Junta,  in  Villarica,  and  received  from  that  body,  a 
fresh  confirmiation,  the  legitimacy  of  which,  was  never 
qu^stiotied,  either  by  Velasquez,  or  Narvaez, although  his 
most  deadly  enemies.  A  local  Junta,  also,  governed  the 
whole  kingdom  of  New  Spain,  immediately  after  its  con- 
quest and  pacification ;  for  the  audiencia  did  not  go  out 
till  the  year  1529,  nor  the  first  viceroy,  till  1534,  In  a 
royal  cedula,  issued  in  Madrid,  6th  June,  1664,  it  is, 
moreover,  ordered,  that  the  viceroys  conmlt  arduous  mat- 
ters in  a  general  Junta^  this  is,  therefore,  a  full  acknow- 
ledgment of  their  legality.  This  mode,  of,  provisionally, 
conducting  the  affairs  of  government,  is  still  more  ex- 
pressly established  in  another  royal  cedula,  dated  Ma- 
drid, 24th  June,  1766.   In  the  beginning  of  the  last  cen- 

*Hecop.ley,  Ind.   Icy  45.  tit.  5.  lib.  3,  , 
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tury,  a  Junta  was  formed  ia  Mexico,*  for  the  purpose  of 
consulting  weighty  and  important  matters  relating  to  the 
state ;  particularly,  respecting  a  diminution  in  the  price 
of  quicksilver,  which,  from  being  a  monopoly  of  the 
crown,  was  out  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  viceroy ;  and, 
even  at  the  period  of  the  governmental  changes  in  the 
ultramarine  provinces,  a  superior  Junta  of  finance  existed, 
independent  of  the  viceroy  and  audiencia.  In  short,  the 
plan  of  Juntas,  is  not,  only,  the  most  reasonable  means  of 
establishing  unanimity  and  confidence,  and  providing  for 
public  security  in  extraordinary  cases ;  but  is,  also,  in 
strict  accord  with  the  laws  and  usages  of  the  whole  na- 
tion, and  conformable  to  its  most  recent  precedents. 
Had  not  this  been  the  case,  a  viceroy,  in  charge  of  an 
American  province,  would,  scarcely,  have  recommended 
such  a  measure  to  his  own  detriment,  and  with  so  much 
responsibility  on  his  shoulders;  nor  could  he,  when  sur- 
rounded by  all  his  councils,  have  committed  so  egregious 
an  oversight,  in  the  application  of  the  laws,  and  uisages 
of  his  own  nation. 

Valencia  and  Seville,  as  before  noticed,were,  equally, 
conquests  of  the  crown  of  Castile;  yet  they  were 
allowed  to  adopt  this  measure;  and  the  Junta  of  the 
latter,  did  more,  it  undertook  to  exact. obedience  from 
the  entire  provinces  of  both  hemispheres.  The  sections 
of  America,  in  altering  their  local  governments,  had  for 
object,  to  provide  for  their  own  safety,  and  to  put  an 
end  to  the  reign  of  doubt  and  uncertaintyj  and  most  as- 
suredly, the  bsst  means  of  answering  this  end,  was  by 
cementing  the  fidelity  of  the  people  afresh,  also  by  esta- 

*  Comentario  de  las  ordenanzas  de  mineria, cap.  l.fol.25 

I  2 


Digitized  by 


Google 


133 

blifihing  an  UDion  of  intentions  and  wishes;  and  thinr 
transfusing  harmony  through  each  order  of  society. 
These  objects,  in  the  Spanish  Americans,  were  a  thou- 
sand times  more  prudent  and  reasonable,  than  the  conr- 
duct  of  the  governments  of  European  Spain,  in  over- 
turning the  fundamental  laws  of  the  entire  monarchy,  in 
divesting  the  king  of  his  sovereignty,  and  in  waging  an 
unjust  and  inteu^erate  war,  against  half  his  subjects. 
The  only  material  difference,  which  existed  between  th.e 
two  parts  of  the  monarchy,  at  the  above  parallel  of  time, 
was,  that  one  was  under  an  invasion,  and  the  other  was 
not;  but  were  the  American  provinces  to  wait,'  till  ar- 
mies were  landed  on  their  shores,  before  they  provided 
for  their  security;  or  were  they,  in  like  manner,  to  be 
ronsed  from  their  slumber,  by  the  very  same  storm 
bursting  upon  them,  which  had,  already,  laid  waste  the 
Peninsula?  When  the  news  of  the  melancholy  situation 
of  Spain,  at  the  beginning  of  1810,  reached  them,  they 
conceived  that  the  seal  had  been  irrevocably  put  to  her 
fate;  and  that  this  circumstance,  alone,  with  a  small 
degree  of  address  on  the  part  of  the  French,  was  suffi- 
cient to  render  the  Peninsula,  a  powerful  instrument  in 
their  own  subjection;  and  even  independent  of  this  cir- 
cumstance, which  their  own  chiefs,  besides,  lead  them 
to  believe  as  inevitable;  if  the  French  squadron,  which 
about  that  time,  left  the  port  of  Roghefort,  had  reached 
its  proposed  destination,  what  -would  have  been  the 
situation  of  New  Spain  ? 

§  In  taking  this  general  review  of  the  situation  of  Eu* 
I'Opean  and  American  Spain,  at  the  period  of  these  two 
remarkable  transactions  in  their  politit^al  conduct;  it  is^ 
at  the  same  time,  necessary,  in  order,  clearly,  to  matii- 
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fest  the  urgent  motives  which  induced  the  provinces  of 
the  latter,  to  change,  for  the  time  being,  their  form  of 
government,  to  examine  the  particular  state  of  the  so- 
ciety in' Spanish  America,  and  also  to  bear  in  mind,  the 
numerous  privations  under  which  its  inhabitants  labour- 
ed. The  general  system  of  government  practised  in  the 
whole  of  that  country,  in  consequence  of  a  long  accu- 
mulation of  abuses,  was,  according  to  the  outline  al- 
ready given,  rather  suited  to  support  and.  procure  a  de- 
gree of  sovereignty  and  dependence,  than  to  promote 
the  pro^erity,  improvement,  and  happiness  of  the  peo* 
pie  governed.  The  most  galling  of  all  these  priva:tions, 
was,  however,  that,  by  which  the  Creoles  were  excluded 
ffom  a  participation  in  all  offices  of  trust  or  dignit}'',  for 
they  had,  certainly,  long  beheld  with  irritated  feelings, 
i:hat  foreign  Samaritans  had  come  amongst  them,  ex- 
clusively to  enjoy  the  waters  of  the  well  of  Jacob,  and  to 
whose  portion  alone,  fell  the  fat  of  the  land.  They  had, 
nevertheless,  waited  with  patience,  for  two  years,  yet 
no  effective  relief  had  been  procured  them;  nay,  their 
situation  had  been  rendered  worse;  for  besides  their  old 
aggravations,  they  now  beheld  their  countiy  filled  with 
denunciations,  espionage,  arrests,  prosecutions,' banish- 
ments, &c.  principally  levelled  at  themselves;  and  which, 
not  only  tended  to  infuse  alarm  and  disgust  into  the  bo- 
soms of  the  inhabitants,  but,  also,  strongly,  to  alienate 
their  minds,  from  the  immediate  authors  of  such  scenes. 
The  distance  at  which  the  transatlantic  provinces 
were,  moreover,  placed,  the  many  stratagems  used  to  de- 
ceive them,  by  the  circulation  of  incorrect  and  exagger- 
ated accounts,  had  greatly  contributed  to  fill  them  with 
uncertainty  and  dilemma;  they  beheld  disasters  succeed 
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,the  firsi.  victories  gained  by-  the  patriotic  arms;  they  saw 
their  treasury  exhausted,  and  that  the  enemy  had  already 
Over-ran  the  best  provinces  of  the  Peninsula,  and  had 
shut  up  the  wreck  of  an  impotent  government,  within 
the  walls  of  Cadiz.    The  chiefs,  who,   so  lately,  had 
placed  themselves  at  the  head  of  the  nation,  were  now 
dispersed  and  covered  with  ignominy;   and  they  heard 
that  the  Central  Junta,  which,  not  long  ago,  had  been 
pronounced  a  paternal  and  beneficent  government,  had 
now  all  the  disasters  of  the  nation  laid  to  its  charge;  Imd 
yet  it  was  plain,  that  the  succeeding  government,  was  no 
ether  than  a  committee  of  the  preceding  one,  with  no 
more  than  the  delegated  power  of  its  predecessors.  They 
beheld,  on  the  other  hand,  ths^t  two  years  had  produced 
no  alteration  in  their  own  degraded  state;  that  in  conse^ 
quence  of  intrigue,  and  the  influence  of  the  French  over 
their  own  chiefs,  they  were  running  the  same  risks,  as 
were  the  inhabitants  of  the  Peninsula,  from  open  force* 
Under  such  circumstances  as  these,   could  it  be  pro- 
nounced treason,  or  rebellion,  in  the  distant  provinces, 
to  choose  men  of  their  own  confidendfe ;   in  order  to  su-. 
perintend  their  local  administration,  to  watch  over  their 
welfare,  and  to  remove,  or  reform,  the  most  crying  of 
the  privations  under  which  they  had  so  long  groaned? 
To  effect  these  necessary  and  reasonable  purposes,  they 
imitate  the  example  of  the  mother-country;  and  they 
establish  a  provisional  government,  during  the  absence 
of  the  monarch,  or  till  the  general  government  of  the 
realm,  was  organized  on  a  new  and  legal  basis. 

It  had,  candidly,  been  confessed  by  the  new  go- 
vernments of  the  Peninsula,  on  assuming  their  functions, 
that  the  late  defective  administration  of  the  Ma  drid  ca- 
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binet,  b^d  opened  the  giate  to  the  French,  and  brought 
abjection  to  the  whole  monarchy.  And  might  not  the 
same  evils  in  Spanish  America,  have  produced  conse- 
quences,  equally  serious.  Was  it,  there,  also,  as  in  the 
Peninsula,  that  reforms  were  to  be  delayed,  till  the  re- 
medies would  be  of  no  avail?  Reform,  was,  then,  as 
necessary  in  the  one,  as  it  was  in  the  other,  even  as  a 
meaiis  of  prevention;  and  independent  of  right  and  jus- 
tice, in  such  critical  moments,  to  aggravate  its  denial,  by 
fresh  wrongis,  was  not  only  dangerous  and  impolitic,  but, 
was,  also,  unjust  and  criruinal.  The  European  Spaniards, 
considered  reform  as  the  second  grand  object  for  which 
they  were  fighting;  this  alone,  aided  by  loyalty,  render- 
ed their  country  worth  defending,  and  the  idea  that  their 
former  degradation  was  to  return,  would  have  extingu- 
ished the  bright  and  animated  flame,  which  burst  forth 
on  the  opening  of  their  glorious  cause,  and  would  have 
rendered  despondence  general.  Why  then  were  the 
transmarine  provinces,  which  doubtlessly  required  re- 
forni  in  a.  double  degree,  and  which  were,  at  the  same 
time,  contributing  their  wealth  and  resources  for  the 
united  object  of  all,  alone,  to  be  excluded  from  an  alle- 
viation of  their  wrongs?  The  fiscal  laws,  had,  there, 
reduced  the  country  to  the  impoverished  state  at  which 
it  then  stood,  and  had  rendered  the  choicest  productions 
of  nature,  of  no  value  ;^  yet,  at  the  very  instant,  the  Spa- 
nish Americans  were  about  to  receive  some  alleviation, 
by  trade  being  opened  to  them,  the  Cadiz  Regency  or- 
dains, that  its  own  decree,  should  be  revoked  and  pub- 
licly burnt;*  because  it  was  offensive  to  the'  monopo* 
li8t»  of  that  trading  port. 

♦  Vide  Regency  decree,  Cadiz,  June  27,  1810,  and  this  impo* 
Utic  meagure  fully  discussed  in  Bl  Espanol,  London,  Nq«  4,  page  305. 
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Itwad  both  the  interest  and  honour  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  transatlantic  provinces,  (and  as  an  eye-witness, 
and  with  substantial  documents  in  my  hand,  I  can  aver 
my  assertion  to  be  true)  to  give  all  the  aid  and  succour 
in  their  power,  to  the  patriotic  cause  of  the  Penin8ula,as 
long  as  was  consistent  with  their  own  safety ;  but,  in  re- 
turn, it  waB,  undoubtedly,  the  duty  of  the  government 
of  the  latter,  to  throw  to  the  ^roundi  that  improvident 
and  unjust  system,  by  which  the  former  had  been  so 
long  governed.  The  Spanish  government,  by  being 
wanting  in  this  essential  and  primary  duty,  not  cmly 
placed  the  Spanish  Americans,  under  the  necessity  of 
looking  to  themselves;  but,  by  declaring  a. hasty  and  in-r 
temperate  war  against  them,  also  authorised  the  attitude 
in  which  Ihe  latter  have  placed  themselves,  in  order  to 
defend  their  own  rights.  Consequently,  the  former*  is, 
alone,  answerable  for  all  the  fatal  results.  The  Central 
Junta,  at  a  moment  when  pecuniary  succours  were 
wanted,  and, fearful  that  the  transmarine  provinces, 
might  be  endangered,  amidst  the  general  confusion,  and 
dismay,  likely  to  spread  abroad,  did,  indeed,  deeree,  that 
the  Spanish  American  provinces,  formed  an  equal  and 
integral  part  of  the  Spanish  monarchy,  but  this  appears,, 
rather,  to  have  been  a  messure  of  expediency  or  flattery, 
than  an  attempt  at  redress ;  for  the  decree  was  never/ 
acted  upon,  but  was  left  to  die  away  of  itself,  or  to  be, 
disavowed  by  the  opposite  conduct  of  the  successive 
governments. 

This  theoretical,  rather  than  practical,  step,  was 
not,  however,  necessary,  to  stimulate  the  Spanish  Ame- 
ricans, to  acts  of  loyalty  and  generosity  ;  for,  as  before 
proved,  the  first,  was  the  general  sentiment  that  mani* 
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ted  itself  on  the  opening  of  the  cause  in  Europe ;  and, 
)rder,  to  prove  the  second,  I  have  only  to  add,  that, 
ing  the  administration  of  the  Central  Junta,  ninety  mil- 
is  of  dollars,  were  sent  over  from  all  tbe  transmarine 
einces,  of  which  the  section  of  Mexico,  alone,  fur- 
led fifty-five.  A  very  large  proportion  of  these  funds, 
e,  besides,  private  donations,  or  belonged  to  local  es- 
ishmerits,  and,  consequently,  not  the  property  of  the 
vn.  Were  all  these  eflFective  demonstrations  on  their 
,  therefore,  deserving  of  no  consideration  at  home  ? 
3ty  declarations  of  nomimal  equality,  when  opposed 
ractice,  could  be  considered  as  nothing  else,  than  as  a 
e ;  and,  could,  of  course,  by  no  means,  satisfy  the 
ce,  and  restore  and  secure  the  rights  of  those,  who 
so  long  suffered*  Similar  promises  and  offers,  on  pa« 
but,  unaccompanied  by  practice  and  effect,  resemble 
wo  algebraical  terms  of  pltts  and  minusy  which,  mu- 
y  destroy  each  other,  and  leave  the  result  as  nothing. 
[  if  such  declarations  in  intention  and  in  theory,  had 
sincere,  (and  time  has  proved  them  to  have  been  the 
se)  the  delay  of  their  full  and  effective  execution, 
e  most  frivolous  pretexts,  too  plainly  evinces,  that 
notives,  under  which  they  were  made,  were  ambi- 
5 ;  and  their  want  of  practical  realization,  proves, 
lisdain  and  unfair  manner,  in  which  the  Spanish 
leans  have  been  dealt  with. 

he  insurrections  in  Spanish  America,  have^  in  this 
ry,  by  many,  been  viewed  in  an  unfavourable  light, 
being  supposed,  in  sonie  measure,  to  be  analagbua 
:  French  revolution,  whose  horrors,  both  recent  and 
have,  deservedly,  excited  the  disgust  and  resent- 
of  every  sober  nation.    This  opinion  of  the  Spa- 
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Irish  American -transactions,  is,  however,  exremely,  in- 
correct and  unfounded  -^  and  has  only  originated  from 
gross  misconceptions,  arising  out  of  the  complexity  and 
obscurity  of  a  subject,  hitherto,  unexplained  to  the  pub- 
lic.   In  the  revolution  of  France,  we  had  before  us,  the 
fatal  consequences  and  atrocious  effects,  of  extending 
licence  beyond  what  its  votaries  could  bear ;  but  in  the 
insurrections  of  Spanish  America,  we  have  beheld  a  sti- 
mulus of  action,  both  just  and  respectable,  and  the  accom* 
panying  movements,  have  not  been  similar.     Though 
many  scenes  of  confusion,  and  some  instances  of  cruelly, 
have  occurred,  the  ones,  have,  nevertheless,  not  hindered 
considerable  improvements  in  the  governing  8ystem,where 
any  thing  regular  has  been  established ;  and  the  others, 
have  not  been  wanton,  or  when  sanguinary,  have  not  been 
instigated  by  any  other  motive,  than  retaliation,  as  will 
be  more  fully  understood,  when  I  subjoin  my  abridged 
detail  of  the  horrors  and  havoc,  which  have  desolated 
the  several  regions  of  the  unfortunate  Spanish  Columbia. 
If  the  situation  of  those  sections,  where  the  governmen-' 
tal  changes,  have  had  a  fair,  though  yet  partial  means  of 
operating,  had  not  been,  thereby,  bettered ;  many  of  the 
accusations  brought  forward  by  the  monopolists  of  Ca- 
diz, and    which,   have,   in  some    measure,    produced 
amongst  us  an  unwarranted  stigma,   might  have  had 
their  due  weight ;  but  the  political  and  social  state  of 
Buenos  Ayres  and  Chili,  the  only  two  sections  from  which 
any  limited  inference  can  be  drawn,  have  materially  chang- 
ed for  the  better,  as  will,  hereafter,  be  fully  considered. 
§  The  facts  I  have,  so  far,  related,  respecting  the  view*^ 
and  intentions  of  the  Spanish  Americans,  in  their  resr- 
pective  governmental  changes.    I  now  leave  to  the  un- 
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unbiassed  conclusions    of  British  minds  ;^^  fully   sensi- 
ble, that'  these  transactions,    will    never  warrant  the 
charges  of  disloyalty,  ingratitude,  or  of  sinister,  or  un- 
lawful proceedings.    The  preceding  description  of  the 
relative  bearing  and  position  of  affairs,  sufficiently  ma-     ' 
nifests  the  grounds  on  which  the  transmarine  provinces^  / 
then  acted ;  and  this  material  point  being  once  establish- 
•edy  and  in  exact  conformity  to  the  events  as  they  occur- 
red, it  results,  that  the  original  views  of  the  Spanish 
Americans,   in  deposing  their  own  chiefs,  and  establish- 
ing provincial  Juntas,  were  excited  by  the  alarm,  spread 
amongst  them,  in  consequence  of  the  hopeless  situation 
of  the  Peninsula.    They  were  urged  by  the  immediate, 
Evident,  and  general  despondence,  which   every  where 
reigned,  and  by  distrust  in  the  government  at  home, 
and  in  the  chiefs,  who  were  then  in  office,  amongst  them. 
These,  with  a  variety  of  local  and  more  pressing  causes, 
were  the  radical  and  primordial  motives,  which  stimu- 
lated their  conduct ;   but,  in  addition  to  all,  they  felt^ 
heavily,  the  fatal  effects  of  their  bad  plans,  of  govern- 
ment, and  its  galling  oppression,  which  had  grown  into 
a  most  degrading  system,  to  which  they  saw  there  was 
no  end.    They  laboured  under  a  total  suspension  of  com- 
jnerce;  and  the  aggravated  weight  of  domestic  tyranny, 
had,  daily,  more  and  more,  irritated  and  roused  their 
feelings;  for  they  looked  round  and  beheld  other  nations, 
their  neighbours,  and  even  the  colonies  of  European 
powers,  situated  on  their  own  shores,  happy,  prosperous, 
aud  possessed  of  civil  liberty,  whilst  they,  alone,  were 
to  havetheir  old  and  abject  degradation  prolonged.  They 
pondered  on  the  prospect  before  them,  and  scarcely  a 
bright  or  cheerful  shade,  was  found  in  the  melancholy 
picture,  that  rose  before  their  troubled  sight. 
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The  great  instruments  destined  to  cany  on  the  colo^ 
lonial  system  of  Spain»  were  the  viceroys  and  captains- 
generals;  and  consequently,  it  was  natural,  that  they 
should  be  the  first  to  feel  the  blow.  That  the  Spanish 
Americans,  could,  no  longer,  remain  cold  spectators  of 
the  fate  preparing  for  them,  or  tamely  submit  to  be  made 
over  to  the  French,  much  less,  endure  the  fresh  msults 
h^ped  upon  them;  was  the  natural  result  of  their  long 
injured,  but  not  abject,  feelings;  their  resentment  was 
of  course,  directed  against  their  rulers,  as  the  persons 
intrusted  with  the  .machinations  of  Buonaparte.  Their 
removal  was,  thence,  resolved  upon;  but  they  were  diw 
vested  of  their  commands,  in  the  most.quiet  and  consti- 
tutional manner  possible ;  and  Juntas  were  established 
to  represent  their  authority,  on  exactly  the  same  plans^ 
as  those  of  Oviedo,  Seville,  and  the  other  provinces  of 
the  Peninsula.  The  Juntas  of  the  transmarine  provinces, 
were,  therefore,  exact  prototypes  of  those  of  Spain; 
they  were  created  under  similar  circumstances,  and  I 
can  with  confidence  assert,  that  had  the  Cadiz  Regency, 
at  this  time^  and  the  Cortes  afterwards,  when  they  first 
entered  on  their  national  functions,  and  as  urged  by  the 
American  deputies  therein,  only,  then,  confirmed  these 
same  Juntas,  as  authorities  constituted  in  conformity  to 
the  laws,  and  the  urgency  of  actual  circumstances;  iiay» 
had  this  local  administration,  been  granted  to  the  Ameri-i 
cans,!  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^  being,  and  with  only  a  partial  redresft 
of  the  most  galling  grievances^  the  horrors,  anarchy,  and 
bloodshed,  which  have  since  followed,  might  have  been 
avoided,  and  cordiality  might  have  been  preserved. 

§  The  Cadiz  Regency,  that  had,' by  this  time,  created 
itself  into  a  Sovereign  power,and  though  chosen  for  a  tem-» 
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porary  purpose,  sought  the  prolongation  of  its  command ; 
instead  of  entering  into  the  feelings  of  the  Spanish  Ame- 
ricans, and  weighing,  well,  the  circumstances  which  bad 
stimulated  their  conduct,  declares  war,  and  orders  mea- 
sures of  a  strict  blockade  against  Caracas  ;  from  whence^ 
as  being  the  nearest  section  of  America,  the  news  of  the 
recent  governmental  changes,  had  been  received^  This 
declaration  of  war  and  of  blockade,  is  dated  August  3U 
1810 ;  and  from  its  being  the  first  link  of  that  longcham 
of  impolitic  and  unjust  measures,  which  have,  at  lengthy 
produced  open  enmity,  I  add  it  in  my  Appendix  D,  in 
order  that  my  reader  may  judge  for  himself.  This  beings 
however,  the  primary  source,  and  real  cause  of  all  the 
subsequent  calamities,  it  is  i^ecessary  to  subjoin  Simie  ex^ 
planatory  remarks. 

The  motives  of  the  Spanish  American  provinces,  iq^ 
changing  their  respective  governments,  have,  already  beeii 
manifested,  literally,  as  they  occurred,  and,  as  explained 
IB  the  declarations  of  each.  In  Spain,  the  same  motives 
had  authorised  the  institution  of  Juntas,and  a  murmur  ws^ 
not  heard ;  yet  the  same  measure  in  Spanish  America^  pro^ 
duces  a  declaration  of  war,  on  one  part  of  the  monarchy 
against  the  other.  In  what  way,  can  this  be  reconciled  i 
As  an  exterior  form,  and,  perhaps,  as  a  snare ;  but^  ^t  the 
same  time,  with  substantial  grounds,  the  ultramarine 
provinces,  by  a  royal  decree,  *  dated  ^2d  Jan.  I8O9,  had 
been  declared  integral  and  equal  parts  of  the  Spanish 
monarchy  ;  this  had  been  confirmed,  by  a  fresh  decree  of 
May  22,  same  year;  and  again,  by  proclamation  of  the 
Central  Junta,  on  January  1,1810.  This  was,  still,  n# 
more,  than  a  just  restitution  of  sacred,  but  long  invade4 
rights,  as  fully  pointed  out,  in  the  early  stages  of  this 
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prodaqtion.  Why,  tKei>,  is  Spanish  America,  to  be  pre- 
cluded from  consitlting  her  own  safety,  and  promot- 
ing her  own  welfare,  in  a  way  not  only  conformable  to 
the  laws  and  precedents,  but  also,  sanctioned  by  most 
recent  example?  The  existing  Regency,  was  no  more 
than  a  committee  of  the  Central  Junta ;  this  had  decreed 
Spanish  America  to  be  equal,  in  rights,  with  the  Penin- 
«ula ;  and,  now,  the  former,  by  its  decree,  a^ain,  public- 
ly, (Uvests  them  of  this  right.  Whence,  then,  this  pal- 
pable contradiction?  The  small  island  of  Majorca,  was 
allowed  to  assemble  a  Junta,  for  its  own  local  administra- 
tion, and  no  complaint  was  ever  uttered.  Why,  then  all 
this  partittlity  ?  To  the  fact.  The  government  had  now  been 
removed  from  Seville  to  Cadiz,  and  in  their  plans  and 
of  reform,  the  Americans  sought  to  rend  asunder  their 
trammels  on  trade.  The  Cadiz  merchants,  trembled  for 
their  monopolies;  and  the  Regency,  by  this  time,  had  be- 
come the  tool  of  their  extravagant  pretensions,  and  the 
instrument  of  their  injustice. 

A«  a  specious  pretext  to  this  public  outrage,  and  in 
order  to  gloss  over  their  arbitrary  conduct,  the  Regents 
declare,  that  the  people  of  Caracas,  had  made  themselves 
independent  of  the  triother^countryy  and  created  a  go* 
verning  Junta,  to  exercise  a  supposed  independent  au-- 
thority;  when,  at  the  same  time,  nothing  of  the  kind 
had  either  been  attempted  or  manifested.  But  it  wad 
necessary,  to  give  some  plea  for  so  flagrant  an  act  of  in- 
justice, and  such  an  abuse  of  power;  and  the  Cadiz  mo- 
nopolists, and  the  ravings  of  a  mercenary  war  faction, 
trere,  not  long,  in  defining  the  nature  of  the  colouring, 
that  was  to  be  given  to  so  intemperate  a  measure.  If 
the  self  constituted  Regents  of  Spain,  thep^  charged  tb^ir 
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dhtant  fellow-subjects,  with  rebellion^  treason,  aad  in(» 
gratitude,  the  only  motives  which  could  authorize  a 
war;  they  ought  to  have  been  confronted  and  heard, 
and  the  illegality  of  their  views,  ought  to  have  been 
made  known,  by  strong  and  deliberative  evidence.  Be- 
fore one  half  of  the  nation,  declared  war  against  the 
other,  the  reasons  ought  to  have  been  explained,  the 
circumstances  cleared  up,  and  above  all,  unwise  and 
dangerous  self-delusion,  ought  never  to  have  been  the 
motive  of  so  important  a  rupture.  The  coldblooded 
fury,  and  the  mercenary  malice  of  faction,  ought  never 
to  have  influenced  or  guided  the  actions  of  a  govern* 
ment,  that  pretended,  not  only,  to  render  the  Spanish 
monarchy  powerful  and  effective,  but,  also,  to  regener- 
ate its  abject  subjects;  nor  should  it  ever  have  been 
guilty  of  an  injustice,  which  involved  a  direct  contra* 
diction  to  the  promises  made  to  the  suffering  inhabitants 
of  a  country,  that  had  given  such  long,  and  ^sincere 
proofs  of  attatchment  and  recent  loyalty.  It  was  that 
political  power,  these  Regents,  then,  arrogated  to  them^ 
selves,  beyond  the  limits  of  their  authority,  which  first 
disturbed  the  just  equipoise  of  the  state,  and  shook  that 
ancient  fraternity,  which,  by  length  of  time,  had  grown 
into  a  degree  of  habitual  dependence,  between  Euro* 
pean  Spain,  and  Spanish  America. 

§  By  an  unfortunate  combination  of  circumstances,  if 
the  policy  of  Spain  in  this  particular,  was  improvident, 
illiberal,  and  unjust,  that  of  the  British  government, 
also,  does  not  appear  to  have  been,  sufficiently,  firm, 
decided,  or  enlightened.  From  the  very  moment,  we 
entered  into  our  treaty  with  European  Spain,  of  which 
sincerity  was  the  acknowledged  basis,  we  lost  sight  of 
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Spanish  Amertca,  whom  we  seemed  no  longer  to  re* 
gard,  as  soon  as  we  were  easy  on  the  score  of  the  French. 
Mutual  sincerity  had  been  pledged  ^  yet  the  ingredient  of 
mutual  confidence,seemed  entirely  excluded.  We  appear 
to  have  been  afraid,  of  convincing  Spain,  of  the  error  she 
was  then  committing,  or  of  reminding  her,  of  the  heavy 
consequences,  she  was  about  to  bring  down,on  hei  own 
guilty  head.   If  a  rupture,  with  a  large  transs^tlantic  po* 
pulation,  was  a  case  novel  in  the  Spanish  historical  aur 
nals^  it  was  not  in  our  own;   was  there,  then,  no  advice 
that  the  experienced  ministers  of  an  allied  nation,  could, 
lat  their  naost  important  juncture,  have  given;  nay,  was 
there  no  good,  which  England  might,  not  then,  have 
derived,  out  of  the  great  and  ponderous  mass  of  evils, 
thence  about  to  result  to  Spain  ? .   Was  this  not  the  most 
suitable  moment  to  have  stifled  an  increasing  calamity^ 
which,  we  now  see  has,  for  upwards  of  four  years,  ger? 
minated  into  a  wide  growth  of  public  and  private  mi- 
sery, and  has  spread  its  poisonous  influence  over  the 
whole ,  monarchy  ? 

What  sound  policy,  would,  at  that  time,  have  die* 
tated,  was  plain  and  easy;  for  the  dispositions  of  the 
Spanish  Americans,  were  avowed  and  public,  and  ap- 
pearances could  not  be  mistaken.  They  demanded  re- 
dress, not  as  a  favour,  but  as  a  right  to  which  they  were 
entitled;  and  in  case  of  refusal,  every  thing  announced, 
that  the  movements  would  not  be  slight  or  temporary. 
The  general  and  animated  featnres  of  the  insurrections, 
made  it  manifest,  that  palliatives  could,  no  longer,  b^ 
employed  with  success;  and  the  stages  and  probable 
consequences  of  the  events,  were  too  alarming,  to  be 
4ooi(ed  upon  with  indifference.    If  delicacy  and  prudence 
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made  the  British  goremment,  then,  abstiin  from  fo- 
menting the  insttrreetions  in  quefttion;  no  motive  of 
policy,  whatever,  could  authorize  it,  to  suffer  the  Re- 
gency, of  Cadiz,  without  the  wishes  of  the  nation  being^. 
previously,  known,  to  declare  war  agsunst  onehalf  of  the 
monarchy,  equally  bound  by  a  solemn  treaty,  particu- 
Ifirlyip  moments  so  pressing;  nor  couLd  the  British  go* 
vernment  have  been  unaware,  that  it  was  a  war,  unjust 
ia  it^  nature,,  and  fraught  with  the  most  fatal  conse-* 
quences  to  alt  patties.  What  renders  this  circunaitance; 
the:mpre  astonishing,  is,  that  this  same  Regency,  avow-- 
ed4y,  owed  its  existence,  pitK»ctton,  and  support^  to 
the  influence  of  tte .  governmental  agents  of  England. 
Bpfch  in  European  and  American  Spain,  the  creati<Mi  of 
t]|»  ephemeral  government,  after  the  dispersion  of  the 
Cf  i;tml  Junta,  is  known  under  the  appellation  of  hechura 
Ingkza  (Bfi^Bh  make)  the  influencing  or  counteracting 
l>f  its  acts,  whenni^ust,  was  therefore^  in  a  particular 
manner,  ei^pected  from  a  mutual  ally;  and  beyond 
€k>ubt,>  in  those  moments,  dexterous  and  energetic  re- 
moBStrance,  would  have  been  successful.  The  triumph 
of  probity,  good  sense,  and  moderation,  on-  this  occa- 
sion, would  have  redounded,  more  to  the  solid  advan- 
tage of  England,  and  have  prodtK^ed  more  real  benefits 
to  the  entire  Spanish  monarchy,  than  any  of  the  other 
military,  or  political  transactions,,  in  which  we  have  been 
ei^aged  for  its  welfare. 

It  was  the  two  undivided  halves,  of  the  Spanish  em- 
pire, and  constituting  the  whole  nation,  who  were  the 
allies  of  England,  and  not  the  Regency  of  Cadiz,  which 
bad  been  engendered,  amidst  the  terror  and  dismay  that 
succeeded  the  flight  of  the  Centnil  Junta  from  Seville; 
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and  if  five  persons,  iUegally  constitMted,  irere  on  the 
eye  of  committing  an  unjust,  and  impolitic  act,  against 
one  half  of  the  nation  whose  sovereignty  they  had 
usurped;  if  they  were  about  to  declare  an.unwarrantabl$ 
war  against  it,  and  which  would  deluge  it  in  blood,  and 
diy  up  •those  resources,  that  were  to  give  efficacy  to  the 
exertions  of  the  whole;    who  so  well  as  England,,  their 
mutual  ally,  and  with  equally  as  much  at  8take>  could 
with  propriety  step  in  between  the  irritated  parties,  and 
iasist  on  being  their  umpire  ?    It  is  honourable  in  a  na^ 
ticm,  as  it  is  in  an  individual,  to  be  misled  by  the  imp> 
pulse  of  expanded  philanthropy,  but  to  merit  the  op- 
posite charge,  each  ought,  equally,  to  avoid.    The  im» 
ineiise  havoc,  that  has  ensued  from  the  unfortunate  Hiea* 
sure  here  alluded  to,  might,  then,  have  been  easily  cal- 
culated on  and  foreseen ;  but  it  would  almost  appear^  as 
if  both  Spain  and  England,  were  envious  of  the  profound 
f^eace  enjoyed  in  all  the  transmarine  provinces^  and  as  if 
Spain,  in  flames  by  the  iiand  of  a  deadly  enemy,  bad 
likewise  hastened^  to  hurl  on  the  quiet  shores  oi  Co^ 
lumbia,  th§^  same  conflagration,  by  which  she  herself, 
was  fast  consuming. 

Had  England,  then,  only  used  energy,  talent,  and 
address;  had  she  held  out  to  Spain,  the  example  of  dig- 
nity, and  true  wisdonv,  and  bad  she  by  sound  and  firm 
reasonmg,  only  silenced  the  raviags  of  a  boisterous  war 
faction,  according  to  the  united  testimony  of  both  Sptt* 
niards  tod  Americans,  she  would  not,  only,  have  been 
successful,  and  averted  this  sto^n>  from  bursting  on  her 
ally,  but  she  would,  besides,  have  derived  considerable 
advantages  to  herself.  ^She  would,  moreover,  hav«, 
then,  really,  maintained  the  integrity  of  the  entire  Spa* 
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msh  moaarcby,  t<v  Us  ^inifortuiiate  owner/  and  wouti]^ 
likewise  have  secured  to  herself,  tbe  everlasting  grali* 
tude  of  its  two  component  parts.  England  had  clainiB 
upon,  and  ties  over  the  then  existing  Regency,  which 
from  a  variety  of  circumstances,  she  cannot  have  over 
the  present  Cortes;   and  the  Americans,  with  founded 
motives,  l^ame  her  for  not  using  them  in  time,  for  tbe 
good  of  ali.    The  firm  and  decided  interposition  of  the 
British  government,  in  order  to  hinder  the  decrees  of' 
tfee  Cadis  Regency  against  Caracas,  would  have  cut  the 
&r'd  fo  the  root;  would  have  sj^ared  the  blood  vrhich  has 
since  flowed;  wotild  hlive  warded  off  the  general  desd- 
iation  which  has  ensued;  would  Imv^  kept  the  aiatioti 
united;  land  would  also,  have  porev^tited  thie  waar  of  esr- 
teniniBatioii,  now  enkin^^.     By  strongly  iurgii^  1^ 
sincerity  of  that  tfeaty,  which  existed;  by  a  full  gu0^ 
rantee  of  ihe  uprt^t  intention^  of  Edgliand;  by,  thuift^ 
getifiy,  leddtng  die  Spanish  government  by  persuasion 
aikd  argmdent ;  by  enlightening  IhiE^  nation  witiu^gard 
to  its' read  interests;  and,  in  short,  l^  convincing  it  of  a 
sense  of  what  was  right,'  we  should,  not  only,  have 
given  Atrength  and  dumtion  to  our  alliance,  and  cbnso« 
lidatedit  by  an  union  of  interests;   but,  we  might,  in 
l^al  c»ie,  hav^  expected  to  see  the  entire  moaaichy  of 
Spain,  rise,  superior  to  the  adversities  l^  which  it  was 
besc^  \ 

Xnst^ead  of  a  hasty  aiKidtijilieiiQtperate  wAr,  &e  Spanish 
Americans  had  every  ^a^n  to  expect  a  fall  investiga-i 
tioo,  and  a  fiiir,  impaltial,  and  ti^lependi^nt  espoimre,  of 
diose  multiplied  sources  of  wtoi^  and  hardsl^i  uader 
whidi  th^r-  had  so  hmg  kboumd.  If  th^  urgent  state  pf 
the  mistier  cpimtry,  did  not*  at  jbbat  tin^admit  of  ii^wsX 
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and  tedious  deliberations,  they  were,  at  least,  entitled  to 
to  immediate  and  willing  redress  of  those  most  glaring 
privations,  "by  which,  they  had  been  so  uniformly  depress- 
^-  If  the  government  of  Spain,  had,  then  possessed 
sufficient  wisdom  and  energy,  to  second  the  maiiifest 
wishes  of  the  transatlantic  provinces,  in  sueing  for  an  es- 
•ential  reform;  if  gratitude,  equity,  and  good  faith,  bad, 
then,  triumphed  over  the  enfuriated  yells  of  an  inconsi- 
derate war  faction;  if  the  conduct  of  Spain,  had  been 
confined  within  the  sober  range  of  rational  hope,  arid  had 
only  laid  aside,  its  deluding  intoxication,  then,  and  only 
-then,  might  Spain  have  been  made  strong,  and  then  might 
she  have  hailed  the  cheering  return  of  virtue,  happiness, 
and  domestic  peace.  If  the  Cadiz  Regents,  instead  of 
being  misled  by  intrigue,  and  stimulated  by  faction;  had, 
only  been  influenced  by  a  mutual  spirit  of  benevolence 
,and  accommodation,  under  the  influence  England,  these 
differences,,  whilst  yet  in  embryo,  would  have  been  adjust- 
ed; fresh  vigour  a^d  resources,  would  have  been  added 
:t6  Spain,  and  the  career  of  those,  who  delight  in  the  an- 
nihilation of  confidence,  would  have  been  checked. 

Every  government  in  the  Peninsula,  that  preceded  the 
Cortes,  was  illegitimate,  in  its  essence  and  formation ; 
and  the  sovereign  powers  by  them  arrrogated,  were,  in  di- 
rect contradiction,  to  the  laws  and  usages  of  the  realm. 
Necessity,  and  the  absence  of  avowed  opposition,  on  the 
part  of  the  people,  might  have  given  a  limited  sanction  to 
their  conduct,  in  acts  renting  to  the  defence,  or  nwre 
immediate  welfare  of  the  nation ;  but  to  overturn  its  fun- 
^  damental  laws,  and  to  declare  war  against  one  half  the 
'  monarchy,  before  the  ^consent  of  the  other,  h|id  been  ob- 
tained;  was  not,  onfy,  e;(ceeding,  the  powers  which 
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Charles  or  Ferdinand  themselves  possessed,  had  either 
been  quietly  sitting  on  the  throne  of  his  ancestors;  but 
it  was,  moreover,  exercising  an  arbitrary  and  impoli^ 
tic  despotism,  which  Could  not  fail  of  meeting  with  the 
deserved  reproach  of  every  member  of  Spanish  society, 
as  soon  as  calmer  feelings,  had  succeeded  to  the  general 
confusion  of  the  whole  kingdom.  From  such  a  system, 
nothing,  but  a  perfect  disunion  of  the  elements  of  the 
gtate,  could  be  expected.  And  if  the  agents  of  England, 
then  looked  quietly  on,  and  without  a  solemn  remon- 
strance or  protest,  suffered  this  great  and  flagrant  act  of 
,  injustice,  to  be  carried  into  execution  ;  and  which,  alone, 
sufficed  to  defeat  the  very  object  of  the  sincere  treaty, 
that„ formed  the  basis  of  her  conduct,  it  is  hardly  to  be 
distinguished,  whether,  the  conduct  of  the  five  Regents  of 
Cadiz,  or  the  pusillanimous  negligence  of  the  British  ca* 
binet,  was  most  to  be  blamed. 

From  that  moment,  it  was,  that,  unmindful  of  the  real 
and  durable  interest^  of  the  Spanish  monarchy  at  large, 
we  were  awed  into  silence,  by  the  upstart  and  self-suflS-* 
cient  governments  of  the  Peninsula,  who  sought  power, 
more  for  the  gratification  of  ambitious  views ;  than  for 
the  well-being  of  their  fellow-subjects.  We  then  became 
subserviept  to  the  will  of  creatures, who,  by  their  conduct, 
have  proved,  that  they  were  ready  to  sacrifice  the  lives  and 
rights  of  th^jr  distant  brethren,  to  the  smiles  of  greatness, 
and  to  the  undue  gains,  of  one  hundred  arid  fifty  Ca- 
diz monopolists.    Even,  if  we  had.no  other  means. in  our 
power,  than  the  press,  we  might  have  convinced  Spaing 
of,  the  injustice  and  impolicy,  and  of  the  tyrannical  nature 
of    this   single  measure;    we   might  have    forewarned 
the  people,  if  we  could  not  the  government,  of  the  fatal 
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consequenced  that  were  about  to  ensae  ;  nay,  -we  might 
have  excited  aod  fixed  the  impartial  judgment  of  the 
nation  at  large,  on  this  singular  and  intemperate  act  of  its 
rash  government  Every  one,  who  knows  the  peculiar 
situation  of  the  Cadiz  government,  in  those  moments,  and 
is  aware  of  the  many  successful  springe  that  might  hmve 
been  touched,  without  implicatuig  the  dignity  of  the  na- 
tion, or  offending  our  new  ally,  will  candidly  confess  the 
truth  of  this  assertion. 

This  over  delicate  conduct  on  our  part,  has  not  cured 
the  Spaniards  of  distrust;  it  has  not  inspired  them  with 
confidence,*  but  it  has  alienated  the  affections  of  the  Spa- 
nish Americans,  and  has  blasted  many  of  our  future  pros- 
pects amongst  them.  It  has  produced  a  civil  war,  with 
all  its  fatal  consequences,  and  it  has,  besides,  driven 
the  injured  provinces  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic, 
even  to  the  extreme,  of  sighing  for  the,  aid  and  protection 
of  our  enemies,  and  of  rejoicing  in  their  success.  Our 
delicacy  and  forbearance,  must  have  been  intended,  as  a 
remedy  to  the  captious  distrust  of  the  Spaniards.-  but 
this  remedy,  has^,  rather,  aggravated  the  disorder,  and 
caused  its  baneful  influence  to  spread  still  wider.  Woul^ 
not,  the  pacification  and  union  of  the  transmarine  provin-* 
ces,  have  been  the  most  powerful  tie  to  the  affJections  and 
gratitude  of  European  Spain  r  dnd^  if,  in  either  quarter^ 
it  is  deduced,  that  a  want  of  energy,  and  zeal  on  the  part 
of  England,  and  illiberality  on  that  of  Spain,  has  been 
the  only  bar  to  such  desirable  results,  the  unfavour- 
able conclusions  drawn  against  us,  in  the  minds  and 
feelings  of  the  Spanish  Aoiericans,  are  not  divested  of 
grounds. 
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But,  what  is  most  to  be  feared,  is,  that  England,  in  this 
particular,  ha«  erred,  rather  from  a  want  of  serious  and  de* 
liberate  enquiry,  into  this  intportant  question;  pr,  that  she 
has  been  influenced  by  the  acrimony  constantly  circulated 
in  the  Peninsular  prints,  and  the  partiality  of  theCadiz  go- 
vernment. This,  could  not  have  been  the  case,  if,  as  betore 
fully  testified,  we  had,  only,  in  our  very  alliance,  traced  out 
a  linp  of  conduct  for  both  parts  of  the  monarchy, with  whom 
we  were  contracting ;  and  had  fixed  the  relative  duties  of 
each,  before  we  gave  a  pledge,  both  vague  and  inconsis- 
tent in  its  essence.  Had  England,  then,  reflected  on  th« 
consequences  about  to  befall  all  parties;  or  even  as  a  re- 
demption of  this  first  error,  had  she  been,  only,  sensible, 
that,  every  month,  she  was  defaying  efficient  remedies  to 
the  evils  thence  arising,  she  was,  actually,  condemning 
thousands  of  the  unredressed  inhabitants  of  Spanish  Ame- 
rica, to  death,  to  dungeons ;  and  was,  besides,  throwing 
millions  of  useful  resources  into  the  general  scale  of  de- 
struction;  it  scarcely  can  be  thought,  that  her  ministers, 
w^uld  have  delayed,  for  a  nK>ment,  some  firm  and  hu- 
nume  resolutioin,  on  this  material  subject ;  nor  can  it  be 
^pp^sed,  that  the  policy  of  her  deliberative  and  execu- 
tive mensurefi,  in  this  particular,  would,  then,  have  been 
QO  remiss.  It  w^s  a  reasonable  anticipation,  ip  the  Spa- 
nish Americans,  from  plentiful  motives  already  explained; 
to  expect  that  England  would  sympathize  in  the  repeat- 
ed acts  of  cruelty  aind  injustice  committed  against  them ; 
a^d,  when  the  fatal  effects  of  the  precipitate  and  rash  con- 
duct of  the  Cadiz  Regency,  became  public  and  manifest, 
they  had  still  more  foui^ded  hopes,  that  no  time  or  oppai> 
tunity  would  be  lost,  in  England,  resorting  to  some  sound 
and  liberal  experiment,  in  order  to  stop  the  effusion  of 
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btobd';  or  at  leasts  that  under  her  mediation,  a  prompt 
and  cordial  means,  equally  honourable  and  desirable  to 
all  parties,  would  be  afforded,  ifor  discussing  and  ad- 
justing  the  interests  of  each.  In  short,  the  decree  of  the 
Cadiz  Regency,  declaring  war,  and  instituting  a  blockade 
against  Caracas,  under  the  peculiar  circumstances  just 
explained,  stands  as  an  everlasting  monument  of  the  injus- 
tice and  intemperance  of  that  same  ephemeral  govern- 
ment, and,  further  proves,  the  want  of  influence,  or  ex- 
isting coldness,  on  the  part  of  England. 

Some  of  our  statesmen,  speaking  of  our  policy,  with 
regard  to  European  and  American  Spain,  have  been 
beard  to  say,  that  the  British  government  could  not  inter- 
fere, or  have  any  direct,  of  indirect  correspondence,  with 
the  latter;  for^  what  should  we  think  of  an  ally»  who 
took  part  to  protect  a  revolt  in  Ireland  against  ourselves, 
whilst  under  a  treaty  of  alliance  and  mutual  co-operation. 
How  fallacious  such  reasonings  and  how  devind  of  all 
analogy.  The  government  of  Cadiz,  has,  indeed,  con-' 
strued  the  conduct  of  the  transmarine  provinces  into 
wainton  revolt,  and  into  an  open  rebellion,  founded  on  in- 
gratitude; and  such  is  the  picture,  drawn  of  it,  in  the 
Peninsular  prints.  But,  is  this  a  fact,  or  does  this  in- 
ference, equally,  belong  to  England?  Has  she,  in  like 
manner,  been,  influenced  by  partial,  or  undue  motives  ? 
The  prejudices  and  invectives  of  Spain;  have  never  8lept» 
since  Cadiz  became  the  seat  of  government;  and  to 
judge  from  appearances,  it  would  seeni,  as  if  they 'had, 
also,  formed  the  basis  of  the  political  conduct  of  Eng- 
landj  in  those  points,  to  which  they  referred.  Yet,  whea 
viewing  the  subject,  dispaaaionately,  it  conies  to  be  un« 
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Oerstppd^  that  the  stimulus  of  this  animosity,  on  the  part 
of  the  Cadiz  government,  has  been  partiality,  motives  of 
interest,  and,  partly,  rancour ;  and,  v^hen  it  is,  at  the  same 
time,  remembered,  that  the  Spanish  Americans,  from  the 
commencement  of  their  pi;etension8,  have  only  asked  re- 
dress, and  such  governmental  reform,  as  they  required, 
and  v^ere  entitled  to;  that  they  have  ever  been  ambitious 
of  (>elonging  to  Spain,  as  aa  integral  and  incorporated 
part ;  that  they  have  ever  acknowledged  the  same  mo- 
narch, and  that,  in  short,  they  have,  uniformly,  given,  the 
most  unequivocal  proofs  of  fidelity,  loyalty,  ^nd  frater- 
nity, it  seems  inipossible,  that  such  conclusions  should 
have  been  drawn  by  Spain,  or  that  they  should  have 
warped  the  independent  and  upright  councils  of  Eng- 
land. 

§  The  first  fatal  effects,  produced  by  this  injudicious 
declaration  of  war,  on  the  part  of  the  Cadiz  Regency,, 
ajgainst  Caracas,  was  the  driving  of  the  inhabitants  of 
that  ^province,  to  the  extreme  of  declaring  their  inde- 
pendence ;  thfe  first  act  which  occurred  on  the  other  side 
9f  the  Atlajcitic,  to  endanger  the  integrity  of  the  Spanish 
monarchy.  This  being  sn,  occurrence!  too  remarkable  to 
be  omitted,  in  this  general  outline,  and  full  explanation  of 
all  the  insurrections  of  Spanish  America,  I  will  hereafter, 
submit  a  short  detail  of  its  most  leading  events;  contenting 
myself,  for  the  present,  with  observing,  that  the  people  of 
Caracas,  were  urged  by  open  hostilities,  by  the  aggrava^ 
tions,  and  repeated  insults  of  the  Cadiz  gc^vemment ;  and 
that  if  a  partial  attempt  was  then  made  at  absolute  inde^ 
pendence,  it  was  not  tillJuly  Jl,  1811,  that  is,  nearly  a 
year  after  this  same  declaration  of  wax,  now  under  coqsi- 
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deratioti,  had  been  mad^.  This  erenl,  therefore,  ib  Cara- 
cas, took  place,  at  a  subsequent  period,  and  when  tbe^ 
ui\jiist  conduct  of  the  Peninsular  government,  of  which 
this  same  Regency  decree  is  Quoted,  as  the  principal  ba- 
sis, together  with  the  <x>ldnessof  England,  had  convinced 
the  people,  that  they  had  nothing  to  expect  from  home, 
but  a  continuation  of  ill*treatment,  a  prolonged  refusal 
to  tiie  discussion  and  restitution  of  their  rights , 
and,  in  shorty  this  measure  was  resorted  to,  because, 
from  the  preparatioiis,  muking  on  their  shores,  they 
conceived  it  was  time,  to  seek  the  means  of  their  own 
defence.  They  judged,  under  such  circumstances,  that 
it  was  the  same  thing,  to  be  in  open  hostility,  as 
to  endure  the  grievances  of  covered  enmity  ;  surround- 
ed, as  they  were,  by  plots,  by  arrests,  and  by  every  do- 
mestic and  external  horror,  thatt  civil  discord,  and  an  im- 
placable enetny,  conM  hurl  amongst  them. 

§  If,  the  impolitic  declaration  of  war,  made  by  the  Re- 
gency against  Caracas,  and  which  h?ls,  avowedly ,  been  the 
cause  of  all  thfe  misfortunes  that  have  smce  harrassed  the 
other  sections,  froto  its  operating  as  an  insulting  d^fiaiice 
to  the  just  claims  and  pre^tisions  of  all,  was,  at  the  time 
of  its  promulgation  and  execution,  overlooked  by  the 
BritKih  govemifaent ;  nearly  a  year  afterwards,  that  is, 
wheof  the  injuries  and  insults  of  Spanish  America,  had 
become  manifest  and  urgent,  and  when  the  integrity  of  that 
same  modiarchy^  we  had  guaranteed,  became  endangered; 
Aftras:it  not  time  to  ponder  on  the  state  of  tfhat  injured  coun- 
tr/;  was  the  hour  not  yet  come,  to  concert  remedies  for 
evils,,  which  bad,  already,  risen  to  the  most  alarming 
height;  and  was  it  not,  yet,  evident,  what  would  be  the 
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meknclioly  cwisequences,  of  this  increasfiiig  orerflow 
6{  gall,  on  both  wdes  ?  Would  k  not  have,  then,  beeo^ 
more  manly,  generous,  and  just,  in  the  British  goreriH 
menty  under  the  influence,  and  actuated  by  the  since-- 
rity  of  that  same  treaty,  which  had  constituted  us,  the 
united  guardians  of  the  crown  of  the  absent  Ferdinand, 
When  its  brightest  gem,  was,  thus,  Kkely  to  be  torn  from  it^ 
nay,  would  it  not  have  been  more  poKtic,  at  once,  to  have 
struck  at  the  root  of  these  disorders,  which  wc^e  about 
to  prey  on  the  very  vitals  of  the  Spanish  monarchy  of 
both  hemispheres,  and  which  would,  eventually,  defeat 
the  object,  which  led  to  our  alliance.  This  was,  only, -to* 
be  done,  by  a  mutual  approximation  and  compromise ; 
these  could,  only,  be  produced,  by  the  influence,  adviee,* 
or  demand,  of  a  third  party ;  can  it,  therefore,  be  doubt*' 
ftil,  on  whom  this  essential  duty  devolved? 

It  would  not  have  been  impossible,  though  the  task 
was,  undoubtedly,  difiicult,  for  a  dexterous  and  ener- 
getic minister  near  the  Cadiz  government,  to  have  called 
its  members^  seriously,  to  the  conteinplation  of  the 
fetal  cbnsequences  of  this  unfortunate  rupture;  noi' 
would  it  have  been  an  arduous  undertaking,  to  have 
convinced  them,  of  its  being  the  primary,  and  most 
sacred  duty  of  their  public  functions,  as  well  as  the  in- 
terest of  the  nation  at  large,  to  restore  and  cement  the 
harmony  of  all  parts  of  the  motiarchy;  to  keep  dowol 
parties  and  war  factions;  to  stop  the  waste  of  publid 
treasure;  to  put  an  end  to  the  evils  which  the  state  suf- 
fered s  and  above  all,  that  it  was  the  imperious  dictate 
of  humanity,  to  terminate  an  unjust  war  between  bi'e- 
tbren,  which  for  so  many  reasons,  was  to  be  deplored 
by  aH  parties,  and  on  which,  at  a  future  period,  th^ 
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wtiple  world  would  sit  as  judgec^.  Eogland  had,  then, 
the  most  manifest  and  crying  justice  on  her  side ;  and  i^ 
the  otyects  of  her  alliance,  werp  comprehensive;  if  she 
had  in  view,  the  lading,  and  not  the  temporary  wei&re. 
of  the  Spanish  monarchy,  and  ;f,  more  particularly,  she 
had  it  in  contemplation,  to  secure  to  herself,  the  sin*. 
cere  gratitude  of  its  inhabitants  of  both  hemispheres,, 
and  oiuse  this  same  gratitude  to  last  beyond  the  dura*^ 
ticm  of  the  present  conflict,  she  ought  to  have  lifted  up 
her  views  to  higher  hopes,  and  to  a  bolder  policy, 
than  merely  to  fight  the  battles  of  the  deluded  Fer-* 
dinand.  , 

§  It  has  been,  so  far,  my  object,  to  trace  to  their  v6iy 
origin,  the  presient  dissentions  existing  between  Euro^^ 
pean  and  American  Spain;  and  if  in  pursuit  of  this  pur-< 
pose,  I  have  been  diffuse,  it  has  been  owii^  to  my 
anxious  wish,  d^t  every  concurrent  circumstance,  might 
be  fuUy  understood^  I  have,  also,  by  this  time,  brought 
my  reader,  as  much,  in  chronological  order,  as  I  was 
ablcy  to  that  stage  of  the  transatlantic  occurrences,  when 
open  war  began  to  flame  between  two  sister  kingdoms^ 
who  h^ad,  for  more  than  three  hundred  years,  remained 
united  by  the  strongest  possible  ties;  and  between  whom, 
till  n^w,  no  material  variance,  bad  occurred.  Yet, 
though,  I  flatter  myself,  with  having  irrefragably  de* 
monstrated  my  position,,  in  general  principle,  founded 
pn  a  series  of  facts,  and  illustrated  by  the  most  leading^ 
and  accompanying  circumstances,  I  am,  nevertheless) 
scarcely,  satisfied,  with  having  fully  attained  my  object 
I  am,  still,  fearful,  that  some  of  the  premises  on  which 
my  deductions  rest,  may,  by  the  superficial  reader,  to 
whom  the  subject  is  novel,  appear  partial,  or  devoid  of 
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sufficient  tcntimony.  I  could  not,  therefore,  in  thii 
place,  refrain  from  sanctioning  my  assertions,  respectii^ 
the  impolicy  and  injustice  of  the  war  declared,  by  the 
Cadiz  Regency,  against  Caracas,  on  which,  my  most  m»« 
terial  arguments  are  founded,  by  the  opinion  of  the  res* 
pectable  editor  of  the  El  Espanol,  whose  testimony  to  a 
British  mind,  must  bear  the  greater  weight,  from  the 
sincere  and  unbiassed  manner,  in  which  he  has  uniforml]^ 
discussed  the  detatched  transactions  of  the  Spanish  revo* 
lotion,  which,  as  a  periodical  writer,  have  fallen  und^ 
bis  review.  From  his  being,  also,  an  European  laniard, 
one,  who  was  never  on  the  other  shores  of  the  AtlatH;i<^ 
but  who  haft,  ever,  felt  for  the  wel&re,  as  well  as  for  the 
honour  of  ^h  native  soil,  I  feel  the  greater  confidence  in 
(mining  forward  his  remarks;  which  through  all  his 
labours,  have  not  only  been  distinguished  for  r»ige  of 
general  reasoning*  but  in  many  tnt»esting  topics,  have 
bespoke  the  patriot  and  the  philosopher,  conversant  in 
hunaan  nature,  and  alive  to  the  multiplied  evils,  by 
which  the  bosom  of  his  ill-fated  country,  has  been  har> 
rowed  up.    The  foUowii^,  are  hia  words. 

*'.An  attentive  meditation  on  the  actual  state  of 
things,  betwe^!!  Spain  and  America,  has  excited  in  sale 
the  fDllowmg  doubt.  If  a  people^  or  province,  belong* 
ing  to  the  crown  of  Spain,  were  to  raise  their  voice  and 
to  proclaim  ;^-from  this  moment,  we  no  longer  acknow* 
ledge  Ferdinand  VIL  as^  our  king— -we  divest  ourselves, 
€^  the  obedience  we  had  pledged  to  him — ^we  declare 
war  against  Spaniards, — and  we  deliver  ourselves  up  to 
Napoleon;-^what  punishment  would  be  aissigned  for 
anch  a  crime,  and  what  measures'  would  be  tab^ 
a^nst  such  a  people  or  province?  jt  seemd  to  pne 
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dia)t  ab  Qian  of  llondiiriil  tbe  world,  wotiUi  fattl  to'liay^ 
HQcfa  A  people  bafl  committed  an  mdigmty;  and  so  •cri*' 
mitral  a  pr^eeedin^,  deserves  coadiga  pusisfament.  He 
iroiiM  mid^  govemnrent  ought  to  take  the  most  effective 
tiieai^pes/to  oppose  so  absurd  an  idea;  it  ou^t  to  blocks 
ti^  l^teir  shores,  tbat  tbey  may  hsTe  no  comniumca- 
tic^n  wiAk  odiers^  tbb  ships  which  approaqh  their  ports, 
1^  whatsoevQr  na^OE  they  may  be,  ooght  to  be  confis- 
cated,^ those  of  enemies;  and;  ihoti^  it  is  hard,  to  go 
to  extremes  against  a  people,  who  fbrm^fly  ^Constituted 
jMefimily,  and  to  arm  brethri^i  against  brethrto,  it  i$ 
AeHrertfheless,  neoe8S&ry,.ia  consequence  of  dieir  rebellion, 
to  shut  tkiem  tip  and  to^Uockade  them,  by  Jand  atid  sea^; 
moA  dkir  nei^bours  ought  to  be  comn>anded,  to  hind^tr 
^he  bntiy  of  pi^orisioDs,  and  the  export  of  the  products 
^  their  soil  and  iiid«»try ;  in  short,  every  eicertioB  ou^ 
to  be  made,  to  prevent  every  commuj^iication  wfth  thrir 
^nhstbkants.  In^iase  the  authors  a£  sudt  a  saieasure,  aife 
apprehended,  th^^  ought  to  be  punished,  with  all  the 
tigour,  airtiiorized  by  the  righte  of  80vecrigntyJ*~ 

*^  And,  what  would  the  unhappy  and  benevvrfeitt 
Fe^ttiand  VIL  say,  if  he  knew,  that  this  same  rigour 
lieid  bee»  decreed  against  a  peqple,  wiso,  entbusia^* 
'(gtily,  renewed  their  obedience  to  him;  who  offered 
ftkf^it  blood  in  order  to  preserve  their  fidelity  ^nd  do- 
^ttinioiis  to  him;  who  tendered  tbe  fruits  d  their  in- 
tduetry,  ais  a  ransom^  for  him^  and  his  country,  whilst  in  the 
possession  of  enemies;  who  aflfectioiiately  hoped  at 
some  period,  to  have  the  means  of  coossoliiq^  hi«,  for 
«n  Ms  misfortunes;  and  who,  perhaps,  only  err,  in 
•believing,  that  their  beioved  sovereign,  is  not,  at  present, 
represem^  in  those  distant  provinces,  in  a  hmumm> 
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even,  coofoiiBoatile  k>  bia  own  itttetes^I^    Ceitainly,  I 
cannot  guess  what  Ferdinand  VIL  would  say,  but  I  do 
not  believe,  he  would  use  the  kngaagie  of  the  Segaicy, 
ip  its    decree    i^in^t  Caracas."* — These  sentunents/ 
were  penned  in  September,  IBIO,  that  i%  a  numth  after 
the  Regency  decree,  had  been  in^ned;    consequently, 
long  before  its  fatal  consequences  bad  been  produced* 
.    Not,  sufficifsntly,  satisfied,  with  the  sole  testimony 
of  one  Spaniard,  however  weighty  and  respecHable  bt9 
'authority,  before  J  take  leave  of  this  part  of  my  subject; 
I  conceive  it  my  duty,  to  insert  the  avowed  sentutniente 
of  another;  who  in  presenting  to  his  own  nation,  ^*  An^ 
impartial  examination  of  the  di9sentioms  of  Ameriea,  wWk 
^paip,''  uses  the  following  words.    **  In  conformity  fay 
these  mistaken  principles^  the  Central  Junta,  instead  ef 
^nding,  afresh,  the  sections  of  America  to  the  Peninsalft^^ 
fay  authorizing  them  to  name  and  form  provincialJuntasy 
composed  of  their  own  inhabitants,  as  the  only  means^ 
^ndically,  to  destroy  the  repeated  acts  of  injustice,  there^ 
committed  by  the  governmental  authorities;  riot  only 
fndeavoured  to  abolish  them  in  the  Peninsula,    but^ 
^dso,  never  took  care  to  establish  them  in  Aiiierica.    This 
meia^ure,  alone,  would,  most  assuredly,  have  filled  the 
Ai»ericans  with,  joy;   and  by  this  pieans,  discontented 
parties,  would  have  beeen  avoided."!    Further  on,  he 
l^d^.    "  The  i^ews  of  the  6ccurrences  in  Caracas,  waiJ 
received  by  the  Regency;  but,  instead  of  preventing  a 
civil  war,  by  acceiding  to  the  most  just  proposate,  made 
by  the  members  of  that  Junta,  in  their  letter  of  May  W,' 
dir^ctM  tp.  the  Marques  de  las  Hormaeas,  (heveafter 

•  Vide  £1  Etpanol,  London,  Sept.  ISIO.  , 

t  Estrada,  Parti, 
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quoted)  and  without  attending  to  the  uniforih  dictated  of 
juBtice,  and  unmindfal  of  the  situation  of  the  Peninsula^ 
ft  decrees,  to  reduce  them,  by  force,  to  submit  to  th^  law, 
which  they  (the  Regents)  thoUght  proper  to  dictate. 
Neglecting  all  other  measures,  but  those  suggested  by 
an  impotent  vengeance,  the  Regency  declares  the  port 
of  La  Guira  in  a  state  of  blockade,  commissions  a  coun- 
sellor, and  a  parcel  of  other  ministers,  with  ample  fa- 
culties, to  oblige  the  people,  to  enter  into  what,  despotic 
governments,  usually,  call,  duties  of  the  subjects;  and 
for  this  purpose,  it  adopts  such  measures,  as  a  similar 
government  would  oiily  adopt,  when  able  to  realize  them; 
but  which,  in  other  cases,  it  would  disregard,  if  want 
of  reflection  were  libt  added  to  despotism,  &c.  Such 
measures,  which,  besides,  being  unjust,  the  Regency 
had  not  the  faculties  to  carry  into  execution,  could 
answer  no  other  purpose,  than  to  exasperate,  still  more, 
the  minds  of  the  discontented,  and  to  give  them  new 
and  just  motiv^^  of  complaint,  thus,  urging  them  on,  to 
the  prosecution  of  their  enterprize."* 

These  are  the  united  sentiments  of  Spaniards,  and 
of  the  two  principal  characters,  who  have  attempted 
to  discuss  the  question  in  view.  To  them  I  could  add^ 
the  corresponding  opinions  of  others,  were  I  not  afraid 
to  trespass  on  the  patience  of  my  reader.  I  have  pro- 
duced them,  rather,  as  a  corrobation  to  my  premises^ 
than  as  an  amplification  of  my  subject;  and  when  the 
3ritish,  government  had  equity  and  justice  on  its  side, 
when  the  thinking  part  of  the  Spstnish  community,  also, 
both  openly,  and  in  their  hearts,  condemned  the  arbitrary 

•  Estrada,  Part  11. 
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ttm'dtiet  of  the  trade-l^gued  Regents,  their  pef^usal  cau« 
not  fail  to -excite  surprize,   that  no  effective  measufr^  ot 
prevention  was  attempted  ;  and  that  the  ministers  of  St. 
lanies,  in  this  unguarded  ihoinent,  should  thus,  by  their 
want  of  energy  arid  foresighti   hate  blasted  the  fairest 
prospect  of  giving  force  5ind  efficacy  td  dUr  new  alliance 
with  European  SpHiri;   and  of  securing  great  and  lasting 
advafatagesj  to  our  mercantile  and  political  interests,  in 
Spfitnish.'Atnerica.  The  present  convulsions  in  this  unhap- 
py country/' tlius  clearly,  resulted  from  the  ihtemperate 
an^  impolitic  condluci: of  the  five  Regetits  who  succeedecC 
the  Central  Junta,    overawed,    as  they  were,    by  the 
trading  interests  of  CtidiZk  *rhe  Regency,  iii  its  officiat 
capacity,   might  haVe  been  injured  of  offended  by  the 
acts  6f  the  transmarine  provinces,  but  hOw  cbuld  it  al- 
lege the  rights  of  k  Sovereignty,  of  which  it  did  hot 
pastas  a  single  component  elemelit;  and  under  the  cir* 
camsiances  in  which  Spain  was  at  that  time,  how  could 
fuch  impotent  rigour^  redound  to  the  advantage  of  the 
funeral  cause?    This  offence,  however,  could  scarcely 
be   r^ented  by  the  Cadiz  Regency,  individuaily, .  for 
die  occurrences  in  Caracas  took  place,  when  the  disi^ 
petsion  of  the  Central  Junta  Was  known,  that  is,  prior 
to  advices  having  been  received,  of  the  instfillatidn  oi^ 
the  Regency.  * 

8  The  evident  injustice  of  the  Cadi^i  gdvei'timenit*  to^ 
wards  the  ultramarine  provincJes,  and  the  marked  im*^ 
policy  of  England)  in  first  not  preventing,  and  after- 
vardis,  during  more  than  four  years,  in  not  applying 'ef« 
ftciive  remedies  to  the  increasing  evils,  which,  have,  al-' 
seady,  bathed  the  fairest  portidn  of  the  Spanish  America, 
in  theblood^ its  inhabitants,  are,lpresn!ii€^i5ufficiently, 
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eyjjctced  iQ  t]hi9  (division  of  tpy  sul]()€ict,  and  ki  tbe  ^tluc^ 
tipns^  tjdetice-  regularly,  established.    From  injr  gebeitrl 
statcfi[ient8,  it  would  result,  that  Baost  has  been  owhig  ia 
the  wamton  cruelty,  and  utfjtist  »ad  intemperate  cp^iiduct 
pf  the  Cadi«  Regents;  who,  callous  to  the  mifferbig|  d 
their  fellow-citizens,  and  awed  by  themercentiy  clamours 
of  the  pw>nopplists  of  that  trading  port,  declared  war 
?^aip8t  their  distant  brethren,  and  thereby,  opened  tbe 
''  flppdg$te^  of  anarchy  and  civil  dipcord*    It  was  di|s 
impolitic  measure,    whjcb    first   excited  a    spirit    cf 
indignation  and   open   enmity^    in    the    msulted   and 
^utrnged  inhaJbilants  of  Spanish  An^erica,  whom  we, 
lately^  beheld  flowing  with  the  most  eiHluisiastic  se^** 
mentsof  loyalty  and  patriotism,  and  pledging  their  Kycs 
aiid  fo^upes  in  aid  of  the  Peninsula.     Amongat  tbe 
'same,  lor  njoi^tbap  four  years,   have. we,  nerertheless,. 
witnessed  a  merciless  warfare,  such  a  oi^e,  that  humanity 
shudders  to  contem^ate«    As  a  vengeance  on  them,  we 
have  seen  new  racks  and  tortures  invented,  even  such,  fr 
ane  unknown  to  the  States  of  Barbary.    We  Iwive  read 
of  oceans  of  carnage*  and  of  tbe  t^discj^iminate  massacre 
of  the  defenceless  natives  of  eveiy  section;  and  ftill,  we 
are  not  weary  of  the  long  drama  of  iniquity,  so  l^ag  re^ 
pre«fenting   in    that   unfortunate    country^      We    see 
VfflOOfiOO  of  our  most  faithful  and  zealous  allies,  en-* 
d^je^l  these  evijs,  and  we  scarcely  r^meniber  that  Ifiey 
es^ist.    Yet,  what  has  beeij  their  crime?    If  oaly  le*- 
dr^sfH^d'  and  regenerated^  Spanish  Apericn,  was  ready 
tQ^  form  a  sincere  and  active  pfirt  of  tbe  entire  n^tiM; 
^e  was  willing  to  contribute  with  her  tieasqiie  and  her. 
spB9«  to  fight  the  commpn  isaemy;  and  ccmU  fiD^gkund  or 
Spain,  require  more?    Could  eitker^  look  for  ^  greateor 
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proof  of  teyal^  or  cooperation?  T^,  boBi  never  at- 
tempted to  improve  tbese  valuable  tenttmentSy  in  proper 
time;   iiot  had  either,  the  cotirage  jpr  the  energy,  to 

:^taunch  80  many  horrors,  vs^hich  issued  ifrom  this  fint 
neglect*  Early  reittedies,  one  would  hare  thou;ght  ad- 
H^isa^le,  k  they  had  been  for  no  <rther  object,  than  «*a 

'means  of  wii^ly  redeeming  thi3  first  ^rror. 

Every  measure,  in  short,  hittierto,  presdribed  and 

'^^pted  for  Atn'erican  Spaiti,  fedWi  by  ttie  Cadiz  and 
Londoit)  cabinets;  seems  rather  to  have  been  dictated  by 

'tlie  ettemfe«  of  both,  than  a«  emanating  from  dther  la 
ccdiisistenfcy  In  reasoning,  or  sound  ifrtsdomjn  poiitieal 
systems*  Hitherto,  the  promises  of  the  on«,  have  been 
as^  InsiBcere,  a-a  the  reproaches  <rf  their  presses,  have  been 
unjuvt;  and  every  step  has  helped  to  jplui^,  Europeati 
Spahi  into  frdsh  difficulties,  and  frerfi  wants,  by^epriving 
her  g(  all  her  Wes(tern  sources  of  revenue.  And,  coiiW 
the  enemy  have  desired  more?    Was,  i«)t  this,  rend^ieig 

.her>  €1  mote  easy  prey  to  hts  base  attempta?  The  coii- 
d«kJt  of  the  other,  besides,  aidit^  to  produce  <diecottse- 

^ences  jusrt  stated,  has  ttamrfused  tn  odium  to  Hie 
British  name,  which  wifl  become  an  heredil^ry  ffdh^^ 
in  the  descendants  of  those  iamifies,  who  have  aufibred 
and  lost  so  much;  and  from  whoae  comtnetcial  inters* 
CMirse,  present  and  future,  so  much  private  x>puteoce 
^d  public  revenue,  might  have  been  derived;  tt  is, 
^iso;,  in  consequence  of  this  odium,  that  out  gteat  and 
^grounded  hopei^,  on  the  unejcplored  resources  of  the 
Spanish  American  continent,  Will,  hereafter,  be  frostrnt- 

,  ed.    And/  could  the  enemiea  of  Bngland,  hare  desired 

it  was,  earJy,  evident,  tniin  the  unjust  conduct  of  the 
1.2 
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.Cadi^&foveram^Htfafid  I  make  this  distioGtiop;  becaose 

,  tfa^  ^j^usatioti  iacLudesnot  the  nation  at  larg^)  that  if 

Spain  wag,  .^ypTt  to  t^Btore  her  authority  in  th^  itioenaed 

s^ttimmcf  Spanish  America,  if  l^agland  did  n.ot  intei- 

fim,'k  cMki,  only»  be  at  the  expenoe  of  blood,  and  at 

the  .point  of  the  6iltrord«    Victory  and  teri!or>  iu^^OEl, 

were  to  prtM^ecfe, efeiy  step  of  this  sut^ectiqn.    And 

;lroQ|  ifi^faence  were  tbe?armies  to  come,  which  were  to  be 

made  theJuetrunMBnts  of  these  victories  andnterror?  The 

jJE^nalsof  our  own  transactions^  and  our  attacl^  on  the 

^ajticiifes^of^panitfa  America,,  might  hare  tayght  us,  that 

^)lo  effective  !^»&isb  force  existed  thepe,  even  to  reaift 

Jl^r^igR  invasion^  l^uch  I^ess,  to  stop  the  spread  of  popular 

^i^ini)[iotio9s«    Where  the  armies  of  the  Peninsi^la  th^i, 

.«idi|(^tao  requisite  at  home,  to:  be  sent  across^  the  Al- 

bnljc^tp^ect  purposes,  neither  warranted  by  justice, 

iQir  recrainiended  by  policy?    The  united  exertums  <lf 

l^aigbnd  aixd  Spain,  were  then  engaged  in  a  struggle,,  tile. 

.duj^ticN^  of  which,  wras  not  fixed,  and  whose  sacrifice^, 

^oouhl,  not,  at  that  time,  bci  numbered.    Was  ecoiH^my, 

JHf^p^ioTeyjao  olyect>  in  tbe  general  seale  of  consideration? 

^jpplitics,  as  well  as  in  mechauics;  it  isran  unpardonable 

l^fpf,  toiaise.ahigh  superstructufe,    where  the  basis-is 

jK^  Spund  and  well  prepared^  and  where  each  correspond- 

>art,  is  not  perfectly  adju^d  and  mu- 

If  we  rushed  into  a  tr^y  with. an 

without  defiD^g  or  understafiuding  the 

one  half  bore  to  the  other,  what  ex;^ 

re  have,  of  full  and  durable  effect  beii^ 

nee;  and  if  we  beheld  the  mostessen- 

Ipain  wasted  away,  without  a  struggle 

to  improve^  or  preserve  them,  what  ev^tual  hopes  conl  1 
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we  Iwnre,  oT  ctxiwning  owr  exerlidns  wrtfi  success,  or  ^f 
g^mg;  to  that  siKpefVCf ucttim  of  fi1e»d^hip;  imidei4l^^ 
eu^dcpoj^iatioa,  ^  wMch  we/had  bailt  tbehop^nxtf 
OUT  alliance,  any  lafiting-  and  8oUd  consequenciBsf  '     >     » 
The  world  bebeld,   with  astonished  wcmderj   tte 
oc^rageoua  and  enaagdtic  manner,  in  wfaidi  the  peapta^^ 
af  .Spain,  rose  tn  .pjms  ta  repel  the  insidious  inrffi^ii  of 
a  powerful  enemy;  and  admii^  the  pei^wring  Mt^ 
S^th   which,   thq?    continued*  their  eiiteTpriae,   «^e«l 
amidst.tbe  mi^tt  unheard  of  difficult!^  and '1iardi^i|Mi. 
£^ejy  nnlioQ,  has,  also,  seem,  the  incaleiiiabie  gsood  that 
iN»  baenxttiived  Aom  the  {U^riatie  displa^-of  the  ^ener^ 
gie^jof  a  people^  of  themselves,  neith^  pastasiodrtdt 
ansiiea  or  fleets  ^oomparatively  speaking)  aad  wbo,*  iA* 
^i^,  bad  little  else,  than  patrtotii»[n  for  their  guMe 
smd  tuppfo^*    Bust,  how  miish  gj^eater,  would  not^nM^ 
b^n  tbe  benefits  and  .^effeets  tJieoce*  deii'^edi  if  tbli 
people  had  o&^  beea  led  on,  by  a  wise,  «iitoral,  and- 
JA^t  gtm&aomtwA;  mfd  tfaeir  ^leripes  bad  been^ seecH»ied|' 
b;^   u|»r^bt  and  piwrvideot  eouiicils  ?t    What  4t£hwil> 
elects,  WQitU  not,  tba!i  bare  teen  produced  i  -  *  Spain  Iums* 
opemt^  as  a  pi^ot^  on  which  thegneatinsunretstions  of 
the  nofth  of  Europe,  baiie,  in  gr^kt  measwe,  turned; 
but  howi  difierent,  would  hee^m  been  the  results,  par^' 
tik^lady,  lOn  her  own  soil,  if  •  all  her  resouices  hadUbe^eti ' 
Oondensed^ad  Jcept  iiniled ;  if,  «narc|^,  distrust,  and  c^ieii^ 
enmity*  bad  been  prev\entad;  and  if  her  Euti^pean)  as 
iKell  as  Ameriaui  strei^h,  had  been  direetedi  ^itk  ^ 
fifcraigbt  Jine^  towards  the  maiD  t)l:^ct  tn  v^iew?     If. 
Spain,  should,  unfortunately,  'fail,  it  will  not  ha^re  been 
^rom  want  of  enei^gy,  and  patriaMism  pn  the  part  t>f  the 
pieppl^  so  much,  as  in  consequence  of  a  want  of  pecu- 
Ptiary  resoiiices.    U  wi)^  nUfaei^  haw  been  .owing  to  vtbe 
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•l«tom>  to jtoep  tc^^tber*  the^n^ost  iaAerftsliog  j^temwl^ 

^wor^plaiw  mid  p»aiyfe«t  it.appea«b  that  the  tE*sW|W- 
,:feiaf!lWfvioc«ft,of  Sptier  at  tte  period  whwth#  whole 
^moufchg^  ^f9»^4»f^i^^^  o£U&«oY<d(eigi^  ecMildibe  viaonr^ 
wot  crf^ l«h*»i*>y  *^  w^ly  (wirtituted  ^uthofit^o* 
Sfitiii^  ^Jb^  ilfr  fopming.  a  pe^le^  m  eveiy  8cts6,  e^pul 
wA  tb»vis^^  ^  ^i^^^ll  to  tb^  right. of  rcf^lBciig^ 
-tiMri«slw<bHMHif9'  oC  tb«  kong^  IB  thfi^samewigr  w  hs^ 
|gijfe4qae>;ifi  ibfi  Fenjos^J*.    Theonla^ljood  of  ^uvflcm^ 
vMohewkteA  belfiifeeii  ^  tneo,  ^irai  ttfe  ptssoop  o£  tfep> 
]0i^;  S^Misb  Aoierica  t^  Sfmn,  bad  no  otbti?  legabM- 
,i«IMi,.^WI  ^^o/  l9!d<Ew^hlg;to  the  same  80Te9«^  and 
jfiiiiii^pBitQllthfi  sawB  nalioiL    ¥et,  hoik  the.  Juntw 
<j{f^i^|it^  Aatems^protended  a  ftOl  $jW«r^ty  over 
t^  9a«i»t  of  A^ierie*;^  each  lased  eteiy.  ejBortiwto 
AJkkMk  it^  m^>  ^s  i^  would  appear,  to  jNmSex  h|«y^Miea6» 
t»:^ie  redresn,  w4  to .  act  with*  lihemJ  joati»j  birt^  nh 
&»n  \^  mm^^  nw»«  i^swwpc^  to.  oiKaiw  tfia  pi^o- 
-<hi«oC*«  W»««^i a0d  to  «ij9y  a mpi^  extended  sphere 
joSjemnmM^  iSt?  #wt  wne  tlwse  ewrtisBw  jroadse  ta 
-eiwietOtiPtorf^.  wwl  «^  wrtl<iisBQa«dv  «AWahitual<y  «»l>- 
..i^iii^tsr^  w^gwr  UlpSpaoifh^iiu^ckfai^*  tbots  the  ^^«*»* 
')mt»'fm»i  .At  om  ti»e,  wljpritiMawiing  il«iinmffi 
galiiy,  wto«w|edgedi  V  a^-  ^^  TteeaogfRamf  capttiii- 
•^ertlf*.*ibi»»a^  aad,©M>ti^  ^oAthatthir 

•'rOuiW,  WW  tike  oirfjf  scaioa,  tfial  'o|i|k)«c<r  iiWtg:WiMJi^  l«'tte 
'i:«tti4«^«JliBt•T  tot^thb  w*  •  temporary  64fC5ttrtiiw,  ob«ll0»te 
hm^,  «o%  iiito»efd»bf  UN^triiopji  of  LUna  and  Saote^^l* 
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-SirtbeconWituted  tttthv^^ities,  did  it  a*  a  me^^  to  |M*- 
i^iir«  tfceir  o#n  pdwer,  and  t^st&if^  t\^it  6A6m.'  TIfe  cA*^ 
'bild<Mr  assented  frotn  Eumpean  ^lflae^ee,  but  i^k^sei^iiif  ^ 
jjdi  tbemnelres,  warceiy  thfe  s^M&lt  ^hkdoif  of  pdpufetf 
repiMeotatioii^  frcmi  tte  iseat^Mytei^eirt,  bring  ifidrt*  i^nt* 
^Q«tMe  tkati  «leeti^y  tlfis^^d^  oM^4^emly,'  nfo  r^^ 
^  ^jr  Ian4  to  transfer  rtw  fptifeteigtftf  of  the"  Anieiri<^ 
iieopKtoany  iwfated  Iwxfy  ^the  Peilihsttte -^^al^eVer. 
How  cottJd  i^'  tberi^ft^,  bcT  6«p«:ted^  th*  a  jk^wj^i  ttet 
^ler  cdnsHlted  nor  reprfesentdd,  woold^  willkigly'  attd  pei*- 
ftian^tly  acknowledge  acorpcm^^i  ^hite^  in  ^e  Feuii^ 
•ubiitself)  bad  cmly  a?  prc^ififional  qhkrttcter,  and^  bMMilt, 
Wiiig4€ifectbe  in  its  tegs^  m^mio^i  ^iMj  afeid,  dil^eitddipr 
^et«i3refl5eie«tft)riti;  /    ^ 

Tlw  only  iairaisd'jbsrmfennfeft  id  Wttieh  il  i#  F^ 
id  interpret  tbe  ilnaU^abte  ihid  inl^rebcn^tlble  rigtttd 
4^  a amfion, and  iHtch as  tbiey  are su|$][)dsed  to  ^eridbiti 
every  people^  h,  bjr  fixing;  a^a  bafeift  tliat  ttU-flie  dii^l^ 
sioBs  and  membeHr  tbereof;  llave  an  equal  right  td  flibard 
HI  tbe natlmialrepredef^ttitibh;  tbe  <^Iy  fountain  of  crv41 
liberty;  and  tli^  only  minms  of  gtmrding  agaiftst;  and^of 
eorrectrng  the  aHuses  ef  that  gO^erYitaiettt  to*  adifli^ 
AistMioor,  which  an  have  coflsidered  hecei^s^ty^  ftdth  ^ 
pr&ieiple  of  genetal  good;  This  pitintiple  6f  ihlitnd^  tt^ 
nefit,  fonnded  on  ieonsent,  coHstttules  &it  it^liy  trae,  aodf 
strcH%  tie,  which  binds  the  willing  obedierice  of  •sbcietjf^ 
These  are  rigllls^,  t«*ieb,  ttereforei  are  cottsider^rdj  fitt 
nev^  haribg  been  affected  oi^  ic^t^  hf  ttsy  possible  ^cAi^ 
cnmstances;  and«  Aey  are  of  s^ch  a  naturef^  thfstt  ta6 
.generation  c$t|  deprive  their  post^irity  qf  them*  Cotise** 
{fOaitfy,  tho  fights  of  tiku^fipaniik^^cbericans;  conkln^t 
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/tuive  be^n  impaired,  by  the  acftncrwledgment  made  of 
,  th^  Central  Junta,  by  the  viceroys  and  captain-generals  j 
.fiince  it  was  don^  without  the  consent  and  concurrence 
pf  the  people;  and,  in  many  places,  the  aciquiescence^ 
.the  cabildos  or  municipalitios,  was  obtained  by  threats, 
.Even  some  of  the  audieneias  in  Ameriqa,'in  whom  a 
respect  for  legal  forms/  predominated  over  Peninsular 
prejudices,  and  who  have  always  been '  the  .strbngest  in% 
struments  in  the  subjection  of  the  ultramarine  proviuccs, 
jvere  opposed. to  the  absolute  control  of  European  Jun- 
las;  not,  so  much,  from  this  dependence  being  in  coa* 
i;radiqtion  to  th^  principles  of  liberty,  since  proclaimed 
at  home,  but  in  consequence  of  its  militating  against  ihB 
apcie^t  and  less  liheral  character  of  theSpanisli  legisla- 
tion.   In  fact,  according  to  the  known  laws  of  the  Spat 
pish  monarchy,  the  pretended  absolute  sovereignty  of  the 
PentralJurita,  over  the  Mitmmarine  provinces,  was  not 
only  unjustifiable  and  inconsistent;  but,  even  the  man-» 
per,  in  which  its  authority  was,  in  a  ten^piorary  n^anner, 
acknowledged  by  the  colonial  chiefs,  as  a  means. of  pro- 
longing their  respective  commands,  and  on' wbicbthe  go*, 
vemment  of  Spain,  now  grpunds  a  charge  of  ihgmtitude, 
^nd  rebellion,  when  every  ciripumstanCe  is  duly  consi-. 
dered,  turns  put  to  be,  the  greatest  chihiera,  by  which 
iscernmei^t  of  ^  people,  were  ever  i'n- 
r  thin  allegation  more  cle&r  and  ih<;efti« 
)ack  my  reader  to  a  cOnt^mplWion  of 
:h  the  Central  Juntji  vyas  first  formed^ 
^ract0r,  and  leading  conduct;  as  this, 
ectuaj  naeaps  of  enal^ling  bim  to  draw 
8,  and  of  establishing,  whether  or  not, 
^  legal  committee  thereof,  was  afterwards,  authorized  t^ 
become  the  despots  of  Spanish  America, 
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'  The  editor  of  tb?  El  Esfw^ol,  who  from  beiogajx  eyef 
witness,  and  w^ll  acquainted  w^th  the  early  occurrences 
of  the  Peninsula,  is  deserving  of  full  credit,  after  sk^tcb^ 
ingthe  spontaneous  energy,  with  which  the  Spani^ipfO* 
pie  rushed  topms^  observes, "  that  the  first.persoip  who 
offered  themselves  to  the  people,  then  in  a  tumultuous 
state,  were,  chosen  to  govern  the  provinces.  In  Seville^ 
a  popular  leader  proposed  the  creation  of  a  Junta,  andt 
for  this  purpose,  the  curate  and  superiors  of  the  conventS) 
were  assembled.  Tilly  and  his  party,  having  formed  a 
list  of  the  persons  who  were  to  constitute  this  Junta,  he 
^nd  his  emissaries  entered  the  town  faouse^  and  propos* 
ing  each  other  in  a  loud  voice,  they  were  elected  as 
members,  without  waiting  for  any  body's  answer.  To 
these  ilire  afterwards  added,  other  persons,  who,  from 
their  credit  or  dignity,  were  possessed  of  the  confidence 
of  the  people."  Such  is  the  picture  of  the  formation  of 
the  Junta  of  Seville,  which  afterwards  denominated  itself 
Supreme  and  Central ;  and,  as  drawn  by  an  eye-witpesa 
of  undoubted  credit.*  I  omit  any  further  ^details,  which 
might  serve,  more  fully,  to  explain  the  irregular  charac* 
ter  of  the  principal  persons,  who  contribute4  to  the  for- 
mation of  this  Junta ;  as  they  would  only  tend  to  make 
its  origin  more  degrading,  when  my  object,  is,  princi* 
pally,  to  insist  on  its  injustice. 

In  sngb  a  government  as  this,  it  was,  that  the 
Spanish  people,  blindly,  placed  their  confidence,;  un«i 
aware,  v^hat  powers  they  had,  thus,  assented  to,  in  these 
their  new  representatives.  This  government  it  was,  ac» 
cording  to  the  above  author,  "  that  began  its  career,  by, 
coi^sccrating  error,  and  perpetuating  ignorance ;  and  to 

,  f  Vide  El  Eip^ol,  No,  I. 
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tt^  tte  rote€»  of  sir  Jobo'  Koore^  a  rr  t6  6^  ^frSHiitiBd,** 
*ffce  Centra!  Junfta,  after  ta»tmg  the  ffvreeis  of' ^wefi 
Wawi«solved  lo  retain  it,  and  delayed'  the  asf5embfH!lg''(rif 
tfii^OMteVy  on  wMcb^  the  Iiopea^of  the  nattcoi  wdfe^cfd^ 
lA'  The  nAme  of  Fercfinaad  Vlf .  which  *  fts  mefiSBer* 
|jiaced  at  the  head  of  all  theiir  official  papers ;  and  i^h 
te^mi  cA  Majesty,  with  wftich  th^  clothed  tbemsleFitesf; 
a^petfred  as  §uiBcientauthority  to  exercise  a  poKtidal  dfespdi^ 
tiMn,  ereri' unknown  to  the  reaVmonarcbs;  and  to  rfendw 
tftfeiferce  <9ie  morecomplete;  they  decreed  to  tftemsel  Vefe^ 
titlcfir,  uriiftrnis; Tihbons^  gnatds,  &b.  at  oiiee,  creating  tti^nii 
wJhwsihtaEastem  bashaws.  Without  ever  reflecting  on  tfi5; 
mt^re  or  limits  of  their  power,  they  instituted  in  theiii- 
f^rfres' the '^vereigh  command;  amused  the  pecTpIe  aiS 
tlte  firitisly,  by  ffilssc  and'  deludre*  statemeiftts  j  demdiidcJd 
ittd  received  cot^ious  supplies  of  funds,  from  the^ar<^ 
pewviHirf^jSmcricati  prdi^inces;  which  they*  squandeteif 
twijy,  without  rendienng  in  any  account;  In  short,  ftrej^ 
insiuhedtKeinoBl^s^  cause  fbat  ever  animated  tli^  ftbso^s 
4>P  it  peopfe ;  iill'atfast^  tbey  were  drlveti  from  tlieir  dei^ 
Kytfie'ddVahce- of  the' French;  and  tHe  jieople  oTth^' 
PenirtsuW,'  bpeniilg'  their  ey^s,  were  astonished  at  thdfr 
tong^iatbeataneef.  *    -         *  '        .      '  -  . 

*  A'ml,  ifsuch\fasthe  picture  of  the  veiy  gov^mrnent^^ 
w^hich,  at  that  time,  exercised  its  power  and  authority' 
«*er  ^ntiaand  thfe  Indies;  if  such,  it  10  universally  ac- 
tttttwicdged,  torhave  beefn,  both  by  Spaniards,  ^nd  other 
iyewitne^es^  and^^f,  nroreo^er,' its  geWerarinj'usttce''i8 
i(fedu^^ftom  its  own  recorded' acts,  could  it  be  jiidgecf 
idmrnat  in  the  Spanish  Americans,  under  so  many  pecu-^ 
R^r'ciTcumstkncet' as  those  already  explained,  and  after 
00  millions  of  their  dollars  hard  been  received  by  thd 
Central  Jontn,  almost  without  f!!a;ik8^  and  squanojer^ 
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"^^ti^wA  eten  ^  ecniptoie«t  of  a.  public  accoMlt. 
^  he  judgfld  crinmial  hi  them,  t  jrepeat,  to  reftiM 
ysiffu  confiding:  their  owir  ttcimty»  and  ^the  admW 
lioD  of:  tlieir  local  aflain,  tcr  loen,   who^  cpnye 
pt.  tton,  bjr  the  ehoioe,  aadc  mated  with  tipe  an- 
y  o£  tlua  aaoie  body  of  arif^cmtod  ddapo|»?  Or,  L 
iddi  i*  ^^  ^7^  ^  ^  impairluil  woild,  could  diat, 
>e  |!fooofneed  ju8l  ocpoiitic,.  wtuchvw;aa^deel2tped 
:oiBniittee  of  auch  a  goTepinmt^  againitow  balf' 
I  mo9ai^by>  to  wbM»,^  eiwii  a  beasiQerbad  aok>Qe«f 
}d?  To  an^w^r  m  Jt^  affimiatiire^  would  be  to  com* 
legf^e^  poeiiUe  intiU^  both,  to  the  righta,  feel- 
a^d  undersiiMidusifs^   of  nmnUndi  ait  large;  and 
l^oow^eitabMaii,  the  moat  flaipmotaod  extenaite^ 
t^  ,0^  V9fiM^$:^bat  the  anoalp  of<  bistoiy  or  l^ 
0Q»;  evei  mcMdeds    Am  laws  and:  rightB,  thin<, 
^  i&  tbe  GiCfile.  of >  Spatiiah  policy  and  doea  a  decla^ 

^ wor»  uiqua^  ink«el^  attd fim^bl  with  the aaoit 
K)n6eqi*«ice8^  amoonlrtonothiiigtinjtbirgrai^coQ*- 
tiooB  ,^  expediency^  whichi  oof^tr  to  guide  tbie 
ct  of  be9  ^SHy:?  If  the  fint  ia,  neaUjr,  the  caae»  wfaM 
characteriof  that  nataon^  and  of  that:  govrmmeidt^ 
t  allianoe  we  yet  boaat;  and  if  thia>wnit  ot  laitb^ 
^  imd  of  evenr  bumaQityv  reaidta.  on  the  pitrt  of 
,  oyei)  to  her  cbildmn  and  descendantr»  tbosewho 
lited  to  l^F  by  the  ttea;  of  blood  and  of  intereil, 
M  it,  we  are,  e^ptualty»  to  expect,  whoare  acfwcefy- 
,  bji^  the  oomiQon  ^ie  ofi  gratitude?  If  theaecmsd 
>D  be»  likewise^  t^ue^  aiid  if  the  Spanish-  monarchy 
I  dismembered^  and  itp  re^urci^  fri^ered  awagp,  1^;, 
itic^. and  uiyust 4ome6tte  w^ra^  front whkhiesuitr 
3^,  imjiaveTidliBient^  an4>.  in^  sbmt,  a.genecal  dia*^ 

^  oyeiy  e^tive  elements  oC  |hai  atalCy  wfa^ 
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^^^^fiA  biOpes  haye  lye,  of  e»o\7&tDg  our'UAiied  cau&e 
KPitjb -ftiQc^ ;  and  how  can  we  fulffll  to  (be  otAmg€i\ 
flerdtnaj^,  our  guirantee^  of  the  ibt^grity  of  Im  crovm? 
.  ;  In  what  ligbt,  seev^r,  weiconskleT'the  iilhabiiaiits  ^ 
tt^new  world,  whether  we  view  thienii'w«ith  'the  eye  of 
g^iloaophy,  or  found  ourselves  oh  the  aneieat  legiaUttietv , 
qS  SppiQ4  vvb  eball  find  tliem  in^  sot  ml  rank;  aiid  in  p'oli^ 
licpi  rights,  equal  with  .th09O  of  the  provitioes  of  th^ 
!ftoln»«la;  consequently,  the  claims  ^f  absolute  advfe-*' 
JWgjcAf,  t)ver  the  sections  of  America;  ^arrt^gated  to  lliem-^ 
s^bea  by- the  irr^uiar  govcmments  of  t^ -former,  ares 
equally. ad  absurd,  as  if  r  the  prbvisknml  igoverntarats  of- 
ifce  flatter,  had  attempted  to  e:^rci»e  despotic  edntr6F,^ 
osrfjr  the  Central  Junta,  the  Relgency,  ^r  the  succeMiitg ' 
Goftes*  .  Suppc^g,  for  a  mt^ment,  ithat  tbese  ^ere  legdli 
2^  con^tutional  forms  of  goVerument  for  the  i^enihsukV: 
(ai^  even  with  regard  to  the  Cortes,  in  this  particulars^ 
nsyr^ad^ishall,  hereafter,  be  eimbled  to  judgefol*4lHH-- 
8e^f )  they  could  riot,  be  so,  for  Spanish  Ami^iica ;  uniiSss*^ 
constituted  inareguiar  and  correct  mamiei*,  with  the* 
ciHi^Hirpence  of  the  latter,  iaoompliance  with  the  geheral  - 
p^^ncjples. and  laws  of  the  realm,  and  in  strict  accord • 
■vv^ith  tqusMty^  equity,  fend  jUstioeJ    There  is  a  just  and 
iftoral  priaciple,  which,  equally,  bctofigs  to  every  indivi*-'' 
dual  member,  as* well  as  to  every  individual  province,  of 
ap  extended  empfre/'  This  prinbiple  was,  then,  equally,; 
th^  birthright  of  .American.  Spaniards;' arid   to  divest 
them  of  it,  by  the  acts  of  an  fltegal  goverrimenti  and  * 
theh  to  persist  in  the  support  of  that  same  injustice;  is  * 
Wti  ,<Maly,  opening  the  road  to  discontent,  oppression/* 
andconsequentcivU  war,  but  it  is»  also,  authorizing  thetn  ^ 
to  stek.  juitticse  J)y  the  extreme  raieahs  of  hostility,  as  the  \ 
09ly  alt^rfiativi^  Jeft  within  their  r^each^    ThelaWs^ri^^ 
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TJgbts  of  tfee  w^olc  motiarpbyy  om^  to:  hai^e  beeo^nai)^ 
tained,  i a  undisturbed  authority,  a]^jf<}u&l«xei^cifle,.i» 
^m^i^T^^^  weU-^J^ope^u  Speia  y  and  the  ^oHttcd 
t^<ler.Q£  thejJt^e*  by  nod^sfmrture  from  its  mo&t.fuuda- 
j|)tieptal  principles,  being  sufferedyOught^  tben^  iq  kkf 
Hjtanp^r,  tqt  haye  been  preserved.  To  deviate  from  tbi^ 
pi^ijnci|)l^,^  13  >to  level  to  ^ the  groimd^  .the  boundarie;| 
;ctf^Qrder  ftpd  the^saftgu^Srof  civil  freedom;  aad,.  toj 
ai^tbprize  the  inhabitantjs  o£  one  half  of  a  monarchy,  p^ 
t^rsinjjisje  .Qyier  tbos^ :  of.  tte  oth^r, .  is  to.  lay  ,tjie  found^ 
^pns.Qt  anarchy,  ^4^v^ixtual.  ruia,  to  the  whole,  stat^i^*^ 
] :  •  Tlie.  great  mistake,  of  the  Britiah  government, .  8eei|^; 
j^^  ^have .  been^  that,^  it-  considered  Spanish  America^  ^ 
insulated  from  all  the  la^w^and  principles  of  tbe  re$t^7Qf 
the  HU)narcby ;  and  Us  natives,,  a^  dejatcbed  from  the;I5il: 
rppean  ranks  of  ..the  state.  Had  not  this  been«tbe  cafif^ 
hoyir.c9uld.tl>e  raiiiisters  of  England,  have^ %  silently,  be^ 
held  a.  declaration  of  w^r,  made  against  17.  i£iiUioi|s  o]C 
jpeople,  .bound  to  her  by.  ancient  promises,^a^d  now  linke^ 
t$)|  her  interests,  by  a  fresh  alliaince?  Had  Spanish  An^^ 
Tipabeeq  in  the  wrong,  and. bad  she  connnitted  crioi^s^ 
great  and  flagrant,  as  to  deserve  the  utmost  rigour,  iptl^e 
eye^X  j'^stid?,  .this,  criminality  ought  to  have  beeapije- 
viousiy  proved ;  and  the  grounds  thereof,,  ought  to  h^vp^ 
be^n,  incontrovertibly,\ established.  Before  SpMun  der 
clared  ai^  expensive  and.  unjust  .war,  it  was  b.er  duty  U^ 
have  discussed  th^  rights  of  tlie  .ultramarine  province§j^ 
in  a  fair  an^  adequate  manner ;.  their  complaints  Qugb^ 
to  have  be^n  hea^d ;.  and  if  this  wag^  omitted,  h^r  conduct 
has  been  unwarrantable  and  arbjtigiry;  a?id,  when  tl^g 
^ai;i:ow  policy  of  the  day,  is  gone  by,  the  British  govern* 
meat  itself  will  be  the  first  to  confess  it.    But^  thfp^ 
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fueiicies  intaiied  ottmirBdVeB?  ^^  ^ 

\  %at  the  Cetit*ti  liit^  wwim  tittfkir  toS  uttconstitu- 
tkmat  govetdmetit,  is t^bttftssdi^  iibt  mdy  liy  Spaniard?, 
I>«fr,  ateo*  1>y  diitf  ^hole  wwWi  Jofviettatwa  najd  it  wa* 
iftegal ;  lee(m$e  i^  pewefi  xmdrepr^entation,  toere  neC- 
l*«r  vomp^^,  mr  twut^utidi^  • .  '  Yet  tt  Was  this  foriipi 
«f  goveraltient,  which,'  s^h«foreisheWti,  constituted  the 
Regmidf  tnito  ia  *Sove(:feign,  by  merely  transferring  tod 
Aeptititlg  h^  Wn  |>owe)f :  ^liich/if  Itiegal  ih  the  Whole, 
Bmst^  consequently,  liav^  b^en  so,  ih  part.  ArgiiieUe^, 
eonfi^ised  tfbe  ^rst  Urgency  u>a^  not  Uf^timatef^n&tSkh 
hMf  also,  been  the  pnfaiic  arowat  o£  th^t^rtes.  How, 
tiietu  can  a  wftr  proclaiitted'  %  sudi  a  government,  be- 
hgBl^t  or  bow  dm  itsimprovkletit  conduct,  be  Justifies? 
Tlie  sitefice  of  the  people  of  Spariirfi  America,  with  re- 
jgfard  to  the  Centra)  ^^mta,  aros^  out  of  IL  hope,  thatifi 
a<its  wotdd  -prooiote  thfe  wdfkre  'ntA  defence  of  the  realm  s 
b«t  when  its  et^uci^  «iid  thftt  of  the  sncceedhig  R^ 
geney,  %ec»M  iMtfil^,  they  pi^ot^ted  against  thcMse  of  tts 
toactmentswbidb  tilted  to  themselves,  on  the  veiy  iNisis 
of  this  flagmnt  want  itf"  legality.         ^ 

I  In  exphuiimgtotny  reader,thesev2^onifcauses,whic{i 
first  led  to  an  t^nfoitnnate  rupture,  between  European  and 
Acfterican  Spain;  my^  object  is,  not  only,  to  manifest  the 
iletitSments  and  peculiar  situation  of  the  latter,  but,  also, 
tt>  lay  before  him,  the  accompanying  Sentiments  and 
pointed  charges  of  th^  former.  "For  the  want  of  bet^ 
iMsons,  the  defenders  of  Spanish  InjUj^tice,  go  so  far  as 

to  ttlege,  the  vague  and  indefinite^  ^gt^ts,  whicji  they 

-  . ,  ?  '-,  . '  '   .     .  ' .  i  '  ■ 
*  Dictamen  de  JoTeIUuio«,  Od.  7,  ISOS, 
T  DIscario  csatra  Lsrdizsbal  en  Ist  C^rtss. 
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oMSiJa  1iSS.4c^Thie/t,  from  ^e  v^tiiMft^  arising  out  of 
ntaou  origia.   I'be  denomiiiation  of  jnother  couttlsrf, 
h»  as  a  wise  writer  observes,  ha*  produced  ^ume- 
i^iskakes  wd  &)»  reasimogs,  in  all  questioBs,  ti^ 
;  to  {European  settlements  abroad}  in  the  Pe&ia^kr 
rs,  has  beep  an  inexhaustible  soinrce  of  bitteriirwc- 
against  tho^  of  the  oltramarine  prorinces,  whidi 
considered  thte  tnmafbDnation  of  their  local  gor^em* 
By  i^ecessary;    Crimes^  of  a  variety  of  kinds,  ai^e 
^ed  ^igainot  thjsm ;  particularly  that  of  ingrattin^ 
Ik^tion  founded  on  no  other  grounds,  than  this 
lerical  <$tuition.    lliis  term,  besides,  being  ntesed, 
been  brought  forward,  as  an  imaginary  metropolitaii 
t,  SRid  aa  if  it  were  founded  on  law,  and  established 
tctual  compact*    These  ^te  denominations,  which;  if 
icable  to  the  case  in  fjiiestion,  ought  merely  to  be 
ined  to  the  expression  of  affectkm,  and  as  referring 
isAnity  of  mutual  origin,  exisdng  between  the Ta- 
I  members  of  one  entire  monarchy^  and  ae  exciting 
e  sentiments  of   fraternity,  natural  in  two   gf^ft 
lies,  derived  from  one  common  stock.  Thence,- how- 
,  to  ded«ice  a  positive  ^ond  of  dependence  snd 
»rdination«  were  to  introduce  a  new  maxim  of  policy; 
ell  as  an  axiom,  not  only  u<&nown,  but  also,  extra* 
At  and  unjust.   Each  nation,  in  that  case,  would  be 
^  to  acknowledge  the  sovereignty  of  its  primitive 
k;  and  the  rights  of  the  people,  would  hate  to  be 
m1  to  their  tables  of  genealogy. 
The  proper  manner  to  have  used  the  ititmg  claims, 
CHiMlearihg  ties  of  mother-CQuntiqr,  woiild  have  been^ 
kave  redressed  their  Wroi^,  itid  not  to  have  de- 
hi  war  agaimt  th^jA;  to  have  adopted  somee^t* 
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tble  plan  of  co«iclKatio.n»  fmd  nqt  to  hm^  ifi^MtiMii 
judgment  and  feelings  by  refusing,  a  If^mjug^ito  hsmm 
viewed  the  hardships  of  their  c^sa, ;  iq^pafti^Uy,  :a9A:afaCr 
to  have  proscribed,  men  and  measitri^s  ^biob  cadgriMi^ 
for  object,    the  safety nad    xefcrm.Qf  t^r .  wuiyarf^ 
liar  nian.ner,  not  t<> .  luave  do^tar^  .aaA 
sonsas  rebels,  ;^)iQ.,s^pp)Qd  fyi^^t^it^ 
heir  own  rigl^te,  in  prd^jr  |K>t  to  b^^  Mkk  * 
ie  Frei^h..  Th^  teiyier  ti^/aD^  ^mmik 
iT   country,    oughU    at  ^teftsfc .;  tD-  Imim 
offspring,  a  fj^ir,  uprbia^fefjl,  9tvA  MmSm^- 
1  of  their  rights ;  and  ai|  uaprejq^itieil  ^ 
appea^,    in  wtuc^r.  t^^  ^Mbtd  thjsii^ 
Charles  V.,  as  severe  a  mOiuuech  as  etph 
ms  of  allaying  the  di^tllrbttaces,.  wfaldf 
during  bis.  reign,  took  place  in  Peru ;  ijofftead  of  ^anmi^r 
threats,  and  executions,  be,  sent  out  I^icenctada  GNltteai^  ' 
^  a  pacificatory  and  wi^h  full  powers;  under  the  itia»e* 
pression,  that  if  the  complaints  wer«  just,  tbey  .ouj^bi^ 
to  be  redressed;   but  that  mildness,  ooDciliatioB,  aad;  - 
good  words,  would  be  more  effect^ual  than  force,, nrhiclrr' 
would  only  add  fuel  to  the  flame.    These  dfel^rbai^CM,.: 
were,    nevertheless,    of  a  serious  nature;,  and  nearly: 
threatened  the  sovereignty  of  the  king^  both  in  Peru  and 
Mexico.    Yet  Charles^  thougji  the.  proudest  and  most- 
powerful  of  the  Spanish  monamhs,  in&tead  of  8p|>lying 
insulting  stigmas^  |iierely  <:aUed  them  ^iasentions;  and! 
said  they  must  be  looked  into,  and  remedied ;  because: 
this  was  not  only  juj^t,  but,  because  uttwarrajitaUeand 
harsh  measures,  mig^t  endanger  Uigse  his  distant  kiAg^ 
domSf  then  so  valuable  and  i^  iiipsfeitldng^  from  being; 
the^reat  sources  of  all  his  wealth,  \9rhicb  readored  hiuh 
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0^ytltii6W:i«iijtn,  ia  ouir  o#ii  tilted  the  Cadiz  go^ieniF- 
UMi  pro^ittiit!^  them,'  leMlions,  ingn^tude^  and 
#||iB|l(l.of  %b  <mMii,  find  decrees,  thiit  they  ai^b  tx>  be 
IjHWhihiiii:  ttf  «Mh;  Ndt,  men,  content  with  this*  it 
mAmia^n  iurt^  of  extermihation*  Such,  have  been 
ttefiffi^inriUntolisiderate  resolves  6^  ihein^  who  from 
fitie^t  oMKeM^  by  tbi  most  nndue  ii^^  rose  to  Ae 
'mkslfaMiktty  thenHeM;  whose  systems  were  Ibfiniied. 
dm  i||w^»  "^^rtiose  axgmnents  were  terror,  and  whose 
vmilak^^^^itimi^  who  firom  interdit^ 

wwQ  ^pfitMted  io  t«^)^  and  to  eVery  Mtig  that  would 
cimai|«lli«liltindi¥id«ia  prcA^« 

i     TteHMid  of  liie' ulSerkmr  loss  erf"  the  ultmmaiine 

fffmmfte^  «m1  Ae  f(»r  of  bein^  dios  cut  ol^  from  the 

i«f9i|if^^  their  precious  metals^  so  neceft^ary'  for  the 

mip|M»g|^hi>  numerous  armies,  urged  Charles  Y.  to  use 

ptmKM  redness  iand  reqoncitiation.    In  the  ^reat  enter- 

pTJjifl  ittlfyhich  he  was  engaged,  the  failure'  of  his  West* 

«m|eMuroeSj  would  have  deprived  hiin  of  the  Very  nerve 

of  mfff  Aadhas  not  the  Cadi2  government,  all  thib  time, 

be^  engaged  in  a  still  more  arduous  enterprize;kQd 

airowedly,  possessed '  of  less  means  ?  Consequently,  was 

jt  iiot  df^lriy  bound,  to  husband  every  palri  (^  the  public 

i^ereoue^  Tet^  with  tliis  precedent  on  record,  one,  that 

ocourfed  in  times;  when  the  Spaniard  might.  Justly^ 

IbcMM^  ofthe'^o^c^  his  name,  still  have  t^e  present 

licnr^i^ndf'  Spain^  been  above  following  such  an  ex« 

ttiii|i|e»  i^  been  too  self-sufficient,   to  borrow 

gtoc^ids  lot  their  conduct,  in  the  most  renowned  annistls 

of  tl^  own  history.     Charles  was  a  legal  ^nd  po weif lil 

iSMmaichi  safely  seated  on  his  throne,  ud  supported  by 
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md  AipatiMt  h0iiri«g;  ^bui^iiirbeB  ^he  liUqiri,  ywik,  mA 

Ut  ^faw^»  ii  Qmindfttl  both  jDf  ilmt  mrt  #wkttM^«ri 
l^scm^Ie-of  tlMjr^wn  iUfgalili)^  tbeyiMattni^  dfaM» 
faid  the  wroi^gMiDd  wftrugii^  tteir  fcikwatbgtite? 
th^  jtum  firom  the  «{ip«ftb  4f  troth  ihmI  jnrttoi;  ait 
ioat^oCxedietf^  i^on^ 

Ibfjr  b«rl  amoog^t  their. Aoieiicmi  hiotbretii  Mwr  im' 
Jix^qpls  of  d^cuctioii,  discftsd,  aad^'em^^     Rartiyid 
op, the  declaiatioa  ahd  w$gixig  of  aa  iiapotmt  wiK>  th^ 
Wcome  atipeiifwirio  the  sacrifice  4>i^ereApiMi6tiV#;  Mii 
iqnirniiig  every  overture  to  cqocilmtioiH  «h^  p^a^  the 
weiyKms  of  tenor  and 'Tei]|gi^ajK:e9  4o  tbevme  ««fe  and 
^flSectt^  meMiuti  of  redreas  and  vs&mifi.    Th^^eft!m49 
joor^.    By  the  most  cruel  .aod  unheard-of  ia^mp  of 'ww^ 
fare^  .tfaqr  9eek  to  auonKMe  uid.  rivet  a  blooc^  y^e  im  tbt 
reittcti(nt  Becb  of  their.  Mow^itizeos;  niher  thw^aee 
thembpuod,  by  the  more  ralioiijftl  andlfghfiMr  hoidii^ 
gratitude,  mutual  feUowakip^  and  r8d|Mcal  iiak&ttmm^ 
£  The  nioite  this  subject  is  examined,  the  mm^ftmttf 
does  it  aj^iefur,  tl^t  the  Spanish  American  queitifii^  imi 
the  moat  importakt  otf  all  tfaoa^,  in  Kvbicb  Ae  Ca^  g^ 
vemments-have  b^n  concerned;  and  aa«»cb,  lam^st^il^ 
4mt  it  ^ilji  he  conTemied,  by  all  those,  ^o  nm  iNMMfe^ 
hoiv  much  Eurcfiean  Spain^  depended  onthe^ltt|i||^rii| 
provinces  £9r|iecuiuary  sucoouia.    The  pitecipal  MM^ 
deration^  hitherto,  attached  by  theibn&er  totheltUei^ 
i^Bs  been  t^e  mines;  yet,  it  wi»  evident,  that  ivar  «r0ttH 
dose  them;  that  it  would  exclude  Irom  the  ^tcntsyftiiwi 
of  Europe^  the  annual  coinage  e«f  43  miUions^tf  lUllarK 
that  the  armies  of  tjte  Peniufqtoi  4s  weU  as  thoBe^tfitf 
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es»  wQiili  be  driven  to  tbe^^catest  4ulU  for  the, 
t  of  sp^'d ;  and  tbat  ibit  piiy^tiMf  would  produce. 
niiies  to  the  mercaatile  interestf  of  both  Spiuu  and 
iand.    Neyertbetess,  all  th^  couaidexatiwi  beld'M^ 
bt  witb  the  Cadiz  cabinet;  wbOr.  windful  only  of  % 
'Oiar^apd  delusive  advajatage,  in  favour  of  a  sioalL 
of  ruea^aikd  instead  of  adopting  tbd  natural  and  aafe- 
of  conciliation  and  redresd^  preferred  rusbing  into. 
jti^t  and  impotent  war,,  tbat  was  to  bring  ruia  in  its 
and  defeat  tbe  very  ^object  for  vbicb*  it  waa^  do^ 
I.    It  was  the  prevention,  of  all  theae  SMii^!^  evits,> 
ije  Diking  of  ail  the  resources?  of  tbe  entire  naomr*' 
stio%g.  and  effective^  in  order  to  answer  the  great 
sm  view,  that  in  this  particuhMr  mooient^  required 
j^bt^  cooinesa,  judgment,,  and  impartiality.  .  Then, 
p.  essenttaUy».necessa9y^  to  consolidate  &e  vaailating 
:»k^Spmjn»  iiAtead  of  tearing  it  asunder.    Then»  was 
kre  thro  ever,,  requisite^  to  tighten  the  bonds  whidi 
lie  twoaister  counlries  together^  Hiateadt>f  puttiaga 
bar  to  their  peace  and  harmonyi?    Tben^  vvas  the  :> 
t(x  hav^  healed,  ipsteadof  dfreskteariii^open.int 
e  wpundst  in  ^ort^thenv«s^it  necessaiy  to  ease 
l4sfy  Lbe  minds  of  t^  Spaeth  An^Bikans,  in  lies 
itii:^,and  iicuiajng,  them,  l^  fresh  insutts.       ■ 
uBsotment  and  p^ion,  in  so  important  a  case^u^ 
:  beiio»  banished;  andabov^  all,,  vengeaoceon  tbe 
t  akle;.aught  nevet  to  have  beien  wielded  againstth^ 
stt    ConcUiation  and  disinterestedness^  on  the  one 
md  aflfectioo  and  submission  on  the  other,.  woal4» 
bave>  pdToduped  the  desired  effect^  would  ha^e 
^<ia^diaj|^te,».whi|^l^e^f!ety  daf,  becomes  ptejpumt 
oie^  aeirioua  GonsequfiQccS)  and  on.  which,  tfae&te 
u9 
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of  anborn  miHions,  depends.  Certainly^  tiii  fattier  se&ti^ 
ments  existed  i^n  ifae  part  of  the  Spanish  .AmericMS ;  as 
iviH,  hereafter,  b^  fblly  eviAcedi  and,  if  ^  lrritale<l 
feelings^  and  disappohited  and  mercenaty  passions  of  IM 
Cadiz  rulers,  had'  not  been  roused  to  such  i  pftefa,  at  t# 
tnake  them  inseiisiftle  to  the  real  interests  of  the  natmni 
whose  guidance  they  bad  undertaken,  the  most  salutary 
testdti  mi^t  dteh,  have  been  produced.  If  tfaie  Caifo 
govemment,  atimtdated  by  %iatical  phrenzy^  and  awed 
by  mercenary  demagogues,  was  in  those  momenta,  itf- 
capable  of  drawing  just  and  faTr  inferences  of  guilt  and 
innocence ;  at  kast,  England  ought  to  bare  been  mo^ 
prudent,  ix^  more  ^lightened;  and  abov^  all,  ate 
ought  nerer,  to  have^sufiered  such  motives  as  these,  to 
have  been  the  basis  of  an  .unnatural  and  mericiiess  war« 
ftre,  in  the  fatal  consequences  of  which,  she  was  equally, 
faiten^ted.  Scarcely  is  there  a  nation  of  the  coiltineiit^ 
feithef  allied  V  not,  when  sutfetiilg  by  the  h6nx>rs  ofmr, 
by  epidemical  dises»eil,  of  by  other  misfortunes,  beyond 
human  control,  thatbas  not  rieceived  succour  and  ctnh 
Bolation,  from  the  exertions  and  benevolence  of  flie 
British  governmient  and  people.  Yetl  fn  the  case* of 
Spanish"  Am^riita,  and  when  we  have  it  in  our  power  to 
prevent  thef  worst  of  all  horrors,  vtIe.  that  of  a  sanguinary 
and  rieveaigef ul  civil  war,  we  lire,  not  only,  silent  and  un« 
tnindful;  but,  vvhen  other  attinidniSt  evils,  like  tbe'fbrked 
lightening  from  a  portentous  cloud,  burst  amidst  itr  In- 
4iabitants;  and  desolate  the  whole  of  their  country,  vHih 
^corresponding  ruin;  when  earthquakes,  ravaged  pfains, 
depopulated  towns,  and  dungeons,  crouded  vvith'  mtin* 
berless  victims^  rise  before  dur  sight,  and  th^  .cries  of 
-wtdows^and  <>rphah8  resound- in  our  ears,  stiff  do  we 
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V.         ■  «»      - 

ia6k<mm'^^^M  ia^^  i^  «ttll  ^Yt  we  dfeaf  16 

puUiQi^i^ttd^tbst.^iioiiMteBd  And 

vIm^  «r«  ftt  tbeae  toftitoi  The  iety  people/  who; 
^Iji,  :iMie  tin  ^jaoU^  aMir  {HrofftM^lri^iMklup  and 
tjqpfwW  ^a&d  now  the  /vietims  e€  oor  own  delimioii^ 
0Wigb  MPcl^ndj^d  ina ttdenai  treaQrf  feebly  inade. 

Tliire  wm  a  bend  <tf .  interest,  friiiKtaAiip^  end  rela^ 
^»9Mhi^  rendeied  sacitd;  by  the  tepee  of  tiii^e,  and 
fiinaMmtod  bjr  tfaeJdeli^ jof  Spwish  Ameriea^  which; 
flMghfrhfve  he<m  made  a  ^ppjr  hatts  for  our  fiieiidijr  exv 
<efiioM;  mcidapcnivecfiU  meaaeafpieventiog  apredipiu^ 
mtp.  ciitfae  pmttvi  ageivermiMnl^  «  whom  we  had  ^len 
Mcfa  gi>ea|t«lame<'    A  newera,  had^y  tins  time^  hrok^ 
^IKm  .tiie  Spaaish  asraaschy  of  bath  hc^^^ 
AoHgh.die  defence  of  SpigirW  an  ol^i^  of  tb^  BvA 
p<ditiad^aaiaqnenri»  the  ^egeaerkioia  s^d  presenratuHi 
9f ^%MM^  Aniiicar  tnanodiar  li^bt^  was  alilo  of  in^lcn* 
lal^  importaMe;    ImBacMed  and  iaapell^  by  that  love 
4jf  latioaali  «^  jmit  freed^m^  which  w^ti  m  i^  support 
.  ^.  cawN^  <>£  Spain,  land  lad  ua  to  rqoice  in  th^  lib^ratiM 
ot  Ganmny«  p^ikmi,  kc*  we  ou^  ^na^y,  to  have 
gloried  in.  the  auae  h^ppy  results  being  produced  m 
Spanish  America;  as  well, :  qonsistmitlyt  with  auir  old 
Pfofesaions^  as,  because  tUe  was  the  only  means,  to  ren« 
derour  alliance  e^pBctivet    If  national  honour,  and  the 
sia^pan^  which  Cprmed  the  baaia  of  oar  treaty^  with  die 
V^fesentativet  qf  F^ii^nd,  did  net: suffice;  i^t  least, 
li^iYes  of  e^pedieiK?j,  both  tOiOhrselvea  and  Spaing 
^H»(^t  to  b^T^  caus^  us«  as  so^my  as;the  dissentions  ap^ 
l^inp^  wUh  dl  their  ^fu^v^tj/ti^  tfinsequences,  not,  only, 
to  bring^bc^  particasi  tC|j{fl^r,:in  order  to  discuss  their 
difffsrcaiqes;  but^  also»  ta  eftal^lilh  present  hamioa^>  in 
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can  iiow  Av^^yHftd  will«  uimi$^mtim^  nmtpifptmm} 
'llmt  ;we:dbouM,  Ahvigw,  \mm  found  *  sinoeftiflni^cocdiid 
diq»q8iti0a  fyjt  coiioilwtt«Bi  jm  tbe  p«t  of  the  9f«|i|ll# 
Ameridu^  n/'kidi  ^ertjusijrattigte.haflre  been  ii»ph>vetf/ 
if'tbe  fHK>periuidkliaely^niauis  hKikMa«M|*ojp^r 
t  I  It  wts  iitot  a  restkis  desire  •£  ditife.  if  ii^eai  W  wirtt 
^  jbr^k  ftown  tbe  mouads  T)f  i^cgMhr^ittaiilJslRitiiMMt,^  1^ 
wa,jiii0t»  10  idK»rt«  aoy  liiiog  oppoini  to  |iiMii«,  e^taity; 
and  tl)e strict  Je(bterx>ftkM^ daw;,  wldcb  firat  eaua^  tb9 
%ttp  Wi  lAiiieiiGma,  to  dfiposa  tlmr  Eu^ 
fojplac^.thaadniiiiialralioii  of  their  affiait,  ^libe  b^noM 

)(iQft>n^  Mly,  $»i  raba^yatiaUjr  j^plakiQd,  •the  aoeiiyoli 
^KKaH'M^  eten  bgr  ^  tagei^  of  gumsoMai^  9mc»^#w 
bearteaiqg;  Uie^dotire  P<iMPiiila  wib  belitmd  mdbugery 
aod  it  beciuB^  viileHty  ihahiltei  lanise  jwraijaaiaiyipiiiiftiHN 
f(^^  this  atdirf  Eni^boK) j  IM,  it  was.^tiibe  sametimc^^ 
imqaiiaiii,  Iiow  lang  ^i  <m>pmtmi  woiHd^tit  l%e 
iDlBnremi\9  ooagp,  tn%ht»  w«th;good  reaseo^  baeensMered 
as  amkOsdmt'btuxktMgmmt  ratv^^llk^  ti^se,  to  wbidi 
Bfmiawaa^alr^y.a  vktim;  buti  jt  McduM  aot-atiMd  the 
vtteaoiarine  4p9oriiHiei,  from  liie  Jatriguea  and  dmnestio 
«itcbiiBLtic3iis  flf  the  ^mme  ^nemy.  Every  intei'ioQr  and 
aictetknir  exertion  waa  iBakiQg4beie,  in  er^er  tiMt  il^y 
pagbt  ieqac%^  abal«  ftbe^peaJdn^  Jtute  of^ihe  uic^er  €oabi 
ibry ;  and  (he  Mry  ordera  of  that  Ragmcy,  ^vrtiieh  dedmred 
ififar^aganMt^bem,  sttBOtiDta^  'The  doctrine  of 

atiiiOieiSfiaaiah^  chiafe4bere,  aa  wdi  ag  ibt  &mT  adherem^i 
■mmi  tbat'tbe  dyoaaly  ^hiob  <fbt|jjaed  Uie  ererwn  oCSpaiti; 


Digitized  by 


Google 


«i#  ftfviir  flMMMte  iMith  diefe,  and  ai  home/ tended  to  ' 
jBiQpiie  fntitls^  idUvioiu  lAg^t.     The  irttengtii  and iti^ 
4«w«&  of  thefidfoppui  patt  of  the  comtnimHy,  were  in 
b%&m  of  H;  Mid  as  baftnre^  testified,  nothing  btd  the; 
^jHUf^atQi  tbfi  €reotes,  ^avesrted  ita^completibQ.    T%t 
tp(ii  SfAvaaod  Englaadi,  biNre  been  forgeiftiF  of  these  ' 
(i^^  and  the  one  pfOnDUttoes  these  testimonies  of  loy^  ^ 
a^)i«Mtrea/aMiaa!iiB9nititiide;  whilst,  the  othec^  calmly 
liVlM49  il»M4*  punished  as  sucIk 
'    The  my  occurrencesi  which  preceded  and  accom* 
pPMCd  tf^  govieciftnental  changes  in  Spanish  America, 
fpfVfe^ibal  the  adoption;  of  provisiOBal  Juntas,  wasre* 
sorted  to,  in  tiw  first  place,  as  an  essential  means  of 
s|j{^y ;  aad  m  the  second,  that  reform,  was  the  next 
<4oact^  to  whitfa  thahr  attention  was  directed,    ^ijght; ' 
naeetpaitj^  and  etxample^  are^on^  their  side;  ahd^tfiede- 
daffitioaof  was,  agsinst  acts,  which  had  such  motWes ' 
%  hf/mt  was  not'Oi^  nqf^*  cnie),  and  impolitic,  091 ' 
t|«  piMrt  of  Spstn;  but,  on  that  of  England^  it  was,  abo» 
upea)^,  bimiliattng,  and  insinoem,  Gently,  to  behold  such  ' 
tfk  ax^fss  of  Qitfzage,  committed  against  one  h^If  of  the 
B|Qoafchy»  with  wbom  she  was  alHed,  and  to  whose  se* 
ciirity  sh^  was  pkdged«     The  degraded  situation  c^ 
SpiiniiJi  Ammca,  was  a  theme  general  in  every  nation ; 
of  co^^ne,  it  could  not  be  a  secret  in  Spain.    If  so,  what  * 
diiljjr  in  the  new  gocemmanti,  was  moil^  ^urgent  and 
ppestiflgf  ifttttn  its  vefmb.    Ttie  restraints  and  prtvations 
n#4^ ]fhich tileCtoolea laibouFedi  tedlong^b^n  a  sub-  ' 
^  «f  I— splfljgfcaiid  remoastfafice^,  and  the  shelves  of 
tt»  t^Nitic  offices,  were  loaded  with  yolumes  on  this  ' 
i^^^M^    Ihe  deirthiotiovof  these  restraints  and  prira- 
tvmt  ttftwrsraiof  tsads,  |udid41<mid AianbmlTdbrm; 
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till ' 

fltpn^  were  thecefore-tbe  pdii^^  wMolt' 

0Vgbt  tp  have  actuated  tbf  ptrof^eediaga  of  0ie  lley^  ruAen; 
Hl^  ought  to  haye  jbeto  ^e  olg^tfPt  «f  their  earUes^  de^ 
libemtions*    The  eocoiur^femrat.of  arts  and  sciencesp 
a»  well  as  the  introdjuctioa  of  all  the  useftil  diaeoteriea 
©f  Europe,  was,  besides,  a  paramOttBt  liisty  on  the  j^ 
of  the  Spanish  government,  as  bleswigs  only  ii^riouf ' 
to  those  of  civil  peace  and  personal  £reedoaa,  with  whicb^ 
they  are  so  dosefly  entwined;  and. after  the loagand dark 
night  of  ignoranee,  in  which  Spanish  America  had  b^m 
sfu-ouded,  the  mor^  as  well  &s  political  reformation  9iA  > 
improvement  of  its  ipb^bitai^ts,  became  necessary* 

j^fothing  of.  this  kind,  bowe;rer,  iiadtiBlken  frface:;  the 
ccdcmud  system ;  such  as-  befere.deiBcribed,;  continued  i& ' 
full  fcMTce,  and  besides,  orders  were  JCOiN^itiual^  gohlg'^ 
out»  to  drain  the  ililtramarine  prpvindes  of  their  last  dcrflar* 
Strict  vratch  was  instituted  over  their  inhabitants,  to 
scrutinize  every  action  and  thought;  and  a  full  system 
of  espioni^  and  prosecution  vras  organized,  of  wiuch ' 
Bumbers  "were  victinuu  Eyen  the  noinination  of  viceroys  ^ 
and  captain-generals,  sent  out  to  goveni  abiroad,  proves 
bow  little,  policy  and  circumspection  jhave  guided  the  ^ 
Cadiz  governments ;  and  how  Htde,  tfae^dtgnity  and  cri* 
ticai  situation  of  the  transmarine  pravhices,  have  been 
COTSulted.    I  omit  dwelling  on4he  incQnsistenoies  of  ^ 
Cen^l  Junta,  or  describiiig  the  fiselh^gs  of  one  sectioo': 
of  Am^ica,  on  seeing  two  vic^eroys  ccmie  otii  to  govern 
it»  one  named  by  the  Junta  of  Gallicia,  and  tba^  other  by 
that  of  Asturias.  Y enegas  is  sent  out  viceroy  to  Mead o(h 
the  .same,  who,  from  a  Lieutwtnt-Colonel  on  hidf-pay, 
was  made  a  GeMral  by  tiie  Cen^  Jiiiit» ;  wlio  delivered 
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^p  mzmy  of  14/)00.mep  ia  Ucki;^  w^^.al^^tewft^ 
inghisj,  post^  received^  from  the  gaipe  goveinttMnit.tbe 
command  of  the  army  gf  Andalu3i9|XOQ8i^tipg  of  diM)00 
men,  with  which  he  was  beat  by  the  enemy^  ia  AIibO^ 
nacid*    The  same,  who  declined  co^pperatii^  in  the 
ind,  who,  in  shorty  never  gave  sigM 
I,  or  probity ;  but  to  whom,  a  large 
*s  of  the  Peninsula,  have  been  attri* 
imed.to  succeed  him,  the  very  same 
men,  wonten  and  children  to  dealk 
>,  leveled  to  the  dustt  tb^  town  of 
Zitaquaro;  ,  and  who  has,  in  short,  in  h|s  public  die* 
patches,  (as  will  be  seen  hereafter,)  boasted^  that  he  had 
put  to  the  sword,  many  thousand  Credes.    Emparaii 
was  sent  to  Caracas,  after  sw^^ug  &)legiAiice  to  tl^e' 
french,  inHadrid^  and  the  command  of  the  P^ruviaB 
army)  wa3  given  to  Ooyenecbe,  who  a  little  ,,be&re»  had 
been  invested  with  the  insignia  of  Jps^ptu    In  the  lower 
departments  of  government,  i]^umerous.  similar  Instances 
might  be  quoted.    Such  have  been  the  men»  the  Cadiz 
governnlents  have  destined  to  wield  the  arm  of  power  in 
the  ultramarine  provinces;  and  in  such  are  their  inhabi- 
'  tants  invited  to,  place  their  confidence*  .  In  thie  hands  of 
such,  in  short,  was  the  fate  of  Spanish  America  placed» 
till  its  natives  bad  sufiicieiit  eneigy  to  withdraw  it. 
.    When  the  force  and  correctness  of  the  particulars  juit 
stated,  have  been  n^aturely  exainined,  the  motives  whi<di 
first  urged  the  inhabitants  of  the  provinces  of  Spanish 
America,  to  prefer  the  adminifitr^ticwi  of  their  local  con- 
cern^,  being  in  the  bands  of  .persons  aj;tached  Id  their 
own  soil,  and  poosessed.  of  their  own  confidence,  can 
no  longer  remain  dubious*  ^3^di^  the  vm^  recent 
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i/kiifpstnihf  lyiMtt  fttejrwefe  turroanded,  they  felt  seur 
ikUy»  tile  gaHtn|^  veight  c^tbat  eppressive  systetfr,  t^fca 
wbidi  tb^y  htA  been*  gridualt^>  dragged,  from  tl^  time 
4if  tile  conqueet,  and  which  as  men»  and  as  possessed  of 
«:larg(^  share  of  entigbtened  Uberalify,  tha)i  is  generally 
fliet  with  in  their  European  bretbrea,  they  could,  ^o 
ld9|ger/«adi}re.  My  statem^ts  ftrriber  tend  to  prove^ 
jrtiat  in^fli^t  asking,  and  then  persisting  in  the^  reform 
4jrth(^it  political  and  social  situation,  and  redress  of 
^kvantees^and  restraints,  they  not  only  act  on  the  sub- 
slii#iot  grounds  of  justice;*  but  also,  in  strict  accor(| 
with  tfa«  most  sacred  and  inherent  rights,  which  have 
batn  guMranteed  to  them,  by  Ae  respective  monarcbs' 
of  Spain.  In  apposing  the  fair  discussion  of  thc^  ri|^1^>' 
in  denying'  their  restitiHion,  and  in  repelling  their  a^ 
ptais^  l^  hostility  aiid  Tengeinee-;  it  will,  moreover  ap* 
pbft«,  Aat  ^  goTemtnents  of  Cadiz,  have  not  oidy  tlct^ 
litiri)  mjusti^  and  impolicy;  but  have,  besides,  de-> 
viatad  £min  puUio  law,  and  the  spirit  of  dieir  political 
htstary«    '    '      •  -     ,         i^ 

.  Hambddt  observes,  that  the  Spanish  ministiyy  too 
often  aacriioed  the  inter^ts  of  the  whole  American  con* 
thiettl,  t0  liiose  g(  a  few  maritime  towns  of  Spain*  The 
ppeaesk  gifiivetmnent  has  done  mm'e,  it  has  sacrificed  the 
most  sacred  and  essential  interests,  to  the  passions,  re« 
spi^igainii,  and  ijndue  gains  of  the  monopolists  of  Cadi?^; 
irrMated.  And  aiamied,  at  the  dread  of  seeing  the  loaves 
ami  fti^fi,  ^they  had  |6  long  and  so  exclusively  enjoyed, 
shared  a»ioi^gst  those,  for  whom  they  bad,  always,  tes* 
tUfid^  batiad  and  jaakmsy.  The  new  governments  of 
Sfttin|liam  am&rmly^  reprobated  the  ancient  and  corrupt 
poik^  x)i  iHm  cMt^  ^  iisdrid  ^  they^  have  constantly  in* 
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gmUaftion,  itiU)  viiAch  th^mh^MOSiim  tod^  V^ft  su&k(^ 
y«t>  is^n  their  own  power  is  «fiajie>ed^  fiHd  ^pposta^ 
ties. ^ inform  aiid  of  favourabie  deriation,  offer;  ^intit* 
^t^m  urg^  t&ctm  to  follow  th^  datne  bratto^trtdr,  a»dl 
dl^r4ea^  aotoucfaed,  the  T^r;  nce^  wiiidi  tbey  coft^ 
feised,  had  before  exhausted  the  state.  Avowedly,  die 
rerokitkm  of  Spam,  had  two  material . objects  i  *yn%*  Uih 
recover  the  lodependeBce  of  tbe^naticm,  by  repeUmg  ita 
iniradera^  aod  oe«t»  to  reform  tfie  abiii^  wlnob  -hadaer 
long  prevailed.  Bo&it  these  objecto  were  held  out  to  the 
pieople,  by  the  new  aisthorities  i  it  waa  tiiese  hopes  wbida 
tfiade  them  tacitly  consent  to  tadure  control,  mder  aa 
illegal  shape ;  but  in  their  elevation,  phrenzy,  or  bliflfd* 
Bess,  the  new  chiefs  forget  the  provinces  abroad,  till*, 
they,  tbemsekes,  begin  to  be  un^my  at  the  manner  itt" 
which  they  are  treated,  and  are  roused  l^  the  dangers  to. 
wlAdi  Ifiey  are  exposed. 

The  governments  and  people  of  Spain,  have  aspired 
at  every  thing  that  could  perfect  and  secure  their  cmuf^ 
national  independence,  personal  freedom,  and  mond  hn-^ 
provement  ^  For  these  purposes,  the  fondamental  tawa 
and  most  ancient  usages  of  the  realm,  have  beien  overu 
turned  and  trodden  to  the  ground ;  why  Aen  were  not 
these,  which  Spain  considered  as  the  great^t  benefits^ 
and4>leS8ings»  to  be  denied  to  Spanish  America  ?  Was  it 
not  also  time,  for  her  inhabitants,  to  receive  -the  mo^ 
unequivocd  and  strong  assurances  and  positive  proofe,- 
that  their  dearest  interests  were  cquaHy  attend^  to  and' 
secured;  that  civil  freedom,  for  them,  was- no  longetf 
an  lempty  name ;  that  militarj^  despots^  were  tto  il^eri 
to1>e  the  instruments  of  their  ^ppiMsion^-^atiiau9<»' 
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pidicM,  ted  cMf  police,  4AK>iild  "w  lender  be  the  baftis 
Of  tbeir  «fOv«miqg  iqrstem,  and  ifi  abeit,  th^t  in  the 
cotmcihofdieaatioo,  equity,  and  jnftic^  belotige<)  la 
tte  Hn^,  as  wfAl  as  to  the  other.    Was  this  to  be  dow,  by. 
lat  same  colonial  sy^tiem,  presented 
early  pages  of  thts  expose?    Wem 
» to  be  made,  by  aggravating,  W 
)8e  privations  and  disabilities,  und^r 
LOiecical^s  had  so  long  labouml;  or 
was  tt  to  administer  equal  aiid  impartial  justice,  to  de- 
clare war  against  xHie  half-of  the  monarchy,  for  i»>  other 
neason,  than,  because,  it  had  followed  the.  example  of 
the  other,  and  sought  its  own  security  and  reform,  iii^ 
the  very  measures,  in  which  the  other,  had,  so  lately, 
gloried?    And  if  this  conduct  was  opposed  to  justice^ 
WHS  it  not  fqiially  in  contiadic^tipn,  with  policy  and  ex^^ 
pediency  ?    The  colonial  regioren,  practised  by  Spaii^ 
in  the  ultramarine  provinces,  loudly  called  for  reform; 
liie  Seville  and  Cadiz  governments,  therefore,  are,  in  the 
9rst  i^ace^  answerable  for  two  years  negligi^nce;  and  for 
no  effective  relief  to  Spanish  America^  being  found  on 
tiieir  records,  from  the  year  1808  to'  1810,  the  period 
Iflrhen  the  governments  of  the  latter,  were  transformed 
f  f  this  is  a  fact,  and  also  Aat  the  situation  of  the  in- 
jiiajbitants  of  the  transmarine  provinces,  required  im- 
lof^hpe  attrition,  and  particularly  the  revival  of  tradei 
to  refuse  it  by  an  insulting  declaration  ^rf*  war  and  block- 
aiifo,  was  not  only  to  commit  the  most  jflagrant  act  of  in- 
justice ill  the  face  of  the  whole  world ;  but  it  was,  besides, 
tp  involve  Uie  Ikst  remnant  of  Spanish  power  and  in- 
^uen^  in  the  Western  hemisphere;  it  was  to  sow  the 
m/idfi  of  fennentii^  ptssions;  which  would  soon  unnerve 
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Uucttioa  ij»  «vi^y  past  of  the  dOGtal  fapdy;  avd  a  wir 
thut  would  .<leltiig^. its  Slireat  fXtftioD;.  m  biood  and  6m 
nttvktaiqn;  and^  ^ventMally^  dry  up  M&  AercflMr^fs  of 
Spftiti  and  her  ally.  f 

The  inoUvea  i^bich  fim  urged  the  yarioua  se^Mt 
€tf  Spitaith  Am^rtca^  fo  reaUt  the  control  of  their' ^ici^ 
ro^  and  captain^eiieralSy  and  to^entrtist  (iie  adnunjatm^ 
t\^  of.  their  local  eoncerna,  neapecthrely^  into  the  handa 
^(  proviaiiODal  Jiratas,  the  Obiy  motives  which  eieit^ 
(he  anger,  an4  trails  forUi  tbe  vengeance  of  the  Cadb 
lUigmcy^  are^  by  this  time,,  snffiqiei^y  explained  and 
proved.^  The  $r«t  morements,  it  consequentiy,  viwks^ 
hadfor  olyect,  to  escapcf  the  afaacklea  of  the  French,  aaf 
afterwards^  %o  waaxmw^  the  grand  work  of  reform*  Tbe 
iirst  motive,  m^  even  reapet:faUe  to  the  most  ilUbml 
of  Spaini  t^  pariiculdfly  so  to  England;  ai^^aa  for  dm 
second,  who  can  step:  forwaid  and  aay,  it  waa  net  ne^ 
cesaaryf  The  grounda  of  the  finite  originatbd  ma1|nen«^ 
ed  4i^Mst  in  the  <;oloiiial  chiefs;  who,  aa  before  mani^ 
festedt  had  given  t^atimony  of  theijr  bad  ftith;  isnd  had 
prQved  by  their  conduct,  that  tfa^  ifvere  not  to  bi 
ti?U8ted«    A  variety  of  pecuUarxircamstancea,  had  add6i 
to  this  want  of  con6den(% ;  ai|d  at  such  a  distance,  tlie 
eventttalr  fate  of  tb^  P^insula,  vpts  extreinely  uucertain; 
What  hopes  could  be  consistently  entertaineil,  when  its 
then  depHorable  situation,  is:  coaiftdered;.  or  why.  waa 
Spwiah  Ameoca  to  be  more  sanguine  in  her  hop^]. 
.when,  even  Uie  jest  of  £urope>  doppaired?    What  pros.^ 
f>e<pt  c^  reform^  (Ud  there  exist,  when  tn^  years  pf  apathy^ 
bad  got^e  by  ;^  during  which  time,,  the  tiitramarine  pro^ 
ariQce0,  had  only  been  thought  c^  to  contribute  supplies). 
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.to  mddlO'  Hm  tmmdiog  digiity  audi  f^ftrade,  df  tN 
mfart  of  8|iAiii  md  thd  ladi^  Tbt  only  govern^ 
watbai  which  IMd  mj^ed  hadf  on  ibe  znm^hy  <if  the  tAo* 
Itoea^  wt9  no*  iiBpeaed^  lUd  it  WM^aneertaii^  tn^f 
what  new  shape,  succeeding  despotism  w^ould  act*  Hoi^ 
otttld  eoftMesee  ttiUist  in  Spautab  ARKriea,  when  in 
Cfiihi^  alhipf^  dtsGomfiHire  and  liisiiny;  wheti  division 
iMgaed  ih  tkt  Mktcmal  tduncila,  amongst  the  milila^ 
QhMl;  iftd  even,  the  ailies;  when  tke  treasury  Was  ^ 
k«ualed}  iiirlw  the!  national  armieg  were  brokenr  when 
tte  garriioii  towns  and  chief  prcnrioees^  wei«  in*  tM 
liandi  of  the  enemy;  when,  the  peop4e  were  fired  4if  the 
ir«f;  and  when  in  shorty  the  bestoppoiiuiiities  of  sattng 
Ike  Peninsula^  had  been  loet  ?  All  these  difesinias,  %ave, 
ui^^edy  ailice  bea&n  oYercoine ;  bat  &m^  has  not  been,  bjr 
Ame^orp9at>i  the  l^attMigoremnientattdpeop^  but; 
f«tbef»  hf  the  persereratite  of  England*  At  the  period 
to  wkicb  I  aUdde^  and  when  the  goverttmental  changed 
•took. place  id)road»  notking  but  tile  satvation  of  Ga^, 
jNTOser^ed  the  motuurefay;  and  this  was,  naore  owing  to^  the 
seal  and  actiiltjpof  the  Duke d'AlbiHiuarque,  than  fo^ 
,fifGiiipt  or  prudent  taeasures  of  the  gOTernment;  and 
iritM:  tkitigs  hmk  atritcd  at  tfais  kyw  ebb^  were  Iba 
%miiiab  AjflericaM^  abb/ to  wait,  tOl  the  eleventb  Imut, 
pr.ttH  they  hadir  equaUy,  &Ilea  a  prey  to  ar  ddmgnn^ 

IHr  Mftct  cotlfefalily  to  Ae  laws  <^the  realm  s^d  the 
miMMsife gninta 4>f  Ibr ktnga of  Spain, we have^b^fon^ 
IMlirthe  ultramariaa  plrotimxa,  cutitled^  and  authorised' 
IQ  bcdd  khtirCoi«8t,^wisUiin^eniaeIvea',  yet,  whea  ttiey 
««lt  iMviaioMd  Jimt^  for  local  purposes,  mi  f^t  mo^ 
if|»ttii«MftjMtmd  iMipecttble^  and  in^  eaNctumtii^ 
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tion  of  tboae of  £ui<0|)eaii  S^^i. 
28  rebel8»  wd  treated  as  outlaws.    WiH^Md  Ubdofate^ 
IS  openly  decU^recji  agamst  tbem ;  awl  aftet  «U  tlieir  bet^ 
inonies  of  loyalty,  both  recmt  4Uiid  ^tK^,  Hftnr  tiitoii 
<x>pioua  reiDit|aQcea,  and  filially,  b&bt  aOOyeairsof  atfKkM 
tion  and  fellowshypiy  wUcb  I^ve  beett  {Hoof  ftgtMHPC  all 
tfae  inst^ipns  of  England,,  tb^  are  tnated  w9lm»  tteil 
the  Tery  pr^vinipe?  of  tbaPeiit|9$iiIa«  whi<:l|JNtd«ii)fiiAf 
bent  to  the  alliance  <^  the  Frepdi.  ^  l(  the  ptimHttek-W^ 
true,  that  the  S|]^nisb  Americans  fir^fe  ^qtml  in  >fi^tti 
With  their  brethren  o^  the  Peninsula^  aad  this  rdtifiw 
footing  is  not  only  anid^uis  to  the  spirit  of  tbotr  faiftorfv 
but|  also,  founded  on' the  ip^t  reputed*  luidexpren  wcm 
of  the  Spanish  legislature;  and  if  9»  hefiENrepiomd^  tiKi 
person  of  the  king  was  their  9(Ae  bond  of  political  oniQat 
t  feirly  ask  n\y  reader,  what  steps  the  Spani^  Anaetioatfei 
were  to  take,  when  this  bond  was  wreathed  fratn  theo^ 
when  no  legal  or  substantial  form  of  gavertHBeai  ^tt^ 
established,  to  replace  it;  and  when^^  ib  BhC>tt,  they  itfM 
equally  driven  to  an  emerg:ency,  for  whM^r  inutile  ila^ 
tutes,  no  adequate  provision  could  be  found?    If  tkak 
conduct  then  proved  any  thin^  it  wat  ^itftacbRiMt  ud 
respect  to  the  parent  8tate«    Attacbnaept,  by  not  tmne^ 
diately  deposing  their  chiefe,  as  soon  as  the  Urdt  niwsof 
the  French  Invasion,  and  the  loss  of  thetf .  tightfoi  i 
.  harch^  arrived  out  amoi^t  them;  thus  preferring  to  ^ 
with  patience  and  forbearance,  and  this  for  Otar^ 
two  years,  and  till  their,  own  situatipn,  w^as;  tot  ott^ 
desponding,  but,  ako,,  tiU  they  found  it  uras  jA  wn  M 
look,  any  longer,  for  relief^  or  redrap,  tor  $l  qtm^^ifi 
which^  in  itself,  had  not  eyea  the  form  of  a  gotvanuMtttit 
and,  which,  tl^ey  supposed,  had>  already^  heco<B^t  pstif 
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^Hm  Mmbom.  iUiq^l,  by  Mowing  the  very  exam{dd 
ft  thePtiitixwihv  when  plun^  into  a  similair  distress^ 
/  TIicKADlerkriis  AMW  iteir  distances  as  welt  as  front 
their  loat  Mag  Hid  glMtest,  required  a  temporary  and 
subittlMted  piQweri  was,*  there,  therefore,  any  other  than 
Imlaa^  ^t  could  be  adopted  ?  Wks  there  any  other  form 
AatoMid  adequately  supply  their  wahis,  ot  fulfil  their 
t  ?  Tbe  Ju^aa  of  Oviedo,  Seville,  and  Valencia,  as 
It  bddies,  (fould  treat  with  England,  and  ei^ter 
ioto  aar  aUiaiice,  in  the  name  of  the  whole  monarchy, 
an^  tbeip  right  aiid  authority  was  never  doubted.  Their 
^realkMi  was  the  same  as  those  of  Spanish  America/with 
this  diflermce,  that  those  of  the  latter,  were  in  form  and 
in  essence,  more  regular  and  constitutional ;  and  the  ur- 
fsntcircimistances  which  gave  rise  to  both,  were  on  a 
paraUeL  Yet,  though  equal  in  righu,  and  actuated  by 
motivet  botti  more  honourable  and  just,  the  Juntas  of  Spa- 
Ittsfa  America,  aire  warred  upon,  because  they  merely  un« 
4ertake  the  administration  of  th^ir  own  afiaifSi  and  cod<- 
snll  their  own  local  welfiire,  without  interfering  with  (he 
rast  of  the  monarchy.  The  general  object  of  the  sec- 
tioBS  of  Spanish  America,  was  to  assemble  local  and  pro- 
visionalJuntas,  as  well  for  purposes  already  expressed,  as 
a  kind  of  preliminary  step  to  the  calling  of  a  general 
cmigress,  of  the  representatives  of  each.  This,  also,  was 
the  oriJB^Ml  plan  in  Spain,  biit  the  Central  Junta  and  Re- 
gency, after  tasting  the  sweets  oi^  power,  were  loath  to 
forego  it;  ahdi  consequently,  struggled  to  retain  it,  ap 
long  as  they  could ;  that  is;  for  more  ^han  three  years..  I 
aiention  this  intention  of  the  Spanish  Americans  to  call 
a  general  congress,  in  case  the  disasters  of  the  nation 
^tosi^nued;  in  order  to  repel  the  charge  of  indiviclual 
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«mbitIoti  in  the  respective  leaders  of  the  peopte^  ha^ng 
been  the  basis  of  their  origin.  The  forination  of  Jontai^, 
in  Spanish  America,  particularly  in  one  section,  has,  in« 
deed*  opened  a  tempting  and  easy  path  to  unprincipled 
ambition,  but  this  has  been  an  occurrence^  both  recent 
apd  partial ;  nor  could  a  general  principle,  be  drawnfrom 
so  limited  an  instance. 

§  The  judicious  and  attentive  reader,  who  has  thus  &r, 
accompanied  me  in  my  subject,  will,  by  this  time>  be  at 
no  loss  to  judge  for  himself,  of  the  real  origin  aod 
causes,  as  welt  as  of  the  most  material  circumstances,  of 
t^e  0rst  dissentions,  which  arose  between, European  and 

tmerican  Spain,  (t  no  longer  remains  dubious,  that 
ey  originated  in  the  injudicious  and  unjust  conduct  of 
t|ie  Cadiz  government.  The  basis  was  a  want  of  libera- 
ijty,  accompanied  by  jealousy,  and  an  avowed  «{>irit  of ^ 
i^onopoly,  which  soon  assumed  the  shape  oi  hostiUfy, 
ill-treatment,  and' ingratitude.  Not  that  I  level  these' 
charges  against  the  whole  Spanish  nation ;  no,  I  am  weU 
jiersuaded,  that  the  sensible  and  impartial  pact  of  the 
C^mn^unity,  has  long  regretted,  that  equity,  disinterested-^ 
nf^ss,  and  candour,  had  not  been  made  the  basis  of  the 
Spanish  American  question ;  and  that  the  means  of  vm^ 
tual  explanation  and  conciliation,  have  been  neglected* 
A  Urge  portion  of  the  Spanish  people  has  long  l^Bented> 
that  the  Regency  of  Cadis,  did  not  adhere  to  that  sys- 
tem of  equal  political  rights,  on  which  the  social  and  re- 
lative situation  of  the  Spanish  Americans,  had  been 
founded ;  dnd,  from  which,  they  had  been,  gradual^, 
dragged,  by  the  despotism  of  the  successive  monarcbsu 
Unmindful  of  that  great  sudd  sound  truth,  that  the  real 
liberty  of  the  subject^  as  well  as  public  peace  and  secu* 
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rky,  can  <^ly  be  preserved,  by  making  the  antliority  sfi<f 
administration  of  the  laws,  equal,  pure,  and  unbiasied, 
and,  by  maintaining  the  tone  and  energies  of  government, 
tbe  Cadiz  Regency  sacrificed  the  rights  and  welfare  of 
the  whole  sections  of  Spanish  America,  to  the  monopo* 
lies  of  the  Cadiz  merchants^  and  to  their  incessant  and 
unwearied  endeavours  to  retain  an  unnatural  trade* 
Having,  however,  in  the  course  of  my  observations,  re- 
fered,  in  general  terms,  to  this  particular  pointy  and  as- 
serted, that  it  was  from  Cadiz,  that  issued,  the  first  sparks 
of  that  devouring  flame,  which  has,  already,  overspread 
the  whole  of  Spanish  America,  I  conceive  it  my  duty  to 
add  some  explanatory  remarks. 

Mucb  must  the  liberal  mind  regret,  that  since  Cadiz 
became  the  seat  of  government,  the  influence  of  the 
mercantile  bodies  over  its  operations,  has  been  not  only 
great,  but,  also,  exercised  in  the  most  undue  and  unbe<- 
coming  manner*    Accustomed  to  view  the  ccmimerce 
qf  t}ie  ultramiai^ine  provinces,  as  an  exclusive  right  and 
monopoly,  belonging  to  them,  and,  as  it  were,  vested  in 
th^m,  by  charter  or  compact,  every  engine  was  now  set 
to  work,  in  order  to  preserve  it.    This  injudicious  mo- 
nopoly, by  which  the  inhabitants  of  Spanish  America,  had 
Ipng  endured  the  greatest  privations,  which  had  rendered 
the  choicest  gifts,  nature  had  so  bountifully  bestowed  on 
their  genial  soil, and  climate,  of  no  value;  and  which, 
during  the  wars  with  England,  had  nearly  lefk  them 
without  clqthingj  was  the  first  object,  to  which  the 
people  of  the  ultramarine  prqvinces,  directed  their  plans 
of  reform.    Trade  with  all  powers,  was  declared  free, 
as  soon  as  ever  the  new  provisional  governments,  entered 
on  their  fiincUons,    The  news  of  this  resolution^  as  vt^ll 
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aB  the  creation  of  Juntas^  reached  Cadiz^  at  the  same 
time ;  and  this  attempt  to  throw  down  old  and  habitual 
me^opolies;  was,  by  those  who  had  so  long  founded 
upon  th^th,  their  riches,  and  the  means  of  their  eleva-* 
tioti/considered  a?  hnpUcating  all  the  crimes  of  treason, 
r&bdtion,--and  ih^titude.  Reform,  the  restitution  of 
lOttg-invaded  rights,  and  the  full  establishment  of  equa- 
lity, the  objects  at  which  the  Spanish  Americans  aimed, 
in'  their  triatisformslktions  of  government,  consequently, 
foXmd  enemies  in  the  commercial  bodies  of  Cadiz,  from 
beitig  opposed  to  their  interests,  and  from  depriving 
them  of  those  exorbitant  gains,  which  time  had  render- 
ed habitual ;  and  which  they  considered  themselves  en- 
titled' to  retain,  notwithstanding  the  other  party,  was 
thereby  sacrificed.  The  influence  of  the  Cadiz  merchants 
over  the  members  of  the  Regency,  arose  out  of  loans  of 
money,  individually  advanced,  or  raised  for  the  general 
service  of  govemmient,  as  well  as  from  personal  favours. 
Thie  tables  of  the  mei^hants,were  surrounded  by  persons 
who  had  offices  and  influence ;  all  which,  aided  by  in- 
trigue, mercenary  pens,  and  an  active  press,  soon  stifled 
the  calls  of  equity,  liberality,  and  justice ;  and  this  most 
important  of  all  questions,  thence  became  involved  in 
virulence,  inveterate  opposition,  and  malignant  calum- 
nies. Graduall]^,  a  fund  of  rancour  and  open  animosity 
was  engendered,  and  soon  the  measures  of  government, 
becaihe  identified  with  the  local  views  and  interests  of 
tbat  trading  port.  Th6  Cadiz  columiis,  became  panders 
t6  the  worst  passions  of  the  multitude ;  and  were  used 
as  channels  to  convey  to  the  public,  every  species  of 
fa^ods  misrepresentation.  The  transactions  of  govern- 
ment; fifom  that  time,  were  wrapped  up  in  mystery,  and 
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its  councils,  weak  in  them8elve8>  were  surrouaded  by 
fjUsebood  and  deception. 

No  sooner  were  thq  governmental  changes  in  the 
sections  of  America/ known  in  Cadiz,  than  a  war  Action 
was  immediately  formed;  and  instead  of  the  merits  of 
the  case,  being  deliberately  examined,  open  hostitity  i;i^s 
proclaimed,  and  the  voice  of  policy,  justice,  and  huma-. 
nity,  became  drowned,  amidst  the  shouts  of  monopoly, 
and  the  conflicts  of  party.    This  same  rancour,  extended 
soon  after,  to  Puerto  Rico,  Montevideo,  Havana,  Mexico, 
&c.  whose  public  papers,  together  with  those  of  Cadiz, 
must  have  often  filled  their  readers,  with  disgust    The 
cparsest  invectives,  that  malignity  or  wickedness  could ^ 
invent,  feelings  of  personal  malice  and  revenge,  in  short, 
e^very  thing  that  could  poison  or  irritate,  has  constantly 
operated  as.  a  bar  to  hinder  the  beneficial  results  that 
might  then  have  been  produced;  whereby,  those  fatal 
enmities,  now  so  justly  to  be  deplored^  have  been  occa- 
sioned.   The  same  want  of  sincerity,  the  same  arrogant 
and^  fulminated  threats,  and  the  same  misrepresentations 
offsets,  have  often  struck  the  unbiassed  in  Cadiz;  whilst 
balm,  conciliation,  and  redress,  have  been  entirely  over* 
looked.    In  Cadiz,  it  has  been  held  as  a  crime  to  sup* 
'    '  "     '^     lish  Americans  had  rights,  the  sam^ 
the  Consulado  of  Mexico,  sought 
of  feelings*    Their  subjection,  with- 
Ls  there  been  held  as  an  unalienable' 
jring  of  the  productions  of  their  soil,; 
;,  has  been,  also,  considered;  as  aa 
»f  that  same  trading  port,  as  will,^ 
fully  i^hewn.    The  possessioa  and- 
American  provinces,  has  been  oon«; 
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'  sidtefed  as  devolving  on  those  temporary  governments, 

<n-eated  in  the  Peninsula  for  its  defence ;  and  in  default 

I. 

of  the  rightful  successors  of  Charles  IV.  and  during  the 
suspension  of  the  crown  functions,  the  Cadi2  merchants 
have  supposed,  that  the  inha1[)itants  of  the  former,  wefe 
bound,  blindly,  to  obey  those  illegitimate  governments, 
in  which  they  had  no  part/  and  which  wete  established, 
without  the  concurrence  of  even  the  people  at  home.  "' 

§  But,  even  granted,  that  the  Central  Junta,  land  thcr 
^succeeding  Regency,  had  acquired  the  fight  of  iabsolute 
command,  in  the  Peninsula,  and  that  the  want  of  due 
election,  had  been  made  up,  by  the  tacit  con'sent  of  the 
people ;  their  authority  must  havie  been  founded  on  some 
teal  or  supposed  constituent  principle.  If  so,  the  meiii^ 
bers  of  such  governments,  could  only  carry  to  their  ^- 
•sions,  those  same  rights  and  powers,  which  their  con- 
stitutents  themselves  possessed;  and  these,  being  iia  other 
than  their  own  individual  rights  and  faculties,  such  as 
are  common  to  aU  men,  they,  o^course,  cbiild  confer  no 
right,  title,  or  power,  whatever,  to  use  an  imperative 
voice,  out  of  their  own  provinces.  It  would,  therefore, 
be  as  inconsistent  in  Juntas  of  the  Peninsula;  arrogating 
to  themselves  the  sovereign  and  absolute  power  in  the 
distant  provinces,  on  the  real  footing  on  which  they 
stand;  as  it  would  for  the  Junta  of  Seville,  to  command 
withiti  the  jurisdiction  of  Asturias ;  or  for  a  concentra-^ 
tioli  of  all  the  American  Juntas,  to  exact  obedience  in 
the  Peninsula.  It  was  a  monstruosity  in  policy,  as  well 
as  in  legislation,  for  Juntas  of  detached  provinces  of  the 
Peninsula,  and  afterwards  a  concentration  thereof,  to 
exact  obedience  of,  and  treat  the  sections  of  Spanish 
America^  as  dependencies;  and  if  it  is  a  fact,  that  there 
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is  an  undisturbed  and  inherent  right  in  every  peppl^  ^o 

!.  choose  for  themselves ;  the  Juntas  ofSpaip,  thttis^  i^i 

.  the  governments  which  preceded  the  Cortes,  either  in* 

.  dividually,  or  collectively,  possessed  no  legal  right  of 

absolute  control  over  the  ultramarine  provinces,  unl^ 

}^  their  own  will  and  consent 

To  judge,  correctly,  of  the  acts  of  a  government,  it 
'is  necessary  to  calculate  the  good  which  has  been  pra- 
cticed, and  the  evils  which  have  been  avoided*  The 
ji!:!entral  Junta,  left  behind  it,  an  exhausted  treasury,  4is« 
persed  armies,  disunion  and  distrust,  and  most  of  tl^ 
provinces,  likewise,  in  the  hands  of  the  French*  The 
Regency,  on  the  basis  pf  injustice  and  terror,  declared  ^n 
intemperate  w^tr  against  one  half  of  the  mooaicby, 
which,  besides,  cutting  off  the  chief  resources  v^hich 
i^rould  have  rendered  the  patriotic  cause  of  the  Peninsula, 
,  prosperous,  has  changed  the  ultramarine  provinces,  intp^a 
lyide,  and  exten4ed  waste,  of  rui^  and  desolation^  Had 
the  integrity  of  these  two  ephemeral  governments,  been 
incorruptible;  had  their  views,  principles,  a|id  actions, 
been  free  from  selfish  and  undue  passions;  had  they  n^t 
nourished,  and  been  biassed  by  the  conflicts  of  party; 
h^d  dieir  ends  been  always  upright,  and  their  means 
pure;  had  wiles  been  unknown  to  them,  and  their  pro- 
fessions always  sincere ;  in  short,  had  they  attendod^ 
with  equal  solicitude,  to  the  interests  of  all  pa^  of  the 
monarchy,  and  therein  administered  ji^^ice,  imparti^)^, 
and  without  local  prejudices  or  party  feeUngs>  tt^^^q, 
might  any  trivial  oversight  in  their  public  conducts  Mve 
bjsen  overlookedj  or  attributed  to  the  difficulty  of  tb^ 
times,  in  v^hich  they  had  charge  of  gpvemm^pt.  Had 
*  the  am^tiop  whjich  guided  their  actions,  beeqi  r^ulated 
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by  pilnciplet,  and  controled  by  circumstances ;  bad  its 
otgect,  been  the  real  welfere  of  the  whole  country  ov^r 
which  they  presided,  rather  than  personal  aggrandize- 
ment and  the  gratifications  of  intrigue ;  they  might,  ih 
European  Spain,  at  leasts  have  still  deserved  the  name 
of  Patriots;  and  their  actions,  and  not  their  intentions, 
would  have  been  arraigned  by  the  rest  of  the  world, 
ilad  their  descisions,  been  guided  by  sound  and  impar- 
tial counsel;  or  had  the  great  objects  of  their  public  ad- 
ministration, been  steadily  pursued;   had  the  high  sta- 
tions, in  which  the  membeis  of  each  government,  were 
placed,  been  unsought;  nay^  had  patriotism  been  their 
guide,  and  had,  even  their  conduct,  been  unassuming 
and  divested  of  arrogance,  the  illegality  of  their  powers, 
would,  perhaps,  never  have  been  made  a  subject  of  cen« 
sure  or  reproach;  they  never  would  have  been  scoffed 
at,  for  their  authorily  being  neither  founded  in  law,  or 
Accompanied  by  the  public  voice;   but,  they  would, 
rathar,  have  acquired  glory  aod  renown,  out  of  the  diffi* 
cttlti^  with  which  they  had  to  contend,  and  the  great 
perj^xities  with  which  they  had  to  struggle.    None  of 
these  public  virtues  and  essential  qualifications,  were, 
tiowever,  found  in  the  Central  Junta,  or  Cadiz  Regency; 
4»id  during  the  long  period  of  their  command,  England, 
in  her  alliance,  was,  perhaps,  involved,  in  the  greatest  of 
|di  possible  contradictions;  viz.  that  of  fighting  in  one  of 
the  noblest  causei^  that  ever  smimated  the  bosom  of  a 
people;  and,  in  the  furtherance  of  her  views,  of  having 
to  9iipport  two  of  the  worst,  weakest,  most  illegal,  and 
degraded  governments,  that  ever  usurped  power,  or  in<H 
suited  the  rights  and  liberties  of  a  nation.    Thus  is  i(^ 
that  almost  every  member  of  these  two  govenonents. 
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ba»  sunk  into  soUtode,  or  is  foi^len;  md  even  the 
virtuous  Joyellanos,  from  being  connected  with  the 
Central  Junta,  appeared  to  have  tarnished  his  political 
reputation,  and  to  have  obliterated  the  remembrance  of 
that  honourable  cause,  for  which  be  suffered,  under  the 
corrupt  Godoy. 

Englandi  in  her  treaty  with  Spain,  was  thus  destined 
to  contend  with  the  strongest  prejudices,  which  a  com- 
bination of  circumstances,  the  irritation  of  passions,  and 
illiberality  could  produce;  and  as  time  has  been  added 
to  our  connection,  these  difficulties  have  increased.  Yet, 
this  has  principally,  been  owing  to  a  want  of  early  re- 
medies, and  to  a  mean  subservience,  had  to  the  illegal 
governments  of  the  Peninsula,  rather  than  to  the  nation 
at  large.  When  Lord  Wellesley,  was  received  in  his 
official  capacity  of  ambassador,  by  the  Central  Junta,  he 
reserved  to  himself,  the  right  of  remonstrating  on  any 
point,  that  might  interest  the  respective  sovereigns  and 
nations.*  This  stipulation^  was  admitted  with  apparent 
satisfaction;  and  of  course,  it  could  not  have  been  con- 
sidered an  imprudent  interference,  in  his  successor,  using 
the  same  privilege.  He  early  discovered  and  complained 
of  the  "  poverty  and  exhausted  state  of  Spain,"  to 
which  he  attributed  all  the  hardships  and  privations  of 
^ouf  armies,  and  the  whole,  he  says,  was  aggravated  by 
the  debility  of  government. t  At  this  time,  however, 
the  Central  Junta  still  continued  in  command;  and  the 
French  had,  hitherto,  been  kept  in  some  degree  of 
jL'heck.  But,  when  the  hopes  of  Spain,  became  confined 
tp  thf  ,tenure  of  Cadizj  when  the  best  provinces  were  in 

*  Vide  Paperg  published  by  order  of  Parliament,  Blarch  19>  ISIO* 
f  Letter  to^r.  CanniDg,  Seville,  August  15,  1S69* 
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po&sessioil  of  tiie  French^  and  when,  at  the  same  tinie» 
nothing  but  a  c(»uimttee  of  that  execrated  golremmeiit 
had  been  placed  at  the  head  of  affMS,  were  not  t^ese 
evils  increased,  and  did  not  the  necessity  o!  giving 
strength  and  resources  to  European  Spain,  become 
more  urgently  manifest?  And  could  this  be  done,  by 
an  ^politic  declaration  of  war,  against  that  part  of  the 
monarchy,  which,  besides,  being  out  of  the  reach  of  the 
enemy,  had  always  been  an  essential  source  of  revenu^^ 
to  the  Kings  of  Spain  ? 

Lord  Wellesley,  in  the  same  letter,  complains  "of 
the  erroneous  policy  of  a  weak  government,  operating 
against  the  general  cause  of  the  Peninsula;"  and  he 
himself,  often  remonstrated  on  this  subject  He  asserts^ 
that  "  the  promises  of  the  Central  Junta,  in  the  most 
essential  points;"  even  those  which  involved  the  means 
of  enabling  the  British  army,  under  Sir  A.  Wellesley; 
to  remain  within  the  Spanish  territory,  on  which  the 
s^ety  of  Spain,  then,  actually  depended,  "  were  only 
verbal,  were  merely  matters  of  form,  and  never  carried 
into  execution."  All  was  "  procrastination— delay,"  and 
at  last,  be  adds,  these  "  proofs  of  inactivity,  served  only 
to  increase  the  suspicions  of  ignorance,  debility,  and  a 
want  of  sincerity,  already  attached  to  government.*' 
Such  was  the  nature  of  the  government,  which,  at  that 
time,  presided  over  the  destinies  of  Spain  and  the  Indies; 
and  such  was  its  peglect,  under  the  most  imperious  cir« 
cumstances,  when  pressed  by  an  active  and  powerful 
enemy,  and  when  the  most  vital  interests  of  the  nation^ 
were  at  stake.  The  members,  thereof,  were,  neverthe- 
less, strongly  urged  by  a  British  general,  and  an  active 
Wibassador  from  the  court  of  St  James;  and  though  a 
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.<K>&tiiiuatioh  of  their  supineness,  was  Tibout  to  deprive 
them  of  the  co-operation  of  British  forces,  and  thus 
Jeave  them  single-handed  with  the  French,  disasters^, 
lonly,  served  to  rouse  them  from  their  apathy  and  torpoi*. 
And  if  this  was  the  situation  of  the  Spanish  government, 
nt  the  period  here  alluded  to,  if  such  was  its  remissness, 
laegligence^  and  even  ignorance,  in  matters  of  most  urgent 
TOoment;  could  any  thing  but  blunders,  impolicy,  and  a 
want  of  discriminating  judgment,  be  expected  with  re- 
gard to  the  affairs  of  Spanish  America,  situated  at  such 
«  distance,  and  crouching,  as  the  members  6f  the  Eu- 
ropean government  supposed,  under  the  most  abject  sub- 
mission and  dependence  ? 

The  conduct  and  nature  of  the  governments  of  Spain^ 
must  have  been  early  known  to  the  British  cabinet,  since 
it  was  fully  pourtrayed  by  an  ac4;ive  and  intelligent  en- 
voy, for  their  express  information.  It  was  evident,  they 
were  not  guided  by  an  undeviating  sense  and  principle  of 
moral  right,  and  fairness  of  intention,  since,  in  their 
public  functions,  they  neglected  those  means  of  general 
welfare  and  defence,  which  alone  would  stand  the  test 
of  time,  and  bear  the  scrutiny  of  the  impartial  of  every 
nation.  Speaking  of  the  nature  of  the  Central  Junta, 
Lord  Wellesley  observes,  **  Its  constitution,  is  not 
founded  in  any  well  understood  system  of  union  between 
the  provinces;  and  much  less,  in  a  just  sand  wise  distri- 
bution of  the  elements  and  powers  of  a  government.  So 
far,  there  does  not  exist  a  confederation  of  the  provinces; 
the  executive  power,  is  divided  and  debilitated  in  the 
bands  of  a' Junta,  too  numerous  for  any  unity  in  deliber- 
ation, and  promptitude  in  execution;  and  too  reduced, 
fcr  the  purpose  of  representing  the  body  of  the  Spanish 
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nation.    The  jCe^tr^l  Junta,  is  n<yt  an  a^e^uate  represeii- 
tation,  either  of  the  king,  the  aristocracy,  or  the  people; 
nor,  has  it  in  itself,  any  of  the  useful  qualities  of  an  exe- 
cutive council,  or  of  a  deliberative  assembly;  at  tl^ 
sanie  time,  that  it  unites  many  of  those  defects,  vvhicli 
interfere  with  both  deliberation  and  execution."*   In  the 
same  letter  he  adds.    "  Whether  this  ill-fontn^  goven^ 
plenty  is  sincerely  affected,  or  pojl,,  to  the  cause  vf  Spain 
and  her  allies,  is  certainly  dubious;  all  the  jealousies 
which  exist,  of  every  nature,  against  the  British  goyem- 
ment  or  the  allies,  are  principally,  found  in  this  body,  in 
its  ministers,  or  their  adherents  i  in  the  people,  no  tracer 
of  such  unworthy  thoughts,  are  to  be  found*    But  leav- 
ing to  one  side  all  examination  of  thf  dispositions  of  fiie 
Junta,  it  is  evident,  that  it  possesses  no  spirit  of  energjr 
and  activity;  no  degree  of  authority  or  force;  that  it  is 
not  supported  by  the  good  will  and  affection  of  the  peo« 
|)le,  whilst,  from  its  strange  an^  extravagant  constitutiopy 
it  unites  within  itself,  all  the  most  contradictory  incon« 
veniences  of  the  known  forms  of  government,  without 
having  one  of  their  advantages.   It  is  not  an  i^^trumcpt 
of  sufl&cient  force,  tp  execute  the  objects  for  which  it 
was  forn^ed;  nor  can  it  ever  acquire  sufficient  fprce  of 
influence,  to  call  into  action,  the  resources  of  the  nation, 
^nd  the  spirit  of  tlie  people,  with  that  vigour  and  energy, 
which  might  give  efficacy  to  a  foreign  alliance^  ai|4 
Tepel  a  powerful  invader.    This  is  the  true  causi^,  at 
least,  of  the  continuation  of  th^t  state  of  debiUty,  con- 
fusion, and'  disorder,  the  consequences  of  whiph,  th^ 
British  army  has  lately  experienced,  ip  the  interior  adl* 

*  lord  WctUeile;  to  Sir*  CaimiiH(i^  $^yMk,|^|to9lm  16,  19^ 
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mimstratioQ  of  Spain,  and  especially,  in  that  of  the  mi- 
iitary  depdrtroent^"* 

Two  material  truths,  must  have  been  deduced  by 
tbeSrikish  ffbvernment,  from  this  statement  of  facts; 
viz.  that  the  then  existing  government  of  Spain,  was 
UBJiSSt  in  ttff  formation,  and  inadequate  to  the  wants  of 
the  nation  at  large;  and  next,  that  by  rousing  it  to  a 
sense  of  the  necessity  of  acting  on  the  broad  principle  of 
Justice,  and  of  meeting  the  invasion  of  the  French,  with 
■an  the  force  and  united  courage  and  resources  of  the 
provinces  of  both  hemispheres,  we  might  have,  perhaps, 
offended  the  individual  members  of  an  ephemeral  go< 
vemment,  which  could  only  last,  till  the  people  were 
convinbed  of  their  own  forbearance,  but,  that  we  should 
thereby  eventually,  have  deserved  the  gratitude  of  the 
totire  monarchy,  since  as  Lord  Wellesley  says,  these 
Jealousies  only  existed  in  the  government  and  its  adherents, 
but  not  a  trace  of  them,  was  tc  be  found  tn  the  people.  It 
thence  results,  that  all  this  delicacy  and  forbearance  of  the 
British  cabinet,  has  had  for  object,  rather  to  please  and 
flatter  the  members  of  a  government,  faithfully,  though 
sparingly,  pQyrtrayed  to  them  by  their  own  ministeir; 
thah  to  consult  the  real  welfare  and  lasting  interests  of 
the  people  to  whom  we  were  allied,  and  of  that  mo^ 
narchy,  whose  preservation  and  integrity,  we  had 
pledged,  on  behalf  of  its  unfortunate  sovereign. 

And,  on  the  part  of  the  British  government,  dici 
there,'  then,  exist  no  right,  nor  no  grounds  for  interfer- 
ence; had  we^o  means  left  us,  to  procure  remedies  for 
so^many  evils,  etdier  by  ren>onstrance,  or  by  positive 

*  Lord  Welletley  ttf  Mn  Calming,  Seville,  September  25,  1809, 
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^eiKiand?    Either  tbe  bask  oi  our  treaty  with  Sp&itfy 
was  insincere;  and  a  contrary  stipulation  was  thereia 
specified;  or,  it  was  confined  to  tbe  European  province 
only.    If  it  was  sincere,  Spain  ought  to  have  been  grate- 
ful for  that  advice^  which  was  to  keep  the  monarchy 
united;  and  was  to  secure  a  prosperous  issue  to  that 
war^  against  which,  there  would,  otherwise,  be  so  many 
fouodedr  probabilities.    Spain  must  have  considered  our-, 
treaty,  as  extending  to  all  the  monarchy  over  whicK. 
Ferdinand  bad  a  claim;  and  the  many  times  which  the^ 
Spanish  government  has,  since,  remonstrated  with,  and 
demanded  military  and  naval  aid  of  us,  as  an  ally  for  the 
reconquest  of  Spanish  America ;  together  with  the  manner 
in  which  the  Spanish  ambassador  in  London,  solicited  of  > 
government,  the  persons  of  the  first  deputies,  who  ar« 
rived  here  from  Caracas,  evidently  proves,  that  we  were 
supposed  to  feel  an  imperious  interest  in  the  ultnuaarine 
provinces,  and  that  we  were  equally  bound  to  their  fate. 
Why,  then,  did  we  hesitate  to  convince  such  a  govern- 
ment of  its  self-delusion;  and  why  could  not  this  invita* 
lion,  have  been  made  the  basis  <^  more  just,  equitable, 
and  honourable  n^asures?    If  Spain  had  sufficient  right 
and  confidence  in  England,  to  call  upon  her  to  fight, 
battles,  of  which,  the  policy  and  justice,  had  never  been 
proved;  could  she  not  place  trust  in  her  as  an  umpire; 
or  would  those  blessings  have   been   less  accepta^)le, 
which  had  been    purchased  by  conciliation  ,and  just- 
redress,  rather  than  crimsoned  with  the  blood  erf  brethren,  ^ 
and  extorted  at  tbe  point  of  the  sword  ? 

Before  Spain  called  upon  England,  for  fresh  succours, 
it  was  her  duty  to  prove,  that  her  own  resources  had 
been  husbanded,  and  not  wantonly  wasted  ^^ay.     In 
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g$&3[tiiik,  tfiis^  was  necefss^iy,  in  order  £0  establish/that 
fittr^r  sacrifides,  were  both  just  aud"  dtia^oidable.  It, ' 
therefore,  becai^e  the  legkkfion  of  %am,  as  it  did  tW 
poAicy  cf  England,  to  posh  the  war  against  France,  with' 
all  possible  vigour;  for,  otherwise,  it  could  only  ter- 
minate in  the  rain  of  the  hopes  and  downfall  6f  the 
liberties  of  the  one,  and  render  useless  thos6  enormous 
i^crifices  which  the  other  had  b6eri  making,  for  the 
#hde  of  Europe,  during  a  pferiod  of  more  than  twenty 
j%ars.  To  eflfect  this  so  great  and  so  desirable  a  pur- 
pose, it  was,  in  the  6rst  place,  necessary,  to  bind  alt 
patts  of  the  monarchy  together,  by  stronger  and  more 
indissoluble  ties;  and  secondly,  to  found  the  rights  of 
Spanish  America,  on  a  just  and  renovated  equilibrium; 
as  the  only  means  of  giving  to  the  entire  nation,  unity, 
strength,  and  energy,  Spanish  America,  was  a  country, 
that,  from  a  variety  of  most  interestiilg  motives,  was 
deserving  of  our  most  anxious  regard  and  tender  solici- 
tude* On  it,  at  that  time,  opened  an  era,  which  the 
friends  of  the  happiness  and  liberty  of  the  huiuan  race, 
beheld- withdeliglit,  and  had  long,  and  ardently, desired. 
Our  immediate  interests,  as  well  as  our  remote  political 
advantages,  forcibly  pointed  to  this  quarter;  whilst  a 
most  peculiar  combination  of  circumstances,  such  as 
may  never  again  return,  rendered  those  moments,  we 
then  lost,  the  most  favourable  and  propitious.  Lord 
WelleSley,  early  informed  government,  that  he  had  re- 
commend^ to  the  secretary  of  the  Central  Junta,  a  new 
governing  system,  to  be  established  under  an  act,  that 
was  *'  to  contain  the  principle  articles  of  amendment  of 
injuries,  correction  of  abuses,  and  an  alleviation  of  im- 
posts, both  in  Spain  and  the  Indies;  together  with  the 
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priBcipal  points  of  condesd^m  to  t&e  ^cdbBiieis,  of  iltosrr 
ligbts,  which  alooe,  could  secure  to  theni^  a  just  pert» 
in  the  r^pr^eutation  of  the  bo(fy  of  the  Spanish  cHh- 
pire /*♦  The  British  government,  ey&i  if  to  other 
means  of  information,  were  at^dnahle,  was,  therehyi^ 
t^tly  aware,  what  was  absolutely  necessary  for  the  we!l« 
being  of  Spanish  America;  and  was  it  ]^  suffering  a  war 
t<>  be  declared  against  her  umedressed  inhabitants,  eves 
without  a  hearing,  and  when  they  merely  took  their  own 
reform  into  their  own  hands,  because  they  had  been 
forgotten  at  home,  that  these  rec|ttiBites^  pointed  out  by 
Lord  Welleiley,  were  to  be  divined  ? 

No  record  of  the  Central  Junta,  or  of  the  Cadiz  Reu 
gemy^  that  is,  no  governmental  act,  during  a  period  of 
i]^re  than  two  years,  can  be  produced  to  prove,  any  ef- 
fective Measure  in  alleviation  of  the  wrongs  of  Spanish 
America;  or  to  evince,  that  the  members  of  either  go* 
vemment,  were  actuated  by  a  sincere  and  zealous  desire, 
to  remove  the  hideous  and  galling  yoke,  that  had,  so 
loi^^  rested  on  the  shoulders  of  her  oppressed  inhabit 
tants.    Lord  Wellesley  had  suflftcient  candour  to  confess 
this  truth,  up  to  hia  own  time,  when-  he  told  his  govern- 
ment, ^'  that  the  admission  of  the  colonies,  to  a  partici- 
pation in  the  government,  and  in  the  representation  of 
the  mother  country,  appeared  rather  to  have  been  sug- 
gested, as  an  expedient  to  secure  to  the  Junta,  a  conti* 
nuation  oi  its  actual  authority,,  and  that  it  had  no  con- 
nection whatever,  with  any  extehsivie  or  liberal  view  of 
poAicy  or  governmenft    As  I  have-before  asserted,  this 


♦  Lor^  Wdkriey  to  Ut.  Coamng,  Sevlllcr,  September  !?5,  1809^. 
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iMEfture  on  the  part  of  the  Central  Junta^was,  consequent'' 
fy,  no  more  than  a  lure;  since  these  verbal  sentiments  of 
imoderation.  were  belied  by  actual  conduct*  At  the  same 
time  that  the  executive  published  flattering  decrees, 
private  orders^  of  a  very  opposite  tenour,  wefe  sent  over 
to  the  chiefs  in  power ;  so  that  its  insincere  offers,  though 
U\t  on  paper,  wb^n  put  to  the  test,  were  as  flimsy  as  the 
texture,  on  which  they  were  transcribed*  Was  this,  then, 
the  species  of  justice,  that  was  to  satisfy  the  wants  of  a 
suffering  people ;  or  were  they  to  continue  to  place  their 
confidence  in  a  government^  which,  besides  being  illegal 
and  inadequate,  was  sunk  into  every  error  and  every  cor* 
ruption,  which,  in  the  course  of  ages^  had  crept  into  the 
cabinet  of  Madrid?    Lord  Wellesley,  in  his  said  letter,., 
assures  his  government,  that,  even  in  Spain,  "  no  plan 
had  been  adopted  for  the  effective  amendment  of  inju« 
ries,  the  correction  of  abuses,  the  alleviation  of  exac-^- 
tions,  the  administration  of  justice,  the  regulation  of  the 
revenue,  imposts  and  commerce,  the  security  of  persons 
and  property ;  and  that  all  the  other  branches  of  govern* 
ment,  were  as  defective  as  that  of  the  war  department'* 
Yet  this  is  the  picture  of  the  very  government,  Spanish 
^mmanded  to  obey ;  this  was  the  nature 
t,  from  which  her  inhabitants  were  to  ex- 
•d  Wellesley  further  adds,  •*  The  Supreme 
s  multiplying  precautions  to  prolong  the 
command,  in  spite  of  the  interests  of  the 
the  intentions  and  wishes  of  the  people; 
(,-^all  the  evils  and  abuses,  which  now^op- 
Dn,  will   increase,"  &c.      The  Spanish 
Americans  were,  then,  not  the  only  ones,  who  were  sen- 
sible of  the  degraded  state  of  the  Peninsular  govertameht, 
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since  it  was  public  to  the  whole  of  Europe^  and  |Mrt$cis* 
larly  known  to  the  British  gorernmenty  through  the  fiB0kt 
respectable  channel  that  possibly  could  be  found.  B«)i 
what  is  more^  Lord  Wellesiey^  actiiaDy/foreaiw  tbecftcts 
which  would  be  produced  in  the  ultaimarine  piomces^ 
by  the  disorders  of  the  Seirrlle  gowfmiient,  when  m  ear^ 
as  September,  1809,  he  announcea  to  Mi.  Cmiiitif  ,  ^^uit 
when  the  true  state  of  the  gorienn&e^.of^the  inottaer 
country,  is  known  in  the  coloniei*  there  will  be  immitiettl 
dangef  of  a  commotion,  in  tkit  most  iittportikit  piirt^C 
the  e^npire,''  The  commotions  in  Spaalirii  Amenoa, 
were,  consequently,  foreseen,  and  must  h^vejenmnated 
from  pauses,  not  only  of  an  imperious  natitre,  but,  also^ 
exclusively  originating  on  this  side  the  water.  And  are. 
the  inhabitants  of  the  transmarine  proTinces,  then,  to  bfe 
plung^  into  the  horrors  of  a  civil  war,  on  this  account^ 
and  treated  as  rebels,  for  the  adoption  of  measures, 
which  were  both  suggested  Igr  prudence,  ahd  cohtroled 
by  mottveS)  arising  out  of  the  common  order  of  things? 
I  Lord  Wellesley,  moreover,  certified  to  hia  govern* 
ment,  that  **  the  greatest  obstacle  to  the  liberty  of  Spain, 
was  the  very  state  of  her  government;  but,  for  the  Spa* 
nish  Americans  to  be  sensible  of  £his  foct,  and  to  act  ao 
cordingly,  is  a  ciime  of  high  treason,  is  pronounced  re* 
bellion,  and  their  conduct  is  branded  with  all  the  term^ 
of  opprobrium,  that  malignity,  disappointment,  and  rtm 
cour,  could  invent  Actuated  by  the  pressure  of  their 
own  illsj  and  as  we  have  already  seen,  urged  by  the  des% 
ponding  situation  of  the  Peninsula,  th^  elect  a  proYi%^ 
aional  government,  the  most  rational  and  the  most  cc«i* 
Utitutional  they  could  i  and  for  this,  war  is  proclaimed' 
against  them«    For  this^  th^  are,  ia  fac^  dedaied,  iorr 
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deiahil  and  <m  tUis  onjtist  basis/ the subjugafchnt  of  the 
tdtmrnaririe  provinQes,  beeofiaes  a  plea  for  the  greatest  eK4 
tsesses  bf  atfibkfon  and  revenge^  of  which  iBstances,  suc^ 
«a  irinnecbeliiie  soiled  the  page  d  history,  will  be,  her&» 
^A&t^  qvoted.  The  two  reasohs  a^iged  by  all  the  s^o 
1^118  of  Spanish  America,,  for  thus  varying  the  forms  of 
th^ii'owiiiocil  aSmiaiatntioo,  was  the  hopeless  situa^ 
tioti  of  tke  Plsniaoyiay  and  the  illegal  and  degraded  state 
ti  itagoTefttment;  and  Ibrae  sentiments^  were  fully  c<m^ 
wyed  btndi  to,  die  Spanirii  and  British  cabinets,  in  the 
two  dodimeiita'piaced  in  my  Appendix,  under  the  heads 
4i  E  and  F#  The  first,  in  a  letter  written  by  the  Junta  of 
Caracas,  to  the  Marques  die  las  Hormazas,  as  Spanish 
minister,  under  date  of  90th  May,  1810;  in  which,  tte 
deplorable  situation  of  diat  provtnoe,  (exactly  ihesaiM 
ati  in  the  other  sections)  is  faithfully  pourtra}^d;  mtA  th# 
TeasoBs  for  preferring  local  Juntas,  ftilly  explained.  I 
ia^e  thon^htdtbest  to^'vs  it  in  its  entire  state^  not  only 
of^accooiit  of  the  energetic:  and  plain  display  of  fiict0| 
th^'ein  coiitainied  ;  bttt,,becauae  it  selrves  as  a  remarkar 
\Ae  contrast  to.  the  sentiments  of  a.  British  minister,  al^ 
kidingtotJie  conduct  of  Caracas,  of  which  notice,  will 
be^  h6ceafter»  t^en.  Docum^at  F«  is  a  letitory  written  by 
ibf  said  Jonta  of  Caracas,  to  his  Majesty  Oeerge  III,  un<» 
dor  date  of  the  Ist  Jaiioary,  1810 ;  which  I  have,  also, 
ina^ted  at  fnU  length*  in  consequence  of  its  being  ex^ 
tronely  expho^atory  of  the  vi^ws  and  motives^  which 
nrged  the  Spanish  Americans  to  vary  their  f&rmB  of  go^ 
ittrnnient  ijaving,  moreover,  in  the  course  of  this  ex«< 
pos6,  stiongly  nfged  the  neglect  of  timely  interferienee, 
d&tk&^  part  of  the  British  government ^  and,  besides*  ar^ 
gned^.ifaatit  wall  not  only  inconsiitent  with  our  true  po« 
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licy,  but  even  wjtji  our  pledge  made,  as  the.  joint  guar- 
dians of  the  Spanish  monarchy  of  both  hemispheres^  to 
suffer  the  ultramarine  provinces  to  be  rent  asunder  by 
uiyust  civil  wars,  and  their  resources  to  be  wasted 
iway ;  I  conceive  it  my  duty  to  manifest  tq  my  reader, 
what  was  the  nature  of  the  appeal,  at  that  time,  made  to 
the  feelings  and  justice  of  the  British  nation;  particu- 
larly, when  I  can  thereby  explain,  in  a  full  and  o/Ticial 
manner^  the  grounds  on  which  the  Spanish  Americans 
acted. 

The  object  of  this  letter,  was  to  announce  to  the 
British  government,  that  the  inhabitants  of  Venezuela, 
under  the  dangers  to  which  they  were  exposed,  g^nd  the 
pressure  of  domestic  ills,  by  which  they  wcjre.  bept 
down^  bad  no  longer  been  able  to  endure  the  illegal,  un- 
fair, and  corrupt  government  of  the  Peninsula,  throygb 
the  immediate  control  of  its  agents*  It  was  tocomplaiu 
of  the  inadequate  and  tyrannical  measures  of  a  govern- 
^lent,  that,  up  to  that  period,  had  concurred  in  no  single 
act  for  the  relief  of  the  ultramarine  provinces;  but,  that 
seemed  resolved,  to  sustain  the  edifice  of  the  most  op- 
pressive tyranny,  ever  invented  for  the  misery  of  the  hu- 
man race.  As  the  mutual  ally  of  the  entire  monarchy, 
ii  was  to  inform  England,  of  the  prostration  of  a  galling 
9iKi  political  despotism,  not  only  opposed  to  sound  re^ 
son  and  rational  freedom,  but  also  in  direct  contradiction 
to  the  general  welfare  of  the  state.  It  was  to  complain 
q{  utitounts  and  privations,  which  Spain  prplonged, 
from  axptives  of  interest  and  illiberality ;  and,  it  was  to 
condemn  a  system^  that  sacrificed  a  populous  contin^»t, 
to  the  gains  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  Cadiz  monopolists. 
^  was,  in  short;  to.  enumerate  aggravated  hardships,  of 
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which  England  had|  before,  expressed  herself  sensible ; 
and,  at  the  same  time,  to  implore  her  protection,  not  for 
an  independence  of  Spain ;  not  for  any  thing  unwarrant-- 
ed  by  law,  or  opposed  to  right  and  justice ;  but,  only, 
that  they  might  not  become  the  victims  of  an  enfuriated 
government,  actuated  and  misled,  by  the  ravings  of  a 
war  faction,  framing  in  the  trading  port,  in  which  ita 
memberb  had  lately  taken  refuge. 

Was  the  disavowal  of  such  a  government,  and  was 
the  deposition  of  those  authorities  constituted  by  it,  a 
crime  of  such  great  magnitude,  as  to  deserve  a  cruel  and 
intemperate  war ;  or  were  such  sentiments  as  these,  mo- 
tives of  shame  to  the  British  government  ?  The  contents 
of  this  letter,  do  no  more,  than  correspond  with  the  pic- 
ture drawn  of  this  same  government,  by  Lord  Wellesley, 
and  by  Spaniards  themselves;  nor  do  they  constitute  any 
thing,  beyond  a  faithful  outline  of  an  executive,  that  so 
soon  after,  received  the  general  execration  of  every  good 
citizen  of  the  Peninsula.  And  was  it  high  treason,  in 
the  Spanish  Americans,  to  discover  and  complain  of 
this  &ct,  a  few  months  sooner  than  their  European 
brethren? 

This  letter  constitutes  the  best  epitom^,  possible,  of 
the  views  and  intentions  of  all  the  sections  of  Spanish 
America,  from  its  corresponding  with  the  true  situation 
of  each ;  yet,  it  breathes  loyalty  and  fidelity  to  Ferdi-^ 
nand ;  it  professes  a  strong  adhesion  to  the  name  of  Spa^ 
niard ;  it  bums  with  equ$l  ardour  against  the  commcHi 
enemy ;  and  merely  disowns  the  authority  of  a  govern-^ 
ment,  whose  disorders  bad  plunged  the  European  pro* 
vinces  into  the  greatest  distress,  and  were  entailing  the 
same  evils  on  those  of  Americat   The  first  jnrisconsult« 
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tod  politicians  of  Spain,  have  acknowledged  the  picture 
therein  drawn  of  the  Central  Junta,  to  be  correct  and 
tl'ue ;  bow,  therefore,  could  the  Spanish  Americans,  act^ 
ing  upon  thode  same  avowed  premises,  be  pronounced 
traitors  and  rebels,  and  how  could  decrees  be  issued  to 
punish  them  as  such  ?  A  near  contemplation  of  the 
events  as  they  passed,  will  unravel  this  mystery.  Cadiz, 
as  already  exphtined,had  now  become  the  seatof  govenv- 
ment,  and  the  new  authorities  abroad,  in  consequence  of 
the  impoverished  state  of  the  country,  after  a  long  war 
with  England,  and  iu  order  to  increase  the  public  reve- 
nue, bad  judged  it  necessary,  to  annul  all  restraints  on 
trade.  This  measure,  was  resented  by  the  old  monopo- 
lists thereof  with  all  the  fury  of  disappointment,  and 
all  the  rancour,  of  which  the  sordid  are  capable.  Gall 
is  immediately  infused  into  the  public  mind,  the  worst 
interpretations  are  put  on  views  and  ipeasures,  which 
were  not  only  just,  but  also  necessary ;  and  without  pre- 
vious deliberation,  remonstrance,  or  hearing,  a  rash  war 
is  declared.  In  conformity  to  their  respective  avowals, 
and  in  strict  accord  with  every  concurrent  circumstance, 
we  see,  that  the  various  sections  of  Spanish  America^ 
conceived,  that  their  political  safety,  required  them  to 
have  local  and  stable  governments  amongst  themselves;  in 
order  that  they  might  not  be  dependent  on  an  authority, 
placed  at  an  immense  distance,  and  continually  changing. 
An  authority,  abject,  corrupt,  and  debased  in  itself,  and 
unaUe  to  attend  even  to  the  concerns  of  the  Peninsula. 
And  this,  was  actually,  anticipated  by  a  British  minister;, 
and  expected  by  Spaniards  themselves.  Tet  this  mea« 
sure  of  urgent  necessity,  becomes  a  crime  of  the  deepest 
hue,  in  the  eyes  of  the  Regency ;  who,  instead  of  recon- 
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filiation,  redress,  and  mutual  explanation^  rushes  into  a 
thoughtless  and  unnatural  war ;  and  attempts,  rather  to 
weakien  by  disunion,  and  depress  by  terror,  than  to  con- 
solidate and  unite,  by  a  just  equilibrium  of  interests. 

This  unjust  war,  which  was  about  to  deprive  Spain 
of  resources,  such  as  would  have  poured  fresh  vigour 
^nd  energy  into  the  state,  and  redoubled  its  exertions ; 
this  war,  which  would,  evidently,  drive  the  injured  and' 
uriredi-e^sed  inhabitants  of  Spanish  America,  to  the  ex- 
tremes of  despair  J  which  would  deluge  the  fairest  por-^ 
tion  of  the  empire,  in  blood  Smd  desolation ;  and  urge  a 
forsaken  people,  fo  lengths,  not  only  uncongenial,  but 
also  unintended;  lengths  which  might  endanger  the 
safety  of  the  monarchy,  whose  integrity  we  had  guarah' 
feed,  was  completely  overlooked  by  the  British  govern- 
ment, who,  in  this  most  interesting  moment,  kept  aloof; 
and  after  omitting  to  prevent,  afterwards,  devised  nothing 
effective,  with  a  view  to  promote  the  consideration  and 
adjustment  of  these  nfiomentous  differences.  Yet  the 
great  point  with  Spain,  at  that  time,  was,  not  why  sshe 
Was  to  continue  the  war,  but,  how  it  was  to  be  carried 
t)n.  This  was  the  most  material  consideration  for  Spain, 
and,  consequently,  for  ourselves;  every  other  was  subordi- 
nate; or  at  least,  of  comparative  insignificance.  To  give 
energy  and  union  ta  that  part  of  the  monarchy,  which 
Jmid  to  resist  the  power  and  influence  of  France,  was  an 
object  of 'the  first  consequence;  and  our  attention  ought 
priniarily,  if  not  solely,  to  have  been  directed  to  it  And 
was  this  to  be  attained,  by  an  impolitic  and  fetal  war, 
'being  hastily  declared  by  one  part  of  the  monarchy, 
against  the  other  ?  Most  assuredly;  no.  Where,  then, 
was  England,  in  such  important  moments,  aii  these  ? 
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^her^imselm  ISteei^gbt,  energ^^  aikd  Atneetity  ol  tbaf; 
govenuDj^it,  vrhkh  had  guaranteed  thie  iotegrify  of  the 
JSfmnisli  monarcfay,  and  bad  taken  into  its  h^nda^  thjs 
Tights  of  the  absent  Ferdinand  in  joint  trust  i  Of  tbaj: 
'govejmitieiil^  whose  minister  in  Cadiz,  bdield  this  disr 
oneaibarment  about  to  ensue,  without  an  efieoiive  effect 
to  maintain  uiiioi|i  and  fvaternity;  and  who  wia^s  silenl^ 
.when  the  murder^  of  many  thousands,  was  about  to  take 
'^taoe^  in  countries,  which  had  never  thought  of  deviating 
liroin  tiieit  aUe^ance  to  a  numarcb,  wh«mi  they  rei^eisil 
*fbr  bis  Tirtue%  and  respected  for  his  misfortunes. 

The  letter  just  noticed,  from  the  Jimta  of  Caracas,  lo 

>ihe  king  of  Engktnd,  was  placed  m  the  hands  of  the 

British  minittry,  about  the  middle  of  July,  181Q»  that  is, 

.near  the  same  time  that  the  declaration  of  war  against 

"Camcas^  and  dated  June  27,  1810,  arrived  ffom  Cadiz; 

Tiie  smallest  reflection  on  the  contents  of  eadi,  muit 

have  demonstrated,  that  one  side  or  the  other,  was  egre- 

giously  in  the  wrong;  and  that  this  e;;ct9eiiie  rigour  of 

the  Regency,  if  not  absolutely  unjust  andityiannscaUwas 

at'least,  premature,  and  divested  of  kgitimate  n^^tires* 

If,  tberefi>re,  we  had  at  heart,  the  real  and  tastmg  iml- 

fare  of  the  whole  monarchy,  and  not  of »  d^tacAedpait; 

were  there  not  here,  sufficient  groundts  fior  direct  or  in-* 

direct  interference,  either  by  strong  remonstrance  or 

positive  demand  ?    In  effecting  so  ndble,^  so  just,  and  so 

humane  a  purpose,  what  had  v^e  to  contend  with  ?    One 

^  hundred  and  fifty  Cadiz  monopolists,  and  their  mi^ce-i 

tiaiy  partizans.    And  were  not  the  entire  influence  and 

^sacrifices  of  Bnghnd,  superiour  to  such  a  faction?    The 

•  means  this  fection  used,  to  neutralize  the  good  wishes  of 

a  krge  fortioa  of  the  Spanish  communilTV  was,  by 
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j^rititFng  tfaciffdMettaiid  most  mafavoteiit  miwcprpieo* 
tatiotift/tliat  ever  issued  from  a  slanderous  pr^ss,  oT  were 
Invented  by  iliaKce«  And  Was  not  our  fair  use  of  the  preM, 
a  means,  even,  if  no  other  could  avail,  6f  counteractfi^  ttA 
poison,  or  of  correcting  opinions^  in  wUdltyften,  our 
own  national  honour  was  implicated  ?  The  grounds  on 
whic^  the  Spanish  Americans  acted,  were,  then,  fuHjr 
artd  c^ciaHy  known  to  us;  and  it  might  be  imagtndd^ 
from  the  pitctical  Experience  of  one  illustrious  member 
M  the  cabinet,  one,  who  had  been  an  eye  witness  of  the 
very  abuses,  disorders,  and  hardships,  of  which  the  ultra- 
matihe  provinces  complained,  and  when  the  urgency  was 
so  great,  that  pfudence  and. foresight,  might  have  8ug« 
gested  some  timely  plan,  to  guard  agkinst  so  nmny  evife 
which  were  about  to  befall  our  allies;  and  which  \vimH, 
materially,  weaken  the  state,  we  were  strongly  bound  to 
•upport  England  was,  at  that  time,  as  a  point,  destined 
to  connect  and  conciliate,  these  clashing  interests  be- 
tween breAren ;  she  was  the  bond  of  union,  alone,  ca- 
pable of  knitting  the  two  halves  of  the  Spanish  monarchy 
closely  tc^ether;  and  each,  had  the  most  substantial  motives 
to  hope*  thait  she  would  never  cast  from  her  shoulders^  a 
isacred  duty,  which  honour,  the  welfare  of  her  mutual 

s  of  her  own  subjects,  had 

nation,  at  that  time,  have 
mtal  to  the  happiness  of  a 
pte,  who  had  been  left  no 

and  degraded  $u))ml8sion, 
war,  waged  against  them» 

nation?  Was  not  this  a 
the  display  of  British;  jus* 
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t|ce»  ^nd JSrkifth  pbilwthropy )  .A  feeliog  interest j  9 
9m^i^  ws(rmtlv  and  benevolent  promptitude,  eye;i  bor^ 
flaring  ^Q  a  geaerous  .iadiscretioo,  bave»  uniforpily^  beea 
|be  chanictemtlca  of  the  British  government,  when  call* 
ed  upon  to  protect  rights  and  to  afford  a  shield  for  suffers 
uig  virtue.  This  has  been  the  case,  when  common  in- 
terests, alone,  bound  her  to  the  fate  of  nations;  why.  then 
sileiK^,  coldness,  and  indifference  to.  Spanish  America* 
npMT,  by  4  recent  alliance,  as  well  as  by  great  and.  willing 
sacrifices  made  against  the  common  enemy,  participatii^^ 
i^  a  communion  of  inter^st;8;  and  formerly,  the  object  of 
our  promises  and  pledges?  In  other  quarter^,  and  in  pur- 
Mit  of  a  less  just  cause,  Eng^nd  has  not  been  content 
with  aacrifices  and  perseverance;  but  the  benevolent 
magnanimity  of  her  subjects,  has  .also  been  desirous  of 
healing  wounds,  inflicted  by  the  ravages  of  war,  and 
even  of  alleviating^  the  distress  of  individual  sufferers. 
Almost  every  nation  of  the  European  continent,  even 
the  Indians  of  North .  America^  at  one  time  or  pther, 
have  experienced  the  consolations  and  fatherly  aid  of 
£ngland9  and  the  sympatljiies  of  her  people.  Spanidi 
AmericjEt,  alone,  is  overlooked  and  forgotten.  Was  this 
section,  of  the  globe,  alone,  undeserving  of  our  anxiety  i 
On  it,  we  behold  the  most  dreadful  of  all  calamities, 
ready  to  burst;  we  see  a  decree,  rash,  impolitic,  and 
destructive,  carried  into  effect,  and,  already,  is  European 
Sfmin  deprived  of  her  best  resources,  whilst  her  Ameri* 
can  provinces,  present  a  picture  of  indiscriminate  mur- 
dert  anarchy,  and  destruction.  And,  still,  from  delicacy 
we  dare  not  interfere.  Yet,  we  have  induced  Sicily  to 
change  her  constitution,  to  new  model  her  laws  and 
cuslpws;.  and  we  lode  for  the  gratitude  of  that  people  ia 
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whose  regeneration  we  have,  thiw^  cooperatedi  V^ 
have  dictated  in  Portugal,  and  have  placed  a  Britiah 
<}eneral  over  the  armies  of  Spain;  and  we,  th^e,  con- 
ceive we  have  been  fulfilling  the  sacred  duties  of  a  potent 
"andfkithful  ally;  in  short,  for  all  our  political  friends,  in 
Europe,  we  have  made  the  greatest  sacrifices  and  exer- 
tions; for  their  welfere,  freedom,  and  well-being,  we 
have  fought  and  struggled;  yet,  after  ^ the  most  solenm 
pledges  and  promises,  are  on  record;  after  frequent  and 
unsought  protestations  6f  sincere  friendship  and  regard, 
unconditional,  and  unlimited  by  time,  we  hesitate,  we 
are  afraid,  nay,  we  appear  ashamed,  of  lifting  up  our 
hands,  toward  off  the  blow  of  destruction  from  the 
heads  c^  our  transatlantic  friends,  those  who  have  been 
the  object  of  our  long  and  reiterated  offers.  When, 
their  unhappy  country,  has  been,  for  more  than  four 
years,  drenched  in  the  blood  of  their  fellow-citizens ; 
and  when  murder  iand  desolation,  have,  there,  reared 
their  ghastly  heads,  in  every  quarter,  we  can  no  longer 
find  time,  to  pour  the  balm  of  comfort  into  the  gaping 
wounds  of  these  our  new  allies,  as  well  as  our  ancient 
friends.  When  the  subsequent  abreviated-  detail  of 
havoc  and  injustice,  which  have  originated  from  the 
coldness  of  England,  and  the  rash  and  precipitate  con- 
duct of  the  Cadiz  Regency,  meets  the  eye  of  a  British 
minister,  or  the  ear  of  a  benevolent  but  uninformed  pub- 
lic, the  tear  of  sympathy  cannot  be  withheld  from  the 
one,  nor  the  glow  of  indignation  from  the  other. 

The  cabinet  of  St.  James,  did  not,  however,  content 
itself  with  entirely,  abstaining  from  all  interference  in 
behalf  of  the  outraged  provinces  of  Spanish  America,  lor 
by  its  public  and  official  conduct,  it  negativdy  expressed 
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^n  approval  of  the  conduct  of  the  Regency,  rather  than 
testified  a  just  and  dignified  interest,  for  the  sufferings 
ef  Spanish  America,  or  sympathy  for  the  desolation  that 
was  about  to  ensue.  Lord  Liverpool,  on  29th  June,  1810, 
wrote  to  General  Layard,  governor  of  Curacoa,  in  the 
foUowitig  terms :    "  that  his  Britannic  Majesty  has  the 
greater  motives  for  forming  these  hopes* 
inhabitants  of  Caracas  will  re-establish  tl 
Spain,  which,  as  before  shewn,  were  nc 
declaration  of  war,  on  the  part  of  the  lat 
place)  **  from  the  Regency  established  in 
appeared  to  have  adopted,  with  regard  tc 
of  America,  the  same  wise  and  generouj 
fore  adopted  by  the  Supreme  Junta,  of  e 
relations  between  all  parts  of  the  Spanisl 
the  most  liberal  footing,  by  considering  the  provinces  of 
America,  as  integral  parts  of  the  empire,  and  by  admit- 
ting its  inhabitants,  to  share  in  the  Cortes  of  the  whole 
kingdom*    This  letter,  was  communicated  to  the  Cadist 
government,  and  published  in  the  gazette  there,  as  a  kind 
of  confident  support  to  the  measures  of  the  Regency, 
Governor  Layard,  was  also  authorised  to  make  every  pub- 
lic use  thereof,  and  it  was,  consequently,  transmitted  to 
Caracas,  and  there  inserted  in  the  public  papers.*  What 
a  contrast  in  the  sentiments  of  this  letter,  written  as  a 
l)asis  for  the  politica'.  conduct  of  England,  with  regard 
to  American  Spain,  when  compared  with  the  documents 
£,and  F.  on  which  the  preceding  remarks  have  been 
made!  What  a  variance  between  the  opinion  of  Lord» 

*  This  letter  of  Lord  Liverpool  to  Governor  Layardi  is  found, 
.  ^Btire,  in  £1  Espa&o),  Ko.  6. 
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Wellesley  and  Liverpool!  One  says,  that  promises,  delu-. 
sive,  and  unaccompanied  by  works,  are  all  that  the  Cen- 
tral Junta,  has  done  in  favour  of  Spanish  America ;  and, 
the  other,  as  much  as  tells  her  inhabitants,  that  every 
thing  has  been  done  for  them,,  consistent  with  justice 
and  reason.  The  one  gives  a  faithful  picture  of  the  de- 
graded situation  of  the  Peninsular  government,  and  the 
other,  enters  into  a  panegyric  on  its  liberal  systems. 

Lord  Liverpool,  when  he  penned  the  above  dispatch, 
must  have  been  unaware  of  the  real  situation  of  the  ul- 
tramarine provinces;  and  urged  by  his  anxious  solici- 
tude to  preserve  harmony  with  the  Peninsula,  and  fear- 
ful of  giving  fresh  motives  of  jealousy  and  distrust,  he 
laid  the  blame  of  dissentions,  which  he  foresaw  and 
feared,  to  that  quarter,  where  the  primordial  causes  did 
not  exist.  The  Spanish  Americans,  on  the  best  grounds, 
might  have  asked  the  Noble  I-.ord,  when  he  thus  con- 
demned their  conduct,  what  the  government  of  Spain 
bad  done  in  their  behalf;  and  at  the  period  when  he 
penned  his  dispatch,  what  proof  he  had  to  substantiate 
his  assertions  ?  They  had  been,  long,  living  under  a  sys- 
tem, of  which  despotism  was  a  fixed  and  fundamental 
principle;  had  this,  then,  ceased  to  exist?  Could  his 
Lordship  then  prove,  that  personal  freedom,  the  impar- 
tial administration  of  justice,  the  increase  and  advance- 
ment of  commerce  and  agriculture,  reform  in  their  mode 
of  national  education,  in  financial  and  military  arrange- 
ments, in  short,  all  that  tends  to  perfect  and  secure  na- 
tional independence,  had  been  granted  to  Spanish  Ame- 
rica ?  Were  unfair  restraints,  no  longer,  imposed  on  the 
domestic  economy  of  any  orders  of  the  state ;  and  was 
the  administration  of  justice,  guided.on  principles,  so  as 


Digitized  by 


Google 


221 

lo  secure  to  every  man,  his  personal  freedom  and  proper- 
ty ?  Did  loccil  aiterests,  no  longer,  palsy  the  plans  of  ge- 
r^erai  gov^^inuient;.  and  were  the  public  laws  founded  on 
tiie  true  interests  of  the  nation  at  large,  and  not  of  any 
individual  class  of  inhabitants,  or  of  any  particular  sec- 
Uoa  ?  For  three  hundred  years,  the  whole  world  had  be- 
held Spanish  America,  governed  by  the  arbitrary  acts  of 
n>ilitary  despots,  from  whose  mandates  there  was  no  ap- 
peal ;  and,  was  this  reign  of  terror,  then,  at  an  end  ?  The 
prisons,  had  only  been  emptied  of  sufferers,  where  the 
energy  of  the  people,  had  broken  their  own  chains; 
and,  w^ere  these  victims  to  return  to  their  solitude  and 
misery,  because  the  Spanish  government  had  made  verbal 
promises,  in  which  the  heart  had  no  share  ?  In  short,  if 
those  restraints,  of  which  the  British  government  itself, 
had  often  complained,  were  not  then  removed ;  and^  if 
the  ultramarine  provinces,  had  not  been  freed  from  all 
those  vexations,  which  impede  the  course  of  justice, 
which  oppress  and  damp  genius  and  industry  ;♦  which 
subdue  the  spirit,  which  convert  free  and  social  beingi^j 
ii^to  abject  and  degraded  vassals,  and  render  their  condi- 
tion, that  of  dependant  slaves;  the  notification  of  its 
being  the  wish  and  policy  of  England,  for  the  sections 
of  Spanish  America,  to  re-establish  their  bonds  with  the 
mother-country  f  that  is,  again  to  invest  their  ex-viceroyB 
and  ex-captain-generals  with  their  former  powers,  and  to 

*  Can  it  be  credited,  thai  whilst  the  Spanish  government  ordered 
the  tobacco  to  be  plucked  up  in  the  sectiens  of  Spanisk  America,  the 
king,  as  tobacconist-general,  was  payii|^  to  Portugal,  annually,  six 
hundred  thousand  doUari,  for  what  was  supplied  him  from  the 
Srazils? 
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return,  with  full  penitence  and  submission,  under  the 
control  of  the  Cadiz  Regency,  the  object  which  the  lat- 
ter exclusively  sought,  was  no  less  than  impUcating  the 
Dame  of  England,  in  tte  acts  of  the  Spanish  government, 
and  upholding  the  grounds  of  its  proceedings.  If  we 
had  no  balm,  no  consolation,  to  bestow  on  an  injured  and 
unoffending  people,  at  least,  we  might  have  spared  them 
the  pang  of  being  scoffed  at  in  Cadiz,  by  this  letter  being 
there  produced  by  the  monopolists,  as  a  kind  of  sanction 
to.  those  measures,  which  they  had  induced  the  Regency 
to  adopt;  and  which  the  liberal  mind,  could  not  fail  to 
disapprove.  Certainly,  the  sound  judgment  of  Lord  Liver- 
pool, in  this  particular,  must  have  slumbered ;  nor  could 
the^e  instructions  ever  have  been  intended,  as  a  basis  for 
that  line  of  conduct^  afterwards  followed  by  the  governor 
of  Curacoa,  in  his  relations  with  the  unfortunate  sufferers 
pf  Caracas,  of  which,  notice  will,  hereafter,  be  taken. 

§  The  silence  of  the  British  government  on  the  declara^ 
tion  of  war  against  Caracas,  together  with  other  general 
traits  of  negative  disapprobation,  on  its  part,  as  well  as 
on  that  of  some  of  its  ofl^cers ;  the  disdain,  witl^  whii:h 
the  appeals  c^  the  Spanish  Amerieao^  were  treated,  and 
the  indifference,  with  which  the  fleets  amiUtrmies  of 
Spain,  were  see.n  to  gross  the  Atlantic,  for  the  exercjisa 
€}ii  revenge,  and  the  spilling  of  more  innocent  blood, 
j^mour^ted,  in  the  minds  of  a  suffering  people,  to  no  less^, 
than  a  positive  approval  of  the  conduct  of  Spain,  and  an 
actual  condemnation  of  that  of  the  Spanish  Americans* 
Yet,  would'  it  not  have  been  more  salutary,  fbr  some 
mutual  explanation  to  ha^fe  taken  place,  under  the  gtia* 
Mntee  of  England.;  Would  it  not  have  beai  better,  that 
the  provinces  of  Spanish  America^  had  been  enabled  to 
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found  fitempomfy:  government^  suited  to  their  territorial 
4nd  local  interests,  as  well  as  conformable  to  their  manners 
smi  habits^  duBng,  at  least  the  time^  whilst  the  functions 
of  the  crown  were  suspended  ?  In  their  acts,  they  com* 
plaint,  that  ttaa  produce  of  their  imposts,  was  devoted  to 
purposes,  entirely  foreign  to  them ;  might  they  not  have 
been  satisfied,  that  these  were  moderate,  fairly  distribute 
ed,  and  applied  to  uses,  both  beneficial  and  of  general 
good?  They  lamented,  that  in  their  own  country,  they 
w^re  treated  as  aliens,  and  that  every  spring  of  private 
and  public  prosperity,  was  dosed  to  them,  by  odious 
and  onerous  monopolies ;  and  would  it  not  have  beeni 
more  poKticy  ibat  their  reasonable  wishes  should  haVe 
been  accomplisbed  ?  Would  it  not  have  been  mofe  prO- 
dent,  and  more  equitable,  in  Spdn  herself,  changing 
Ihose  very  chieft,  who  bad  tlwajrs*  be^n  the  instruments 
of  the  despots^n  of  the  courts  and  of  the  ministers  in 
pdwer,  from  whom  they  received  their  hominations? 
WottlditTSot  bave  been  more  advisable,  to  have  establish* 
ed  such  a  extern,  as  would  have  left  both  the  govern* 
ma)t>  and  the  people  governed,  without  suspicion  and 
distrust  ?  Would  it  not,  moreover,  hsfcve  been  more  ho* 
Biourable,  io  have  converted  the  political  changes  of  the 
Peninsula,  also,  into  sources  of  public  benefit,  in  Spanish 
America  ?  Would  not  this,  in  short,  have  been  the  best 
possible  security  of  the  social  happiness,  and  consequent* 
)yj  of  the  tranquillity  of  the  inhabitants  of  all  American 
Spain? 

Had  England,  in  dne  time,  notified  to  Spain,  in  a  dig* 
nified  and  strenuous  manner,  that  as  the  joint  guardian 
of  t^  rights  of  the  lamented  Ferdinand^  she  could  never 
consent  to  an  act^  that  w^  about  to  pliK»  them  in  the 
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greatest  clanger;  and,  when  the  uilfoFtutMEte  conse^' 
quences  of  that  indiscreet  act,  had  becbme  manifest  and 
urgent,  if  she  had,  strongly,  signified,  that  she  was,  inse- 
parably bent  on  the  restoration  of  peace ;  had  she,  firmly 
and  oiHTicially,  convinced  both  parties  what  wlis  consistent 
with  the  object  of  the  general  league,  in  which  all  were 
crtgaged  i  and  what  was,  at  i\\e  same  time,  in  strict  ac- 
cordance with  the  honour  and  safety  of  those  most  irti- 
ftiediately  coikiemed  ;  during  the  time  of  the  Cadiz  Re* 
gency,  dufing  the  visit  of  Lord  Wellington  to  Cadiz>  on 
our  rtrpture  with  the  United  States,  after  many  of  6ur 
brrlJiant  victories,  when  the  hopes  of  the  nation  were 
high,  arid,  particularly  on  the  removal  of  the  Cortea  ttt 
Madrid,  as^well  as  on  other  occasions;  the  objections  to 
om  mediatory  interference,  which  only  lingered  in  the 
bosoms^  of  the  illiberal,  and  were  only  kept  alive  by  the 
conflicts  of  a  d^speriate  yiiir  faction,  might  have  been 
^lenced ;  and  in  that  interesting  portion  of  the  glQbe»  lo 
which  I  allude,  the  tears,  might  very  long  stnce».  have 
Wen,  wiped,  from  the  eyes  of  distress  and  misery,  and  tb^ 
cheering  prospect  of  repose  and  prosperity,  might  3^111^ 
have  been  opened* 

'  In  the  general  avowal  of  the  sentiments  of  the  Spa« 
nish  Americans,  such,  for  example,  as  are  contained  in 
documents  E.  and  F.  was  there  nothing  that  merited  thie 
consideration  and  gratitude  of  England,  individually ; 
and  was  there  no  disposition,  during  a  period  of  four 
years  of  bloody  war,  she  could  improve,  for  the  general 
good,  even  as  the  ally  of  European  Spaih  ?  Unfortunate- 
ly, the  disorder  that  required  an  immediate  retnedy,  was 
suffer^  to  tinger  and  increase ;  and  its  nK)st  dangerous 
symptoms, '  were  disregarded^  till  the  case  became  e^*-^ 
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tremely  aggravated.    If  the  sacred  tie^  which  bound  ps 
to  the  Spanish  monarchy,  failed  to  excite  in  us,  a  strong 
anxiety  for  the  welfare  of  its  best  half,  amidst  thq  o^h 
scure  clouds  of  doubt  and  fear^  by  which  we  were  tl^Qin 
surrounded,  could  we  not  there  discover  a  br^t  spot,  on 
which  to  rest  our  future  policy  and  hopes  ?  It  was  evident, 
that  the  more  communications  we  opened  with  Spanisji 
America,  and  ttie  more  gratitude  we  infused  into  the 
bosoms  of  her  inhabitants,  the  more  we  bound  th^t  rising 
country,  to  our  interests,  and  the  greater  strength  we 
thereby  acquired*    England  might  then,  as  she  yet  m^y, 
have  produced  a  confederation  between  European  anji 
American  Spain,  on  a  basis,  in  unison  with  the  wishes  of 
the  advocates  of  rational  freedom,  and  even  stronger, 
than  any  bond  of  political  union,  that  before  existed. 
One,  that  by  casting  off  the  yoke  of  despotic  power,  ap4 
establishing,  in  its  place,  a  paternal,  legal,  and  venerable 
government,  such  a  one,  that  even  the  benevolent  Fe$« 
dinand,  might  have  approved,  would  have  given  reno* 
vated  strength  to  the  Spanish  empire  of  both  hemise 
pheres,  and  connected  its  detached  parts,  still  mor^ 
closely  together.    Gratifying,  as  is  the  contemplation  qf 
all  that  has  been  achieved  by  England,  for  the  repose 
and  well  being  of  the  world,  a  dark  cloud  has  long  over- 
hung the  western  continent  of  Spain;  and  ampngst^th^ 
numerous  vvreaths  of  never  fading  laurel,  with  whifih  th^ 
former  has  crowned  the  heads  of  her  champions,  fight- 
ing for  the  rights  and  liberties  of  Europe,  has  she  np 
civic  wreath  in  store,  for  the  wise  and  politic  miniptai^ 
who,  by  his  exertions,  shaH  dissipate  this  gloom,  whp 
shall  restore  peace  to  Spanish  Columbia,  and  open  her 
unexplored  resources  to  more  general  enterprise?  Could 
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England  require  a  greater  glory,  or  a  more  Consoling  re- 
.  flection,  than  to  pour  the  balm  of  comfort,  into  the 
•  bleeding  wounds  of  seventeen  millions  of  people,  and 
thus  merit  their  eternal  blessings  ? 

§  Whoever  goes  back,  to  the  early  stages  of  the  4*8^ 
sentions  here  alluded  to,  and  contemplates  the  degraded 
situation  in  which  the  ultramarine  provinces  stood,  will 
not  hesitate  to  confess,  that  the  government  of  Spain, 
liad  many  acts  of  justice  to  do  for  the  inhabitants  of  the 
former;  and  that  an  extensive  and  radical  reform,  conse- 
quently became  one  of  its  primary  duties.  Yet,  we  saw 
the  whole  of  the  administration  of  the  Central  Junta,  and 
of  the  Regency,  pass  by,  and  not  an  effective  measure  of 
alleviation  to  the  wrongs  of  the  Spanish  Americans,  was 
carried  into  effect.  The  first  did,  indeed,  declare  them 
equal  in  rights  with  their  European  brethren;  yet,  the 
Regency  immediately  afterwards,  forbade  them  a  free 
*trade,  more  essential  to  their  interests,  than  any  thing 
'else.  Even  the  new  constitution  of  Spain,  makes  them 
equal,  yet  in  so  doing,  prohibits  them  that  trade,  which 
the  inhabitants  of  the  Peninsula  themselves  enjoy;  as 
will,  hereafter,  be  more,  fully,  noticed.  The  Spanish 
Americans  then,  have,  hitherto,  been  living  under  falla- 
cious assurances,  without  any  grounded  reliance  on  the 
firm  and  impartial  faith  of  their  lawgivers  at  home;  who, 
certainly,  ought  to  have  been  the  steady  preservers  and 
careful  and  zealous  guardians  of  their  civil  rights,  as 
well  as  of  those  of  the  European  portion  of  the  commu- 
nity. The  Spanish  Americans  were  declared  equal  in 
rights,  yet,  the  Juntas  of  La  Paz  and  Quito,  were  mur- 
dered for  the  exercise  of  this  equality;  the  same  wa9 
attempted  with  that  of  Chili,  and  public  war  ia*  pro-» 
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claimed  against  that  of  Caracas.  They  are  declared 
equal  in  rights,  yet,  in  Caracas  and  Mexico,  every  one, 
fevourable  to  the  formation  of  a  Junta  to  represent  Fer- 
dinand, is  buried  in  dungeons*  They  were  declared 
equal  in  rights,  yet  they  are  ordered  still  to  endure  the 
odious  clogs,  and  the  mad  and  unprincipled  monopoly  of 
150  Cadiz  merchants.  They  were,  in  short,  declared 
equal  in  rights,  but  these  were  promises,  as  hollow,  as 
those  of  the  Central  Junta  to  Mr.  Frere,  The  subse^ 
quent  conduct  of  the  Cortes,  as  will  be  shewn  in  a  re- 
tiew  of  their  transactions  with  regard  to  Spanish  Ame* 
rica,  has  been  a  punctilio,  not  to  deviate  from  the  mea* 
sures  of  their  predecessors  the  Regents;  and  the  preci* 
pitate  and  summary  discussion  of  this  important  ques-^ 
tion,  like  the  hasty  investigation  of  the  Boston  port  bill, 
during  the  struggle  of  our  own  transatlantic  possessions, 
has  rather  been  the  real  and  efficient  cause  of  the  pro- 
longation of  so  many  disasters,  than  any  conviction  that 
the  war  was  Just.  This  negligence  and  lukewarmness 
on  the  part  of  the  Cortes,  has,  also,  in  a  great  degree, 
been  owing  to  the  temporary  triumph  of  the  Cadiz  mer-, 
cantile  interests,  and  their  influence  over  the  press;  and 
it  is  a  melancholy  reflection,  yet,  founded  on  correct 
data,  that  such  illiberal  principles  as  these,  should  have 
been  the  chief  barriers,  which  have  obstructed  redress^ 
and  justice,  to  those  who  had  so  long  suffered. 

Gratitude  and  political  expediency,  alone,  as  before 
fully  evinced,  might  have  roused  the  justice  of  the  pew 
governments  of  the  Peninsula,  if  no  other  more  equitable 
principle  existed;  and  the  firpt  display  of  loyalty  ac* 
cpmpanied  by  copious  remittances  from  the  ultramarine 
provinces^  might  have  been  made  the  basis  of  an  ex- 
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tensive  and  liberal  systemt  Yet,  one  government  sue* 
ceeded  the  other,  and  no  reform  was  thought  of;  nor 
were  any  of  those  effective  concessions  granted,  which 
Lord  Wellesley  indicated,  as  the  only  means  of  produc- 
ing permanent  good.  One  of  the  first  acts  of  the  Cadiz 
Regency,  was  to  annul  its  own  decree  of  free  trade,  un- 
der aggravations,  which  must  have  roused  the  injured 
feelings  of  the  most  weak  and  submissive.  Fresh  powers 
were  sent  over  to  the  colonial  chiefs,  for  the  purposes  of 
rendering  their  administration  more  severe,  and  conse* 
quently  more  oppressive.  A  most  tyrannical  plan  of 
Espionage  was  set  on  foot;  victims  of  resentment,  everjr 
where,  abounded;  and  in  order  to  cloak  and  support  all 
these  vexations,  the  course  of  public  justice,  was,  actu- 
ally, declared  suspended.  An  order  was  sent  out,  to  im- 
pede the  circulation  of  all  newspapers,  except  the  gazette 
of  the  Cadiz  Regency ;  and  this  was  only  tolerated,  when 
officially  transmitted  by  the  government  to  its  agents. 
The  situation  of  Spanish  America,  was,  in  fact,  rendered 
worse,  by  the  new  changes  in  the  Peninsula;  for  fresh  and 
galling  insults,  were  added  to  the  increased  acts  of  in- 
justice on  the  part  of  the  governmental  agents;  and  on 
the  degradation  of  old  systems,  renewed  terrors  were 
ingrafted.  This  systematic  terror,  rose  to  such  a  heigbt, 
that  in  Lima,  the  editor  of  a  public  paper,  for  telling  the 
inhabitants  of  Spanish  America,  that  they  had  a  country 
(patria)  was  arrested  and  sent  home  a  prisoner;  and  in 
other  sections,  many  other  despotic  acts  might  be  enu- 
merated* Yet  by  Spain,  the  ultramarine  JDrovinces  are 
told  to  endure  all  these  hardships,  without  repining;  arid 
England,  by  her  indifference,  tells  them,  tliey  are  to  ex- 
pect no  redress,  as  long  as  she  is  linked  Id  the  parent 
^tate. 
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The  rancour  of  the  Cadiz  governments,  as  before  de- 
monstrated^ became  analagous  to  the  interests  by  which 
it  was  first  roused;  and  it  was  afterwards  kept  alive,  by 
every  base  artifice  and  design.  But,  that  this  blindness^ 
and  this  infatuation,  should,  in  like  manner,  have  per- 
vaded the  acts  of  the  British  government,  and  the  con- 
duct of  its  agents,  is  the  most  unaccountable  of  all  poli- 
tical solecisms;  and  if  it  proves  no  more,  it  at  least 
evinces,  that  the  extent  and  importance  of  this  subject, 
did  not  receive  due  and  timely  consideration ;  and  that 
it  was  treated,  rather  as  an  every  day  incident,  than  as 
one  of  the  great  occurrences,  which  the  page  of  history", 
will,  at  a  future  period,  have  to  record.  In  fact,  the 
whole  ot  the  changes,  which  have  taken  place  in  Spanish 
America,  within  the  last  four  years,  have  excited  less 
interest  and  sensation  in  England,  than  would  have  been 
caused,  by  any  alteration  in  one  of  the  petty  States  of 
Germany,  or  by  a  change  in  the  governmental  forms,  of 
the  citizens  of  the  Alps.  Thus,  has  it  happened,  that 
.  every  thing  was  thrown  on  the  chances  of  a  war,  not  of 
coHunon  hostility,  to  establish  a  right,  to  fix  a  boundary, 
or  to  dislodge  an  intrusive  enemy ;  but  one,  accompanied 
by  bloody  persecution^  and  sharpened  by  peculiar  feel- 
ings of  revenge.  It  was  the  boast  of  modern  times,  that 
civilization  had  stripped  warfare,  of  nearly  all  its  ancient 
ferocity ;  but,  in  Spanish  America,  we  see  it,  not  only 
brought  back  to  the  horrors  of  the  dark  ages,  but,  if 
possible,  rendered  more  brutal,  savage,*  and  deformed. 
The  British  officers  who  have  cooperated  in  the  Penin- 
sula, have  had  an  opportunity  of  judging  of  the  nature 
of  Spanish  troops,  and  we  have  seen  how  dangerous  it 
was,  even  to  let  them  loose,  on  the  French  natives  of  the 
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Pyrenees.  To  the  feelings  of  such  officers,  do  I  now 
appeal;  when  I  ask  the  question;  what  fetal  conse- 
quences, must  not  be  produced,  by  such  troops,  being 
let  foosei,  on  the  often   defenseless  natives  of  Spanish 

-  America,  situated^  at  a  distance,  from  the  arm  of  power, 
-and  as  it  wera,  answerable  to  no  one  for  their  excesses? 

Thence,  have  the  military  reports  of  the  European  chiefs, 

c(Mnmanding  in  that  ill-fated  country,  presented  litUe 

.  else,  than  details  <rf  individtial  murder,  and  general  mas- 

■  sacre;  as  will,  purposely,  be  shewn,  from  official  sources, 

'  in  a  detached  section  of  this  expose.   Boundless  robbely, 

indiscriminate  seizure,  vengeance,  horrid  impiety,  and 

'  atrofcious  murders,  are  the  evidences,  that  attest  the 

conduct  of  the  officers,  who  have  had  to  subject  the  insuv" 

gents;  Vitid  a  mode  of  warfare  has  been  established,  wfcich 

-  hi^  been  made  a  plea,  for  the  greatest  excesses,  and  a 
cdntinual  source  of  rapine  Jand  bloodshed,  throughout 
the  iravaged  provinces.  The  feeMng  mind  revolts  at  such 
sbenes^  but  ^hat  must  be  the  reflections  of  the  impartial 

'  Britbn,  Who  see»  the  name  of  his  own  nation,  materially 

.  implicated -in  these  horrors;  who  sees  the  instruments  of 
these  butcheries,  sent  over  cloathed  and  armed  with  those 

^  resourcesj  England  had  generously  lavished,  for  the  de- 

'  fefnceofl^ain? 

^  However  urgent  the  dictates  of  policy,  and  loud  the 
calfe  of  humanity,  nothing  on  the  part  of  either  Spam  or 
England,  has  yet  sufficed,  to  wind  up  this  long  drama  of 
horrors  and  disasters;  and  when  a  wide  and  extenikd 
civil  war,  with  all  its  attradant  scourges,  has  deformed 
and  harrowed  up  the  bosom  of  Spanish  America,  for 

*  more  than  four  years,  and  in  which,  many  hundred  thou- 
sand souls  have  been  sacrificed,  not  an  effective  measure 


Digitized  by 


Google 


m 

df  pacification,  \^s  been  organized;  but,  rather,  the  issue 
»o££dl,  has  been  left  to  a  system,  founded  on  mutual  ruiii» 
cemented  by  blood,  and  generating  vice  and  misery  in 
.,m(}less  succession.    As  the  governments  of  Spain,  have 
.  tatoen  a  more  regular  form,  we  sh^U  hereafter  see,  that 
Iba  deputies  representing  the  American  {provinces  in  the 
,  Cortes,  have  often  coraplaii^ed  of  these  horrors,  and  have 
., lamented  the  unfortunate  caus^  which  gave  rise  to 
,  them.    They  have  fully  and  repeatedly  manifested  their 
:  ba^ia;  by  urging,  unfair  mondpolie^,  inequality  of  repre- 
swlation,  the  vices  of  the  colonial  regimen,  and  the  hard- 
iships^  undi^r  which  the  Spanish  Americans  laboured,  as 
^JthQ.grwnds  of  all  these  disasters ;   and  till  such  time  as 
V  it/is  pwi?ed,  that  the  councils  of  Spain,  have  reformed 
,  ^1  these;  points;  that  the  claims,  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
,^  ultramariQe  provinces,  have  received  a  fair  and  impartial 
discp09ion,  and  that  they  have  been  restored  to  their 
^  Jcaag  invaded  rights^  the  government  of:  Spain,  alone,  is 
_a»isswerable  for  all  the  cHmes  and  horrors,  committing  in 
.the  injured  provinces  bi  Spanish  America;  as  is  England, 
.  fot.tlMit  waste  of  lives  and  treasure,  which  might  have 
.;beem.useful  in  Europe;  for  that  destruction,  which  esn- 
«ues;  and  for  those  dangers,  to  which  the  Spanish  Ame- 
ricans are  exposed.     She  is  ans^^aerable,  by  giving  a 
.  pledge  of  Bational  faith,  to  at  least,  an  obscure  and 
li^igeTOUs  condition,  open  to  abuse  and  misrepres^ta* 
tion — ^by,not.  stipjulatingfor  a  trade,'in^  fevour  of  her  own 
.  subject^,  whic^  alone,  would. have  prevented  these  evils 
..  that,  have  followed— by  suffering  the  Cadiz .  Regency,  to 
,  declare  an  iiiyust  and  impolitic  war— by  not  putting  a 
timely   ]:emedy   to   calamities  which  make   humanity 
.  shudder— and  hy  suffering  those  resources  sent  to  Spain, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


3d2 

for  a  prosecutioii  of  a  just  war  againtt  ike  Frendi,  ta  be 
employed  on  the  other  side  of  tint  Atlantic,  in  the  for-* 
therance  of  yieW8»  founded  on  iqjustio^  iHibezrikjr^  uid 
the  most  flagrant  of  all  invasiont  of  right  Enghoid,  hm 
also  been  to  blame^  for  girn^  to  tbe  monopolttts  <tf 
Cadiz,  frequent  causes  of  triumph  in  the  realisatioii  of 
their  views;  and  particularly,  after  all  her  indiflfevence^ 
in  herself  celebrating  one  of  the  greatest  horrors  that  Ikft 
most  dreadftil  visitations  of  nature,  or  the  fell  revrage  of 
unprincipled  power,  could  bring  amongst  a  detached 
portion  of  the  human  race,  as  will  be  hereafter  sbewm 

Accustomed  as  England  has  beai,  to  balance  her  own 
substantial  interests,  as  well  as  the  futui^  destines  6i 
empires,  her  pusillanimous  silence  respecting  the  horrors 
committing  in  Spanish  America,  whilst  actoaUy  her 
ally^  and  when  she  had  so  much  at  stake,  iq>pear8  a 
probleniy  both  sii^gular  and  unaccountable.  Ttet  Ae 
contagion  of  Cadiz'party  and  war  fection,  should,  eqoaify^ 
have  extended  to  England  and  her  agents,  is  one  of  the 
greatest  siacrifices  of  policy  and  discrimination,  that  ever 
warped  tbe  menures  of  a  potent  ally,  from  tbe  paA  of 
rectitude  and  justice.  Yet  what  other  conclunons  can 
be  drawn,  when  we  behold  <me  half  of  tbe  resources  X)f 
Spain,  rendered  useless  and  abortive;  when  we  see  an 
:  imnatural  and  cruel  war  pi^Ionged;  when  England  dis- 
regards Ae  continuation  of  horrors,  only  found  in  llie 
annals  of  a  Nero  or  a  Tiberius;  when  no  medium  ci 
i^iproxin^tfon  and  friendly  intercourse,  under  slipuia* 
tioiia  advanti^ebus  to  all  parties,  and  founded  on  libera* 
lify,  reason,  and  gratitude,  is  carried  into  efifect;  and 
when,  under  the  greatest  nicrifices  of  the  British  public, 
an  annual  trade  of  twenty  milliotts  steding^  as  will 
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najr^  vmimproved  by  no  one.    From  the  date  of.  our  allt-i 
ance  .with  the  Spanish  monarchy,  we  have  been  plunged 
in  a  erittSy  big  with. the  most  important  results,  and  such 
as  mi^t  have  filled  the  mind  of  every  friend  of  his 
ccmn^,  with  anxious  solicitude.    This  has  been  an  in* 
temd  of  alarm,  and  often  of  desp<mdency ;  whilst  the 
wbole  of  £umpe,  has  been  struggling  against  the  lawless 
amlritton  of  one  man,  who  had,  at  his  command,  the 
ttoked  resources  of  the  greatest  nation  of  the  globe.  The 
consequences  of  these  struggles,  have  been  wav  and 
mv^s  in  ei^ry  quarter  of  the  globe,  where  French  in- 
jflu^ice  could  reach;  producing  events,  more  strikii^g 
and  more  momentous,  than  the  ordinary  occurrences  of 
i^entuties.    England  has  stood  preeminent  in  her  glorious 
exertions  to  procure  that  peace,  she  has,  perhaps,  now 
jfM^Wid,  but,  all  this  time,  has  no  attempt,  by  condtia- 
ti«o,.  beM  made  for  Spanish  America,  to  obtain  an  ob« 
.  jectj^t  in  Europe,  has  cost  so  many  lives  and  so  much 
Ireaante  ?   CiMaquests  and  dear  bought  acquisitions,  have^ 
oftra,  constituted  the  leading  features  of  the  parliamen- 
tary speeches  from  the  thrcme;  but  would  it  not  have 
'  been  a  more  glorious  and  sober  boast,  that  such  a  coh- 
jtfoeat,  through  the  exertions  of  England,  had  received  a 
govermprent,  founded  in  law,  and  on  the  basis  of  equal 
representation^  instead  of  one,  built  upon  despotism, 
si^^pported  by  the  sword,  and  unaccompanied  by  rights, 
^tber  sacred  or  defined  i    Would  it  not  have  been  more 
wise  and  expedient,  that  such  a  continent,  by  means  of 
poHtioal  and  commercial  relations,  had  been  opened  to 
.  Jiritith  enterprise,  and  also  made  a  powerful  means  of 
incrtasing  tevenue,  ev^  to  Spain  ? 
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The  Idug  injufitice  of  Spain  to  the  ultramarine  pr^ 
Tiuces,  vras  evident  and  true,  would  it  not,  therefoi%, 
have  been  more  honourable,  and  more  upright^  i»^4kei 
new  Peninsular  rulers,  to  have  confessed  and  corr^^Jted 
errors,  rather  than  to  have  continued  to  deceive  them- 
selves^ l^  fallacious,  but  plausible  palliations  and  ex- 
cuses? Ingratitude,  was  the  hue  and  cry  raised  against 
the  condiict  of  the  Spanish  Americans;  it  resounded  in 
the  Cadiz  prints,  and  in  all  those  where  the  money  of 
the  monopolists  could  have  access;  nay,  at  often  re« 
echoed  in  those  of  London.  This  was,  however^  a 
means,  rather  to  cover  the  disgrace  of  convicted  folfy, 
and  to  turn  merited  odium  od  those,  who  from  distance, 
were  unable  to  make  their  own  defence.  Not,  that  the 
Americans,  have  been  altogether  free  from  blame^  or 
-exempt  from  all  censure  or  reproach.  Under  suchibd- 
iiiga  of  provocation,  they  were,  often,  loud  in  their  cos^^ 
points,  and  invective,  was  too  frequently,  mixed  with 
their  clamours.  But,  wherever  a  contrast  is  ma^  be-* 
tween  the  pieces  writteu  in  Cadiz,  and  those  produced  on 
.  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic,  the  heaviest  charge  will 
^  be  attached  to  the  first.  Even  granted  that  the  compl^iiots 
,  of  the  Spanish  Americans,  were,  in  some  instances,  ex- 
.  aggerated,  and  this  is  most  that  can  be  alleged  against 
.  them;  even  supposing  the  terms  in  which  they  were 
conveyed,  were  angry,  disrespectful,  and  irritating,  their 
counterpart  was  to  be  found  in  Cadiz ;  and  it  was  besides 
clear,  that  old  degradations,  as  well  as  fresh  intemper* 
ance,  had  laid  their  foundation.  On  the  one  side,  was 
a  spirit  of  monopoly,  founded  on  illiberality,  stimulated 
by  self  interest,  and  put  in  motion  by  the  lever  of  gain; 
on  the  other,  were  galling  inco^venienees,  flowing  from 
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3f^  ^of  each  hemisphere,  which  could  not  fail  to  pro- 
^<^ce  conflicting  interests,  mutual  disgusts,   irritation^ 
^n<i  ev«n  alienatioti,  ampngst  the  suffering  roembers  of 
the  eDa|>ire»    It  could  not  fail  to  rouse  the  fee^ngs  of 
tbje  ^ost  abject  and  submissive,  to  see  gig^t  national 
interests,,  and  the  most  sacred  of  all  right?,  >yantonly 
(Sacrificed  on  the  ajitars  of  sts^t^  j^lousy,  ilUberality,  and 
moi^opoly^    Such  principles  of  conduct,  couM  only  tend 
to  perplex^  m»#re,  and  sour  that  harmony  of  measures, 
on  which  general  utility  depends;  and  acrimony  and 
.ejunity,  were  inevitably  to  flow,  from  a  flagrant  and 
. insulting: viQ!atiori  of  those  establishments  of,  justice  and 
^legislation,  which  are  the*  only  solid  and  just  basis,  x>f 
the  ^uDiK>ttf  suid  prosperity  of  nations.     T|^  Spanish 
Jtn^erii^aQS,  demanded  no  more,  than  to  stand  or  fall,  by 
M  those  very  laiws,  which  had  been  early  framed  for  tbeif  go- 
r  v^mm^t*^  they  persisted  for  no  other,  than  the  exeic^ 
of  Ih^se  rights,  they  had  inherited,  but  of  which,'  sue- 
:  cessive  de^poti^m  had  stripped  them.     In  short,  they 
.  sued  for  no  more,  than  a  practical  equality  with  their 
,  European  brethren,  founded  in  reason,  and  in  contradic- 
tion to  no  avowed  maxim  of  equity.    They  struggled, 
with  unabating  zeal,  for  the  exact  observance  of  those 
charters  and  gmnts,  their  forefathers  h^d  left  them,  a^  a 
sacred  inheritance;  and  of  those  sacred  pledges  of  kingly 
faith,  whose  infraction,  particularly  in  moments  such  as 
J  those,  in  which  Spain  stood;   was  not  only  forbidden, 
.  by  the  principles  of  moral  justice,  but  also,  by  the  dic- 
tates of  sound  policy.    If  they  are  blameable  for  the 
means  they  often  employed,  they  are  warranted  in  the 
.  object  to  ithich  they  aspired* 
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It  would  be  unjust  to  assert,  that  no  excesses  have 
been  committed  by  the  Creole  party;  or  to  deny,  that 
private  interest  and  individual  ambition  have,  sometimes, 
actuated  the  conduct  of  their  leaders.  With  regard  to 
the  first  charge^  partial  excesses  have  indeed  occurred^ 
to  the  great  regret  of  the  well  wishers  of  the  cause;  but 
they  have  been  such,  as  are  common  to  the  tumultuous 
assembling  of  armed  men,  roused  and  irritated,  and  who 
have  had  300  years  of  oppression,  ill  usage,  and  injustice, 
to  avenge;  but  even  from  the  confesaon  of  the  SpaniA 
government  gazettes,  I  will  afterwards  prove,  when  I 
appeal  to  the  humanity  of  the  British  nation  on  thi&  sub- 
ject, that  they  have  partaken  of  none,  of  that  premedi-^ 
tated  and  systematic  plan  of  terror  and  vengeance,  which 
has,  uniformly,  followed  the  victories  of  the  Spanish  chiefs 
abroad*  These  facts,  will  now,  for  the  (irst  time,  meet  the 
eye  of  the  British  public,  and  they  will  be  found  both 
opposed  to  the  laws  of  humanity,  and  the  legitimate 
mode  and  established  usages,  of  honourable  warfare* 
Every  one,  acquainted  with  the  records  of  history,  is 
aware  of  the  great  difficulties,  attending,  even  a  partial 
release  from  the  chains  of  despotism ;  and  must  know, 
that  even  variations,  of  a  trifling  nature,  in  the  scheme 
of  government,  have  deluged  whole  countries  with  blood 
and  ruin,  and  involved  them  in  the  most  aggravated 
miseries  of  civil  contention.  But,  there  are  traits,  that 
have  accompanied  the  war  in  Spanish  America,  which, 
besides,  being  unheard  of,  in  modem  times,  constitute  a 
monument  of  unknown  and  unnatural  crimes  and  atroci* 
ties.  This  has  been  a  war,  carried  on  by  means  of  ex- 
communications, as  in  the  dark  ages,  when  the  engines 
of  terror  and  fanaticism,  armed  Christians  against  Chris« 
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tians,  dethroned  kings,  and  bathed  their  empires  in  the 
blood  of  their  subjects.  The  author  of  the  Revolution 
de  Mexico,  speaking  of  the  degraded  state  in  which  the 
whole  of  the  Spanish  monarchy,  had  been  so  long  held; 
arid  complaining  of  the  civil  and  religious  despotism, 
prevalent  therein,  forciby  observes;  "  that,  as  the  rights 
of  the  Spanish  Americans,  to  join  in  representing  Fer- 
dinand VII.  and  to  administer  their  own  local  concerns, 
were  palpable  and  defined;  how  could  it,  otherwise, 
have  been  possible,  for  Spain  to  have  armed  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  transatlantic  provinces,  one  against  the  other; 
and  thus  hinder  their  union,  which  would  have  enabled 
them,  easily  to  have  triumphed  over  such  disproportion- 
ate numbers.  It  has  been  with  the  aid  of  this  religious 
despotism,  that  Spain  has  principally  fought  her  battles 
on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic;  for,  if  there,  the  true 
religion  of  Jesus  Christ,  had  been  known ;  had  the  gos- 
pel, there,  existed,  in  its  true  purity;  and  had  it  ceased 
to  be  the  tool  of  civil  power,  and  the  instrument  of 
despotism  and  terror;  how  could  fanaticism,  rushing 
from  the  episcopal  palaces,  and  from  the  caverns  of  the 
inquisition,  have  been  seen  to  mix  its  sable  torch  with 
the  flames  of  civil  war;  and  cause  those  to  be  held  as 
excommunicated  heretics,  who  refused  to  bend  the  knee, 
before  the  bloody  image  of  a  military  despot?" 

It  has,  therefore,  not  been  to  the  common  modes  of 
warfare,  that  the  agents  of  Spain  have  recurred,  in  order 
to  arrest  the  arm  of  justice,  and  to  inforce  a  system,  that 
would  add  to  the  past  aggravations,  under  which  the 
Spanish  Americans  had  groaned ;  nay,  would  even  de- 
prive them,  of  the  first  consolations  of  humanity.  Every 
engine,  that  malice,  vengeance,  and  fanaticism,  could 
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invent,  b&s  been  set  to  work ;  even  the  name  of  Eeglandv 
has  been  used,  by  the  votaries  of  tyranny  and  usurpa- 
tion, as  an  instrument  to  wrest  from  a  suffering  people, 
the  most  sacred  of  rights',  even  those  of  nature.  Besides, 
the  aggravated  vengeance  of  heaven,  the  terror  of  Bri- 
tish arms,  has  been  denounced  against  the  Spanish  in- 
habitants of  the  western  shores  of  the  Atlantic ;  nor  is 
there  an  artifice,  which  illiberality,  could  invent,  that 
has  been  left  unpractised. 

§  The  further  we  pursue  this  enquiry^  into  the  origin 
and  causes  of  the  dissentions,  which,  unfortunately,  ex- 
ist between  European  and  American  Spain;  and  the 
more  we  lament  the  horrors  by  which  they  have  been 
accompanied,  the  more  manifest  does  it  result^  that 
they  sprung  from  two  material  sources,  viz.  the  rash, 
unjust,  and  intemperate  conduct  of  the  Cadiz  govern- 
meqt ;  ai^  the  want  of  timely  interference,  on  the  part 
of  England.  These  two  facts,  are  not  only,  to  be  traced 
out  of  the  passing  circumstances  as  they  occurred,  but, 
^re,  also,  consonant  to  the  opinions  of  those,  who  are 
practically  acquainted  with  the  events.  The  new  go- 
venmients  of  Spain^  in  entering  on  their  functions,  were 
responsible  for  the  greatest  trust,  ever  confided  to  the 
organs  of  a  political  society;  this  was  a  period  of  pro- 
bation, in  v?hich  the  eyes  of  the  whole  world,  were  cast 
upon  them.^  Then,  was  the  moment,  to  have  established 
the  nationalsjcharacter  for  ever ;  then,  was  Spain  to  have  ' 
given  such  ht^ne*  and  energy  to  the  government,  which 
wa*  to  ad^i^ster  the  general  interests  of  both  parts  of 
the  empif(bi,l9^ would  have  enabled  it  to  answer  the  noble 
ends^  fc^(^ltich  lA  was  instituted.  It  was,  then,  in  the 
han<i6i,.'#fedth^  WM  rulers,  to  render  Spain,  as  a  nation. 
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prosperous  and  respectable ;  or,  to  lay  tlie  baste  rf  her 
future  misery  and  contempt.    This  was  the  moment^  to 
have  testified  whether  the  revolution  of  Spain,  v^s  to 
prove  a  curse  or  a  blessing;  not  only  to  the  present  race, 
but,  also,  to  generations  yet  to  come.    Under  the  con-, 
viction  of  the  importance  of  the  then  existing  crisis,  the 
new  chiefs,  in  power,  had  it  within  their  reach,  to  pro* 
mote  and  secure  those  salutary  results,  which  justice^ 
gratitude,  good  faith,  and  honour,  imperiously  prescrib- 
ed, and  which  ever  attend  on  those  virtues  and  good 
qualities,  which  enoble  the  acts  of  a  nation,  and  endear 
its  memory  to  the  rest  of  the  world.    The  new  govern- 
inents  of  Spain,  were,  however,  unfortunately  blotted 
with  the  reverse  of  all  these  cardinal  and  essential  vir- 
tues; for  influenced  by  local  prejudices,  they  were  op- 
posed to  those  mutual  concessions  which  are  always  ne- 
cessary to  general  prosperity;  and  in  many  ittitances^ 
that  might  be  quoted,  they  were  not,  even,  disposed,  to 
sacrifice  their  own  individual  advantages,  to  the  welfore 
of  the  community  at  large.    In  short,  I  may  add,  that 
the  most  essential  points,  relating  to  the  well-being,  nay, 
to  the  existence  of  Spain,  have  been  controlled  by  party 
and  local  prejudices,  whilst  the  voice  of  sacred  justice^ 
has,  scarcely,  been  heard. 

Had  not  this,  unfortunately,  been  the  CM^  the  new 
rulers,  would  never  have  been  so  unmindful  of  those  im- 
perious obligations  of  honour  and  equity;  lor,  would 
they  ever  have  misjudged  the  real  interests  off  the  oatkm 
so  much,  as  to  withhold  their  consent  to  a  Measure,  on 
the  part  of  the  Spanish  Americans,  that  w«f  ^lipioded  on 
the  most  respectable  motives^  and  emanated  iMb  tb^ 
coitviction^  of  circumstances^  in  which  timy  bad  Ml^are* 
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Hddjeafotiqr  And  local  policy^  not  mixed  too  mucK  in 
the  public  councils,  of  the  Peninsula,  we  should  not  have 
seen  the  open  and  insulting  violations  of  those  most  sa- 
cred obligations,  which  public  and  private  contract  could 
create;  we  should  not  have  beheld  the  declarations  of 
quality,  founded  as  they  were  in  right  and  justice,  and 
even  theoretically  decreed  by  the  Central  Junta,  opposed 
in  practice,  and  only  made  a  lure  to  entrap  unwary  suf- 
ferers. Itistead  of  declaring  an  unjust  war,  and  making 
mantfest  falsehood  its  basis,  if  the  government  of  Spain, 
owing  to  its  distance,  was  unable  to  discern  between 
right  and  wrong,  it  ought,  first,  to  have  sent  over  com- 
missioners of  integrity  and  abilities,  exempt  from  thii^ 
suspicions  of  prejudice,  to  treat  with  whatever  recognized 
^gan  of  public  authority,  was  found  on  the  other  side  of 
the  Atlantic ;  with  whom,  explanations  ought  to  have 
preceded,  sound  and  liberal  ultimatums,  ought  to  have 
been  mutually  exchanged ;  and  if  her  influence  had  di* 
minisfaed,  she  ought  to  have  called  in  that  ally,  as  me- 
diator and  umpire,  who,  from  so  many  cogent  reasons, 
was  able  to  make  justice  triumphant.  A  spirit  of  rash 
persecution,  could  only  irritate  and  tend  to  connect  th$ 
Spanish  Americans  more  closely  together;  it  was,  there- 
fore, impolitic,  to  inflict  deeper  and  wider  wounds,  afresh, 
hefbre  ihe  old  ones,  were  healed.  And  when  the  alter- 
natit«  of  peace,  had,  unfortunately  gone  by,  and  wheA 
War,  with  all  its  horrors,  had  become  the  sole  arbiter  6i 
the  destinies  of  each  country,  its  tremendous  power 
ought,  at  least,  to  have  been  wielded  on  principles,  coh- 
scmant  v^fth  teasoh,  and  justice,  and  not  in  a  manner,  so 
is  to  outrital  the  horrors  of  the  most  barbarous  ages,  n 
the  suMHngs  <^  the  Spanish  Americans  were,  in  some 
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Iwtaaceir,  nttered  with  the  angry  vehemetsce  of  sojeit, 
who  bad  long  borne  galling  and  unprovoked  injuries, 
the  Spanish  nation  at  large,  ought  not  to  have  forgotten^ 
that  their  grounds  were  just  and  true;  and  that  they 
were  onlj^  directed  against  illegal  governments,  whose 
degradation  was  manifest  and  public.  Spain,  as  a  nA« 
tion  of  brethren,  ought  ever  to  have  remembered,  that 
the  ultramarii^e  provinces,  uniformly,  adhered  to  Fei^ 
dinai3t4> early  Iqst,  but  mutus^Uy  lamented;  and  that,  in  no 
^ay,  had  th^  wandered  from  their  general  all^SSWMOf • 
She  ought  to  have  borne  in  mind,  that  the  Spanish 
;A.meFicans,  bad  never  attempt^  to  plunge  the  parricidal 
weapon,  into  the  bosom  of  the  country,  from  whence 
Ihfay  djsrjy^d  their  origin;  and  that  if  a  detached  province 
liad  changed  its  flag,  it  was  not  till  after  the  ngK>st  ag- 
^ravat^d  provocations,  and  even  then»  the  sentin^ent 
'  was  not  general.  The  inhabitants  of  Spanish  Ameriot^ 
l^fivc  ever  revered  the  land  of  their  forefetbers,  and  the 
Bm^tetice  of  tbiis  affection,  is  sufficiently  proved,  by  the 
abundant  a^d  conclusive  testimony,  adduced  in  the  out« 
ptt  of  my  subject. 

:  The  new  governments  of  Spain,  ought  certeinly  to 
Ka^^  iriarked  out  for  tlieir  political  conduct,  a  more  ta« 
iii}lgent  cour$e,  instead  of  opening  the  floodgates  to  dl»« 
asters,  so  deliberate  and  extensiye.  K  the  Spanish 
i/Moericani^  had  rights,  their  &ir  and  uabiaased  discut* 
ftony  ought  not  to  have  been  prevented;  and  tiiose,  who 
constituted  themselves  their  rulers,  ought  to  have  beeii 
convinced  of  the  real  policy,  a6  well  as  of  the  morlri 
duty,  of  administering  impartial  justice^  to  sden,  who 
iiad  so  long  suffered;  and  who,  for  the  first  time^  had 
now  an  o|>{»Drtunily  cf  listening  to  the  Toice  of  ti^ihi 
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^ho  from  the  greater  degree  of  light  aad  kinywfedge^  Bf 
^hich  they  were  sunroundea,  were  enabled  to  exaiMne 
the  real  state  of  their  late  degradation ;  and  who  wchiH 
not  be  easily  induced^  particularly  by  force,  to  return  to 
-n  system,  under  which,  they  would  have  to.for^d'^  all 
thte  great  objects,  in  which  the  happiness  of  social 
beings,  is  comprised.  The  new  governments,^  could 
never  expect  to  be  called  paternal,  unless  they  treeif 
ascfented  to  the  exercise  of  those  rights,  which  beloi^ed 
to  each  portion  of  the  monarchy;  and  every  thing  was 
to  aid  in  anarchy  and  confusion,  if  partialities  stood  in- 
the  way,  of  what  was  indbpensable,  for  the  individiial 
happiness  of  alU  It  was  just  for  the  inhabitants  o£ 
Spanish  America,  to  participate  in  the  fruits  of  a  rev<rfu« 
tion,  in  which  those  of  the  Peninsula,  gloried;  and  they 
were  equally  entitled  to  enjoy  the  benefits  of  civil  liberf^^ 
under  a  form  of  government,  free  and  uncorrupted,  and 
of  sufficient  tone  and  energy ,  to  guard  them  against  the 
return  of  oppression.  This  could  only  be  effected,  con* 
-formably  to  public  and  private  prosperity,  and  ccmsidef- 
ing  the  distance  at  which  the  ultramarine  pirovinteit 
were  placed,  but  by  some  great  and  radical  change;  nor 
could  these  advantages  be  procured,  in  any  other  Way^ 
^han  by  some  limited,  but  safe,  and  well  guaranteed  • 
gytstem  cf  self-government.  Some  instmment,  ww, 
tberefore,  necessarily  to  be  adopted,  to  adniinistef  tlut 
system,  so  as  to  render  it  competent  to  the  great  ot^ectt 
ifor  which  it  was  instituted;  and  was  it  reasonable,  that 
thiainstrument  should  bea  viceroy,  possessed  of  such 
powetrs,  as  those  described  in  the  early  part  of  this  essijri  ^ 
Had  ^uity  and  good  faith^  been  the  basis  of  the  conduct . 
pfthe  new  Peninsular  governments,  that  .doubt  and  >mi« 
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the  most  vital  importance;  that  instalnlity  and  changer, 
tdndi  marked  the  footsteps  of  each  form,  they  succes* 
sirely  assinfiedy  would,  never,  have  produced  so  long  a 
t}aint>f  ill6  at  home,  and  which  coiild  not  fail  of  equally 
spreading,  to  the  other  side  of  the  waters  of  the  Atlantic* 
That  restraints  of  a  most  grievous  nature,  bent  down 
Aie  inhabitants  of  Spanish  America,  was  plain  and  ma« 
tiifest;  these  were  only  to  be  removed,  by  a  radical  ex- 
tirpation, and  this  was  not  to  be  done,  by  the  sacrifice 
^  tile  rights  of  others.  The  long  and  unrepining  suffer- 
tags  c€  the  ultramarine  provinces,  required  a  compensa* 
tion^  and  the  new  governments  were  bound  to  give  it, 
as  a  rewaM  for  the  Uood,  cai*es,  toils,  and  calamities, 
occasioned  by  the  misconduct  of  the  old  one.  Above 
M,  tfa^y  were  entitfed  to  a  patient  and  unbiassed  hear- 
iHg;  the  whole  of  which,  if  Spain  had  granted,  she 
n^ig^t  new  have  told  her  tale  to  the  world,  with  a  good 
pUke,  ahd  Ei^land  might  have  believed  her;  but,  com« 
plalnls  and  invectives,  ill'  become  tiiose^  vtrfao  were  the 
ftst  aggressors. 

-  In  Spanish  America,  at  any  period  of  these  unfortu* 
nate  dissentions,  there  was  to  be  found,  a  sincere  dispo* 
8i^i<m  t&  conciliation  and  adjustment,  which  certainly 
might  have  been  improved,  so  as  to  meet  any  just  and 
liBeM  platn,  the  legislature  of  Spain,  miglrt  bave'urged,' 
of  England  have  recommended.  Ineffectual,  also,  as 
tr%  shall  soon  shew,  all  the  exertions  of  the  American 
deputies  in  the  Cortes,  to  have  been,  to  obtain  redress 
^^theii*  constituents,  on  a  basis,  legal  and  equitable,  it' 
catfhot'be  denied,  that  amidst  the  heat  of  so  cruel  a  war^ 
fture,  there  ^existed,  on  the  part  of  the  veiy  insorrec* 
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(tioDal  duefi,  a  readiness,  not  only  to  stop  the  effuBtOB 
qf  bloody  bqt,  also,  to  enter  on  some  definitive  and  per** 
jnfii^ent  arrangement.  Hidalgo,  chirfof  the  Mexican  ibh 
jsurrection,  on  31st  of  October,  1810,  sent  two  generals,  to 
Venegas,  to  treat  for  peace;  the  only  terms  of  which 
were,  to  restore  the  Junta  and  local  authorities  of  the 
capital,  and  to  form  a  strong  cantonment  of  troops,  on 
Ifome  of  the  leading  positions  from  Vera  Cruz,  (he  deSf 
ic^t  of  the  French,  being  at  that  time,  dreaded.  Ray- 
on, when  at  ^acatecas,  likewise,  solicited  Calleja  t^ 
figiee  to  the  formation  of  a  Junta  or  Congress,  consist** 
ing  ot  Europeans  and  Americans,  respectively  elected 
by  the  province;  on  which  term*,  he  offered  to  lay 
down  his  arms.  He  barely  received  for  answer,  that  if 
be  l^id  them  down,  ^e  should  be  comprehended  in  th^ 
general  ijidult  published  by  government;  that  is,  hi^  lifi^ 
should  be  spared.  Some  time  since,  a  splemp  off^r  wap 
made  by  the  Mexican  deputy  in  the  Cortes,  to  obtain 
nu>ney  for  the  Peninsular  cause,  in  loans,  by  mortgage 
ing  the  mines  as  a  security;  provided .  Spain  would 
guarantee  the  ulterior  independence  of  the  ultramarine 
proyinces,  in  the  only  case,  of  herself  being  conquered; 
af  an  assurance  of  that  kind,  by  convincing  them,  that 
it  was  not  intended  to  bind  them  to  the  car  of  N^olfson, 
would  make  them  cease  to  be  impatient,  and  t^e  public 
mind  being  thus  tranquillized,  peace  and  confident 
"^ould  be  restored,  and  suspended  agriculture  and  the; 
working  of  tl^e  mines,  would  be  contipued.  Thi§  prcN 
posal,  as  all  others  had  been,  was  not  only  rejected  with, 
disdpin,  but,  also,  treated  as  revolutionary;  and,  aa 
offer,  liberal  ^nd  disinterested  in  itself,  and  only  sug-* 
gefted  in  consequeace  c^  that  prevailing  anxie^  of  the 
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inhabitants  of  Spanish  America,  to  know  what  was  to^ 
be  their  future  fate,  in  case  of  a  misfortune,  which  all 
thought  unavoidable,  but  which  each  deplored,  became 
a  Iresh  motive  of  persecution,  and  ati  additional  plea  fbr 
further  excesses. 

The  Junta  of  Sultej^c,  in  March,  1B12,  sent  to  the 
Viceroy  of  Mexico,  a  plan  for  peace,  which  was  intended 
as  a  basis  of  reconciliation,  and  as  a  meians  of  pteventrng 
further  effusion  of  blood.  Thjs  was  accompanied  by  a  plan ' 
for  war,  amounting  to  a  proposed  compact  between  thecoiH 
tending  parties,  respecting  the  manner  in  which  the  W»^ 
was  to  be  carried  on ;  in  order,  that  an  end  ntiight  be'  put' 
to  so  many  atrocities,  as  were  continually  committing; 
Both  were  rejected  with  disdain,  but,  as  their  content*  ^ 
are  highly  illustrative,  and  tend  to  corroborate  some  of' 
my  chief  premises,  I  annex  them  in  my  Appendix^  under* 
the  head  of  G,  together  with  their  accompanying  mani«' 
fest ;  particularly,  as  they  will  throw  considerable  light' 
on  the  exertions  of  the  Spanish  American  deputies  in 
the  Cortes,  to  bring  about  some  plan  of  pacification  and 
mutual  adjustment,  a  subject  on  which  we  shall  present- 
ly enter.  On  many  other  occasAns;  a  sincere  disposition 
to  accommodation^  was  manifested,  on  the  part  of  the 
Creoles,  which  we  shall  have  occasion  to  notice  in  th^' 
progress  of  this  expos^.    But,  whilst  Spain  af^peared  d^^ 
tennined,  not  to  submit  her  oontroversy  with  the  ultra*' 
marine  provinces,  to  the  mediation  of  a  third  power, 
England  bpre  with  the  greatest  tameness,  every  rebuff  in' 
her  offers  of  mediation ;  which  she,  appwirently,  under^ 
took,  rather  ^  a  political  experiment,  than  as  a  measure 
of  urgent  necessity,  in  which  every  possible  engine  was 
to  be  set  to  work,  and  eveiy  stremuous  means  of  success/ 
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employed.  Eveiy  pacific  disposition,  was  overiooked^  and 
no  rational  mode  of  explanation,  -was  suggested^    The 
goveram'ent  of  Cadiz,  preferred  war,  blockades,  threats, 
and  persecutions,  and  in  vain,  did  one  of  the  American 
deputies,  in  the  Cortes  insist,  that  it  was  cruel  and  inbu- 
man,  to  send  out  troops  t6  make  war  upon  bretbteii, . 
without  haying  previously  appropriated  an  hour,  to  fix 
on  some  means  of  conciliation^  or  even  given  their  rights 
and  the  basis  of  their  conduct,  a  fair  and  unbiassed  dis*; 
Gussion*   Rancour  and  animosity  now  flamed  high,  the 
Cadiz  merchants  formed  a  Junta  out  of  their  war  faction, 
which  contributed  by  loans  to  the  expence  of  the  equip- 
ments, and,  thus,  resolved  to  maintain  by  force,  what  must, 
necessarily  have  been  ceded,  if  the  ultramarine  provinces 
Itad  been  heard  and  redressed.    Ah !  one  moment's  re- 
flection, on  the  part  of  the  Cadiz  Regency,  and  timely 
exertion  on  that  of  England,  would  have  prevented 
all  these  calamities;  and  in,  like  maimer,  one  waek  of 
moderation,  justice,  and  impartiality  in  the  Coirten  Of 
Spain,  would  have  done  more  towards  the  pacificatjoii  of 
Spanish  America,  than  all  the  armies,  the  monopolist 
Gould  send  over,  or  all  |ie  engines  of  terror  aod  ven» 
geance,  they  could  set  to  work.   Yet,  on  the  precipice 
on  which  Spain,  then,  stood,  it  was  evident,  that  every 
Qieans  ought  to  have  bieen  essayed,  in  order  to  prevent 
tiie  effusion  of  human  blood,  and  the  wider  spread  of 
anarchy  and  confusion  ;  nor  was  it  less  essential  to  bus* 
band  her  own  troops  and  resources,  when  her  very  exists 
^nce,  at  home,  was  at  stake. 

Thus,  has  Spain  by  her  own  illiberality,  placed  lier 
American  provinces  in  the  greatest  danger ;  by  her  rash- 
ness, she  hat  been  plunged  into  a  war  of  extermination, 
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»idj  during  the  most  momentous  period  of  her  struggle ' 
against  France,  she  has  been  cut  off  from  those  resources, ' 
which  would  have  rendered  success  more  easy  and  cer- 
tain.   The  united  interests  of  both  countries,  were  how- 
ever sacrificed  to  puu.ctilio«  to  clashing  interests,  and  to- 
t\e  most  grpyelling  of  all  passions.    If  Spanish  America, 
Uhoured  under  grievances,  and  the  government  at  home, 
was  unable  to  redress  them ;  it  might,  at  least,  have  con** 
fessed  l^eir  existence,  and  acknowledged  its  own  inabili* 
ly,  the^  to  attend  to  their  removal.    But  time  has  not  been 
wanting,  since  there  has  been  sufficient  to  overturn  the  > 
fundamental  laws  of  the  realm,  and  to  frame  a  constitu-. 
tion,  on  a  basis,  that  could  neither  bring  permanent  hap- 
piness and  tranquillity,  to  one  portion  of  the  monarchy,- 
or  the  other.    The  reform  of   the  colonial  system  of 
Spain,  was  an  object  of  clear  and  unequivocal  import- 
ance, und  in  it,  the  enlightened  and  virtuous  citizen, 
Qould  not  fail  to  concur.    Its  defects  were  plain  and  well 
l(nown,  and  a  practical  declaration  of  rights,  or  a  com^ 
prebensive  decree,  would  have  sufficed  for  their  extinc- 
tion.   And  was  there  no  time  for  this  ?    In  grsmting  jafree 
trade»  a  disposition  to  be  just,  would  have  been  evinced; 
1)ut  even  this  was  denied,  though  of  its  equity  tod 
neccmsity,  no  great  contrariety  of  sentiment  could  prevaiL 
The  wise  and  tiiinking  part  of  the  community,  those, 
who  ^nbias8ed  by  local  ties  and  prejudices,  could  trace 
the  existing  §vils  to  their  real  source,  strongly,  recom-* 
mended  the 'incorporation  of  such  principles,  into  tha 
political  and  governing  system  of  Spanish  America,  w 
might  correct  obvious  vices*    If  Spain  had  time  for  no- 
thing else,  she  had  at  least  plenty,  to  devise  some  uniform 
system  ia  the  commeiy^ial  retetioiis  of  both  parts  of  the 
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monarchy,  which  besides  promoting  the  mutual  intere^tt 
of  each,  would  have  maintained  harmony  on  the  other, 
side  of  the  Atlantic,  and  testified  her  gratitude  to  En- 
gland. When  the  grounds,  on  which  a  trade  with  Spanish 
America  was  denied  to  the  latter,  are  made  known,  a 
yiery  just  conclusion  may  be  drawn,  of  the  principles  and 
motives,  which  have  operated  as  a  bar  to  the  extension' 
of  justice,  on  a  larger  scale. 

•  Had  the  commotions  in  Spanish  America,  not  origi-^ 
nated  in  real  grievances,  such  as  would  admit  of  redress, 
so  great  a  share  of  blame,  would  not  have  fallen  to  the 
lot  of  those,  who  thus  unfairly  withheld  it«  But  if  these 
grievances  were  real,  why  was  the  proper  remedy  delayed, 
till  the  public  mind,  would  bear  them,  no  longer?  If 
lenient  measures  had  been  adopted,  and  had  only  tended 
to  increase  the  resentment  and  exasperation  of  the  com- 
plaining parties,  a^i  to  enlarge  their  demands;  had 
equitable  proffers  bi^en  made,  and  rejected  with  scorn; 
had  the  conciliatory  efforts  of  the  Spanish  government, 
given  edge  to  their  audacity,  ami  h^d  they  actually 
organized  a  systematic  plan  of  rebellion,  coiifoiinding 
liberty,  with  a  contempt  for  legal  control,  then,  the  rigour 
of  the  Cadiz  Regency,  the  subsequent  apathy  of  the 
other  governments,  and  the  coldness  of  Lnglai^d,  might 
have  had  some  plausible  grounds;  and  the  conduct  of  the 
insurgents^  might  have  equally  been  lamented  and  depre- 
cated. Had  the  latter  been  bent  on  magnifying  positive 
evils,  and  fomenting  causeless  jealousies  *  and  distur-. 
Innces;  had  they  asked  any  thing  opposed  to  law  and 
justice;  had  they  thrown  off  tbeiv  allegiance  to  that  mo- 
naich,  whom  the  entire  nation  had  acknowledged,  or 
imed  the  French,  Spain  might  have  been  wiicrantable^ 
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in  her  declai^tion  of  war,  and.£ngland  might  hai^e.had* 
SjGHgoie  reasons,  for  all  her  indiflference.  But  if  this  wat; 
i|0^  the  case,  ought  not  all  the  fatal  consequences,  of  SQ 
rmay  horrors  as  have  been  committed,  to  fall  on  tbeb 
heads  of  those,  who  first  provoked  tlie  jcotitest;  ajwj. 
why  should  England  be  ashamed  of  men,  who  do  no 
more,  than  assert  their  own  rights?  Ought  not  1^ 
oceans  of  blood,  so  long  flowing  in  Spanish  America,  to 
rest  wholly  on  the  heads  of  those,  whose  self-interest^ 
and  indiscreet  and  arbitrary  conduct,  first  gave  rise  to 
s^uch  a  long  reign  of  atrocities  ? 

§  The  true  Spanish  patriot,  could  not  fail  to  r^ret  ther 
clouds,  which  so  early  spread  over  the  brightest  morn^ 
that  ever  dawned  on  the  monarchy  of  both  hemispheres^ 
From  the  period  of  these  dissentions,  its  political  situ-^ 
tioji  was  such,  as  to  excite  every  feeling  of  anxiety; 
under  the  existing  embarrassments,  it  was  difficult  for 
the  wheels  of  the  public  machine,  to  move  on  with  any. 
probability  of  success;  the  future,  in  short,  presented 
little  else,  than  a  gloomy  obscurity  of  doubt  and  feaA 
The  gathering  clouds,  became  dark  and  menacing,  bo  aa 
to  threaten  a  storm  big  with  impending  ruin;  and  besides 
an  empty  treasury,  and  the  pressure  of  a  potent  enemy,, 
complicated  and  heavy  calamities,  which  flowed  from 
the  inefficacy  of  the  general  government,  were  to  be  de- 
plored; whilst  nothing  but  the  interference  of  England^ 
or  a  return  of  equity  and, liberality,  to  the  councils  df 
Spain,  could  prevent  an  accumulation  of  diiScultiefl, 
add  ward  off*  some  terrible  convulsion.  Negligence  m 
the  part  of  the  Central  Junta,  and  rashness  pn  thato| 
the,  Cadiz  Regency,  had  plunged  the  whple  sections  of 
Spanish  America,  into  scenes  of  desolation,  which  would 
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be^  widtiy  felt,  and  long  remembered;  and  wotiId»  be*^ 
sides^trlose  the  only  secure  source  of  pecuniary  supplies; 
Yet,  a  large  portion  of  these  horrors,  woald  have  been^ 
spared;  and  at  least  the  national  honour  might  hare  been- 
retrieved,  if  the  succeeding  CorteSj  bad  been  possessed^ 
of ' an  enlarged  philanthropy,  and  if  they  had  followed' 
Ae  sound  dictates  of  policy,  prudence,  and  justice.  Had 
they  even  acted,  with  the  same  generous  liberality  to 
tbe  transmarine  provinces,  as  the  Emperor  of  Russia, 
did,  with  regard  to  Poland,  and  afterwards  to  France; 
had  they,  like  him,  assured  their  American  brethren, 
that  they  were  ready  to  cooperate  with  them,  in  iny 
establishment,  that  might  secure  their  freedom,  happi-^ 
Bess,  and  prosperity;  bad  they,  instead  of  impotent  wars,' 
forgotten  the  past,  and  offered  a  sacred  and  sincere  am- 
nesty; had  they,  like  Charles  V.  used  conciliatory  men  ' 
and  measures;  and  had  they,  above  all,  cordially  set 
about  the  discussion  of  their  rights,  and  the  full  redress 
of  their  wrongs;  that  immense  and  valuable  portion  of 
the  Spanish  empire,  might  have  been  preserved  tranquil 
Mdd  entire,  its  resources  might  have  served  as  a  power- 
ful instrument  to  repel  the  French,  and  the  European" 
and  Americanbrethren  of  Spain,  might  have  been  bound 
together,  by  the  ties  of  fraternity  and  fellowship,  eveii 
stronger,  than  those,  which  before  existed.  And  would^ 
iK>t  this  have  been  grateful  to  the  true  Spaniard,  who 
bad  long,  wept  in  silence,  over  the  misery  and  degrada- 
tion c^  Spain,  as  well  as  of  Spanish  America?  And 
would  not  the  contemplation  of  such  results,  to  England,- 
have  given  rise  to  reflections,  not  less  satisfkctory,  than' 
interesting?  After  the  freedom  of  Spain,  was  not  this, 
the  next  glorigiis  object,  to  which  she  could  aspire  ?      ' 
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;    But  the  Cortes  of  Spaio,  ^  iir«tl  £rom:tfae  delfts  of 
tbetr  fonnatiQii,  at  owing  to  tbe  prevalence  of  illiberalky, 
ifere  not  disposed  to  spread  tbe  blessings  of  peace  and 
regeneration  to  the  other  side  of  tbe  Atlantic;  as  will  be 
shewn  in  a  subsequent  section  of  this  expose.     The 
American  deputies  therein,  Is^boured  in  vain,  they  were 
always  outvoted,  and  it  was  evident,  that  the  issue  of 
their  exertions,  could  not  fail  to  increase  the  mortifica^ 
iiton  and  resentment  of  their  constituents.    The  whole 
of  this  passed,  under  the  eyes  of  the  British  agents  in( 
Cadiz;  and  if  we  bad  no  other  than  the  records  of  our 
iinediation  debates,  and  the  results  of  our  free  trade 
solicitations,  these  would  have  sufficed  to  hs^ve  convinced 
us,  that  illiberality  and  injustice,  were  the  chief  basis  <^ 
the  conduct  of  the  Cadiz  government,    And,  if  England" 
had  before  neglected  opportunities  more  favourable, could 
she  not,  when  the  Cortes  firsjb  assembled,  have  recom^ 
mended  and  urged,  in  the  most  forcible,  glowing,  and 
pathetic  terms,  which  language  could  afford,  or  a  sense 
of  justice  inspire,  what  was  absolutely  necessary  and  in- 
dispensable, for  the  salvation  of  the  country,  and  the 
avowed  honour  and  interests  of  the  naticm  at  large  ?  She' 
ought  never  to  have  forgotten,  that  the  Spanish  Ameri<^ 
cans  were  entitled  to  every  consideration;  and  that  if 
they  were  not  redressed,  and  war  was  proclaimed  against' 
them,  for  merely  insisting  on  what  was  their  due,  it' 
would  result,  that  the  rights  they  were  contending  for, 
would  be  rendered  donbly  ^rong,  by  being  afresh  with* 
held.     And  could  any  motive,  more  hoiKnirable  and 
just,  have  been  made  the  basis  of  those  mediatory  ex« 
erjtions  on  the  part  of  England,  which  might  have  shield* 
ed  many  thousand  victims  frcpi  the  vengeance  of  the 
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ierittte^  md  illiberal,  and  have,  besides,  given  renewed 
eiiergies  to  Spain  ?     When  the  magnitude  of  the  prize 
ftfe  were  contending-  for,  is  considered,  as  well  as  the 
api^areot  doubtful  issue  of  the  contest,  it  api>ears  im- 
possible, that  the  British  government  should  not  have 
thought,  seriously,  on  the  fatal  consequences  of  closing 
td  Europe,  the  only  country  from  which  coin  cOuld  be 
obtained,  as  Well  as  of  desolating  by  anarchy  and  civil 
war,  the  be^t  section  of  the  world  for  the  relations  of 
trade;     Placed  on  an  extensive  continent,   comprehend-' 
ing  all  the  soils  and  climates  of  other  hemispheres,  Eng- 
land beheld  a  people,  ready  to  sacrifice  the  produce  of 
their  industry,  in  support  of  the  same  cause  in  which* 
herself  and  Spain  were  engaged;  and  who  by  calling* 
tbeif  inert  resources  forth,  would  have  been  ible  to  make; 
^sjy  many  of  those  privations,  which  the  inhabitants  of 
each,  were  suffering.    Was  it  liberal  in  Spain,  to  coni- 
ili^id  those  resources  to  continue  closed,  or  was  itcAtUr 
did  in  England,  omitting  any  means  of  removing  the 
caus^  of  such  extensive  disquiet  ?  She  then,  more  than, 
over,  required  new  channels  in  which  to  transfer  her 
pusSuits  of  trade;   and  in  this,  was  she  opposed  by  oh-' 
«4acles,  that  discouraged  the  adequate  attempt? 

OoncluBive  reasons  induce  a  confident  belief,  that  the 
afiatre  of  Spani^  America,  did  not  receive  that  prbmpt' 
ctmsfiddration,  which  the  public  exigence  demanded,  or 
thejmagnitude  of  thfe  subject  required.  Yet,  Englaiid 
had  before  her  a  plan  of  conduct,  not  only  Consonant  to 
the  plaid  rutoi  of  justice;  but;  she^  had  it  also  in  her 
power,  to  effect  results,  which  would  have  afforded  in- 
finite delight  to  eveiy  betlevoleiit tmd  liberal  mihd.  Shfe' 
H^hkfavve  produced  a  reconciliation,  that  ivould  hiveT 
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been  the  parent  of  future  happinef99  H^i?  f»>iidii<!t  teight 
Imye  been  arra^e4  by  the  sordid  and  the.  servUe,  bat 
$be  W0UJ4  bave  deseryed  Che  everlasting  gratitude  of  the 
good  Spaniard;  a^d  she  would)  in  tbatOfMie,  j^refiil^ 
filled,  completely,  her  sacred  t^fust  to  Fecdmand.  Spftia 
might  have  b^n  induced,  to  receive  the  Spanish  AiniMri^  | 
fi^uQs  agaiji  ^i^to  the  bosom  o(  their  conunon  coKOiryi 
#v€n  if  i;heir  caaiduclb,  at  first,  had  been  baity  and  repv^ 
Sensible  this  would  have  been,  by  a  just  and  equitable 
l^eforoQj  by  a  solid  peace,  and  by  such  self  elected,  lilnifo 
tdft  and  guaranteed  govemnients,  which  alone  cduld^^ 
a  distant,  extensive,  and  populous  country.  How  4S(| 
effect  this,  was,  pej'haps,  unknown  to  such  new  p^littf 
^ians  as  those  who  assembled  in  the  first  governments  <tf 
Spain,  nor  was  the  infected  atmosphere  of  Cadiz»perhs4)e 
suited  to  the  growth  of  ideas  so  liberaU  Yet,  would  it  have 
been  dishonourable,  in  England  urgently  promoting  ducht 
desirable  ends  ?  If  the  occupations  of  her  ^wnamb^ii^ 
sador,  precluded  the  pursuit  of  such,  an  olyect,  .couiki 
she  not  have  attached  to  him,  those  who  from  practical 
experience,  intelligence,  and  zeal,  were  likely  to  aid  in 
so  essential  an  enterprize  ?  But,  the  Bititish  govemmenl 
never  appears  to  have  endeavoured,  eamesdy,  to  fi^A 
out, .  what  were  the  points  in  dispute,  what  each  wat 
disponed  to  grant  and  accept,  or  what  could  be  made  m 
basis  of  restored  harmony.  Maintaining  a  guarded  s^ 
<^recy,  and  unmoved  by  horroars,  such  as  would  exqite 
the  coldest  to  pity,  the  cabinet  of  St.  James,  has  su^Smsd 
these  unfortunate  cSssentions,  year  after  year,  toJi^g^r 
and  rankle,  resorting  soldy.to  such  remedies*  as  xsould 
qaly  serve  to  add  to  the  triumph  of  the  wjwt  iui^ 
itUb^r^l.  ^  ^ 
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Engtstidy  in  this  psrt  of  her  political  conduct,  ^»e^m^ 
to  have  considered  the  viei^s  of  the  Spanish  Americans, 
as  inconsistent  with  their  relative  situation  to  Spain; 
and  her  interference,  it  was  feared,  would  clash  with  her 
existing  treaty.  That  is,  slie  adopted  the  language  of 
the  Cadiz  merchants,  pronouncttlg  the  ultramarine  pro* 
vilices,  B#  depeiSidelnt  colonies;  thus  judging  the  illegal 
governments  instituted  in  Spslin,  to  be  the  legal  dictatbrS 
<^  the  whole  monarchy,  tb  whom  blind  obedience  was 
to  be  paid.  Spain  told  her,  the  Spanicih  Americans 
were  rebels  and  tndtors,  and  she  appears  to  have  bei^ 
lieved  the  verdict,  and  was  silent  Had  it,  however; 
been  possible,  by  any  combination  of  di'cumstances, 
that  fleets  and  armies  had  been  sent  fr^m  Spanish 
America,  to  land  on  the  shores  of  Spain,  to  ravage  her 
provinces,  and  to  deluge  them  in  blood ;  would  England; 
in  like  manner,  have  been  silent?  Would  she,  with 
cold  apathy,  have,  thus,  beheld  the  objects  of  her 
treaty,  frustrated;  or  would  she  have  suflerefd  such 
material  diversions,  to  counteract  the  great  ends  shef  had 
in  view  ?  Would  she  not  have  remonstrated,  would  she 
toot  have  interfered,  nay,  would  she  not  have  imperi- 
ously demanded,  a  cessation  of  such  impoHtic  and  uti* 
natural  acts  I  Yet^  the  same  fatal  consequences  have 
arisen,  from  Sp^  sending  her  armies  to  the  other 
shores  of  the  Athmtic;  the  resources  of  both  countries, 
have  been  equaUy  dried  up,  and  those  stigmas  have 
likewise  fallen  op  Spain,  which  wodld  in  the  first  case, 
been  cast  on  Spanish  America.  Had  we  seen  such 
horfors  and  such  calamities,  hurled  on  Spain>  as  have 
forniore  .than  four  years,  desolated  Spanish  America,  we 
should  hav«  interfered^  even  from  principles  of  huma- 
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tityi  yet,  if  b^th'i^arto  of  the  monarcliy  aire  equa^  is 
net  the  latter,  equaMy  entitled  to  our  regard  ? 

If  Eogkuad,  duriug  her  treaty  with  Spain^  was  too 
honourable  to  contemplate,  for  a  moment,  the  adyantages 
which  would  flow  to  her,  from  the  erection  of  another 
independent  empire^  on  the  western  shores  of  the  At-^ 
lantic;  she  might,  at  least,  have  been  sufficiently  just,  tb 
have  seen,  that  the  war  carried  on  tt^re,  was  cruel  anft 
4yrannical ;  and  she  might  have  been  at  the  same  tlme^ 
firm  and  humane,  as  to  have  peremptorily,  demanded  its 
cessation*    She  might,  at  least,  have  urged  a  suspension 
of  hostilities,  till  some  mutual  accommodation  had  been 
negociated  by  the  general  legislature;  and  to  this,  she 
jpnight  have  conveyed  such  sentiments,  as  would  haT6 
secured  an  impartial  discussicm  of  so  momentous  a  sub« 
ject.    Dependent  as  was  Spain  upon  her,  for  eesentiftl 
supplies,  there  were  many  springs  that  might  have  been 
toucheji  with  success ;  and  with  full  confidence,  she  might 
have  prayed,  for  the  effusion  of  blood  to  be  avoided.  The 
vital  necessity,  of  adopting  some  measure,  to  prevent  ft 
separation  in  the  integral  parts,  of  which  the  Spanish 
ACionarcby  was  composed,  became  daily  more  apparent; 
.and  this  could  only  be  effected,  by  a  mutual  spirit  of 
concession  and  defference,  which  the  urgency  of  affair^, 
as  well  as  the  nature  of  the  case,  rendered  indispensable^ 
The  mass  of  the  people  in  Spanish  America,  had  long 

felt  the  inqonvenienpes  of  the  existing  plan  of  governt- 
ment,    bi|t,    more  especially^    its  administration ;    and 

they  ardently  wished  for  thesr  refonn*  This  could  only 
he  done,  by  some  radical  and  comprehensive  meiftuiie(» 
J8uch,  alone,  would  crown  the, woi4i  with  sticcessi  any 

thing  pjirtiftl,  would^  eyenfcuaUy,  produoe'iii(»^4i€on^ 
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fmt^  and  only  maintein  a  abort,  but  turbuledi  eict$i> 
ence.  The  very  idea  tbat  seventeen  millions  of  peojri^i 
^re  to  ^eek  justice  at  the  distance  of  two  thousand 
leagues,  has  sometbing  in  it  so  monstrous,  that  ouii 
vrould  suppose  sucb  a  system  had  no  partizans  or  abe<# 
tors.  The  monopolies  of  the  mother^country,  in  themt 
pelves,  as  v^ell  as  in  the  manner  in  which  they  had  been 
exercised,  were  both  burdensome  and  unjust.  Thii 
ftct>  t|hat  Spain,  should  say  to  the  whole  of  her  nltrar 
inarine  provinc^^  your  industry  shall  not  go  beyond 
those  limits  we  have  prescribed  for  our  convenience,  m^ 
teiest,  or  caprice;  your  productions  shall  rot  on  dieir 
tiees,  if  we  are  unable  to  fetch  them  away;  and  yoa 
shall  have  no  other  cloathing,  than  what  we  have  tripled 
in  original  value^  appears  the  extreme  c^  Asiatic  dt» 
potism. 

The  pre-eminence  of  a  government,  is  for  it  to  be 
such,  as  to  win  the  affections  and  respect  of  the  pe(^>ie) 
and  the  grounds  of  national  policy,  ought  ever  to  b^ 
founded  on  those  immutable  and  pure  principles  of 
sound  morality,  which  have  been  matured  by  time,  and 
aanctioned  by  the  \tisdom  of  ages.  In  the  conduct  of 
human  affairs,  there  is  no  truth  more  thoroughly  proved 
Ukd  established,  than  that  theie  existis  an  intimate  con^ 
nection,  between  to  honest  and  magnanimous  policy; 
^d  the  solid  rewards  of  public  prosperity  and  national 
happiness*  The  Cortes^  therefore,  ought  to  have  cob« 
aidered,  in  a  candid  and.  deliberate  manner,  the  au^ 
aierousand  urgent  claims,  thepeopie  of  Spanish  AmericiL 
had  on  the  justice  of  the  geneml  government  i  atid  if  the 
former oigans  of  power,  by  their  illiberality  or.i^po^ 
tncyi  had  been  Unable  toeliny  into  effect^  thedidt&tel 
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(Df  gratitude  and  eqaity,  had  they  been  deaf  to  the  apU 
peals  of  sound  and  temperate  reason,  it,  at  least,  be^ 
came  that  government  which  had  now  assumed  a  more 
substantial  and  regular  form,  and  from  whom  the  nation 
expected  so  much,  to  have  made  the  agitated  situation 
of  Spanish  America,  an  invariable  object  of  anxious  so- 
licitude; and  common  justice,  as  well  as  the  clearest 
and  most  urgent  principles  of  political  expediency,  re? 
quired  this  to  have  been  made  the  subject  of  their  earli- 
est deliberations.    Yet,  no  reform  or  scheme  of  govern- 
inent,  that  might  conduce  to  the  public  happiness  of 
Spanish  America,  was  proposed;  the  war  still  lingered, 
and  even  the  grounds  on  which  it  had  been  undertaken, 
were  not  reconsidered.     The  aspect  of  affairs,  was,  ne--' 
Tertheless,  then  most  alarming;  the  monarchy  was  about 
to  decline  into  wretched  fragments,  bathed  in  the  blood 
4>f  brethren;  and  nothing  but  prompt  and  urgent  mea« 
sur^,  could  extricate  Spain  from  the  embarrassments, 
in  which  she  was  entangled*    The  blaze  of  civil  conmio-^ 
iions,  already  raged  widely,  and  clashing  interests  daily 
added  to  the  flame*    This,  was  only  to  be  exting^iished, 
by  reason^  by  convention,  or  by  open  force.    The  Cadiz 
press  teemed  with  fresh  productions  of  passion  and  pre- 
judice s  and  the  strength  gained  by  the  war  faction, 
during  the  administration  of  the  Regency,  rendered  its 
partizans  more  clamorous,  under  the  Cortes^    The  cold- 
ness of -the  British  government,^  was  construed  into  an 
approval  of  measures,  and  instead  of  redress,  explana- 
tion, or  even  a  hearing,  more  troops,  were  prepared. 

§  England,  in  the  mean  time,  neglected  to  expose  to 
tl^  Spanish  public,  the  real  circumstances  of  the  casie; 
and  to  warn  them  of  the  daqgers  which  overhung  their 
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country.     No  means  were  adopted,  to  dietect  the  nu^ 
tnerous  misrepresentations,  which  continually  went  forth; 
nor  even  to  arrest  and  blunt  the  vital  stabs,  so  frequently, 
ahned  at  the  honour  of  a  faithful  and  active  ally.    No 
exertion  was  made,  to  refute  those  arguments,  by  which 
the  sophists  tailed  against  England  and  her  mediatory 
offers,  on  the  grounds  of  illiberal  fallacy;  nor  did  she 
attempt  to  increase  her  friends,  by  a  full  developemeni 
of  those  honourable  principles,  by  which  she  was  guided. 
These,  though  objects  of  serious  import,    were  not  de^ 
'serving  the  attention  of  the  British  government,  yet, 
thiey  would  have  added  facility  to  many  important  mea- 
isures.  Though,  within  its  reach,  they  were  disregarded. 
Thence  has  it  resulted,  that  with  all  her  influence,  Eng- 
land has  been  unable  to  awe  the  insolence  of  contending 
faction,  into  silence;  and  her  indifference,  as  well  with 
tegard  to  Spanish  America,  as  on  many  other  essential 
points,  became  a  standard,  which  served  as  a  fresh  re- 
sort, to  the  disaffected  against  her.    Yet,  could  it  be 
possible,  that  so  much  timfe  had  been  spent,  and  the 
Spanish  American  question,  or  the  grounds  on  which  the 
•War  was  carrying  on,  were  not  understood?    Can  it  be 
"believed,  that  aftet  the  supplies  we  had  furnished,  the 
isacrifiees  we  had  made,  and  the  blood  we  had  spih,  wc 
had  no  influence  over  the  councils  of  Spain;  or  that  we 
had  inspired  no  confidence  or  gratitude,  into  the  bosoms 
of  the  people  ?    The  timely  exertions  of  England,  at 
the  commtencement  of  these  dissentions,  as  already  de- 
mohstrated,  would  have  allayed  every  irritated  feeling ; 
and  at  this  late  hour,  it  will  not  be  pronounced  impolitic 
or  unwarrantable,  if  England  as  an  ally,  with  the  prin- 
cipal burden  then  on  her  own  back,  had  urged,  remon- 
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strated^  or  made  it  a  sine  qua  non^  that  a  reform  should 
be  granted,  such  as  would  restore  harmony  amongst  all 
parties.  England,  certainly,  could  not  be  insensible  to 
the  gratification,  of  cooperating  in  the  pleasing,  though 
arduous  task,  of  securing  to  the  inhabitants  of  Spanish 
America,  those  blessings  they  had  a  right  to  expect, 
from  a  free,  efficient,  and  equal  plan  of  government^ 
well  administered.  The  anxiety  of  the  Cortes,  ought  to 
have  been  awakened,  by  the  magnitude  of  the  interests 
which  brought  them  together;  and  enabled,  as  they 
were,  to  deliberate  in  tranquillity,  under  the  protection 
of  British  troops,  and  to  fix  on  those  reforms  which 
were  to  advance  the  happiness  of  all,  and  sec^ure  a  per- 
manent union  between  the  sister  parts  of  the  monarchy, 
they  ought  to  have  lost  no  time,  in  assuaging  those  bitter 
amnK)Sities,  which  had  been  engendered  by  the  miscon- 
duct of  the  preceding  governments;  nor  ought  they  to 
have  distrusted  in  the  good  dispositions  of  an  ally,  who 
had  been  the  anchor  of  their  hopes  in  time  of  need,  and 
from  whom  they  had  continued  to  receive,  ample  and 
unequivocal  testimonies  of  regard  and  friendship* 

The  proper  mode,  of  conciliating  the  affections  of  so- 
large  a  portion  of  the  empire,  as  Spanish  America,  was  a 
subject  of  the  most  interesting  enquity;  and,  indeed,  the 
most  essential,  on  which  the  Cortes  could  enter.  An 
agitation  had  been  produced,  so  great  and  so  extensive^ 
as  not  to  be  easily  calmed ;  yet,  it  had  not  arisen  out  of 
a  licentious  and  turbulent  spirit,  bent  on  disturbing  the 
harmony  and  tranquillity  of  the  general  state;  nor  was  it 
an  infection,  occasioned  by  the  wide  spreading  contagion 
of  the  times.  The  same  love  of  country,  still  glowed  in 
the  breasts  of  the  Spanish  Americans;    in  Ferdmand 
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the  wishes  of  all  parties  confided,  and  in  him  Ae  in- 
terests of  all  united.  The  sincerity  of  these  feelings, 
gendered  the  refusal  of  redress,  the  more  galling;  nor  is 
there  any  truth  that  can  be  uttered  with  more  confidence, 
than,  that  if  paternal  affection  had  only  glowed  in  the 
bosom  of  Spain,  the  duteous  sentiments  of  filial  love,  on 
this  interesting  occasion,  would  have  been  kept  alive,  in 
her  distant  offspring.  When  the  first  legislature  of  the 
country  assembled,  under  the  form  of  the  ancient  Gortes, 
.many  inatters . j^essed  heavy  on  the  attention  of  the 
^members; ,  yet,  after  the  invaded  state  of  the  country, 
.and  the  means. of  repelling  a  formidable  enemy;  the 
agitated,  ^nd  convulsed  situation  of  Spanish  Americay 
demanded  a  serious  and  deliberate  enquiry.  The  latter 
question, '^embraced. two  essential  points;  viz.  harmony 
amongst  the  common  members  of  a  state,  on  which, 
national  strength,  depended;  and  next,  the  means  of 
^revenue,  without  which  the  French  could  not  be  re- 
pelled; and  without  which  vital  spring,  the  action  of 
government  could  not  long  continue.  It  was  to  the 
assembling  of  the  Cortes,  that  Spanish  America,  and 
the  whole  world,  looked  for  a  remedy  to  the  fatal  dis- 
sentions,  which  had  so  long,  desolated  the  ultramarine 
provinces;  and  it  was  then,  fully,  expected,  that  Eng- 
land would,  immediately,  agitate  something,  for  the 
liberties  and  happiness  of  her  transatlantic  ally.  That 
no  private  disgusts,  or  individual  irritations,  should 
occur  on  the  meeting  of  so  heterogeneous  a  body;'  or 
that  certain  public  measures,  should  not  meet  with  some 
disapprob^ition,  were  things,  beyond  human  expecta- 
,tion;  but,  under  the  persuasion,  that  justice  and  policy, 
demanded  ^hat  negociations  should  precede  any  further 
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hostilities,  it  was  thought,  that  both  Spain  and  Eng- 
land, would  promote  a  candid  and  fair  revision  of  those 
motives,  which  had  given  rise  to  a  cruel  and  unnatural 
war,  between  the  two  halves  of  the  Spanish  monarchy. 

England,  however,  still  kept  aloof,  and  appeared  in- 
feensible  of  the  necessity  of  using  her  powerful  exertions 
in  favour  of  suffering  humanity;   and  though,   by  this 
time,  she  must  have  been  convinced,  that  local  preju- 
dices, separate  views,  and  party  animosities,  had,  hitherto, 
misdirected  that  comprehensive  and  equal  eye,  whicli 
ought  to  have  watched  over  every  part  of  the  monarchy, 
thereby  producing  the  most  serious  evils;  still,  she  dis- 
regarded the  prolongation  of  their  fatal  consequences. 
Bound  bythe  most  sacred  ties,  to  the  welfare  of  Spanish 
America,  England  could  not  divest  herself  of  feelings  of 
lively  interest  for  the  unredressed  inhabitants  thereof, 
unless  clear  and  insurmountable  conviction,  had  proved 
they  were  in  the  wrong.    She  could  not  but  lament  the 
horrors,  by  w^hich  their  unhappy  country  was  torn  to 
pieces;  to  feel  otherwise,  wa6  to  surrender  up  sound 
judgment,  to  the  caprice  of  party.     She  must  have  been 
sensible,  that  it  was  necessary  to  remove  every  cause  of 
quarrel,  by  treaty,  and  by  mutual  explanation;   and  the 
undistinguishing  vengeance   with  which  the  war  was 
carried  on,  increased  the  necessity  of  greater  circum- 
spection, in  those  who  administered  government  under 
a  new  shape.    These  were  controversies,   of  so  delicate 
a  nature,  as  to  require  a  great  degree  of  moderation  and 
firmness  for  their  adjustment;    but  yet,  their  results 
were  of  that  alarming  aspect,  as  to  demand  an  immediate 
attention,  and  they,  besides,  called  for  all  the  imposing 
weight  of  character  and  influence,  which  both  England 
and  Spain;  could  add  to  measures  of  pacification. 
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%  Unfortunately  for  Spain,  as  well  as  for  Englandt  at 
her  ally»  there  has  not  existed  in  the  Peninsulai^  sinc9 
the  loss  of  the  rightful  monarchy  a  constitutionali  proper, 
and  legal  form  of  government,  as  often  before  inculcated; 
and  what  has  existed,  has  rather  been  busied  in  its  own 
preservation,  in  forms  and  ceremonies,  in  etiquettes, 
and  in  parade,  than  in  seriously .  attending  fo  the  two 
most  essential  points;  viz.  the  driving  out  of  the  French^ 
and  conciliating  of  the  ultramarine  provinces.     I  say  not 
constitutional,  because  the  ancient  laws  of  the  Spanish 
monarchy,  do  not  admit  of  any  other  Cortes,  than  those 
formed  out  of  the  nobles,  clergy,  and  procura^ores  or 
representatives  of  the  cities  and  towns,  entitled  to  vote 
therein ;   all  of  which,   are  specified  by  law.    I  say  pro- 
per and  legal,  because,  he  only  is  correctly  entitled  to 
take  his  seat  and  vote  in  a  representative  Congress,  who 
has  been  formally  elected  by  a  majority  of  vot^,  feirly 
given  and  duly  summed  up,  in  the  districts,  en);itled  to 
such  representation.     But  this  was  not  the  case,  with 
the  new  Cortes  of  Spain.    When  they  entered  on  their 
functions,  on  the  ^4th  of  September,  ISlO^ninety  persons 
only,  took  their  seats  as  duly  elected  members,  or  w^ 
were  called  proprietarios*    To  these  were ,  added  fif)y« 
three  substitutes  or  suplentesi  picked  up  and  placed  ia 
the  Cortes,  without  any  other  requisite  form,  than  that 
of  being  known  to  belong  to  the  districts,  for  which 
they  sat  as  representatives.* 

Besides  this  glaring  informality,  twenty<-nine  si|b« 
Uitutes  were  put  in  for  the  whole  of  Spanish  America^ 
to  represent  seventeen  millions;  whilst  Europe^  Spc^ 

*  Thefc  cakukaioiia,  are  fouodod  on  official  ttatemeals^  or* 
responding  with  the  Court  Calendar,  published  in  Cadiv  . 
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had  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  delegates  to  represent 
ten  millions  of  people.  All  the  provinces  occupied  by 
the  French^  had  substitute  representatives  therein;  so 
that  it  remains,  at  least  a  dubious  question,  whether  a 
congress  thus  constituted,  had  sufficient  authority  to 
enact  laws  which  were  binding  to  the  whole  empire; 
and  to  wage  an  unnatural  and  inhuman  war,  against  m 
equal,  integral,  and  incorporated  part  of  the  monarchy, 
whose  rights  had  not  even  been  discussed,  and  whose 
iU^timate  conduct,  had  not  been  proved.  Emergency 
of  circumstlinces,  is  indeed,  pleaded  in  favour  of  this 
representative  body;  the  same  as  was  said  of  (he  Central 
Junta  and  Cadiz  Regency;  yet,  these  were  both,  after* 
wards, :  declared  illegal.  But  even  for  this  plea  to  have 
had  full  effect,  the  consent  and  concurrence  of  Spanish 
America,  as  an  integral  part  of  the  entire  nation,  was 
fliecessary;  and  this  was  formally  refused,  not  pnly  in 
consequence  of  the  irregularity  which  prevailed,  but, 
also,  because  redress  was  withheld.  It  was  that  very 
Regency,  assuming  to  itself  the  kingly  powers,  and 
created  as  before  shewn,  out  of  the  terror  and  dismay  of 
the  Central  Junta,  which  called  these  Cortes  together; 
ordering  one  member  to  be  elected  for  eveiy  50,000 
•ouls  in  the  Peninsula,  but  for  Spanish  America^  one 
was  only  allowed  for  every  province,  even  though  its 
inhabitants  exceeded  a  million.  The  Spanish  members, 
were  to  be  elected  by  the  people  of  each  parish,  but  the 
American  ones,  were  to  be  chosen  by  the  cabildos  or 
municipalities,  who  are  generally  Europeans,  or  in- 
fluenced by  them.  There  were,  besides,  eleven  de- 
puties allowed  for  the  provincial  Juntas  of  Spain,  in  ad- 
4itixm  to  the  prorata  f6r  the  papulation;  but  in  Spanish 
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America,  the  very  existence  of  those  Juntas,  was  pro- 
nounced a  crime  of  high  treason.  Delegates^  were,  afeo, 
sent  from  the  capitals  in  the  Peninsula;  so  that  the  dis- 
proportion was  extremely  great.  In  this  statement  of 
facts,  the  irregularity  of  the  elections,  is  overlooked* 

Thus,  did  the  Cortes  of  Spain,  enter  on  their  func* 
lions,  with  twenty-nine  substitutes  for  Spanish  America, 
chosen  out  of  different  natives  thereof,  whom  chance  or 
business  had  brought  to  Spain;  and  like  the  Cortea  of 
Bayonne,  they  have  sounded  as  the  general  and  extra- 
ordinary Cortes  of  the  nation.  These  said  substitutes 
for  America,  protested  the  second  day  after  the  installa^ 
tion  of  the  Cortes;  that  is,  on  the  25th  of  September, 
1810.  These  protests  were  made  verbally,  and  in  writ- 
ing, in  presence  of  the  president;  all  declaring,  that  in 
yielding  to  the  necessity  of  the  moment,  they,  in  no 
way,  intended  to  injure  the  rights  of  their  fellow-citizens 
whom  they  were  supposed  to  represent;  or  to  counteract 
the  just  claims  they  had  to  an  equal  representation, 
which  they  pledged  themselves,  afterwards,  to  demand 
in  the  Cortes.  Ireland,  stanas  on  the  same  relative  foot- 
ing to  England,  as  Spanish  America  does  to  Spain;  and 
what  would  our  sister  island  think,  of  twenty-nine  sub- 
stitutes being  chosen  in  London,  to  sit  for  her  in  the 
Imperial  Parliament?  Would  she  consider  the  acts  of  a 
legislature,  thus  constituted,  to  be  valid  and  binding? 
Such  are,  nevertheless,  the  facts,  the  installation  of  the 
Spanish  Cortes,  presents;  yet,  this  body  has  enacted 
laws  for  the  whole  monarchy,  has  divested  the  king  of 
his  sovereignty,  has  overturned  the  ancient  legislature  of 
the  state,  and  has,  in  short,  continued  the  war  against 
Spanish  America,  without  even  havmg  discussed  o? 
proved  that  its  grounds  were  just. 
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Other  moce  duly  elected  membera,  have  sincet  vf^ 
rived  from  the  various  sections  of  Spanish  America;  but^ 
the  former  substitutes  were  ccmtinued.  The  whole  of 
their  joint  time  therein,  has  been  spent  in  jarring  and 
wrangling  with  their  prejudiced  opponents,  on  the  situ* 
ation  of  their  unfortunate  country,  tiie  neglected  interests 
1^  those  they  were  chosen  to  represent,  and  in  urgii^ 
redress,  which  was  never  granted.  The  first  object  of 
4he  new  Cortes,  was  to  decree  the  sovereignty  of  th^ 
nation;  and  the  American  substitutes  immediately  re^ 
monstrated,  that  it  would  be  improper,  to  suffer  the  news 
of  such  a  decree,  to  reach  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic, 
•without  some  satis&ction  for  the  violated  rights  of  the 
ultramarine  provinces;  or  some  concession,  that  might 
tranquillize  the  disturbances,  already  commenced  there. 
A  project  of  a  decree,  was  consequently  formed;  but 
after  seventeen  days  of  boisterous  debate,  in  which  acri?- 
mony,  partiality,  and  invective,  had  the  greatest  share, 
the  Americans  were  outvoted.*  It  would  be  an  un- 
pleasant task,  in  this  place,  to  convey  to  my  reader  sonae 
idea  of  the  grounds,  on  which  justice,  was  on  this  solemn 
occasion,  denied  to  Spanish  America;  nor  would  it  be 
possible,  to  enumerate  the  shafts  of  calumny  levelled  by 
the  Spanish  members,  and  the  Cadiz  prints,  which  had 
early  entered  into  the  feelings  of  the  monopolists.  The 
report  of  these  discussions,  resembles,  in  a  singular 
manner,  the  celebrated  disputes  between  the  bishop  of 
Darien  and  the  venerable  Las  Casas,  which  took  place 
in  presence  of  Charles  V,;  for,  if  possible,  more  illibera- 

*  The  (project  of  the  decree  formed  by  the  AmericMi  labftitutef, 
iqaay  Ve  found  ia  Ac  Cofmopolita,  No.  I.  and  II. 
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Ntjr  mtB  diftplty^.  Eteiy  fierce  passion,  that  raiicovr 
mad  sordid  gain  could  stimulate  and  impel,  or  slander 
aad  malice  could  inspire,  was  now  unchained;  imd  nei«> 
ther  the  intrinsic  merits  of  the  scheme,  or  its  justice  and 
mgency,  could  establish  those  principles  of  honest 
policy  and  diffusive  patriotism,  which  weresoessen* 
tkd  to  the  return  of  peace.  Spanish  America,  had  to 
behold,  in  the  first  debates  relating  to  its  welfare^  one  of 
the  greatest  violations  of  national  faith  and  common  jus*- 
tiee,  ever  before  witnessed ;  and  when  the  edifice  of  pub* 
lie  happiness  had  been  laid  in  ruins,  by  factions  and  the 
storms  of  war,  those  who  presided  over  the  fate  irf  thft 
iMition  were  too  unjust,  seriously  and  impartially,  to  &»» 
^ire,  on  what  basis  it  was  to  be  rebuilt,  and  what  pron 
portions  the  structure  was  to  possess  in  future.  In  sh<^, 
the  first  debates  of  the  Sanish  Cortes,  respectii^  the  si- 
iuation  of  Spanish  America,  evinced,  that  the  majority 
*of  its  members,  were  not  prepared  to  contend  with  the 
habitual  influence  and  authority  of  long  established  cus- 
tom, however  faithless  the  grounds  on  which  it  had  been 
founded;  and  that  they  were  far  from  being  ready  to 
1)reak  to  pieces,  the  old  idol  of  their  blind  and  fisital  su- 
perstition. Spain,  appeared  disposed  to  regenerate  with- 
in herself,  every  thing  that  she  was  able ;  but  she  seem- 
ed jealous  of  bringing  her  American  brethren  into  the 
light  of  truth,  and  into  the  consoling  atmosphere  of 
civil  liberty;  nor  was  she  sufficiently  liberal,  to  dissipate 
•the  Egyptian  darkness,  by  which  they  had  been  so  long 
surrounded.  She  was  careless  about  regaining  the  es- 
teem, which  in  the  eyes  of  Europe,  she  had  forfeited, 
by  her  degraded  conduct  to  her  distant  provinces;  and 
she  was  forgetful  of  those  humanising  principles,  which 
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bond  of  union,  by  which  nations  are  held  ioge^tisn^n 

The  aasembling  of  the  Cortes  within  the  Spaiiidi 
fealm,  was  an  occurrence  of  the  first  consequence^  ai^ 
from  it,  much  was  expected.    It  indicated,  that  Spaiit 
was  about  to  return  to  those  days  of  strength  and  splen** 
dour,  with  which  her  annals  are  filled*    The  arm  d 
despotism,  had  long  suspended  the  reunion  of  popular 
representatives^  but  it  was  thought,  that  the  re^  of 
liberality,  had  now  commenced.    Notwith^:anding  the 
irregularity  under  which  the  Cortes  assembled,  mucH 
good  was  within  their  reach;  and  that  they  would  im* 
prove  the  precious  moments   before   them,    was  th# 
wannest  wish  of  the  true  patriot*     They,  iiuieed,  be^^ 
held  their  country  in  the  most  melancholy  situation  thi^ 
can  be  imagined,  for  besides  an  insidious  and  powerful 
invasion  which  was  to  be  repelled,  the  distempers  of 
the  state,  had  grown  to  such  a  degree  of  violence  and 
malignity,  as  to  mock  the  efforts  qf  ordinary  remedies. 
The  state  of  the  nation,  was  such,  as  to  call  for  all  the 
energies  of  zeal  and  talent;  but  the  deplorable  situation 
of  Spanish  4^merica,  after  the  means  of  resisting  the 
French,  was,   certainly,  the  next   grand  object,    that 
demanded  their  attention.    To  restore  peace  and  har- 
mony to  sister  provinces,  which  had  suffered  so  much, 
from  the  degradation  of  the  old  govemment,~and  wei^ 
now  plunged  into  the  direst  of  all  misfortunes^  by  the 
rashness  of  a  late  self-created  power,  was  a  theme  not  less 
splendid  than  endearing,  nor  was  it  possible,  one^^ould 
have  imagined,  for  the  Cortes  to  have  been  nadre  sub- 
stantially  happy,  than  in  being  able  to  congratulate 
themselveft,  on  the  fair  prospect  they  had  before  them. 
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0f  leeing  a  consistent  administration  of  laws,  established 
in  the  transmarine  provinces  of  Spain.  This  was  a  sub- 
ject that  could  not  fail  to  inspire  ifeelings  of  delight  into 
all,  to  whom  the  success  of  justice  and  equity,  is  an 
object  of  desire;  and  the  remissness  and  subsequent 
liostility  of  the  Cortes,  were,  consequently,  beheld  with 
grief  and  sorrow* 

§  This  was  the  valuable  moment,  for  the  new  legis- 
lature of  Spain,  to  have  healed  the  wounds  which  had 
been  lately  inflicted  by  impolicy  and  rashness ;  this  was 
the  momentous  occasion,  to  have  spoken  to  the  inha- 
bitants of  Spanish  America,  with  confidence,  but  with 
paternal  kindness,  and  in  strict  accord  with  reason  and 
justice.  In  the  glowing  language  of  a  Burke,*  the  new 
Cortes  of  Spain,  ought  thus  to  have  addressed  themselves 
to  the  inhabitants  of  the  Spanish  American  continent* 
We  find,  with  infinite  concern,  that  arguments  are  used, 
to  irritate  you,  in  order  to  impair  your  connection  with 
your  parent  country,  grounded  on  a  supposition,  that  a 
general  principle  of  alienation  and  enmity  to  you,  had 
pervaded  the  whole  of  this  kingdom ;  and  that  there  does 
BO  longer  subsist  between  you  and  us,  any  common  and 
kindred  principles,  upon  which  we  can  possibly  unite, 
consistently  with  those  ideas  of  liberty,  in  which  you 
have  justly  placed  your  whole  happiness*  If  this  fact 
were  true>  the  inference  drawn  from  it,  would  be  irre- 
sistible. But  nothing  is  less  founded.  We  admit,  in- 
deed, that  the  most  violent  proceedings  have  been  in- 
stituted against  you,  by  wicked  and  designing  men,  in 
order  by  despair  and  resentment,  incurably  to  poison 

*  Vide  Address  to  the  British  Colonies  ia  North  America* 
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your  minds  against  the  origin  of  your  race;  and  the  il- 
legal and  unnatural  hostilities  declared  and  carried  on 
against  you,  seem  as  if  intended  to  render  all  cordial  re- 
conciliation between  us,  utterly  impracticable  ? 

But,  we  conjure  you  by  the  invaluable  pledges, 
which  have  hitherto  united,  and  which  we  trust  will 
hereafter  lastingly  unite  us,  that  you  do  not  suffer  your- 
selves to  be  persuaded,  or  provoked  into  an  opinion, 
that  you  are  at  war  with  this  nation.  Do  not  think  that 
the  whole,  or  even  the  uninfluenced  majority  of  Spaniards, 
are  enemies  to  their  own  blood  on  the  Anfterican  conti- 
nent. Much  delusion  has  been  practised,  and  much 
corrupt  influence  treacherously*  employed.  But  still,  a 
large,  and  we  trust  the  largest  and  soundest  part  of  this 
kingdom,  perseveres  in  the  most  perfect  unity  of  senti- 
ments, principles,  and  affections  with  you.  It  spreads 
out  a  large  and  liberal  platform  of  common  liberty,  upon 
which  we  may  all  unite  for  ever;  and  it  has  long  deplored 
and  deprecated  the  degraded  system,  by  which  you  have 
hitherto  been  governed.  It  also  hails  the  revolution  of 
SpSiin,  as  a  propitious  means  of  future  regeneration  to 
the  monairchy  of  both  hemispheres.  It  abhors  the  hosti- 
lities which  have  been  carried  on  against  you,  as  much 
as  you  who  feel  their  cruel  effects;  and  it  disclaims  the 
injustice,  by  which  you  have  been  dispossessed  of  your 
rights. 

We  particularly  deplore  the  rash  and  intemperate 
acts  of  the  preceding  illegal  governments  of  this  country, 
and  the  undue  manner,  in  which  they  have  been  influ- 
enced, by  the  sordid  and  the  illiberal.  But  the  reign  of 
terror  and  of  despotism,  is  at  an  end,  and  European,  as 
well  as  American  Spain,  beholds  a  new  era  of  justice 
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Mid  equity,  by  the  revival  of  that  popular  represeniatioo, 
which  constituted  the  greatest  glory  of  our  forefathers; 
As  members  of  the  new  Spanish  Cortes,  we  stand  ar-» 
rayed  under  the  banners  of  our  constitution  and  lawSf 
ready  to  defend  your  rights,  as  well  as  those  of  the  inr 
habitants  of  the  Peninsula.  You  are  all  equal,  an4 
equal  justice  awaits  you.  For  ourselves  individually, 
we  faithfuHy  assure  you,  that  we  consider  you  as  rational 
creatures,  as  free  agents ;  as  men  willing  to  pursue,  and 
able  to  discern  your  own  true  interests.  We  wish  to 
continue  united  to  you,  in  order,  that  a  people  of  one 
origin  and  one  character,  should  be  directed  to  the  ra« 
tional  objects  of  government,  by  joint  councils,  and  pro- 
tected in  them,  by  a  common  force.  Other  subordina- 
tion in  you,  we  require  none.  We  shall  never  press  the 
argument  of  general  union,  to  the  extinction  of  your 
local,  natural,  and  just  privileges.  Sensible  of  what  is 
due  both  to  the  dignity  and  weakness  of  man,  we  shall 
never  attempt  to  place  over  you,  any  form  of  govern- 
ment over  which,  in  great  fundamental  points,  you 
should  have  no  sort  of  check  or  control  in  your  own 
hands;  or  which  should  be  repugnant  to  your  situation, 
principles,  and  character.  On  entering  on  our  public 
functions,  we  are  ready  to  cooperate  with  you  in  every 
consistent  plan  for  your  present  regeneration,  and  future 
happiness ;  and  in  again  declaring  you  equal  in  rights, 
and  in  every  other  sense,  with  your  European  brethren, 
we  stand  pledged,  that  this  declaration  shall  be  no  longer 
a  lure,  but  it  shall  be  carried  into  cordial  effect.  Liberty 
for  you,  shall  be  no  longer  an  empty  name.  Th€  only 
•trong  request  we  have  to  urge,  is,  that  you  be  sincere 
and  consistent  in  your  conduct,  and  reasonable  in  your 
demands. 
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No  circumBtances  of  fortune,  you  may  be  assured, 
^ill  ever  induce  us  to  form,  or  tolerate  any  other  design. 
Nay,  even  if  you  should  resist  our  sincere  Intention!^ 
-nnd  the  disposition  of  providence,  which  we  deprecate, 
should  even  prostrate  you  at  our  feet,  broken  in  power, 
and  in  spirit,  it  would  be  our  duty  and  inclination  to  Te« 
vive,  by  every  practicable  means,  that  free  energy  d 
mind,  which  a  fortune  unsuitable  to  your  virtue,  had 
damped  and  dejected ;  and  to  put  you,  voluntarily,  ia 
possession  of  those  privileges,  which  you  had  in  vain  ai« 
tempted  to  assert  by  arms.    For  we  solemnly  declare, 
that  although  we  should  look  upon  a  separation  froni 
you,  as  an  heavy  calamity,  yet  we  had  much  rather  see 
you  totally  independent  of  this  crown  and  kingdom, 
than  joined  to  it,  by  so  unnatural  a  conjunction,  as  that 
of  freedom,  with  servitude;    a  conjunction,  which,  if  it 
were  at  all  practicable,  could  not  fail,  in  the  end,  of 
being  more  mischievious  to  the  peace,  prosperity,  great* 
Txess,  and  power  of  this  nation,  than  beneficial,  by  any. 
enlargement  of  the  bounds  of  nominal  empire. 

We  are  further  of  opinion,  that  the  system,  by  which 
you  hav^  hitherto  been  governed,  is  not  adequate  to  your 
wants,  or  capable  of  promoting  your  happiness ;  we  are 
therefore,  ready  to  admit  whatever  proposals  for  change 
^and  amendment,  you  may  wish  to  suggest,  being  perfectly 
Iready  to  concur  with  you,  in  the  promotion  of  what  ii 
just  and  equitable.  As  a  pledge  of  our  own  sincerity, 
we  beforehand,  declare,  that  you  ought  to  have  the  right 
of  administering  your  local  concerns,  under  such  foiHis 
as  the  general  legislature,  may  deem  most  expedient  for 
till  parties;  and  that  you  enjoy,  within  yourselves, 
^the  exclusive  right,  of  applying  to  the  support  of  your 
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jffdministration,  what  God  ha?  grafted  as  thei^wardof 
your  industry.    We  also  reason  and  feel,  as  ypu  do,  on 
the  invasion  of  your  charters,  because  these  comprehend 
the  essential  forms,  by  which  you  enjoy  your  liberties. 
We,  consequently,  regard  them  as    most  sacted,  and 
agree,  that  they  ought,  by  no  means,  to  be  taken  away, 
or  altered,  without  process^  examination,  and  hearing,  as 
they  have  lately  been ;  and,  particularly,^  without  the 
concurrence  of  those  who  live  under  them.    We  cannot 
look  upon  men,  as  delinquents  in  the  mass;   much  less 
are  we  desirous  of  lording  over  our  brethren,  insulting 
their  honest  pride,  and  wantonly  overturning  establish- 
ments, acknowledged  to  be  just    We  cannot  approve  of 
putting  the  military  power  out  of  the  coerqion  of  civil 
justice,  in  the  country  where  it  acts ;  and,  we  conceive 
it  monstrous,  that  you  should  not  have  the  full  means  of 
^jedress  within  yourselves. 

Born  in  a  civilized  country,  formed  to  gentle  manners, 
trained  in  a  merciful  religion,  and  living  in  enlightened 
and  polished  times,  where  even  foreign  hostility  is  sof- 
tened from  its  original  sternness,  we  lament  and  cpndema 
the  cruel  modes  of  warfare,  instituted  against  you,  and 
the  indiscriminate  massacre  and  destruction,  ip  which 
you  have  been  exposed.  We  regret  to  find,  that  the 
name  of  the  Almighty,  has  been  prostituted  in  the  vilest 
.acts  of  bloodshed ;  that  religion  has  been  made  an  instru- 
ment in  your  subjection,  and  that  the  threats  of  fanati- 
cism, have  been  added  to  the  inevitable  mischiefs  of  civil 
war,  in  order  to  increase  discord  and  domestic  enmity 
amongst  you,  Wedo  not  condenan  you  as  rebels  or  traitora  ; 
nor  do  we  call  the  vengeance  of  war  upon  you.  We  ds> 
'  not  know  how,  thus,  to  qualify  millions  of  our  coyntryr 
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ta^tii  contendiog  for^an  admission  to  privileges^  qn^^U^ 
we  have  always  founded  our  own  happiness  and  honqun 
On  the  contrary,  we  revere  the  principles  on  which  you 
act,  though  we  lament  their  fatal  effects.  Armed  as  yoa 
are,  we  embrace  you  as  friends,  and  as  our  brethren* 
^tK>und  to  us,  by  the  best  and  dearest  ties  of  relation. 

We  view  the  establishment  of  such  a  continent  as 
-younfjOnthe  priqciples  of  ratiopal  liberty  and  of  just 
equality,  as  t|)e  best  ipeans  to  render  this  kiqgdom,  ve« 
nerable  to  future  ages.  Wej,  therefore,  exhort  you,^  to. 
cleave  ^o  those  equitable  grounds,  which  may  form  a 
true  bo^^d  of  qnion  between  us,  but  we  do  npt  urge  you 
tchan  unconditional  submission.  The  sizeqf  your  country 
and  population,  require  a  suitable  copstitution  ;  we  are 
happy  in  being  now  enabled  to  form  it,  and  it  is  to  it 
^one,  we  implore  your  obedience.  Let  us,  instantly,  se| 
5iiM>ut  the  work  on  both  sides,  with  the  sanie  conciliatory 
turn  of  mind,  and  we  may  yet,  owfe  to  our  mutual  mis- 
takes, contentions  and  animosities,  tb^  luting  cqncorcj, 
freedom,  happiness  and  glory^  of  the  whole  empire  of 
j}Qth  hemispheres.  

Had  sucti  sentiments  and  assurances  as  these,  similar 
|Q  what  Mr.  Burke  sent  over  to  our  North  American  co^ 
)o^ts,  durij^ip  the  period  of  their  disaffection  apd  dis- 
c&ptent,  been  early  addressed,  by  the  new  Cortes  of 
^paiA,  to  th0  inhabitants  of  Spanisli  America;  had  the 
language  of  the  neV  legislature,  exhibited  a  warm  ei^* 
pre^sion,  the  only  genuine  qiffspring  of  ardent  feeling, 
,|)a4  conciliatory  measures  been  used,  instead  of  threats, 
j^4  had  solemn  and  sacred  offers  been  employed,  in^- 
4ftead  of  terms  pf  recrimination,  then,  might  the  world 
^§ve$;j^pecte4  (9  ^  ^b<s  pointy  of  controversy  adjusted. 
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and  the  hostile  temper  which  had  b^en  manifested  on 
both  sides,  might  have  been4s6ftened  into  a  mutual  and 
good  understanding.  Beside  liie  principle  of  justice,  in 
tlie  existing  circumstances  of  Spain,  the  reconciliation 
of  the  ultramarine  provinces,  ought,  certainly,  to.  have 
been  the  first  principle  of  the  new  government;  and  the 
means  of  avoiding  further  bloodshed,  ought  to  have  been 
sought,  with  the  most  anxious  solicitude.  This  was  a 
war,  unjust  and  unnatural,  and  att^ded  with  great  pub- 
lic expence  and  privatei  calamity,  besides  being  produc- 
tive of  future  consequences  of  a  most  fatal  nature.  Not 
to  cause  it  to  cease^  was  to  confirm  the  rash  acts  of  the 
preceding  illegal  governments ;  and  to  behold  it,  vvitb 
indifference,  was  to  carry  fresh  terror  and  destruction, 
into  the  bosom  of  their  common  country.  The  new 
Cortes  of  Spain,  had  been  called  together,  in  order  to 
fill  the  place  of  the  absent  monarch,  and  to  organize  a 
government,  possessed  of  the  confidence  of  every  part  of 
the  empire.  Its  first  duty,  was  to  retrieve  the  national 
character,  and  to  wipe  away  the  stains  with  which  it 
had  been  blotted,  by  the  degradation  and  impotence 
into  which  the  home  provinces  had  been  plunged,  and 
by  the  unjust  and  impolitic  systems,  under  which  those 
abroad,  had  hitherto  been  governed.  To  establish  a 
plan  of  revenue,  commensurate  to  the  urgent  wants  of  the 
country,  and  to  revive  public  credit,  w^re  the  next  ar- 
duous and  exalted  dutiies^  imposed  on  the  new  legisla^ 
ture,  by  the  distresses  of  the  whole  nation. 

It,  therefore,  became  the  Cortes,  guided  by  every 
possible  intelligence  and  virtue,  to  take  up  the  mort 
pressing  points  with  persevering  labour;  and  in  examin- 
ing the  nature  of  those  claims  which  were  the  most  ur* 
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^etkt,  the  mtimiclioly  situation  of  Spanish  America, 
mfuBt  have  particularly  interested  their  feelings  and  judge- 
ment, and  its  restored  tranquillity,  at  that  time^  would, 
evidently,  have  been  productive  of  the  greatest  beneJSts, 
And,  bad  it  been  the  happy  lot  of  Spain,  to  behold  her 
national  legislature  assemble,  uninfluenced  by  those  pa^ 
sions  and  prejudices,  which  grow  out  of  previous  divi- 
sions, and  unnatural  restraints,  then  only,  might  its  acts 
have  been  liberal  and  enlightened;  then  local  and  narrow'- 
midded  policy,  would  never  have  disturbed  the  unani- 
mity which  ought  to  have  reigned  in  matters  of  general 
impk>rt;  and  then  only,  would  party  spirit  and  the  influ- 
ence of  undue  monopolies,  not  have  been  mixed  with  its 
deliberations.  Had  due  weight  been  given  to  the  im- 
portant consideration,  that  this  was  a  cruel  civil  war 
waged  by  brethren,  and  carried  on  in  that  half  of  the 
empire  most  essential  for  pecuniary  supplies,  certainly 
such  remissness  would  not  have  occurred;  and  the  new 
Cortea  of  Spain,  like  the  preceding  Regency  and  Central 
Junta,  would  not  hare  bad  itnputed  to  them,  dispositions 
unfriendly  to  the  public  happiness,  of  at  least  one  half  of 
the  monarchy.  In  discussing  a  question  of  this  intricate 
and  interesting  a  nature,  it  was  not  easy  for  a  body  of 
men,  surrounded  by  illiberality  and  monopoly,  to  be  en- 
tirely divested  of  irritation ;  nor  could  it  be  expected, 
that  no  contrariety  of  sentiment  would  occun  It  was, 
however,  astonishing,  that  a  majority  should  not  feel  the 
necessity  of  some  urgent  measure  relating  to  Spanish 
America,  where  such  alarming  evidences  of  disquiet  ex- 
isted. The  fact  is,  that  twenty-nine  American  substi- 
tutes, had  to  vote  against  one  hundred  and  tweaty-five 
Spatiish  deputies;  and  by  the  result,  the  ultramarine  pro* 
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vinces  were  conyinced  of  that  melancholy  ^ruth«  which 
they  BO  soon  afterwards  found  conHrmed,  that  the  ii^ 
terests  of  one  half  of  the  monarchy,  clashed  with  those  of 
the  other;  and  that  no  real  justice  awaited  them,  froni 
the  acts  of  a  congress,  so  unfairly  constituted,  so  foreign 
to  their  wants,  and  deliberating  at  such  a  distance. 

Had  true  and  sincere  sentiments  of  fraternity  and  fel- 
lowship been  timely  conveyed,  by  the  new  Cortes„  t^ 
their  American  brethren^  then  mi^h  tthe  one  have  felt  th0 
security,  which,  as  a  national  government,  the  others  wer^ 
i(bout  to  give,  and  the  equal  justice  they  were  about  to 
administer.    Then  might  the  Spanish  Americans  have  exr 
pected,  that  the  general  interests  of  all,  would  be  at? 
tended  to;  and  thence,  would  they  have  lea,rnt,  that  it 
was  their  duty,  a9  well  as  their  interest,  to  place  full  con* 
lidence  in  the  assembly  of  their  new  representatives,  and 
their  trust  in  the  hands  of  those,  who  were  charged  with 
the.  general  execution  of  the  laws.    In  the  yltramarine 
provinces,  a  sincere  disposition  never  was  wanting  to 
yield  to  proper  explanations,  and  to  comply  with  jnst 
mea^Mres,  such  as  arose  out  ol  a  due  sense  of  public  beneOt, 
Itnd  a  yirtuous  regard  to  the  general  welfare.    Could  a 
more  valuable  opportunity  have  been  found,  of  impro^ 
ing  these  sentiments,  than  when  the  Cortes  first  as9emr 
Wed  in  La  Isla  de  Leon  ?    To  consult  the  want»  of  erery 
part  of  the  community,  and  to  lay  the  foundations  of 
public  administration,  on  the  affections  of  all  the  memt 
bers  thereof,  was  the  greatest  glory  to  which  the  new 
Cortes  of  Spain  could  aspire;  and  this  was  qot  to  be 
done,  by  continuing  a  war,  of  which  the  legitimacy  had 
neither  been   discussed  or  proved.     As  men,  nnxiQUf 
for  the  welfare  and  happineia  of  th^ir  entire  natiop^  it 
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particularly  behoved  them,  to  guard  the  equilibriuill 
eftablished  therein  by  the  general  laws;  and  if  th^ 
Spanish  Americans  had  been  declared  equal  in  rights^ 
afid  were  also  found  so  in  their  ancient  charters,  the 
practical  and  full  exercise  of  that  equality,  undoubtedly 
belonged  to  them.  It  was  to  the  Cortes  that  they  looked, 
fer  this  act  of  justice,  and  to  their  patriotic  exertions; 
to  promote  the  essential  redress,  as  a  means  of  pacification^ 
they  trusted  with  new  and  undiminished  confidence. 

tJnfortunately,  however,  for  the  interests  of  both 
parties,  the  Cadi^  government  was  not  disposed  to  adopt 
liberal  and  conciliatory  measures,  nor  was  it  inclined  to 
redress.  Slaves  or  nothing,  appeared  to  be  the  motto  of 
all  the  new  governments  ;  and  the  words  of  the  Jesuits, 
iised  to  Benedict  XIV.  when  he  proposed  a  reform,  in 
t)rder  to  prolong  the  existence  of  their  society,  sint  ut 
9unt,  vil  non  sint,  might  be  very  well  applied  to  them 
all.  The  fact  is,  the  Cadiz  mercantile  interests  had  al- 
ready taken  the  alarm,  for  in  consulting  the  good  of  their 
country,  the  new  governments  in  America,  as  before 
fthewn,  had  removed  the  shackles  of  trade,  and  this  sole 
measure,  became  the  real  nucleus,  on  which  the  whole 
odium  gathered  and  accumulated.  Instead  of  being 
grateful  for  the  patriotic  manner,  in  which  the  Spanish 
Americans  had  watched  over  the  safety  of  their  country, 
•volunteered  in  donations  and  succours,  pledged  them- 
Belves  to  Ferdinand,  bound  themselves  to  the  cause  <rf 
Spaiii,  and  sworn  eternal  enmity  to  the  commoti  foe,  the 
tiew  governnients  instantly  treat  them  as  rebels,  and  war 
is  declared  against  them,  in  compliment,  ad  it  were,  to 
the  chiefs  they  had  just  deposed.  This  war  is  continued 
trnder  the  greatest  aggravations,  mutual  enmity  is  its 
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itftue,  ahd  universal  deva^tion  eniuefu     Tbe  Spahiifa 
Americans  appeal  to  Spain,  ;recar  to  Englrad^  aildare 
treated  with  contempt*  Chastisement,  threats  and  decreea 
pf  blockade,  or  at  most,  insulting  proposals  ^  pardoil, 
are  the  answers  given  to  their  just  and  reiterated  remoQ« 
strances  and  claims;  all  of  which  might  be  reduoed  to 
very  few  points,  vie.  equality  of  representation,  Juntos^ 
free  traile,  equal  eligibility  to  offices  in  their  own  coun^^ 
try,  i^nd  the  abolition  of  monopolies*    And  are  diese  de^ 
ijnands  unjust ;  are  they  unreasonable ;  are  they  such  as 
^am^nt,  a  war9  even  in  the  best  of  times,  on  the  p^rt  oi 
Spain  ;  or,  are  they  such  as  to  justify  England,  in  leaving 
ti^e  aggrieved  ultravmrine  provinces,  thus  neglected  mA 
abandoned,  to  the  fury  of  their  enemies,  and  ooffipelliBg 
them,  as  it  were,  to  have  called  in  the  French  to  j^eir  aid? 
$  $pain,  h^s  not,  how^ever,  acted  fixMn  igiioranqe»  in  the, 
great  Spanish  American  question,  though,-  it  i9  presuma- 
ble;^ England  has;  for  these  said  claims  were  brought  be« 
for^e  the  Cortes,  the  day  after  their  installation,  as  already 
noticed,  were  repeated  on  the  16th  November  followi«g» 
in  eleven  propositicHiis ;  again*  pn  the  aist  -Depembsr; 
were  discussed  in  January,  and  rejected,  or  definitely  de* 
ferred,  in  February,  1811.   When  the  flamtes  of  civil  w&r, 
began  to.  n^e  wider  xmd  with  greater  fury,  and  when  it 
was  visible,  tliatilie  Spanish  Americans  were  indignant 
at  the  treatm^t  they  received  from  the  national  congress 
the  question  was  again  agitated,  when  the  famous  re- 
monstrance of  the  who^  An^rican  deputies,  was  laid 
be^re  the  house,  on  the  1st  August^  ISll^    But,  even 
,that  cjear,  strong,  and  just  statement  of  facts,  was  reject^ 
ed  with  the  same  contempt,  and  treated  with  the  uaual 
disdain^ ;  or,  in  other  words^  twenty-nine  American  sid^ 
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stitiites,^  voted  against  one  hundred  and  twenty-^ve  Spa?- 
nish  deputies,  nearly  all  fill€td  with  prejudice,  and  tutored 
l;)y  the  noonopolists  of  Cadiz,  jealous  of  their  privileges. 
This  same  remonstrance,  was  afterwards  transmitted, 
with  seven  other  pubKc  memorials  from  America,  to  a 
committee,  where  it  was  buried  in  oblivion ;  and,  in. No- 
vember following,  instead  of  pacification,  redress,  and 
conciliatory  measures,  troops  were  sent  to  Mexico.  And 
who  was  it  fitted  out  these  troops,  since  the  poverty  of 
the  government,  deprived  it  of  the  means  ?  It  was  done  by 
«  subscription  of  the  very  same  merchants,  who  trembled 
for  the  loss  of  their  mcmopolies ;  the  same  who  influ- 
enced the  Cortes,  as  will  presently  be  shewn,  by  specious 
argum^ts,  not  to  open  the  trade  of  the  transatlantic  pro- 
vinces to  Englaed  ;  the  same,  in  short,  who  were  ready 
to  sacrifice  the  vital  interests  of  both  countries  to  their 
own  private  ends* 

The  only  material  alleviation  granted  to  the  Ameri* 
cans,  has  been  permission  to  work  their  own  quicksilver 
mines,  found  in  New  Spain  and  Peru ;  an  article  essen- 
jbially  necessaiy  for  the  amalgamation  of  the  precious 
metals,  and,  consequently  to  the  coining  of  money,  of 
.which  government  stood  in  the  greatest  need.  Thi^ 
grant  became  the  more  urgent,  as  the  mercury  from 
Trieste  and  Almaden,  could  np  longer  be  obtained ;  but, 
it  appears  rather  to  have  been  a  want  of  funds,  that  gave 
rise  to  this  condescension  on  the  part  of  the  Cortes ;  for 
the  monopoly  in  favour  of  the  crown,  still  exists;  though 
so  extremely  destructive  and  cramping  to  the  mining  inte- 
rests. Generally,  every  memorial,  petition,  and  remon- 
,sl7apce  of  a  public  nature,  presented  by  the  American 
deputies,  has  been  passed  over  to  an  ultramarine  corn- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


noitlee,  which,  figuratively,  has  b6en  called  t  mil  of  oh-' 
llvion,  where  they  ha\'«  been  forgotten,  and  from  whence 
the  strenuous  exertions  of  the  parties,  have  n6ver  be^n 
able  to  call  them  forth. 

The  fact  is,  no  cordiality  existed,  not  is  it  possible^ 
that  it  should  exist,  as  long  as  the  mercantile  interests," 
Hold  so  muqh  influence,  bv  till  liberality  id  tnade  thle 
basis  of  the  governmental  conduct.  The  Spanish  go** 
fernmqht  may  boast  of  decrees  made  to  betteJr  th^ 
situation  of  Anierica,  but  what  good  h^Ve  they  pro-^ 
5uced  ?  Even  what  reforms  werie  decreed,  have  riot 
been  executed ;  and  it  is  of  this  default^  that  more 
is  complained,  than  of  the  letter  of  the  law.  Many 
parts  of  the  code  of  laws  of  the  Indies,  were  in  theory; 
Ifood,  but  they  were  never  practiced.  The  siectibns  of 
Spanish  America,  are  still  under  the  sanie  kind  of  gover- 
i^ors,  and  the  same  maxijns,  and  the  saftie  toutihe,  t)rfe- 
Vail.  The  same  arbitrariness  exists  in  the  interpreting 
and  infringing  of  the  laws,  and  the  same  impunity  is 
practiced  to  oppressors. 

It  has  hot,  however,  been  for  tbe  want  of  lnean«,  or 
of  correct  data,  on  which  lo  found  themselves,  that  tb^ 
claims  and  rights  of  the  Spanish  Americans,^  haVe  iidt 
beeii,  hitherto,  fairly  discussed,  and  adequately  redressed 
by  the  Cortes  of  Spain.  ^The  wishes  of  the  tranS-atlatitic 
^provinces,  beside  the  cases  already  named,  were  fully  Ex- 
plained in  the  remonstrance  of  the  Mexican  deputy  \b 
tee  Cortes,  in  which  he  stated,  that,  according  to  the  ge- 
neral <^inion  of  N^w  Spain,  it  was  indispensably  heces- 
teiy  to  adopt  the  measure  of  provincial  Juntas,  in 'order 
io  shield  the  inhabitants  from  the  persecutions  of  Sptfhisll 
chiefs;  which  Juntas,  by  holding.  Ideally,  the^  fiU^rtttic 
power,  under  the  government  of  the  Peninsula,  and  act- 
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ing  aisl  its  immedfiate  organ  in  point  trf  rfgW,  mrght  r^ 
Strain  and  keep  in  due  bounds,  the  despotic  and  arbitrary 
aultority  of  the  viceroys  and  judicial  magistrates,  who 
^ould,  then,  become  more  the  administrators  of  the  law, 
than  the  tyrants  of  the  people,  who,  if  injured,  woulJ 
not,  then,  have  to  come  to  Europe  for  redress.    That  this 
local  administration  and  check  on  the  viceroys,  even  u^ 
to  the  present  day,  appears  to  be  the  chief  object  f6r 
which  the  Spanish  Americans  are  contending,  will  be 
clearly  seen  from  General  Rayons  letter  to  the  Bishop  <^ 
La  Puebla,  dated  September  15, 181 1>  in  which  he  says, 
*•  We  are  now  arrived,  at  that  precise  period,  in  wbicfc 
it  b  not  possible  to  remedy  the  great  confusion  the  couri- 
iry  at  present  experiences,  unlefes  it  is;  by  adopting  the 
fiystem  of  g6vernment,  intended  to  be  established.    Thie 
€^sential  point  of  this  is,  that  the  European  give  up  and 
resign  the  government,  which  he  has  held  so  many  yeari. 
Into  the  hands  of  a  congress,  or  national  Junta,  to  be 
composed  of  representatives  of  the    provhices.    Ttet 
this  congress  be  not  the  tool  of  Spain,  but  that  it  hare 
the  care  of  itself,  of  the  defence  of  the  kingdom,  the 
coni^ervation  of  our  holy  religion,    the   observance  of 
Just  laws,  the  establishment  of  those  which  may  be 
deentied  adequate,  and,  also,  that  it  watch  over  the  rights 
of  our  acknowledged  monarch,  Ferdinand  Vn.**    And  is 
tiot  this  consistent  with  justice,  is  it  not  practised  by  aH 
other  extensive  Settlements,  does  not  the  same  exist  in 
Ireland,  m  the  British  East  Indies,  in  Canada,  nay,  even 
•  hi  our  West  India  islands?    Had  not,  also,  Ireland  her 
parliament,  prior  to  the  union,  and  vhis  She  not  pdssessed 
of  the'  means  to  withstand  the  abuse  of  power,  and  to 
>top  the  arbitrary  acts  of  guilty  Ambition? 
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%ht  tbut,'  fundftmentally,  discuflsing  the  origia  and 
causes  of  the  unfortunate  dissentions,  which  exist  between 
European  and  American  Spaiiii  and,  in  circumstantially, 
felating  the  various  p^rticuhirs,  as  they  occurred,  I  con- 
ceive  it  my  duty,  before  I  proceed  any  further,  to  give 
my  reader,  in  as  abridged  a  shape  as  possible,  an  idea 
,of  the  nature  of  the  eleven  propositions,  made  by  the 
American  deputies  in  the  Cortes ;  as  they  were  supposed 
to  contain  all  their  constituents  demanded,  and  to  amount 
to  .the  specific  basis,  on  which  the  Spanish  Americans 
were  ready  to  lay  down  their  arms,  and  again  enter  into 
sincere  friendship  with  their  Peninsular  brethren.  At  the 
end  of  each,  illustrative  obserrationa,  are  added. 

Proposition  L  In  conformity  to  the  decree  of  I5th 
October  ulto,  the  national  representation  of  every  part  \)f 
Spanish  America,  and  the  Spanish  West  India  and  Phtli- 
pine  islands,  includmg  each  individual  class  of  their  inha- 
bitants, shaH  be,  respectively,  the  same,  in  form,  manner, 
and  without  distinction,  as  in  the  provinces  and  islands 
of  European  Spain. 

^  Observation.  By  the  decree  <^  the  15th  ^October, 
all  the  inhabitants  of  Spanish  America,  l^d  been  in- 
distinctly declared  equal  with  those  of  Spain.  Accord- 
ing to  the  ancient  legislature  of  the  latter,  as  explained  in 
the  early  pages  of  this  expose,  even  the  Indians  bad 
been  declared  as  much  subjects  of  the  king,  as  the  na- 
tives of  Castile.  It  was  this  practical  equality,  particu- 
larly in ,  representation,  which  the  American  deputies 
-now  insisted. on*  The  population  of  Ix^h  countiiesHS, 
certainly,  mixed  in  a  great  degree,  for  in  Spain,  besides 
Moorish  descendants^  there  are  persons  of  colour  and 
gypsieSj  agaiuat  whom  no  exceptions  existed.    In  the 
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ultremarine  provunces^some  of  the  most  Uborious,  valu- 
able, and,  often,  rich,  part  of  the  population,^  consists  Of 
coloured  persons ;  and  if,  under  the  ancient  laws,  they 
were  even  admitted  to  study  in  the  colleges,*  certainly, 
"  they  were  deserving  of  being  represented,  as  long  as  their 
state  was  that  of  freedom.    Against  the  Indians,  there 
*  could  be  no  reasonable  objecticm,  they  being  blended  in 
the  general  population ;  nor  can  any  thing  be  supposed 
so  ridiculous,  as  that  the  chief  inhabitants  of  an  immense 
continent,  are  to  be  subservient  to  laws,  in  the  formation 
of  which,  they  have  no  part.    This  point  was  never  car- 
'  lied)  and  in  the  new  constitution,  as  will  hereafter  be 
seen,  it^  intention  was  completely  frustrated.^ 

Proposition  IL  The  free  natives  and  inhabitants  of 
Spanish  America,  shall  be  allowed  to  cultivate  and  rear 
whatever  their  climate  will  produce ;  and  to  promote 
^tbeir  n^nufactures,  industry ,  and.  arts,  in  all  their 
extent. 

Observation.  Granted :  but,  it  is  much  to  be  feared, 
that  this,  like  other  concessions  made  by  the  king's  mi* 
nisters,  when  from  the  evidence  of  justice,  they  could 
not  be  denied,  will  be  of  little  avail.  That  is,  the  chiefs 
in  power,  have  always  been  instructed  to  contravene 
them,  in  a  secret  manner.  Humboldt^  in  several  places, 
alludes  to  this  fact,  and  observes,  that  even  what  the 
laws  permit  with  regard  to  manufactures,  the  policy  of 
the  government  frustrates,  not  only  by  not  encouraging, 
but  aho  by  hindering  them  by  indirect  measures,  as  has 
always  been  the  case,  with  the  manufactures  of  silk,  pa- 

*  la  Lisas,  fome  mulatoet,  uader  the  celebrated  Dr.  Unaime, 
have  made  tiDgolar  pregreit  in  medicioe,  and  many  uiefaldiKO- 
vertei,  in  the  virtue  of  native  phiBtt,  are  owing  to  them. 
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y^l  ab3  glasi  In  like  manner,  the  Cortes,  in  order  to 
contravene  the  advantages  that  might  result  from  this 
doncession,  opposed  its  being  published  by  the  execu- 
tive, nor  were  any  measures  taken  for  its  effective  com- 
ipliance,  in  the  country  to  which  it  referred. 

Proposition  III.  That  the  Spanish  American,  pro- 
vinces, shall  enjoy  ample  faculty  to  export  their  own 
Datuml  productions  and  manufactures,  to  the  Peninsula^ 
is  well  as  to  allied  and  neutral  nations;  and  they  shall 
be  allowed  the  importation  of  whatever  they  may  want, 
either  in  national  or  foreign  vessels ;  in  consequence  of 
Which,  all  their  ports  are  to  be  opened. 

Proposition  IV.  There  shall  be  a  free  ^trade  between 
{Spanish  America  and  the  Spanish  possessions  in  Asia, 
every  exclusive  privilege  opposed  to  this  freedom,  being 
abolished. 

Proposition  V.  There  shall  also  be  established,  a  free- 
dom to  trade  from  all  the  ports  of  Spanish  America  and 
the  Philipine  islands,  to  other  parts  of  Asia;  every  other 
privilege  to  the  contrary,  being  annulled. 

Observation.  These  three  propositions  relating  to  the 
imme  point,  were  reserved  for  discussion,  till  after  the 
report  of  the  committee  of  finance.  The  Regency  at  the 
instance  of  Great  Britain,  in  April,  18H,  proposed  to  the 
Cortes  to  grant  a  free  trade,  and  it  was  agitated  in  secret 
ifcessions.  The  opinion  of  the  Cadiz  Board  of  Trade,  was 
taken,  tjrhose  members  were  all  adverse  to  the  measure, 
on  grounds,  which  well  deserve  a  separate  revision. 
Another  adverse  opinion,  was  forwarded  by  the  Mexico 
Board  of  Trade,  consisting  of  Europeans,  signed  on  the 
Wth  of  July,  1811,  extremely  injurious  to  the  British, 
and  in  which  it  is  attempted  to  prove,  that  a  free  trade, 
is  contrary  to  the  peace  of  Utrecht,  and  the  Christian 
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religioB*  The  Cortes  reji^bted  the  motioD,  on  Ae  l$tb> 
ofAu^ustj  1811,  and  noirtUl  the  month  of  June,  was  ^ 
CQatting  trade  allowed  to  nationals,  but  the  order  wa§ 
never  issued,  which  rendered  it  useless.  Even  in  Sep^ 
tember  following,  the  deputy  for  Vera  Cruz,  urged;  by 
the  European  interests*  endeavoured  to  abolisl)  this  cpn^; 
cession;  and  Viceroy  Vcnegas  opposed  the  entry  of  veg« 
sels  from  thQ  Havanab,  even  after  the  substitutein  for  tba^ 
place,  advised,  that  the  grant  had  passed  the  bouse.  Xjk 
1819>  England  again  renewed  her  overtures  for  a  freQ_ 
^rade,  of  whicb  mention  will  be  made  in  another  place* 
With  regard  to  Asia,  and  the  Philipine  idands,  nothing 
was  granted.  Thus,  has  nearly  the  whole  trade  of 
Spanish  America,  laid  dormant  since  the  revoluticm  of 
the  mother^ountiy. 

Proposition  VL  AU  esiancos  or  monopolies,  abptU  \m 
suppressed,  but  the  public  treasury  shall  be  indemnified 
&r  the  ubility  arising  therefrom,  by  fresh  duties  on  tlui 
monopolised  articles.  ': 

Observation.  This  question  was  reserved  for  tht 
Qpin^il  of  ihe  committee  of  finance,where  it  still  remainii« 
nQthwithstandiT^  that  in  Spain,  from  the  time  of  the  Ce9A 
tral  Junta,  the  monopolies  had  been  abolished,  and  tho 
people  iiad  burnt  the  guar4  bouses.  The  monopoly  ol 
tobacco,  has  only  lately,  been  thrown  down. 

Proposition  V|L  The  working  of  the  qMickfilyef 
mines^  shall  be  free  in  Spanish  America,  but  the  admi^iSt 
tration  of  their  produce^  shall  remain  in  cbarge  of  tite 
constituted  authorities* 

Observation*  This  is  the  only  point,  on  which  t^ 
Cortea  (Mrderecl  the  Regency  to  circulate  ordew^tht 
leasons  of  this  readiness,  are  already  explained* 

ProposUion^Vm.    AU  Sipanisb  Amtaricaw,  wbetfeet 
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of  Spanish  orb^iittii  descent^  thall  be  equally  eligible 
with  natfre  Spaiiiaids^  to  ail  offices  of  rank  or  emotti* ' 
ment,  both  at  court,  and  in  every  other  part  of  die  mo^ 
narcby. 

Observation,  The  exclusions  in  this  particalar,  even 
in  their  own  country,  are  what  the  Creoles  bav»  lotig 
borne  with  preying  chagrin*  Many  juridfcal  temon- 
strances  have  been  laid  before  the  throne,  on  this  subject,' 
some  of  which  are  to  be  found  in  Solorzaho,  as  well  as  in 
Dr.  Ahumada,  an  author  of  more  recent  date.  Of  thjis 
particular  grievance,  considerable  mention  has  been  al« 
ready  made.  During  the  reign  of  Charles  III.  an  attempt 
was  made,  entirely  to  deprive  the  Creoles  of  all  nomina-*' 
tions,  which  caused  the  municipality  of  Mexico,  about 
the  middle  of  the  last  century,  to  send  over  a  celebrated* 
remonstrance,  which,  certainly,  deserves  to  be  called,  an 
eloquent  d^nbnstration  of  the  rights  of  the  Spanish  Ame*' 
ricana.  IHiis  proposition  was  declared  to  be  contained  in 
the  said  decree  of  equality  of  rights,  of  the  15th  October; 
or  of  promises,  as  before  mentioned,  made  as  a  tbeoreticaliex- 
periment,  but  which,  never  brought  any  good  to  thfe  ultra- 
marin^e  provinces ;  afr  proof  of  which  I  will  add,  that  the 
tributes  were  not  tietken  off  the  Indians;  till  April,  1811, 
that  is,  when  the  revolutionaiy  parties  bad  already  an* 
nulled  them;  nor  was  the  destructive  mita  thrown  down 
in  Peru,  till  September,  1812.  That  this  may  be  better 
understood,  an  explanation  of  the  mita  is  found  in  my 
appendix,  under  the  head  of  H.  In  order  that  my  reader* 
may  have  a  more  complete  idea  of  the  grievance,  which 
the  8tb  proposition  was  intended  to  remove,  I  wduld 
asif  him,  wlntt  would  be  the  feelings  of  Ireland,  if  her 
natives  were  prevented  from  rising  in  proportion  to  their^ 
merits,  with  our  oiwn  citizens?     Were  this  the  case^ 
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would  it  beexpected>  that  the  union  could  be  cordial 
and  lasting?  Natives  of  our  sister  island,  are  even  at  the^ 
head  of  our  councils  and  armies,  and  far  from  feeling 
Jealousy  or  suspicion,  they  constitute  our  glory  and  our 
pride* 

Proposition  IX.  Especially  consulting  the  natnid 
protection  of  the  respective  kingdoms  of  Spankh  America 
it  shall  be  declared,  that  half  of  theooaniiationsineacb^ 
shall  be  given  to  natives  thereof 

Observation.  In  pursuance  to  the  ancient  laws*  we 
have  already  seen,  tluit  the  Creoles  are  entiUed  to  a.pi«- 
ference  in  their  own  country,  but  that  by  the  suqcewive 
despotism  of  their  kings,  and  the  scandalous  venality  of 
the  court,  this  provision  was  of  no  avaiU  Charles  IIL 
in  consequence  of  the  strong  remonstrance  from  Mexico^ 
above  alluded  to,  had  ordered  the  audiencias  and  church 
preferments  to  be  given,  in  an  equal  proportion,  toCreoles; 
but  this  was  never  complied  with,  nor  was  it  now  enac* 
ted  afresh,  though  this  is  the  principal  point  of  complaint, 
which  has  caused  disturbances  in  Spanish  America,rfn>m 
the  time  of  its  discovery.  In  Spain,  there  are  164  Ca- 
thedrals and  Collegiates,  together  with  4103  Prebenda- 
ries, of  which,  it  may  naturally  be  imagined,  that  few 
or  none,  fall  to  the  lot  of  Creoles;  and  in  the  whole  of 
Spanish  America,  there  are  47  metropolitan  Churches^ 
and  501  Prebendaries,  so  th^  to  ask  for  the  half  of  these^ 
was  not  by  any  means  extravagant  The  fact  is,  the 
Spaniards  had  always  considered  the  ultramarine  pro- 
vinces as  a  land  of  promise,  exclusively  sought  and  held 
for  their  advantage,  and  to  diminish  their  prospects  of 
gain,  was  to  touch  them  to  the  quick. 
*  Proposition  X.  For  the  exact  fulfilbnent  of  the  above 
$tipulation^  there  sbaU  be  a  consultive  Junta^  formed  in 
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tftcU  capitals  ^ho  shall  propose  the  persons  ia  tun^  ^rbo 
may  he  suited  |q  fill  each  vacancy,  &c. 
;  ObservatjoB.  This  certainly  would  have  ^reiatly  coa^ 
tributad  to  establish  order  and  justice,  in  thi$  particular, 
but  there  were  too  many  hungry  mouths  to  fill,  for  it  ta 
Ve  carried  into  effect.  And  as  the  case  no\v  stands,  it  is 
less  likely  the  Creoles  can  be  satisfied  in  this  their  just  d^- 
Unand,  for  they  nau^t,  necessarily,  expect  to  be  over-rpii 
with  a  number  of  cbiefs  and  dignitaries,  who  will  thei^ 
teeH  ^  compensation,  for  what  they  have  lost  in  the  Pepin- 
t^^,  unless  kiog  Ferdinand  epters  intp  a  sense  pf  th^ 
hardships,  of  the  transatlantiq  provinces,,  and  acts  ^ith 
HH^re.  libemlity,  ihm  th^  govemmenti  which  hav^  reprp^r 
sented  him  during  hi^  absence. 

,  Pr<^Q9ition  Xlf  Consideripg  it  essential  to  the  prq^ 
gress  of  civiUzatioii,  an4  the  instruction  of  the  {ndi^tn^ 
^e  c^d^r  of  the  Jesuits  shall  be  restored. 
•  Obperyatiop.  This  propositiop  was  not  admitted  t^ 
(tisqiis^iop.  It  priqcipally  related  to  the  advantage  oif 
"^^m,  wher§  the  Jesuits  jn  foriper  tiipes,  had  ceitaip|jr 
brought  the  liidi^ns  out  of  their  barbarops  h^bita>  int^ 
ibose  of  civilization ;  ^nd  if  it  proves  no  more,  it  ajt 
least  evinOe^A  ^  liberality  and  enlightened  zeal,  with 
which  the. Aiyieri^^  deputies  jn  the  Cortes,  squ^]^  t^ 
promote  the  interests  ^pd  welfare  of  t;heir  coui^try. 

sSuch  were  the  economical  points  agitated  by  phf 
Americam  deputies,  ^p  U>  the  pionth  of  Februaiy,  Igl^, 
«iid  uufih  were  the  terips  and  context  of  the  redresa  the^ 
sought  for  their  cgnstitueptSf  Having  thus  prejpepted 
'.the  facta  as  they  occurred,  and  also  in  the  most  pffi<fH|l 
form,  I  leave  my  reader  to  judge  pf  the  ju#^ice  of  t;hef^ 
^mandsj  and  to  condudet  whe^r  a  ^t  ^ni^  on 
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ti^kk  i^it  feh&i\,  as  a  bai^s,  can  be  just  in  the  eyei  off 
€r6dor  man;  and  whether  England^  with  these  proofs 
before  her,  ought  to  be  ashamed  of  the  inhabitants  of  at* 
ctttJtinent>  to  whoin  she  ha»  so  ofte»  given  assurances  of 
regard?  and  esteem.  The  objects  of  the  above  eleven  pro^ 
^hion^,  together  with  a  new  governing  ^steni,  con- 
sisting of  protinciai  Juntas  dr  assemblies,  representing 
tire  general  government  at  home,  as  a  check  on  the  vice- 
toys  and  judges,  was  ail  the  people  of  Spanish  America, 
*sked  through  their  deputies  in  the  Cortes  j  and  it  is  to 
their  refusal,  that  a  continuation  of  the  greatest  horrors, 
flial  ever  marked  ancient  or  modem  annate^  h  owing  5 
Bonrors  of  such  a  nature,  that  the  Scenes  of  the  primitive 
Conquest,  are  thereby  renewed.  The  new  Cortes  of 
Spain,  as  before  explained,  had  it  in  their  power,  tat 
place  two  nations,  sprung  from  the  same  origin,  alike  in 
ttmnners  and  in  language,  and  formed  to  be  connected  by 
the  bonds  of  reciprocal  fellowship  and  mutual  interest^ 
in  the  situation  of  sincere  friends;  by  only  securing  to 
^e,  a  practical  equality  conformable  to  reason  and  law^ 
knd  by  thus  removing  the  causes  of  present,  as  w^ll  as 
ef  future  dissentions.  For  them  was  it  reserved,  to  averl 
ftfe  continuance  of  civil  storms,  which  already  threatened 
to  disunite  those,  whom  a  just  cause  and  tbe  abhorrence 
ef  a  treacherous  enemy,  had  united ;  and  by  fixing  the 
firm  basis  of  general  good,  they  were  then  enabled  to 
restore  peace  and  harmony  amongst  their  fellow-bre* 
thren; 

"f  bese  great  and  desirable  ends,  might  have,  tmJ 
dciubtedly,  been  answered,  if  that  spirit  of  prudence  and 
Inoderation,  so  essential  to  the  management  of  discordant 
interests,  had  been  displayed  within  the  walls  of  the  Cortes; 
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Mid  if  personal  consrderations,  had  not  been  mingie<| 
with  the  general  acts  of  government    It  was  on  the  pf6^ 
serration  of  unanimity,  and  on  the  careful  continuanct 
in  health  and  vigour,  of  that  fraternity  and  fellowship, 
which  had  hitherto  prevailed;  that  the  happiness  and  se<* 
curity  of  the  country,  depended;   and  it  was  by  this- 
means  only,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  that  the  legitimate 
executive  powers,  could  be  left  unimpaired.    It  was  not 
the  Spanish  Americans  alone,  who  were  sensible  of  the 
degraded  system  under  which  they  were  governed.   The 
intendant  D''.  Gonsalez  Montoya,  by  order  of  the  Cortes 
and  Regency,  drew  up  a  plan,  suited  to  conciliate  the 
interests  of  European  and  American  Spain,  and  as  s 
basis  of  a  constitution,  for  the  latter.    Speaking  from 
experience,  he  ingenuously  confesses,  "  that  tlie  Euro* 
pcan  chiefs,  exercise  there,  a  pure  despotism  and  a  con- 
tinued  tyranny,  always  committing  extravagant  actet 
that  if  they  do  any  good,  it  is,  because,  the  Creoles  teach 
them,   who,  alone,  understand  their  own  welfare,  and 
lav^s  and  customs.    For  this  reason,  Spain  ought  to  give 
up  to  them,  all  their  own  economical  government^  for, 
since,  they  do  not  send  over  officers  to  us,  he  adds,  there 
is  no  reason,    why  we  ought  to  send   such  over  to 
them."* 

Impressed  alike  from  reason,  observation,  and  fe^« 
ing,  as  ought  to  have  been  the  members  of  the  new 
Cortes,  with  the  necessity  imposed  on  the  nation,  of 
making  every  sacrifice  to  put  an  end  to  evils,  whose 
syniptoms  daily  became  more  menacing^  the  national 
government  was  still  remiss  and  wavering!  m£]pftorials» 

*  ThU  sketch  wai  printed  in  Cadiz,  1811. 
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|M$Htiom»  and  remonstrai)ces  of  the  most  tirgeot  oattipei 
were  treated  with  negjlect  and  disdain;  and  even  th<MigU 
to  have  kept  entire  the  united  revenue  of  Spanish  Ame^ 
(ica^  for  the  pressing  wants  of  the  Peninsula,  would  havQ 
been  a  great  poiQt  gaiped  in  the  general  concerns  of  tb^ 
nation,  yet,  neither  the  qalls  of  policy,  nor  the  dictates 
pf  justipe,  could  rouse  the  new  l^islature  to  energy  and 
exerticNi^.  At  the  end  of  July,  th^  substitute  deputies, 
for  Santa  F6,  presented  to  the  Cortes,  the  new  constituf 
tion  made  by  that  province,  acknowledging  Ferdinand 
VII,  though  independent  of  the  governmejit  of  Spain. 
Arguelles^  then  rose  and  exclaimed,  **  that  since  one  prp^ 
vince  after  the  other,  continued  to  separate,  they  wer^ 
Qow  bound  to  hear  the  American  deputies;"  who,  on 
.the  li?t  of  Aqgust,  1811,  were  consequently,  encourage4 
to  lay  before  the  house,  aq  energetic  r^paonstranc^j^ 
signed  by  thirty-rthree  deputies, 

General  allusion,  has  already  been  made  to  this  den 
cument,*  and  its  contents,  certainly  constitute  a  cleajT 
and  olTicial  demonstration  of  the  causes  and  origin  of  the 
ejqstipg  dissentions,  and  an  enqmeiratioq  of  the  points  of 
controversy.  The  pauses  apd  origiQ,  s^re  ^U^ted  to  have 
been  a  dread  of  beiqg  delivered  over  to  the  French;  an4 
their  immediate  explosion,  was  occasioned  by  insults,, 
ill-treatment,^  and  reproacheSf  The  g^i^e^al  and  prir 
IQOfdial  basi^  of  discontent,  is,  however^  proved  to  havje 
beep,  the  ^tate  of  sei;yility  and  oppression,  in  which  th^ 
altramarine  provinpes  had  bepn  kept,  by  the  despotisn^ 
9f  the  old  goverijmept,  whiph  the  new  ones,  qeglected 

1^  Thii  memoir  was  reprinted  in  London,  1819,  and  i»  also  f?^^^ 
^ntertecl  \^  Bi  Espanol,  for  the  SjOth  of  March,  ]8\2. 
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to  remove.  As  men^  the  deputies  argue,  equal  with  tb< 
Spaniards  in  rights,  their  constituents  are  entitled  to  aA 
equal  lepresentation,  in  the  present,  as  well  as  in  the 
future  Cortes.  As  fellow-citizens^  they  plead,  that  they 
Mght  to  have  the  working  of  their  quicksilver  mines^ 
the  cultivation  of  their  lands,  the  fisheries  of  their  own 
aeas,  and  manu&ctures  for  their  own  cloathing,  free  and 
unrestrained.  The  deputies  remind  the  Cortes,  that; 
although,  these  points  had  been,  in  some  measure^ 
'^nted  by  the  house,  no  orders  for  their  accomplish- 
ment, had  been  issued  by  the  executive ;  and  they  again 
insist,  on  the  abolition  of  monopolies,  which  remained 
untouched.  As  social  beings^  they  reason,  that  the 
Spanish  Americans  ought  to  be  remunerated,  equaUy, 
and  according  to  their  respective  merits^  by  the  distri- 
bution of  offices;  that  they  ought  to  be  allowed  a  ffee 
trade  with  nations  at  peace;  and  be  freed  from  the  despo* 
-tism  of  European  mandatories,  by  means  of  provincial 
assemblies,  to  hold  them  in  check. 

Without  these  points  being  granted,  the  deputies  add, 
•*  it  will  not  suffice  for  Spain  to  destroy  the  present  po^ 
puktion,  and  send  over  new  settlers,  for  their  children 
cannot  fail  to  love  tiie  land  on  which  they  are  bom,  and 
^consequently,  they  will  not  be  more  disposed  to  live 
under  the  trammels  of  oppression.  It  is  this  alone, 
which  the  present  inhabitants,  seek  to  remedy,  H  they 
do  not  acknowledge  the  existing  government,  it  is  be- 
cause they  belietc  it  illegitiniate;  in  this,  they  may  be 
actuated  by  a  politicaJ  error,  but  it  is  not  a  rebellion, 
since  they  acknowledge  the  bead  of  the  monarchy;  and 
they  have  even  organized  their  Juntas^  without  with* 
holding  their  representative  concurrence,  in  th^  Cortes^ 
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as  faf  as  ^Wovr^A,  confottnably  to  what  they  themselveli 
demonstrate,  in  their  public  papers.*  For  this  very 
reason,  they  cannot  be  accused  of  sedition;  for  the 
division  of  two  parts  of  the  monarchy,  cannot  be  treated 
9B  such,  when  both  remain  united  in  the  same  ptince,  in 
like  manner,  as  the  division  of  two  brothers,  who  ^tili 
remain  utider  the  paternial  authority,  cannot  be  termed 
an  emancipation  of  either  of  them;  nor  is  the  separatioJk 
of  two  churches  who  acknowledge  the  Same  pontifl^ 
called  a  schism,  since  this  "^as  the  case  for  many  aged^ 
with  the  Greek  and  Latin  churches.** 

This  memoir  was  read  in  secret  ses^ons,  and  pro^* 
duce4  a  degree  of  heat  and  asperity,  that  nearly  brought 
©n  blows;  and,  eyentually,  it  followed  the  fate  of  all 
the  others;  that  is,  it  slumbers  in  the  hands  of  the  ut- 
iramarine  committee^  from  which,  neither  the  thunder 
<^  a  Demosthenes,  nor  the  eloquence  of  a  Cicero^  couM 
call  it  forth.    The  fact  is,  that  no  cordial  disposition 
existed  in  the  majority  of  the  Spanish  deputies,  to  grant 
to  the  ultramarine  provinces,  the  practical  exercise  Of 
those  equal  rights,  which  belonged  to  them  from  the 
time  of  their  settlement;  and  which  had  been  so  recently 
decreed  them  on  paper^    It,  consequently,  became  use- 
less, for  so  small  a  proportion  of  American  deputies^  to 
bring  forward  motlons|  for  they  were  negatived,  not 
from  any  conviction  of  their  inconsistenty,  but,  because, 
they  were  prqudged  before  being  submitted  to  the  hous^^ 
and  thrown  out,  merely  in  consequence  of  the  quarter, 
4Tem  whence  they  originated.    In  a  question  of  this  d^ 
4Jcate  nature,  it  was,  nevertheless,  evident,  that  nothing 

♦  Caracas  Gazette,  July  ^1,  18i0- 
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hut  cbnciliatory  measures  could  be  productive  bt  hif^ 
tnony;  and  it  was  particularly  Requisite,  that  above  alU 
iiatred  and  resentment  should  b6  didcduraged.  For  th6 
Foundation  of  any  just  and  equitable  ttieasurei,  on  the 
part  of  Spain,  there  had  long  existed  a  broad  platform 
on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic;  for,  as  fully  demon* 
fetrated,  in  the  outset  of  my  subject,  at  no  period  of  timcj 
had  the  attachment  of  the  ultramarine  provinces  to  the 
mother-country,  been  more  strong  or  more  general,  than 
when  the  invaded  state  of  the  latter,  was  known  to  them. 
Whatevei"  hostilities  had  been,  hithertd,  carried  on, 
-were  for  defensive  purposes,  but,,  the  Spanish  Americans, 
generally,  still  acknowledged  the  same  monarch)  and 
bnly  complained  of  the  degraded  system  by  which  they 
-\Vere  goVemed^  which  it  became  necessary  t<5  remove^ 
•«s  a  pnevrous  step  to  the  restoration  of  concord*  Thii 
'desirable  end  could  never  be  attaitied,  as  long  as  the 
members  of  the  national  legidlatur^^,  \vere  liot  disposed 
to  divest  themselves  of  prejudice,  and  till  the  reign  of 
"terror,  was  at  an  end;  nor  could  the  Spanish  Americans 
conceive  themselves  satisfied,  or  happy  with  their  Ibt,  as 
long  as  the  government  at  home,  was  continually  distrust^ 
ful^  and  rendered  jealous  and  suspicious  by  the  hardships 
of  the  American  people^  which  it  had  neither  the  courage 
to  reraove>  or  even  the  liberality,  candidly  to  discuss. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  Cadii  press,  Was  continually 
plyed;  invective,  reproach,  and  scurnlity,  were  daily 
dished  up  under  a  variety  of  seasonings,  to  please  th^ 
palates:  of  the  votaries  of  giairi,  and  galling  expressions 
of  scorn  and  contempt,  wiere  uttered  on  etery  possible 
occasion;  till  at  last,  the  pride  of  the  Spaniard  was 
roused  to  the  continuance  of  a  war,  which  was^  supposed 
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ju^,  because  it  was  represented  so,  1[)y  the  servile  and 
the  interested.  In  short,  there  was  no  disposition  to 
render  private  convenience  subservient  to  public  good; 
and  such  was  at  lengthy  the  prevalence  of  deception, 
that  the  national  character  was  thought  at  stake,  and 
bound  for  its  honour,  to  continue  the  war,  with  fresh 
vigour.  Any  thing  less  than  unconditional  submission, 
was  deemed  a  greater  blot,  than  even  bowing  to  the 
French  yoke.  Thence,  were  all  the  exertions  of  the 
American  deputies,  rendered  useless,  and  the  tardy  and 
islack  mediatory  offers  of  England,  were  treated  witii 
disdain. 

$  Had  the  Spanish  government,  at  that  time,  only  ex- 
amined well,  the  histoiy  of  the  revolutionary  war  of  North 
America,  what  a  variety  of  useful  lessons,  might  it  not 
have  culled  out  for  its  future  guidance  ?  It  would  there 
have  seen,  the  fatal  consequences  of  a  rash  and  incon* 
siderate  act,  on  the  part  of  a  parent  state,  who,  by  sub- 
sequent concessions  proposed,  seems  heartily  to  have  re- 
pented of  her  intemperance.  Had  the  Cadiz  governnient 
further  compared  the  present  demands  of  the  Spanish 
American  provinces,  with  the  original  situation  of  the 
various  settlements,  now  called  the  United  States,  it 
would  have  found,  that  the  former  actually  sue  for  no 
more,  than  what  the  latter  enjoyed,  before  they  asserted 
their  independence;  that  is,  whilst  even  colonies  of 
England,  they  had  local  checks  over  their  governors, 
ind  that  their  governing  system  was  such,  as  not  to 
clash  with  their  happiness  or  pros|^rity.  ^  Another  still 
more  valuable  Wesson  might  have  been  borrowed,  from 
which  the  Cortes  would  have  learnt^  that  it  is  never  too 
ate  to  do  an  act  of  justice;   nor  is  it  unbecoming,  or 
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flMbcineui:<i)>lie«  viii  M-  pmeot  state,  to  endeavour  to  recoo^ 
^iie.  her  dist«ot  offspring,  as  long  as  the  basis  offered,  is 
consistent  witU  reason  and  justice,  and  conformable  t^ 
tiie  dictates  pf  prudence  and  humanity..  The  origiaat 
causes  which  lead  to  the  North  American  ^ar,  ap*e  tofi 
recent  and  too  well  understood,  to  require  unycommevt' 
here,  as  an  explanation  to  those  circumstances,  I  a^ 
^bout  to  subjoin..  The  high  tpne,  with  which  Hi^  M^ 
je&ty's  ministers  and  parliament,  spoke  to  tbos^  coloni^^ 
find  the  sanguine  hopes^  under  which  hostilities  W'^ns 
pommenced  on  the  part  of  England,  are  fresh  in  tk» 
memories  of  all.  Yet,  after  the  war  had  been  prosecuted 
by  tja^  jprown,  for  some  years,  with  heavy  expence  and 
firei^t  c^Jainlty,  the  cabinet  receded  jTrom  the  high  grpnod 
it  had  t^en  in  the  beginning,  and  a  plan  of  pacigcatioQ 
was  .determined  upon,  very  different  to  the  fii^preteu* 
sipjiis  in(3i9ted  on,  by  the  king  and  ministers* 

After  several  motion^  bftd  been  made  t^y  tke  oppost^ 

to  the  abandonment  of  the  American  war» 

ftve  notice  in  th^  House  of  Commons,  that 

id  a  plan  of  reconciliation;  confor^nfbly  tQ 

^ed  to  bring  in  1st  *^  a  bill  for  removing  all 

4oubts  and  apprehensions^  concerning  taxation  by  t^ 

p;^rliainent  of  Great  Britain,  in  any  of  the  colonies  apd 

plantations  of  North  America"    Sdly  ^^  A  bill  to  enabto 

^is  jy^ajestyi  to  appoint  commissioQers,  with  saffif^i^at 

power,  U^  treat;,  condyct,  and  a|[ree  vpon  l^he  mwns  <4 

;qiiietipg  the  disorder,  now  subsisting  in  certaii^  qi  tj^ 

colonies  (^America/' 

,  The  firrt  hill,  cpptained  f  dedajratipn,  "  tU*t  p«r%» 
.iiacnt  will  iw9(m  no  tajp,  pr  duty,  whatever,  payable 
within  .^y  of  tbf  coIpAies  of  Nortb  A^i^ncai  w^pt 
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3&e  purposes  cf  commerce;  the  net  proceeds  of  which, 
should  alwatys  he  paid  and  applied  to.,  and  for  the  use  ot* 
tfoe  colonies,  in  which  the  «ame  steill  be  respectively 
levied,  in  like  manner,  as  other  duties  collected  under 
the  authority  of  their  respective  legislatures,  are  ordiua- 
tily  paid  and  applied.**    It  was  insisting  on  the  opposite 
of  this  dause,  that,  in  feet,  produced  the  war;  but 
England,  by  fittai  experience,  had  seen  her  error,  and 
isbe  was  too  liberal  -and  too  enlightened,  to  persist  in  it, 
My  longer,  in  the  face  of  justice.    And  may  I  not  be 
^Itowed  to  ask,  whether  it  would  have  been  dishonour- 
able in  fiA^aiid,  reminding  Spain,  as  her  ally,  of  these 
iital  momentos ;  and  inspiring  into  her,  sentiments  Of 
equity  and  just  liberality,  whilst  it  was  yet  time  ?     Had 
Ubie  North  Americm  colonies,  then  to  lay  to  the  charge 
of  their  parent  statfe,  a  fiftieth  part  of  the  hardships  and 
Tettraints,  with  which  Spanish'  America  has  now  to  re- 
-pToaeh  Spain  I     Yet,  even  their  conduct  had  friends  and 
^mrtizans  amongst  ourselves,  and  eventually,  England 
had  to  confess,  that  a  great  share  of  blame  rested  with 
herself,  in  not  using  timely  redress,  and  plans  of  con- 
ciliaHon,  b^re  it  was  too  late.    The  jgreat  and  striking 
differehoe,  between  the  situation  of  the  Spanish,  com- 
pared with  the  British  Americans,  may  be  well  collected 
^ont  the  first  sections  of  this  exposi^;  and  the  opposite 
taalure  of  the  pretensions  of  the  first,  may  be  established 
4k>m  the  transactions  in  the  Cortes,  of  which  a  full  detail 
,  thasjust  been  given*  Yet,  though  the  parallel  of  cases  is  so 
^Hferent,  though  the  fete  of  Spanish  Americia,  is  such,  as 
%>  interest  the  feelings  of  the  most  apathized^lmd  though 
'*hc  justice  %W  nature  of  the  object,  is  so  transceJidently 
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j^ineater,  not  a  glow  of  sympathy,  appears;  yet»  eiihet  to 
bare  moved  the  ministers  or  people  of  England;  nay,  not 
even  an  expression  of  condolence,  has  escaped  either. 

The  second  bill  authorized  the  appointment  of  com* 
jnissioners  by  the  crown,  with  power  "to  treat,  either 
with  the  constituted  authorities,  or  with  individuajls  in 
America,  provided  that  no  stipulations  which  might,  be 
entered  into,  should  have  any  effect,  till  approared  ijji 
parliament,  other  than  is  afterwards  mentioped." — ^It 
was  thereby  enacted,  "  that  the  commissioners  may 
^ave  power  to  proclaim  a  cessation  of  hostilities,  in  any 
of  the  colonies;  to  suspend  the  non-intercour^.law ;  and 
further,  to  suspend^  during  the  continuance  of  the  B^ds, 
to  much  of  all,  or  any  of  the  acts  of  parliament  wfaicU 
have  passed,  since  the  10th  day  of  February,  .1763,  as 
relates  to  the  colonies." — **  To  grant  pardon  to  ^y  immr 
ber  or  description  of  persons,  and  to  appoint  a  governor 
in  any  colony,  in  which  His  Majepty  had  heretofore  ex- 
ercised the  power  of  making  such  appointo^ente." — 
These  two  bills,  passed  both  houses  of  parlian[ie|it,  with- 
out any  considerable  opposition^ 

Such  was  the  conduct  of  England,  at  the  momentous 
period,  when  experience  had  taught  her  ministers,  thfi 
fatal  consequences  of  a  rash  act^  and  the  many  difficul- 
ties of  carrying  on  a  war  at  such  a  distance.  Such  w^re 
the  proceedii^s  of  an  enlightened  nation,  moved  by  thp 
calamities  that  must  necessarily  follow  in  tb^  train  of  a 
bloody  civil  war;  the  continuance  of  which,  wi^b^iif; 
these  preliminary  steps  to  conciliation  had  preceded^ 
would  have  been  most  unjust  and  ty;-aanical.  Tkl^ 
measures  were  adopted,  even  though  her  aggravatipofs 
were  very  different  to  those  of  Spain^,  and  ]§rben  tiffi 
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1^6inU  of  controversy,  were  perfectly  distihch  'thd 
*0lii^6  branch,  here  accompanied  the  sword,  and,  if  possible; 
Ertglahd,  considering  she  was  fighting  against  her  owii 
blood,  was  more  magnanimous  in  this  act,  than  if  she 
had  decreed  fresh  troops  to  replace  those  of  Burgoyne, 
since  all  they  could  produce,  were  fresh  horrors  and 
fnbre  calamities.  Had  Spain  now  on  her  national  re- 
cords, siich  overtures  as  these,  and  had  she  manifested 
a  disposition  to  concord,  on  a  rational  basis,  then,  the 
-destruction  she  has  caused,  might  have  feome  excuse* 
tiDd'then,  the  existing  stigma,  had  been  wiped  from  her 
name.  Had  she  heard  the  claims  of  her  distant  brethren, 
had  she  coolly  and  deliberately  discussed  their  hardships, 
and  redressed  what  was  Just,  and  had  all  her  pacific 
overtures  been  treated  with  contempt,  then,  and  only 
tfaen>  would  her  war  have  been  just,  and  in  that  case 
alone,  could  England  have  beheld  her  conduct,  with  in- 
-difference. 

In  pix)secution  of  their  conciliatory  plans,  the  British 
^commissioners  arrived  in  North  America,  but  it  was, 
unfortunately,  too  late,'  circumstances  had  materially 
changed.  General  Burgoyne  had  been  defeated,  and, 
^bovfeaU,  the  French  and  Spaniards  had  now  manifested 
a  readiness  to  join  in  the  quarref,  in  favour  of  the  cold^ 
i&ists*  Their  efforts  to  carry  through  the  objects  of  their 
nriteion,  were,  consequently,  ineffectual ;  the  terms  were 
indeed  such,  as  the  colonists  woiild,  at  one  time,  joyfully 
have  accepted;  but  these  terms  now  required  an 
-union  of  both  countries,  under  one  common  sove-t 
teigti,  aitd  this  was  supposed  too  lowering  for  the  ground, 
bn  which  the  Colonists  then  stood.  All  those  mutual 
"laffectiotts,  vrhich  'as  parts  of  the  same  monarchy,  they 
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Ihtdbeen  aoctmtomed  to  fee}  for  their  European  brethren, 
had  no^^  been  extinguished,  by  a  long  and  distre^ng 
War;  the  States,  by  this  tinae^  had  discovered  their  own 
strength ;  brilliant  careers  were  atready  opeaed  to  most 
of  their  new  chiefi ;  and  their  recent  treaty  with  France, 
upheld  them  in  thetr  views  o[  absolute  independence. 
Another  material  trait,  in  the  election  of  these  commia<«' 
siooers,  was  well  deserving  of  the  htutation  of  the  Spa* 
BJdh  government,  viz.  they  were  all  persons^who  had 
openly  condemned  the  violent  measures  of  the  admini&N 
IratkHi,  and  had  wished  a  settlement  of  differences,  ett 
the  ground  fint.  taken  by  America,  and  lirere  conse* 
qnentlyt  iserions  friends  to  a  restoration  of  peace,  on  just 
md  reasonable  teilits.  And,  were  these  the  c]^alities 
^mnd  in  a  Cortabarria,  a  Venegas,  a  Calleja,  &c.  ?  In 
ber  terms  of  pacification,  England  authorizes  her  com* 
mfssloners  to  treat  with  constituted  authorities,  and  even 
with  individuals;  but  Spain,  has  deemed  it  dishonour* 
ibie,  to  treat  With  the  Juntas  of  the  ultranmrine  pro- 
vinces, though  they  were  assembled  in  imitation  of  her 
0Wn,  and  fdr  the  most  legal  and  constituticMial  motives. 

In  ordef,  however*  to  complete  my  parallel,  I  coun 
eeive  it  my  duty,  to  add  the  terms,  on  which  the  kings 
commissioners,  offered  to  renew  ihe  bonds  of  f^-mer 
Irtendship,  abd  to  put  an  end  to  the  ravages,  by  which 
the  severs]  States  of  North  America,  were  desolatedL 
Tb^  are  as  follow.  **  To  consent  to  a  cessation  «f 
ti^stiltties,  both  by  sea  and  land.— To  restore  free  httei- 
fxwrse,  to  revive  mutual  affection,  and  renew,  the  oOCBr* 
mon  benelits  of  naturalization,  through  the  severtl  parts 
of  the  empire.*— 'To  extend  every  freedom  of  tolite,  tint 
4be  respective  interetta  of  Britain  imd  Attttrica^  could 
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fequire,-^To  agree,  that  no  military  force  should  be  kept 
up  in  North  America^  withoitt  the  consent  of  the  general 
Ctmgress,  qt  particular  assemblies.— To  concur  in  i!nea«» 
snres  calculated  to  discharge  the  debts  of  America,  and 
to  raise  tlie  credit  and  value  of  the  paper  circulation.-^ 
To  peipetuate  the  union,  by  a  reciprocal  deputation  of 
a»  ageiat  or  agents^  who  shall  have  the  pririlege  of  a  seat 
and  voice  ia  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain;  or  if  sent 
frotti;  Br^ii»^  to  have  a  seat  and  voice  in  the  assemUiea 
of  the  different  cokmies,  to  which  they  may  be  deputed 
respectively,  }n  order  to  attend  to  the  several  interests  of 
those,  by  whom  th^  may  be  deputed.— In  short,  to 
establish  the  power  of  the  respective  legislattires  in  each 
particular  colony ;  to  settle  it9  revenue,  in  civil  and  mi-i 
titary  establishments,  aiad  to  exercise  a  perfect  'freetfoiti 
iii'  kgislation  and  internal  government^  so  that  the-Brp- 
tish  colonies,  throughout  North  America,  acting  with 
Great  Britain,  in  peace  and  war,  under  one  common 
sovereign,  may  have  the  irrevocable  enjoyment  of  every 
privilege,  short  of  a  total  separation  of  interests,,  or  con- 
sistent with  the  union  of  force,  on  which  the  safety  of 
their  common  religion  and  liberty  depend/* 

Such  were  tlie  assurances  under  which  England,  as  a 
fM>W'erful  nation,  sought  to  reestablish  her  bonds  of  rela* 
tionship  with  a  country,  she  herself  had  settled,  in  the 
Mght  of  colonies  and  plantations,  and  over  which  the  king, 
besides  his  public  capacity  as  sovereign,  had  private 
prerogatives,  which  still  added  to  his  right  of  controuK 
Tiius  did  England  address  herself  to  a  people,  less  than 
three  millions  in  number,  contained  on  a  comparatively 
n^tKxh- smaller  tract  of  country  than  Spanish  America, 
whi^h,  though  inhabited  by.  seventeen  millions,  wai» 
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trei^ted  by  the  Cortes,'  as  has.  already  been  shevrn^  like  ft 
handful  of  dependant  vassals.  Spanish  America,  though 
equal  in  rights  with  European  Spain^as  well  by  primitive 
charters,  as  by  recent  decrees,  is  warred  upon,  for  the  esK 
tablishment  of  Juntas  for  interiour  government,,  though 
«uch  establishments  were,  by  England,  deemed  essential 
to  the  happiness  and  well  being  of  North  America,  even 
prior  to  her  attempts  to  separate ;  and  which  ftll  enlight<< 
ened  powers,  consider  indispensable  to  the  c<;Hnmoii  prin-i 
ciples  of  freedom,  even  in  a  West  India  island,  that  only 
contains  half  a  million  of  souls.  A  principle  of  justice, 
and  an  earnest  desire  to  spare  the  further  eifusipn  of 
human  blood,  dictated  to  the  parliament  of  England  the 
oflferof  the  preceding  terms;  and,  for  the  sake  of  hun 
maiiity,  every  one  was  desirous  to  terminate  a  calamitoua 
vpar,  whilst  policy  ako,^  strongly  urged  for  the  return  <rf 
harmony  and  peace. 

England,  at  the  above  period  of  her  differences  with 
North  America,  asked  no  more  than  such  a  bond,  as  wa» 
necessary  to  preserve  that  union  of  force,  in  which  the 
safety  and  advantage  of  both  consisted  ;  and  she  pledged 
herself  ready  and  willing,  to  enter  into  a  fair  discussion  of 
^U  the  circumstances  necessary  to  insure,  or  even  enlarge, 
that  rational  independent  state,  which,  as  a  continent,  she 
acknowledged  North  America  ought  to  possess*  How 
different  were  these  advances  to  peace,  then  made  by 
Great  Britain,  when  compared  with  the  conduct  of  the 
three  governments,  which  have  presided  over  the  desti-^ 
nies  of  Spain,  during  the  absence  of  Ferdinand.  To  the 
one,  principles  of  reason  and  justice,  accompanied  by 
considerations  of  mutual  interest,  were  held  outas  a  basi^ 
of  adjustment;  to  the  others,  threats  of  blockade,  Ta-> 
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;iQg  armies,  and  the  denunciations  of  heaven,  are  pro^- 
;ed  as  ^he  nieans  of  subjection ;  but  to  discuss  their- 
hts,  or  to  review,  impartially,  tbe  grounds  of  the  ex- 
ng  war,  is  thought  beneath  the  dignity  of  the  Spa- 
rd.  During  the  American  war,  the  original  ground  of 
itest,  was  yielded  by  England;  but  in  that  waged 
linst  the  ultramarine  provinces  of  Spain,  tbe  Peninsu* 

government  never  established  any,  but  merely  con-, 
ued  hostilities,  because  this  was  the  voice  of  the  town, 
which  it  had  taken  up  its  temporary  residence;  and 
:au8e  faction  and  disappointed  gain,  vociferated  for  the 
tasure,  without  demonstrating  any  substantial  reasons. 
a»y  period  of  the  colonial  contest  above  alluded  to, : 
3  prospects  of  England,  certainly  wore  a  brighter  aspect 
in  those  of  Spain,  during  the  invasion  of  the  French ; 
d,  most  assuredly,  the  former  bad  many  more  resources 
wield.  Tet  policy  taught  her,  that  she  owed  it  to  her 
m  honour,  to  improve  every  opportunity  that  offered 
r  conciliation ;  so  that,  even  in  the  spirit  of  Christianity, 
e  was  bound  to  put  an  end  to  tbe  calamities  of  so  dis- 
issing  a  war. 

England,  sought  to  make  known  to  the  colonists,  the 
11  extent  of  the  beneficial  tendency  of  the  term's 
fered;  but  Spain  offers  none,  and  merely  seeks  to 
ghteu  her  ultranaarine  provinces,  by  swelling  the  equip- 
ents  she  is  making,  and  by  repeating  her  threats, 
ider  a  new  Fhape.  The  commissioners  of  the  one, 
en  after  their  negociations  had  been  refused  by  .the 
merican  Congress,  still  expressed  their  readiness  to 
oceed  in  their  conciliatory  endeavours,  wherever  there 
as  an  opening;  but  the  others,  conceive  any  advances 

the  same  ends,  as  derogatory  to  the  national  character. 
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wbicfa  CouU  not  stoop  to  ducb  a  degradation,  as  to  treat 
trith  insurgents^  The  one,  offered  to  treat  witti  deputies 
from  the  colonies^  coiyointly,  or  with  any  provin** 
eial  assembrj,  or  convention  individually ;  but  the  others, 
not  only  disregard  the  claims  of  all  Spanish  America,  aa 
established  by  her  depiities,  within*  their  own  kgisfaturej^ 
but  decree,  that  the  very  existence  of  an  assembly^  conven-* 
tioD,  or  junta,  is  a  crime  of  high  treason.  England,  through 
her  Connniisioners,  addressed  herself  to  the  North  Ame- 
rican inhabitants  of  every  class  and  condition,  ad  adjur- 
ed them,  in  the  strongest  and  most  pathetic  manner  pos^ 
si^,  not  to  lose  so  favourable  an  opportuwity  of  secur- 
ing their  liberties^  and  their  future  prosperity  and  happW 
ness  on  a  permanent  foundation ;  Wt  Spain,  cfemandsx  an 
unconditional  submission,  and  only  offers  fetters,  fteatiei' 
than  tbO§e  ber  tacient  kings  had  riveted*  The  one,  pub-» 
Usbed  a  pardon,  sincere  a:hd  binding,  for  ail  insurrections 
prior  to  a  certain  date ;  and  the  other,  crouds  her  dun-* 
geons  with  victims,  even  after  a  solemn  capitulation  and" 
promise  cf  general  amnesty.  The  one,  in  short,  treated 
her  prisoners  as  freemen,  who  at  most,  were  deluded,  and' 
not  criminal,  thus  endeavouring  to  alleviate  the  horrors 
of  necessary  warfare;  whereas  the  other^  in  numerous' 
iiBtanceii,  puts  them  to  the  sword,  in  cold  blood,  and  af-' 
ter  surrendry^  commits  the  most  wanton  devastations,  and- 
trampled  on  laws,  which  every  civilized  nation,  has,  hi*- 
tberto,  respected. 

But,  alas,  a  strange  and  blind  in&tuation,  bad  seized 
ixpork  the  minds  of  the  Spanish  heads  of  government,  anrf 
liberality,  no  longer  actuated  those,  whose  weight  of  po-^; 
liticai  character,  enabled  them  to  guide  the  public  helm; 
The  claims  and  clsnnours  of  the  Cadi^  mercbants,  werr 
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Bti\l  urgent  and  lotKl,  and  their  resentments  sustained  nodi- 
Hiinution.  Men,  indeed,  recede,  slowly,  and  with  difficulty, 
from  favourite  habits,  in  which  their  interests  are,  besides, 
concerned ;  and  as  it  were,  to  court  popularity,  the  go- 
vernment listened  and  condescended.  A  general  remiss* 
ness  and  neglect,  moreover,  prevailed,  and  the  differences 
with  Spanish  America,  were  treated  as  of  little  moment;, 
.though  it  Mras  a  point  that  ought  to  have  been  investigat- 
ed with  the  greatest  labour,  and  being  a  principle  which 
involved  the  greatest  interest  to  the. monarchy  at  larg6, 
it  ought  to  have  been  presented  to  the  public,  in  all  the 
▼lews  of  which  it  was  susceptible*  No  real  and  sincere  dis- 
position existed  to  discuss  the  various  contraverted  point^j 
with  cqol  and  unbiassed  judgment,  or  to  considieir  them, 
with  all  the  weight  and  attention  the  subject  deserved, 
and  the  grounds  on  which  the  opposing  parties  acted, 
eminently  required.  The  government  seemed  determined 
to  avoid  those  full  and  satisfactory  explanations,  soessen>» 
tial,  iK>t  only  to  the  good  understanding  of  the  basis  oif 
the  dispute,  but  also,  to  the  application  of  a  safe  and  conh 
ftiisteht  remedy,  as  a  means  to  restore  ^  connection,  so 
wantonly  broken.  Nothing  was  devised,  in  order  to  re- 
move those  discordant  materials,  which  had  been  substi*- 
tuted  in  the  place  of  that  strong  cement,  which,  formerly, 
bound  each  part  of  the  monarchy  together ;  for  the  re-in- 
ttatement  of  which,  horrors  of  a  variety  of  kinds,  had 
been  resorted  to,  instead  of  the  rational  and  sober  means 
ef  adjustment  The  lessons  of  other  nations,  in  vain 
hid  q>en  for  the  guidance  of  the  Cortes,  they  were 
unheeded,  and  never  produced  an  useful  suggestion. 
Had  Spain,  ait  the  mon>entous  period  of  her  rupture  with 
her  siBtej  provinces,  only  been  possessed  of  such  a  man 
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as  the  Earl  of  Chatham,  who  it  is  well  remembered,  en- 
deavoured to  prevent  our  own  rupture  with  North  A.me* 
rica^  and  afterwards  exerted  himself  to  produce  a  recon- 
ciliation; what  blood  might  not  have  been  spared,  and 
what  horrors  might  not  have  been  avoided  ?  England 
never  can  forget,  the  unavailing  efforts  of  that  great  and 
good  man,  to  prevent  a  dismemberment  of  the  empire; 
but  in  ^the  Cortes  of  Spain,  scarcely  does  there  exist,  a 
solitary  instance  of  an  European,  who  has  Kfted  up  hit 
voice  in  favour  of  Spimish  America,  even  on  the  g4*ound8 
of  humanity. 

§  In  order,  however,  to  give  my  reader  a  more  x^m« 
plete  idea  of  those  principles  which  guided  the  legislature 
of  Spain,  in  its  general  deliberations ;  and  as  a  nieans  to 
explain  how  England  was  affected  by  these  controversies^ 
I  conceive  it  useful,  here  to  subjoin  the  particulars  and, 
result  of  those  attempts  made  by  the  British  minwtery  to 
obtain  a  free  trade  with  Spanish  America,  aad  for  Eng^ 
land  to  be  admitted  as  mediatrix,  between  the  contenc&ig 
parties.  That  no  clause  had  been  inserted  in  our  treaty 
with  Spain,  to  establish  the  commercial  relations  of  bol&, 
countries,  this  point  being  left  to  a  future  period,  haB 
been  already  mentioned ;  and  those  natural  and  obvious 
reflections,  which  result  from  the  omission  of  not  making 
this  the  basis  of  our  co-operation,  have  already  been 
added.  Such  an  accession  of  commerce,  as  Spanish  Amei* 
rica  presented  to  theenterprize  of  England,  had  long  been 
an  object  to  which  the  cabinet  of  St.  James  had  turned  its 
attention,  and  some  of  the  expedients  tried  to  obtain  it> 
have  before  been  passed  in  review.  Immense  sums  had, 
in  vain;  been  expended  to  open  this  new  qhannel  for 
tr^4e^ne  thiit  proiaififed  unequalled  a4yanteg^;  .suid 
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wbeh  this  brilliant  prospect  opened  on  the  British  em- 
pire, by  an  association  of  propitious  circumstances,  not 
vjikely  to  return,  it  appears  unaccountable,  that  it  was 
overlooked.  Spanish  America  presented  to  the  world,  an 
extended  and  varied  tract  of  country,  in  which  nature 
bad  made  such  an  ample  display  of  her  bounties,  that  the 
more  it  was  explored,  the  more  it  would  rise  in  estima- 
-tion.  Yet,  an  illiberal  system  of  government,  ha:d  kept 
=the  whole  closed,  even  to  the  industry  of  its  own  inha- 
'bitants,  who,  in  vain,  beheld  the  fertility  of  their  soif, 
and  the  rich  productions  by  which  they  were  surrounded. 

To  open  a  trade  with  such  a  country,  was,  conse- 
quently, an  objectof  the  greatest  consequence  to  England, 
not  only  as  a  relief  to  her  then  suffering  subjects,  but  also, 
as  a  means  to  increase  the  revenue  of  Spain,  and  to  adA 
•td  her  effective  strength.  To  give  stability  to  commei^- 
•oial  relations  with  Spanish  America,'  was,  therefore,  thfe 
primary  object  of  both ;  and  Spain  was  doubly  bound  t3 
this  act  of  justice,  from  the  further  motive  of  expe- 
diency, as  tranquillity  would  thus^  have  been  preserv^edl 
As  th^  ally  of  Spain,  and  bearing  so  large  a  portion  of  the 
warexpences  incurred  for  her  salvation,  England  was  eri^ 
titled  to  this  remuneration  on  the  score  of  gratitude ;  and 
if  the  former  enjoys  the  commerce  of  the  latter,  and  we 
consume  her  oils,  wines,  brandies,  fruits,  &c.  besides  her 
colonial  productions;  and  if  she  is,  at  the  same  time^ 
unable  to  clothe  her  transatlantic  citizens,  and  transport 
to  Europe  the  produce  of  her  soil,  why  was  a  trkde  to 
Spanish  America,  as  an  equal  and  integral  part  of  the 
monarchy,  to  be  objected  to  ? 

Ih  conformity  to  these  views,  the  British  minister  bad 
u«cd  tome  endeavours  to  get  this  trade  opened,  soon  after 
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the  installation  of  the  Cortes,  but  it  was  bluntly  reftisfed. 
The  Regency,  however,  again  pressed  the  national  legis- 
lature, and  the  point  was  agitated  in  secret  sessions, 
jibout  the  middle  of  April,  1811,  The  manner  in  which 
this  demand  was  made,  and  the  grounds  on  which  it  was 
substantiated,  not  having  been  laid  before  the  Spanish 
public,  it  is  not  here  possible  to  present  them  to  my 
reader.  By  those  who  took  a  favourable  part  in  the  dis- 
cussion, they  were  viewed  in  the  light  6f  a  favour/ which 
England  asked  of  Spain,  and  to  which  the  latter  seemed 
to  have  fully  corresponded,  by  putting  it  to  the  vote  in 
her  house  of  delegates.  No  sooner  was  this  attempt 
known  in  Cadiz,  than  the  public  prints  were  set  to  work> 
inercenaries  were  employed  to  write  sarcasms,  and  on 
the  comers  of  the  walls  was  announced,  in  large  letter^ 
Cancelada's  work,  <;;^lled  **  Ruin  to  New  Spain,  if  trade  i0 
declared  free,  faunded  on  twelve  proposition.**  Such 
xheans  had  their  full  weight  with  the  public;  and  even 
:3n^ithin  the  House,  so  that  the  wishes  of  England  were 
completely  frustrated. 

Spain,  owing  to  her  want  of  manufactures^  vessels, 
and  capitals,  waS|  at  this  time,  unable  to  carry  on  htm 
trade  with  the  ultramarine  provinces,  in  such  manner  u 
to  supply  their  wants,  and  to  receive  their  productions  i9 
return.  Indeed^  at  ^the  best  of  times,  this  commerce 
had  been  carried  on  by  foreign  capitals  in  Cadiz,  prinr- 
cipally  French ;  the  Spanish  merchant  doing  little  moro^ 
than  cover  the  property  with  his  name.  To  refhsei 
therefore,  this  privilege  to  her  ally,  was  acting  as  the 
dog  in  the  manger,  and  was  particularly  impolitic,  it 
being  the  foremost  ctemand  of  the  Americansj^  t^  have 
their  ports  opened  to  England^  after  tb0  long  blockadt 
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which  had  just  preceded.  This  was  the  more  necessary^ 
because  enlightened  Spaniards  themselves  confess,  and 
amongst  them  Estrada,  that  the  Custom  House  systems, 
and  the  want  of  free  trade,  had,  in  great  measure^  ruined 
the  finances  of  Spain.  In  fact,  these  improvident  regu-* 
lations  made  what  little  trade  there  was,  contraband ;  so 
that  the  crown  lost  its  dues ;  and  the  prohibitory  laws 
reduced  the  productions  to  no  value,  whereby  agriculture 
was  destroyed,  and  the  countiy  was>  besides,  drained  of 
its  specie.  Humboldt,  as  well  as  other  intelligent  fo- 
reigners, has  remarked>  that  the  trade  restrictions,  were 
destructive  to  both  the  prosperity  of  the  mother  country 
and  the  American  provinces,  and  that  their  removal  would 
greatly  add  to  the  revenue  of  the  crown* 

How  a  stipulation  to  open  a  trade  to  Spanish  America, 
was  omitted  in  our  treaty  with  Spain,  seems  a  circum- 
stance the  most  unaccountable,  for  the  latter  does  not 
appear  to  have  thrown  into  the  scale  of  equivalents,  any 
advantages  to  compensate  pur  succours.  The  English 
nation  was,  at  that  time,  in  great  want  of  an  extension  of 
trade ;  and  one  would  naturally  suppose,  that  it  was  the 
object  of  all  governmental  transactions,  to  be  either  of 
present  or  remote  benefit  to  their  respective  subjects : 
and  when  England  resolved,  thus  lavishly  to  open  her 
treasures,  and  sacrifice  the  lives  of  her  soldiers  in  the 
cause  of  Spain,  it  certaisly  must  have  been  with  a  hope, 
that  some  advantages  were  to  be  derired  to  her  people, 
t>n  whom  the  burden  rested ;  and  in  those  sanguine  mo* 
inents,  the  idea  must  have  been  very  distant,  that  Spain 
CDuld  ever  be  so  illiberal  as  to  deny  a  trade,  she  herself 
could  not  carry  on,  and  which  would,  besides,  double 
^r  own  resources,  and  tend  to  strengthen  the  allegiance 
of  her  distant  provinces. 
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The  British  government,  appafently  sensible  of  tbi* 
oversight,  long  after  the  treaty  had  been  carried  into 
effect,  and  when  the  succours  had  been  given  and  ex-, 
pended,  solicited  the  Regency  to  open  the  Spanish  Ame-. 
rican  trade ;  and  it  was  formally  refused  by  the  Cortes 
on  the  13th  August,  1811 ;  after  a  discussion  filled  with 
illiberality  on  the  part  of  the  Spanish  members,  but  de- 
fended by  the  American  ones,  as  a  measure  of  policy 
and  necessity.  But  times  had  now  very  much  altered, 
Spain  was  no  longer  an  humble  supplicant  for  aid  ;  and, 
from  auxiliaries,  we  had  begoipe  principals  in  the  w^r. 
The  former  had,  moreover,  perceived,  that  we  were  aa 
piuch  interested  in  its  issue,  as  herself;  and,  in  the  mean 
time,  that  unfortunate  spirit  of  jealousy  and  distrust  had 
originated,  and  had  been  allowed  to  spread.  Animosity 
between  the  mother  country  and  the  American  provinces^ 
had  also  taken  deep  root,  and  plans  of  conciliation  and  of 
sober  trade^  had  been  superceded  by  threats,  w^r,  and 
revenge. 

,  If,  however,  we  reflect  on  the.  consequences  of  a  want 
of  trade,  in  a  country  that  had  been  so  long  secluded,  the 
illiberality  of  the  Spanish  governuifent  will  appefir  the 
more  glaring,  as  will,  also,  our  want  of  energy  and  forer 
sight.  How  a  people  naust  suffer  for  the  want  of  active 
trade,  whose  great  resources  are  in  territorial  produc- 
tions, and  whose  dependence  for  supplies,  is  on  European 
imports,  particularly  after  the  long  stagnation  occasioned 
by  the  past  war  with  England,  can  easily  be  conceived  itf, 
a  country  like  this.  The  result  has  been,  that  in  Guayap 
quii,  cocoa,  at  present,  is  worth  no  more  than  three  dpV 
lars  per  quintal,  or  in  other  words,  is  left  to  rot  on  the 
trees;  and  that,  in  all  the  upper  provinces  of  New  Spain, 
the  common  people  are  now  clothed  in  skins.    On  a  free 
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trade,  at  this  particular  time^  the  Sparrish  Americans 
besides  conceived,  that  their  present  comforts,  as  well  at 
their  future  prosperity,  depended.  They  viewed  it  as  a 
means  to  convey  to  the  markets  of  the  world,  the  sur- 
plus produce  of  their  luxuriant  $oil,and  they  beheld  their 
sanguine  hopes,  disappointed,  with  disgust  and  chagrin. 
In  the  mean  time,  also,  the  resources  of  that  great  conti^ 
nent,  instead  of  being  called  forth  and  increased,  were 
declining;  every  thing  was  stagnant,  and  the  British 
merchant  was  losing  an  intercourse,  that,  besides  the  sale 
of  goods,  might  have  been  attended  with  great  political 
consequences. 

From  the  time  the  seat  of  government  was  removed 
to,  Cadiz,  the  influence  of  the  monopolists  of  trade,  as. 
^  already  shewn,  began  to  be  exerted  against  any  measure^ 
.which  might  deprive  them  of  their  accustomed  profits ; 
and  every  engine  was  set  to  work,  to  retain  the  pole  pos- 
, session  of  the  right  of  shipping  to  the  ultramarine  pro« 
yinces,  apd  receiving  their  returns.  The  public  opinion 
was  gained  by  sophisms  and  misrepresentations  ;  and  in 
order  to  add  strength  to  the  opposition,  and  to  influence 
the  approaching  discussion  in  the  Cortes,  the  Consulado 
or  Board  of  Trade  of  Cadiz,  under  the  authority  of  its 
president,  prior,  consuls,  deputies,  and  other  members^ 
for  that  purpose  convened,  on  the  24th  July,  1811,  pub- 
lished its  manifest,  addressed  to  the  delegates  .of  the  ge- 
neral and  extraordinary  Cortes,  as  well  as  to  the  public 
at  large,  in  which  they  attempt  to  prove, "  that  th^  grant*' 
ingof  a  free  trade  to  England  with  Spanish  America,  is  a 
monstrous  and  unwarrantable  measure,  and  destructive 
to  the  interests  of  Spain.''  In  this  long  and  elaborate  tissue 
of  sophisms  and  invectives,  the  following  arguments  are 
the  most  conspicuous.— 


Digitized  by 


Google 


This  manifest  attempts  to  prove,  that  a  free  trader 
miih  their  American  provinces,  would  bring  about  a  de- 
9aiation,  greater  than  the  one,  Spain  at  present  experiences* 
^^That  the  report  of  a  free  trade,  wotdd  be  a  desolating 
wrice,  more  terrible  than  the  one  heard  on  the  2d  of  May,* . 
and  be  destructive  of  the  very  existence  of  Spain. — That 
-those  who  are  desirous  of  establishing  it,  are  impostors, 
Mnd  deserving  of  exemplary  punishment^  and  of  eternal 
banishment. — That  it  is  a  measure,  intended  to  bring 
desperation  on  the  -minds  of  the  merchants.-^That  the 
destinies  of  Spain  and  her  political  existence,  depend  on 
the  solution  of  this  question. — That  the  names  of  the 
t^uthors  of  such  a  disaster,  will  be  preserved,  in  order  to 
receive  the  indignation  of  future  ages. — That  it  vocnM 
produce  a  scene  of  most  certain  horror. — That  the  Ameri" 
cans  do  not  require  such  a  measure,  but  detest  it,  as  de^ 
•&^uetiv4  of  [their  interests. -^That  nothing  but  open  ene* 
-mies,  could  have  proposed  similar  ideas.-^That  it  was  an 
'horrible  monstfuosity,  similar  to  that,  committed  by  one, 
"Who  should  pierce  the  heart  of  his  brother,  at  the  moment 
he  was  embracing  him* — That  Spain  would  be  ruined, 
made  the  tool  of  foreigners,  and  that  her  merchants  and 
mamfacturers,  being  destroyed,  would  fall  into  slatery. 
'-^And,  in  short,  that  it  would  be  subversive  of  religion, 
-order^  society ^  and  morality,  S^c* 

Suck  ate  the  ^sentiments  and  arguments,  and  such  the 
official  form  of  the  Manifest,  published  by  the  board  of 
-C^iz  mercbsmts,  to  influence  and  decide  the  Cortes,  to 
tetu$%  to  England,  a  free  trade  with  the  American  pro- 
^noes;  asid  this  to  the  subjeets  of  a  nation,  who  were 
aidoig  and  cooperating  in  the  Peninsular  struggle,  at  the 

*  The  reToluHon  ia  Madrid,  ag^aiost  the  French. 
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e  tittt,  also,  that  it  was  the  foremest  demand  of  fte 
ericans.  It,  uafortunately,  had  all  the  efiisct  ppo-* 
^d.    And  can  it  be  possible^  that  there  was  not,  at 

time,  in  Cadiz,  an  Englishman,  sufficiently  patri* 
and  enlightened,  to  have  answered  such  a  string  of  in- 
^isteiK)ies;  to  unmask  such  an  assemblage  of  dark  in* 
does,  and  to  confound  their  abettors?  Can  it  be 
posed,  that  there  was  not  one  to  prove,  that  the  pa« 
ation  of  thetiltramarine  provinces,  and  the  increav^ 
:heir  revenue,  depended  on  this  measure ;  of  conM* 
nee,  that  on  it  rested  the  integrity  of  the  monarcfayi 
»  indeed,  the  existehce  of  Spain,  m  a  nation  ?  Was 
e  no  one,  when  the  British  people,  as  a  mercantile 
y,  stood  expectant  for  such  a  boon  from  the  gratis 
3  of  Spain,  and  from  the  liberality  of  the  Spanish 
igress,  to  expostulate^  and  even  to  remind  thera, 
t  the  very  manifest  which  they  made  the  basis  of  their 
duct,  confesses  the  fMUery^  to  which  the  late  wars  htd 
iced  the  merchants  of  Cadiz;  of  cmisequence,  that 
Y  were  not  able  themselves,  adequately,  to  carry  cm 

trade,  being  without  capitals^  vessels, « or  mamifihC^ 
3S  ?  Was  there  no  one,  dared  tell  this  insolent  bo^ 
monopolizers,  that  when  they  called  themselves  t&^ 
rpreters  of  ^e  wishes  of  all  the  trading  bodies  of  both 
iispheres^  and  when  they  asserted,  that  the  voice  of  tie 
ie  of  Cadiz,  was  that  of  all  America;  that  it  was  the 
isal  of  this  very  trade,  which  left  the  productions  to 
on  the  trees,  which  deprived  the  Americans  c^cloa^* 
,  which  produced  distress,  and  that,  id  short,  this 
y  sta^ation  and  inactivity,  constituted  the  most  ma-* 
ial  coxnplaint  of  the  Western  provinces,  and  thatcthe 
loval  of  this  odious  i&onopoly,  would,  of  itself,  destr<^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


314 

the  principal  barr iera,  whi<^h  impeded  a  good  undeiiBtan^-^ 
iD^  between  the  two  sister  kingdoms  ? 

Amongst  the  other  strange  incon^^^encies  found  in 
ibis  celebrated  manifest;  it  boasts  of  thegrea^  advantages, 
America  enjoys  from  her  connection  with  Spain,  such  a» 
the  consumption  of  her  productions,  mental  improvement, 
and  religion.  Yet  this  was  at  a  moment,  when  cocoa  int 
Cadiz,  would  not  pay  the  duties,  and  when  in  Mexico, 
paper  was  worth  SO  dollars  per  rheam.  That  the  late 
conduct  of  Spainy  with  regard  to  her  settlements,  was  an 
oljject  worthy  the  .imitation  of  all  the  world — when,  her 
colqnial  policy  has  been  an  object  of  execration  to  every 
writer,  who  has  touched  on  the  subject*  That  the  trade 
ought  to  he  kept  exclusive,  (zs  a  nursery  for  seameny^-^hnt 
tiiey  forgot  to  state,  where  the  vessels  were  to  come 
from.  That  a  competition  with  British  merchandize', 
would  ruin  their  own, — and  this,  in  1811,  when  their 
own  manufactures  were  destroyed,  and  the  principal  pro- 
▼inpes  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  so  that  the  Americans 
w^re  to  wait  for  cloathing,  till  their  works  and  looms 
were  rebuilt,  and  reorganized,  and  the  country  freed 
fipm  the  French*  That  the  trade  licences,  formerly  granted 
to  foreigners,  have  tended  to  demoralize  the  American 
provinces',  at  the  same  time^  that  it  is  universally  acknow- 
ledged, ths^t  tbey  have  been  of  the  greatest  service,  for  a 
large  share  of  the  science^  at  present,  found  in  Peru,  is 
owing  to  the  intercourse,  that  country  once  had  with 
the  French.* 

Such  are  the  arguments,  used  in  the  report  of  the 
mercantile  interests  of  Cadiz,  to  combat  the  wishes  of 

•  All  the  teotences  in  italics^  are  literally  translated  from  the 
original. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


.dl5 

1^glatid»  in  a  particular  point,  not  only  due  to  her  8ub« 
jeets  on  the  score  of  gratitude,  but,  also,  necessary,  as  the 
only  .means  of  adding  to  the  revenue  of  Spain,  and  of 
tranquillizing  the  ultramarine  provinces.  The  question 
wa&,  however,  n^atived,  and  this  in  August,  ISll*  when 
Spain  hady  for  two  years,  experienced  the  sincerity  of 
England,  when  the  resources  of  Spanish  America,  were 
nearly  suspended,  and  the  claims  of  her  inhabitants  were 
still  unredressed.  Similar  arguments,  and  similarly 
pointed  reflections,  were  used  by  the  European  Consula- 
do  of  Mexico,  in  support  of  the  monopoly  mutually  en« 
jOyed  by  them,  and  their  Peninsular  brethren,  but  in 
which,  however,  a  greater  degree  of  illiberality  was 
blended,  so  much  so,  that  the  Cortes  themselves,  sent 
out  a  spirited  reprimand.  It  was  under  the  general  pre- 
valence of  such  impressions,  that  both  the  discussion  of 
the  trade,  and  the  mediation  affair,  were  lost;  and  luch 
will  be  the  fate  of  all  liberal  questions,  supported  by  the 
American  deputies,  and  consonant  to  the  good  wishes  of 
England,  as  long  as  the  latter  suffers  such  wrong  and  in- 
correct opinions  to  prevail,  without  seriously  attempting 
to.  counteract  them,  and  as  long  as  the  poison  of  such 
remarks,  is  not  extracted,  by  the  very  same  means,  as 
those  by  which  it  had  been  infused* 

And  can  it  be  supposed,  that  the  government  of 
Spain,  situated  as  it  was  to  England,  could  act  with  less 
justice,  and  with  less  liberality,  than  a  former  Spanish 
ministry  had  done ;  for  during  the  war  of  Succession,  the 
French  ei\joyed  a  free  trade  to  the  Spanish  settlements, 
particularly  in  the  South  Seas;  and  both  Feuill^s  and 
Freziers'  voyages,  will  be  found  to  refer^to  many  licences 
granted,  even  for  Lima.    And,  as  an  American  orator^ 
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rvrfaen  urging  a  viceroy  in  Americat  to  open  a  trade  vriih 
Ae  British,  as  the  only  means  of  alleviating  thfe  diatressei^ 
of  the  landed  interests,  and  repairing  the  wants  of  the 
tr^^uiy),  justly  said  :  Spain  ought  to  be  ashamed  of  de* 
nying  to  gratitude  and  to  England,  what  was,  at  that 
Hfne^  through  dependence  and  dread,  snatchedfrom  her.  In 
working  our  own  good,  added  he,  let  us  not  be  sorry,  that 
that  nation  should  share  therein,  to  whom  we  owe  so  muchf 
and  without  whose  aid,  our  intended  reform,  would  not  be 
possible.* 

The  above  respective  quotations,  constitute  a  fair  and 
correct  contrast,  between  the  sentiments  of  the  Spaniards, 
ftnd  Spanish  Americans  on  the  subject  alluded  to ;  and  it 
is  particularly  deserving  of  notice,  that  there  is  not  a 
fineasure,  agitated  in  the  Cortes  for  the  interests  of  £ng* 
Ittid,  a  proposal  in  which  her  policy  has  been  implicated,^ 
<»- a  plan  of  any  nature  founded  on  liberality,  that  has 
iH^t  met  with  the  aid  and  concurrence  of  the  Americam 
deputies,  and  similar  also,  has  been  their  conduct,  in  se- 
veral questions  they  have  defended  in  print    When  that 
(^  (tet  trade  was  brought  forward,  they  defended  the . 
measure,  as  necessary  for  the  welfare  of  the  Western  pro- 
vinces, which  stood  in  need  of  supplies,  Spain  could  QOt 
send  out,  and  a  sale  of  those  productions  she  could  not 
tonsume.    They  upheld  it  in  fevour  of  England,  alleg- 
ing, that  Spain  was  in  gratitude,  aiid  in  justice  bound,  jto 
tnake  this  sacrifice  for  a  people,  who  were  making  so 
many  for  her.    When  the  mediation  affkir  was  di8cus»- . 
ed  they  voted  for  it  in  a  body,  and,  in  like  manner^  on^ 
the  nomination  of  Lord  Wellington.    And,  does  a  con- 

«  R^resenUtion  for  free  trtde  with  Koglsoi,  Bneaot  Ayfes» 
ISIO,  by  Dr.  Mariano  Moreno. 
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dudtso  firm,  ^nd  so  disinterested  as  this,  deHVfG;  m  re- 
ciprocal support  from  thdf  Biritish  government,  wbeti'it 
sees  these  deputies,  in  vain  struggling  to  obtain  for  their 
eonstitiients,  what  numbers  and  illiberality  have  alont 
Withheld  i^ 

The  French  under  their  late  treaty  with  Spain,  and 
when  united  by  no  other  bond  than  that  of  terror,  wert 
allowed  the  residence  of  official  agents  id  Spanish  Amis* 
rican  ports ;  Depons  was  in  Caracas,  Humboldt  had  w6* 
cess  to  the  whole  continent,  and  ihCuba  and  Fuerto  l^ieo^ 
privateer  agents  resided/ who  publicly  condemned  and 
8oId  English  and  other  prizes^  in  the  ports  of  thesd 
islands.  The  United  States  have  a  Consul  at  the  Ha^ 
Tannah,  and  we  have  none;  nor  have  we,  oh  eitteer  thie 
Atlantic  side  of  Spanish  America,  or  islands,  an  indtvH 
dual  to  protect  trade,  the  sabject,or  to  hinder  tbe  false 
aspersions  thrown  oh  theBrHish  nanoe.  In  the  mont^ 
of  March,  1809,  the  Spanish  consul-general  ForuQda,  aH^ 
sounced  in  the  pubUc  papers  of  the  United  States,  th^lt 
all  the  Spanish  consuls,  were  authorised  to  give  clearaoc^ 
to  Anglo-American  vessels,  desirous  to  trade  to  Puert«i 
Rico,  Cuba,  Maracaibo,LaGuira,andthe  Flori^£as,hut  no 
aimilar  arrangement  was  made  for  the  English  mcfvchanc* 
In  fact,  the  cream  of  the  tradie  to  Spanish  America,  vtp 
to>  the  late  declaration  of  war,  has  been  enjoyed,  hy  th^ 
Umted  States ;  and  besides  the  sale,  frdght,  «nd  sUfM 
fio^nt  of  goods,  we  have  lost  the  real  and  efl^ctive  m^wlm 
of  creating  an  influx  of  precious  nietals,  both  for  cfur 
watits  at  home,  and  the  supply  of  o»r  armies  abroad ;  Hud 
this,  noerely,  because  wei  forgot,  that  such  a  country  at 
Spanteh  Aiiieriea  existed,  when  we  rushed  into  oiu 
aHHaacQ  with  Spain. 
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*     Seldom^  has  more  conclusive  testimony  been  colfectcd 

of  that  undue  ascendency,  which,  in  the  conflicts  of 

j»rty,  prejudice  and  passion,  so  often,  obtain  our  reasom 

md  justice,  than  in  the  discussion  of  the  point  jtist  re-r 

fcrred  to.  The  avaricious  spirit  of  commercial  monopoly^ 

had  lost  none  of  its  influence;  and  witiiin  the  house,  as 

well  as  without,  a  stream  of  malignant  opprobriimi  was 

directed  iagainst  the  views  of  £ngland»   The  qtiesllon  was 

decided,,  with  that  hasty  credulity  and  impelling  pr^ii*: 

dKce,  which,  camiot  await  the  sober  and  deliberate  deci-* 

JKons  of  judgment;   and  this  illiberality  of  the  Cortes^ 

^ened  another  source  pf  irritation,  whichadded  tathe 

copious  torrent,  already  overflowing  the  Western  provinces 

dfSpani*    The  refosalofafree  trade  to  England,  when^ 

1^  the  same  time,  it  waa  so  essential  to. the  welfare  of 

Spanish  America,  was  an  evidence  of  combined  ingrati-) 

tude  and  injustice;  and  certainly  added  another  item  to 

the  long  catalogue  oif  discontents,  which  already  existed»» 

The  jealousy,  which  mei»,  so  readily,  entertain  of  tiie< 

▼iews  of  those,  with  whom  they  are  not  accustomed  t(^ 

tssociate,  and  whom  they  have  been  taught  to  hold  in  an 

unfavourable  light,  had  spread  a  degree  of  suspicion  on^ 

eVery  thing  we  attempted  to  do  in  Spain;  and  a  strongs 

party,  was  ever  ready  to  thwart  our  most  sincere  endea- 

Toars»  In  all  popular  governments,  (and  Spain  might,  at 

tttat  th»e,  be  considered  as  one)  the  press  is  the  most 

ready  and  effective  channel  to  convey  opinions  to  the^ 

public,  and  to  give  them  popularity.    The  Cadiz  papers,' 

a»  before  noticed,  in  i^airs  reljating  to  Spanish  America^ 

bad  early  become  the  vehicles  of  calumny  and  invective^ 

and,  on  this  occasion,  their  mercenary  zeal  and  acrinoiony, 

were  increased*    England,  during  the  period  of  heroes 
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operation  with  Spain,  has  therein  constantly  been  op« 
posed,  by  avowed  enemies  and  insidious  friends,  an4 
those  numerous  wounding  suspicions,  and  irritatin||p 
charges  which,  so  frequently,  circulated,  exhibit  ample 
evidence  of  this  fact. 

§  Whilst  it  was  her  earnest  wish  and  fondest  hope^  to 
give  every  energy  to  European  Spain,  in  order  to  mak^ 
her  equal  to  the  great  struggle  in  which  she  was  engaged, 
England,  at  the  same  time,  sought,  by  ^meaps  feeble, 
though  sincere,  to  produce  harmony  and  ccHisequent 
good  to  the  community  at  large,  by  offering  herself  to 
mediate,  between  the  former  and  her  American  provinces* 
On  the  part  of  England,  a  desire  had  been  early  manife^t^e^^ 
to  adjust  the  subjects  of  controversy,  and  proposals  for  ^ 
mediation,  were  made  by  her  minister  ip  Cadi^,    Thex 
were  brought  on  the  floOr  of  the  Cortes,  in  April  1.811^ 
and  vvere  accepted  by  them  on  conditions,  which  nearly 
involved  all  the  points  in  dispute*    Th 
that  the  insurgent  provinces,  should  a( 
as  their  sovereign,  swear  obedience  tc 
their  deputies  to  be  incorporated  witl 
which  if  they  did  not  do,  within  fifteen 
was  to  aid  the  mother-country  to  subje 
Spam,  thus  fcecame  her  own  judge,  an 
lishing  a  declaration  of  such  rights,  as 
ricans  actually  possessed,  with  a  solemn  guarantee,  that 
the  same  should  form  the  basis  of  the  adjustment,  she 
tells  them  at  once,  to  send  over  their  deputies,  but  not 
elected  as  in  the  Peninsula,  and  not  as  there  correspond- 
ing to  each  60,000  souls.    She  tells  them  to  obey,  with- 
out laying  altered  their  governing  system,  without  grant- 
ing them  a  free  trade,  without  destroying  their  galling 
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Daonopolies,  andj,  in  sbort^  without  giving  them  that 
practical  equality  which  Spain  herself  possessed,  or  re^ 
moving  one  of  the  material  causes  of  complaint. 

The  Cadiz  Regency,  consequently,  signified  its  readi* 
ness  to  accept  the  proffered  mediation,  but,  on  esLamina- 
iioR,  its  conditions,  as  laid  down  by  the  Cortes,  were 
found  such,  as  to  be  supposed  **  incompatible  with  the 
principles,  on  which  alone  the  British  government  could 
consent  to  interfere.  Under  all  circumstances,  however, 
it  was  thought  proper  to  name  commissioners,  at  the 
head  of  whom,  Commodore  Cockburn  was  placed^  His 
Majesty's  ministers,  trusting  that  the  Cadiz  government^ 
in  consideration  of  the  honourable  and  liberal  conduct^ 
Great  Britain  had  invariably,  observed,  throughout  her 
existing  alliance  with  Spaip,  would  so  ameliorate  and 
alter  the  objectionable  conditions  above  alluded  to,,  as 
to  enable  the  commissioners  to  bring  about  the  recoib- 
eiliatioU)  so  devoutly  to  be  wished,  on  terms^  equally 
calculated  to  insure  the  future  happiness  and  security  of 
subjects,  and,  at  the  same  time,  keep.un* 
honour  and  dignity  of  the  Spanish  mo- 

LOth  to  nth  of  July,  1812,  this  questioii 
n  the  Cortes,  in  secret  sessions,  and  after  t^ 
mmittee,  had  been  heard.    The  American 
it  into  all  the  details,  necessary  to  explaijE^ 
these  dissentions,  and  recapitulated  th^ 
points  in  contest    They  pleaded  in  fitvour  of  the  mea- 
sure, on  the  grounds  of  humanity  and  justice,  and  re* 
commended  conciliation,  as  a  more  honourable  and  se* 
care  means  of  adjustment,  than  the  terror  ofarms.    To 
promote  it,  they  argued,  no  instrument  watso  powerAil 
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llnd  proper  ad  England,  who  had  made  so  many  sacri- 
fices, and  possessed  the  confidence  of  both  parties.  The 
Spanish  deputies,  without  bringing  forward  any  specific 
or  insurmountable  objections,  alluded  to  the  interested 
motives  which  induced  England  to  propose  this  measure^ 
and  the  darkest  and  most  pointed  Stabs,  were  aimed  at 
her  national  honour  and  faith.  Some  complained,  that 
the  revolution  in  Mexico,  had  increased  for  the  want  of 
rigour,  and  others  alluded  to  the  difficulty  of  any  thing 
effective  being  done,  by  foreign  commissioners,  who  did 
fiot  understand  the  points  at  issue.  In  short,  all  that 
tended  tO  give  influence  to  England,  or  open  to  her  any 
access  to  Spanish  America,  was  viewed  with  jealous  dis- 
approbation;  and  it  was  resolved,  that  a  mediation  could 
toty  be  aj^lied  to  Caracas  and  Buenos  Ayres,  already 
nearly  out  of  the  control  of  Spain,  but  that  it  could,  by 
Bd  means,  extend  to  Mexico,  where  it  was  asserted,  that 
no  revolutionary  government  existed,  wherewith  to  treat. 
A  national  Junta,  hevertheless,  was,  at  that  very  time, 
organized  in  Sultepec,  which  had  long  possessed  the 
confidence  of  the  inhabitants.  Indeed,  New  Spain,  has 
ever  been  the  most  suitable  section  of  Spanish  America^ 
to^  the  adoption  of  this  measure,  from  its  being  more  ex- 
rnipt  from  those  extreme  democratic  and  frenchified 
principles^  which  have  been  manifested  in  some  other 
sections,  and  because  it  contained  a  larger  degree  of  ta« 
lent  and  collected  influence. 

^hat  excess  of  caution,  with  which  Spain,  as  Robert* 
Mn,  says,  has  always  thrown  a  veil  over  her  transactions 
in  America,  and  the  peculiar  solicitude,  with  which^she 
lias  concealed  them  from  strangers,  were  particularly  tem 
mirkiible^  dlirkig  this  and  the  debate  on  the  question  Of 
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free  trade.  The  cabinet  of  St.  James,  was,  perhaps^  not 
inclined  to  expose  itself  to  another  mark  of  disrespect, 
nevertheless,  the  most  weighty  reasons  existed,  to  have 
a  complete  explanation  on  this  subject,  and  to  under- 
stand, perfectly^  the  views  and  intentions  of  the  Spanish 
government  .  Yet,  if  we  were  to  content  ourselves, 
with  merely  asking  a  favour;  if  we  were  to  address  our- 
selves, in  the  tone  of  supplication/  and  not  urge  those 
strong  reasons  which  actuated  our  conduct,  and  if  par- 
ticularly, we  did  not  fully  explain  and  guarantee  the  m- 
tegrity  of  our  intentions,  as  a  preliminary  measure,  it  is 
a  pity,  England  ever  exposed  herself  to  a  fresh  and  in- 
sulting rebuff,  in  proposing  a  mediation,  after  the  fate 
of  the  free  trade  question,  was  known.  '  In  a  measure  of 
this  kind,  it  was  on  the  good  sense  and  virtue  of  the 
nation  at  large,  that  we  had  to  rely;  and  if  the  powerful 
engine  of  the  press^  was  daily  contributing  its  influence 
to  the  extension  of  opinions,  calculated  to  misrepresent 
ourviews,.and  eventually  to  deprive  us  of  all  confidence; 
to  neglect  an  antitode,  was  only  doing  the  thing  by 
halves.  By  such  means,  extensive  animosity  against  us, 
had  made  its  way  into  the  public  mind,  without  there 
encountering  a  just  sense  of  the  great  sacrifices  we  were 
soaking,  or  of  the  humane  and  honourable  motives  which 
stimulated  our  conduct  In  vain,  did  we  testify  the  sin- 
cerity of  our  views,  to  the  executive  of  Spain,  if  these 
testimonies  never  passed  its  office  doors,  whilst  the 
French,  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  illiberal  party  on  the 
other,  were  actively  employed  in  blli^ienkig  our  na- 
tional character.  Though  in  the  free  trade  questiw^ 
illiberality  and  invective,  Jiad  lost  ug  the  measure,  We^ 
^Q  this  more  important  ooe^iicHi,  again  neglected  to 
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destroy  thoBQ  false  and  specious  grounds^  oq  which  the 
.  opposition  had  taken  their  stand,  and  though  it  was  evi- 
dent»  that  the  sam^  would. have  their  influence  in  the 
que&tion  now  alluded  to,  still  we  sought  not  to  attach  the 
wavering,  or  gain  the  well-disposed  to  friendship.     We 
.disregarded  that  furious  and  malignant,  spirit,  which  had 
^  infused  itself  into  the  publications  of  the  day;  and  though 
•  England  could  have  demanded  a  free  trade  and .  media- 
tion, as  the  reward  of  services,  from  which  were  flowing 
great  and  lasting  benefits;  though  without  any  departure 
from  those  principles,  which  were  held  ^s  fundamental 
,  to  her  treaty,  she  might  have  insisted  on  them,  and  con- 
vinced the  Spanish  people  of  their  justice  ;  the  most 
eflective  mesms  were,  however,  overlooked. 

The  points  in  question,   were,   indeed,  delicate  in 
their  nature,  as  long  as  the  Cadiz  monopolists  held  so 
much  sway ;  yet  they  could  no  longer  remain  untouch- 
ed, without  hazarding  the  most  serious  consequences. 
The  wanton  and  unjust  horrors  committing  in  Spanish 
America,  and  the  manner  in  which  the  resources  of  Spain, 
and  the  supplies  of  England,  were  wasted^  were  circum* 
sfiancea,  in  which  the  honour  of  both  were  implicated. 
^  It  was,  besides,  time  to  settle  the  commercial  relations 
of  each,  by  amicable  relations;  points  to  which  the  in- 
terest and  gratitude  of  Spain,  were  expected  to  contri- 
bute*    However,  to  render  a  mediaticm  effective,  a  great 
practical  knowledge  of  the  laws,  institutions,  manners, 
and  even  language  of  the  countries  to  which  it  referred, 
^  were  particularly  essential. .  No  m.issi(m  of  any  kind,  to 
a  foreign  country,  was  more  difficult  than  the  one  to 
^  which  I  allude,  and  though  it  required  a  certain  weight 
,^f  character,  it  rather  stood  in  need  of  practical  men, 
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who  fundamentally  understood  the  relative  interests  about 
to  be  discussed,  and  who  could  on  this,  as  well  as  on  the 
other  side  of  the  Atlantic,  attend  to  the  drudgery  of  ex- 
plaining, conciliating,  and  gaining  on  the  public  mind. 
With  chagrin  and  disappointment,  did  the  American 
deputies  behold  a  British  mediation,  unaccompanied  by 
these  requisites ;  for  it  was  early  evident,  to  those  who 
had  stood  the  brunt  of  so  much  illiberality,  and  who 
welre  alive  to  the  injuries  their  constituents  were  daily 
receiving,  that  the  object  could  never  be  attained,  unless 
by  rendering  this  mediation  extremely  substantial;  by  its 
government  displaying  an  uncommon  degree  of  energy 
and  resolution ;  and  by  resorting  to  every  means  of  sooth- 
ing the  angry  passions,  and  conciliating  the  jarring  dis- 
cords of  men,  who  reasoned  from  interest  and  prejudice, 
and  not  from  equity  and  moderation.  To  reconcile  pri- 
vate convenience  with  public  interest,  was  the  chief 
'  point  to  be  conquered ;  and  both  questions  had  such  an 
affinity  to  each  other,  that  to  gain  one,  was  to  gain 
both. 

To  attain  this,  one  would  naturally  have  supposed, 
that  conclusive  arguments,  as  well  as  sufficient  means, 
were  not  wanting,  particularly,  in  the  distressed  state  in 
which  Spain,  at  that  time  stood.  When  it  was  agitated 
to  name  Lord  Wellington,  generalissimo  of  the  Spanish 
airmieS,  a  measure  infinitely  more  unpopular,  and  pique- 
ing  to  the  pride  of  the  country,  every  engine  was  set  to 
•work,  and  the  measure  was  carried,  though  many  more 
inveterate  prejudices  were  opposed  to  it,  thain  to  the 
two  points,  to  \^hich  allusion  is  here  made.  Disputants 
entered  the  lists,  and  agitated  the  point  in  the  public 
prints.    Its  necessity  being  proved,  the  measure  ww 
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carried.    From  the  united  principles  of  humanity  aad 
policy,  England  might  have  urged  a  mediation,  with  all 
the  vehemence  of  conviction,  and  with  those  just  princi- 
ples of  discrimination  and  mutual  confidence^  which 
ought  to  exist  between  nations  so  nearly  allied*   In  thia, 
at  least,  she  was  superior  to  the  charge  of  egotism.    Mr. 
Burke  maintained  the  right,  nay  even  the  duty  of  the  al-» 
lies,  to  rescue  France  from  anarchy  and  despotism ;  and 
did  not  the  same  right  exist  in  England,  to  preserve 
Spanish  America  from  the  greatest  of  all  horrors,  that  of 
a  merciless  civil  war?   The  United  States,  in  soliciting 
wd  accepting  the  mediation  of  Russia,  did  it  from  the 
avowed  motive  of  the  rectitude  and  impartiality  of  the 
Emperor,  and  as  being  engaged  in  a  war  as  the  ally  of 
England  And  has  the  intercourse  and  sacrifices  of  Eng« 
land,  only  served  to  inspire  Spain,  with  sentiments  of 
distrust  ?  Russia  was  invited  to  concur  as  a  general  ally 
of  England,  but  the  latter  was  the  particular  ally  of  the 
whole  Spanish  monarchy,  that  is,  equally  of  American 
Spain.    The  mediation  of  Russia  was  rejected,  not  from 
any  doubt  or  suspicion  in  the  auspices,  under  which  it 
was  to  be  agitated ;  but,  because  it  was  inconsistent  for 
the  point  at  issue,  to  be  mixed  with  the  affairs  of  the 
European  continent  *   Much  greater  reasons  existed,  for 
making  the  dispute  between  Spain  and  her  American 
provinces,  a  question  of  exclusive  interest  and  interfe-^ 
rence  to  Great  Britain.    Its  irritable  and  violent  symp« 
toms,  had  long  assumed  appearances  of  increased  malign* 
nity,  and  their  fatal  consequences,   every  day  became 
more  diffusive.    The  resistance  of  the  Spanish  Americans^ 

«  Tide  Lord  Castlereagb*0  letter  to  the  Secretary  x>f  Ike  Uaited 
StuteiiKov.  4^1813. 
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wore  the  ap'pearance  of  system,  and  was  regularly  pro- 
gressive. From  causes  both  incessant  and  active  in  their 
operation,  a  broad  foundation  had  been  laid  for  those 
animosities,  whose  fury  is  generally  proportioned  to  the 
objects  in  view.  Hitherto,  all  pacific  endeavours  on  the 
part  of  Spain,  that  is,  the  proclamations  of  her  distant 
viceroys,  and  military  chiefs,  which  rather  contained 
threats  and  denunciations  of  vengeance,  than  substantial 
offers  of  conciliation,  had  only  ended  in  new  and  outra- 
ging proofs,  of  perfiievering  hostility ;  and  every  social 
and  domestic  tie  being  broken,  it  was  evident,  that  no^ 
thing  but  the  interference  of  a  third  power,  could  agaiii 
produce  harmony.  It  was  only  by  some  extraordinary 
weight  of  influence,  respectable  to  both  parties,  that 
those  intemperate  dispositions,  could  be  moderated  and 
restrained. 

And  was  any  power,  so  proper  as  England,  to  giVh 
this  weight  of  influence  i  Whilst  the  maxims  of  good 
feith^  and  of  moral  and  political  Justice,  demanded  that  she 
should  then  have  made  the  most  strenuous  endeavours^  tte 
same  reasons,  at  the  same  time,  required,  that  Spain  should 
not  have  been  illiberal.  For  one  nation  to  mediate  for 
the  other,  was  not  a  trait,  even  novel  In  the  Spanish  his- 
tory ;  and  in  recent  times,  it  was  peculiarly  common.  As 
the  patron  and  protector  of  the  Southern  Indians,  Spain 
has  often  asserted  her  right  of  mediating  between  tbeniy 
and  the  United  States ;  jand  during  the  war  between  En- 
gland and  North  America,  her  mediation  was  ofiered  to 
the  belligerent  powers,  and  its  refusal,  then  indw^ed  tbe 
Madrid  cabmet  to  declare  war.  Lately,  .we  have  seen 
England  mediate  between  Denmark  and  the  Allies,  and 
many  other  recent  examples,  might  be  quoted.    In  ^Ea^ 
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gland  asking  to  become  the  mediatrix  between  Spai^ 
and  her  American  Provinces,  it  was  not  like  a  iforeigA 
power  intruding  itself  into  their  domestic  and  particular 
concerns,  since  the  object  to  be  attained,  was  interesting 
to  the  world  at  large.  Commissioners  could  be  sent  by 
England,  and  the  other  allies,  to  Copenhagen  and  Nor- 
way, to  settle  differences  relating  to  the  latter;  but  when 
the  niost  flagrant  acts  of  injustice,  and  innumerable  hor- 
rors have  been  long  committed  in  Spanish  America,  no 
one  seems  to  think  seriously  of  the  fkct,  and  no  one 
attempts,  manfully,  to  put  an  end  to  the  reign  of  terror. 
On  England,  as  the  great  and  good  ally  of  Spain,  this  task 
particularly  devolved;  but  if  her  government,  in  forming 
its  mediation,  merely  went  to  ask  a  favour,  and  to  say, 
for  the  sake  of  humanity,  we  beg  these  horrors  may  ceas^, 
and  from  motives  of  gratitude,  we  request  a  free  trade 
with  your  colonies^  without  resorting  to  the  many  springs 
which  might  have  been  touched,  it  was  putting  into  th6 
hands  of  the  Spanish  government,  the  means  of  refusal, 
and  using  only  an  ineffectual  exertion,  which  could  not 
fail  to  add  to  the  triumphs  of  the  illiberaL  If  the  British 
government  was  not  disposed  to  attach  to  this  mediation^ 
aH  the  appropriate  zeal'  and  talent  in  its  power,  not  only 
to  give  the  measure  success  in  Spain/but  also,  to  promote 
its  execution  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic ;  if  it  was 
,  BOt  intended  to  urge  all  the  strong  claims  the  case  offered, 
-  and  also,  to  use  every  exertion  to  explain  the  intentions 
of  the  measure  to  the  Spanish  public,  it  is  a  pity  the 
expenses  of  the  mediation  were  ever  incurred,  for  its 
Issue  might  have  been  foretold,  before  it  left  England. 
The  mosrt  trifling  informal  attempt  to  know  the  senti- 
jnents  of  the 'Spanish  government,  would  have  proved, 
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thatihe  meaBS  above  adopted,  would  have  been  insuffi« 
cient,  if  nothing  strenuous  and  urgent  was  added  thereto^ 
But  there  was  a  dread  to  offend,  and  there,  besides,  apt 
peared  an  apprehension,  that  a  strong  interest  in  the 
case,  would  rather  impede  than  promote  beneficial  con* 
sequences.  Yet  the  most  powerful  motives  urged  Eng^ 
land  to  run  the  risk,  since  it  was  by  her  aid  and  guarantee 
only,  thatsocial  order  could  be  restored  to  Spanish  America. 
Ireland,  as  the  rights  of  the  American  provinces  will 
clearly  demonstrate,  stands  exactly  on  the  same  relative 
basis  to  England,  as  the  ultramarine  provinces  do  to  Spain; 
and  had  she,  as  a  sister  kingdom,  been  treated  as  the 
latter  have  been,  for  three  hundred  years,  not  only  the 
impartial  of  our  own  island,  but  even  those  of  the  whole 
world,  would  respect  the  ally  who  interfered  to  better 
her  situation ;  who,  by  energetic  stipulations,  and  warm 
expostulations,  endeavoured  to  close  her  wounds^  to  re- 
store her  long  invaded  rights,  and  to  place  her  inhabitants 
on  the  footing  of  men ;  more  especially,  if  the  half  of  the 
force^thus  to  be  obtained,  was  essentially  necessary  to  give 
efficacy  to  the  exertions  of  the  whole  alliance.  It  would 
,  be  the  extreme  of  delicacy,  for  one  pilot,  calmly  to  behold 
another,  steering  a  vessel  on  a  hidden  rock,  without  advert- 
ing him  of  his  danger,  and  insisting  on  a  change  of  course* 
if  blindness  made  him  persist  in  his  obstinacy.  Nations 
interfere  for  one  another,  to  obtain  peace,  and  why  could 
not  we  have  done  the  same,  in  propitious  moments,  toob« 
tain  redress,  and  to  preserve  harmony  and  concord  between 
our  mutual  allies  ?  If  such  exertions  had  been  rendered 
fruitless,  if,  however,  the  voice  of  reason  and  of  Justice 
had  been  stifled  amidst  the  cries  of  monopoly,  rancour* 
and  intemperance,  it  would  then  be  the  duty  of  that  all^ 
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to  acquaint  Ireland,  in  tbe  strongest  and  most  unequi^ 
yocal  terms,  that  such  exertions  had  been  made,  and  had 
proved  abortive.  Yet,  up  to  the  present  moment,  the 
Spanish  American  provinces  are  ignorant,  that  England 
has  ever  raised  her  voice  in  their  favour,  that  she  has 
ever  sighed  over  their  wrongs  and  misfortunes,  or  that 
she  has  ever  wished  them  an  alleviation  of  those  evilst, 
which,  from  awe  to  Spain,  she  no  longer  dared  to  ac* 
knowledge,  as  existing.  Spain,  in  rushing  into  an  incon« 
siderate  war  with  her  ultramarine  provinces,  seems  to 
have  forgot  how  essential  they  were  to  her  success,  but 
that  we  should  have  been  equally  blind  and  wavering,  is 
the  most  unaccountable  of  all  political  problems.  Spain 
might  have  learnt  from  our  own  history  and  fatal  expe- 
rience, that  it  is  first  necessary  to  make  a  people  happy 
mnd  contented,  by  the  restoration  of  their  rights,  before 
she  could  count  on  their  allegiance* 

But  to  carry  on  the  simile.  When  ihe  affairs  and  si- 
tuation of  Ireland,  have  been  agitated  and  discussed  in 
the  parliaments  and  councils  of  England,  not  only  ran* 
cour,  partiality,  and  party  spirit,  have  been  banished 
from  the  debate,  but  the  natives  of  the  latter,  have  felt 
the  most  warm  and  cordial  intercut  in  the  question,  and 
in  the  rights  and  amelioration  of  the  other,  and  have  been 
actuated  by  a  brotherly  feeling,  divested  of  jealousy, 
jmimosity,  and  pique.  Had  a  glaring  and  open  violation 
of  the  rights  of  the  one,  been  ready  to  take  place,  the 
others  would  have  felt  the  wrong  as  their  own,  and  would 
have  equally  burned  with  resentment.  Very  different,  are 
the  facts  to  be  deduced,  from  an  impartial  examination 
of  what  has  occurred  in  the  American  question,  and  in  the 
\debates  of  the  Cortes,  in  every  stage  through  which  it 
has  gone. 
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§  The  Spanish  Americans,  naturally  entertained  great 
hopes^  that  in  the  new  constitution  of  Spain,  some  gc- 
ne^l  ground-work  of  reform,  favourable  to  them,  would 
be  laid ;  but,  unfortunately,  the  basis  of  rights,  on  which 
there  were  to  stand,  not  being  properly  defined  and  esta- 
blished, the  new  code  has  rather  operated  as  an  injury* 
Indeed,  as  long  as  the  laws  and  statutes  which  are  to 
govern  the  American  provinces,  are  to  be  made  in  an 
European  congress,  particularly  in  one  like  that  of  Cadiz, 
situated  amongst  a  powerful  body  of  monopolizers, 
whose  influence  over  the  acts  of  government,  is  both  ma- 
nifest and  undue;  where  such  a  disparity  of  votes  is 
found,  and  where  opinions  and  interests  so  materially 
clash,  what  hopes  of  strict  and  impartial  justice  can  the 
former  expect,  more  particularly  now,  since  resentment 
is  let  loose,  and  the  passions  are  wound  up  to  the  highest 
pitch  ? 

Confined  as  I  am  to  the  present  question,  as  it  relates 
to  Spanish  America,  it  would  be  foreign  to  my  subject, 
in  this  place,  to  analize  the  whole  of  the  new  constitu* 
tion  of  Spain ;  yet  I  t^annot  but  observe,  that  from  the 
general  remarks  I  have  been  able  to  make,  after  an  at- 
tentive perusal,  I,  by  no  means,  think  it  is  calculated  to 
secure  the  person  of  the  individual,  from  the  grasp  of 
arbitrary  power,  since,  on  the  contrary,  it  leaves  him 
subject  to  as  much  viohttion  as  before.  I  can  scarcely 
augur  that  code  to  be  lasting,  which  confounds  the  dif- 
ferent and  c^posite  classes,  which  takes  away  the  digni- 
ties of  the  clergy,  grandees^  and  nobles,  which  divests 
them  of  their  national  representation,  and  tends  to  level 
them  with  the  other  orders  of  the  community*  These 
^re  bodies  of  extreme  influence;  in  acountcy,  that  can 
scarcely  be  considered  in  any  other  light  than  feudal; 
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where  the  peasantry  depends  on  them,  where  no  inter- 
mediate class  of  citizens  counterpoises  their  ascendency, 
and  where,  besides,  they  hold  the  lands  and  chief  riches 
of  the  state.  Spain  is  ill  prepared  for  a  change  so  great 
and  so  sadden  as  this ;  and  if  so,  it  cannot  be  expected 
to  prove  a  basis  of  permanent  quiet,  or  tend  to  produce 
perfect  unanimity.  The  return  of  King  Ferdinand  to 
Madrid,  will,  indeed,  try  the  merits  of  the  constitution, 
and  the  parties  already  forming,  gire  rise  to  serious  ajv 
prehensions,  that  it  will  not  long  stand  its  ground. 

The  constitution  formed  by  the  Cortes  of  Spain,  to 
the  production  of  theorists,  collected  in  the  warm  atmo- 
sphere of  a  popular  assembly,  and  by  no  means  prepared 
for  such  a  tdsk.  In  it,  there  is  no  division  of  powers,  and 
the  necesitory  equilibrium  to  maintain  the  whole  fabric, 
IS  wanting.  Under  it,  a  king,  master  of  ad  armed  force, 
might  be  a  tyrant,  and  the  people  would  hare  no  remedjr. 
If,  by  the  constitution  of  a  state,  is  meant,  the  body  of 
those  written  and  unwritten  fundamental  laws,  which 
regulate  tho  most  important  rights  of  the  higher  magis- 
trates, and  the  most  essential  privileges  of  the  subjects, 
such  constitution  can  only  be  the  work  of  time;  for  tbe 
attempt  to  change  by  violence  the  habits  of  men,  and  the 
established  order  of  society,  so  as  to  fit  them  for  an  ab- 
solute n^w  scheme  of  government,  flows  from  presump- 
tive ignorance, '  and  must  be  accompanied  with  fatal 
resuHs.  How  much  more  so,  must  not  this  be  the  case 
in  Spain,  where  mental  improvement  is  so  backward* 
where  innovation  is  beheld  with  so  much  dread,  and 
where  prejudices  are  yet  so  deeply-rooted.  A  free  con- 
stitution, s^s  the  great  Shipley,  is  the  growth  of  time 
and  of  nature^  Tatber  than  the  work  of  human  inventioo* 
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6ucb|  also^  is  the  opinion  of  all  oar  other  political  wri* 
lers ;  the  quick  and  ready  manufacture  of  all  kinds  of 
constitutions,  was  the  discovery  of  the  Abbfe  Sieyes. 

One  of  the  chief  excellencies  of  the  admirable  system 
of  British  polity,  is,  the  reciprocity  of  controul,  which 
thereby  subjects  every  adopted  measure  of  one  branch 
of  the  legislature,  to  the  investigation  and  refusal  of 
another.  By  this  means,  if  one  body  is  actuated  by  pas- 
sion, has  not  been  sufficiently  deliberate,  or  not  in  full 
possessionr  of  the  requisite  data;  if  it  should  have  judged 
lisstily,  unwisely,  or  partially,  its  resolutions  are  subject 
to  the  review  and  check  of  another  body,  where  it  is 
presumable,  that  the  same  motives  of  erroneous  judg^ 
meitt,  do  not  exist  In  like  manner,  the  Senate  acts  a 
check  on  the  actions  of  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States ;  and  indeed,  any  other  system,  is  opposed  to  po- 
Ktical  expediency  and  the  experience  of  ages.  No  check 
exists  over  the  Cortes  of  Spain,  who  have  hitherto  acted 
as  an  executive  as  well  as  legislative  body,  since  the 
ministers  trembled  to  do  any  thing,  without  their  pre- 
vious concurrence*  Spain  may  imagine  she  has  received 
as  the  basis  of  her  future  happiness,  a  constitution 
fottnded  on  science  and  experience ;  but  if  we  attend  to 
the  economy  of  providence,  we  shall  discover,  that  be- 
neficial alterations,  are  not  hasty  and  violent,  but  gentle 
and  progressive*  The  sudden  and  quick  [operations  of 
nature,  generally  produce  destruction ;  while,  whatever 
is  salutary,  is  mild  and  gradual*  Experience  shews^ 
that  human  affairs  proceed  on  a  similar  analogy ;  valuable 
improvements  are  slow  and  gradual^  but  hasty  changes 
are  mischievous,  and  end  in  destruction.  The  present 
governing  system  of  Spain,  has  served  to  introduce  h^hly 
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rance prevails  in  the  mass  of  the  inhabitants ;  and  it  has 
tended  greatly  tp  demoralize,  by  almost  setting  religion 
at  naught.  Libertinism,  and  even  atheism,  were  never 
so  general  as  now  in  Spain,  for,  from  the  extremes  of 
superstitious  despotism,  what  with  the  war,  and  a  rage 
to  imitate  the  French,  licentiousness  has  become  the 
order  of  the  day. 

Mankind,  by  the  experience  of  the  last  twenty  yean^, 
have  at  last  discovered,  that  the  frame  and  application  of  a 
well-ordered  government,  must,  necessarily,  grow  out  of 
the  labour  of  years,  and  be  ripened  by  sober  experience. 
Also,  that  [it  must  be  interwoven  with  the  usages  of  the 
people,  be  engrafted  on  their  habits,  customs^  and  man« 
ners,  and  correspond  to  the  wants  of  the  present  timet. 
Spain,  though  freed  from  her  enemy,  has  still  much  to 
conquer  within  herself;  great  debility  and  confusion  yet 
reign  there.  She  presents  to  the  mind,  the  idea  of  a 
deep  and  dreary  chaos,  difficult  to  reduce  to  order, 
unless  the  plans  of  the  architect  be  clear  and  comprehend 
•ive,  and  his  powers  equal  to  the  object  to  which  he  as- 
pires. To  draw  order  and  arrangement  from  this  chaotic 
confusion,  is  a  work  of  gigantic  nature;  and  it  remains 
to  be  proved,  whether  the  king,  with  this  constitution  in 
his  hand,  one  decided  in  a  hasty  manner,  founded  on 
many  principles  of  the  French  revolution,  at  variance 
with  the  most  powerful  orders  of  the  state,  and  uncon^ 
genial  to  the  habits  and  prejudices  of  the  people,  will 
be  able  to  perform  so  important  task.  As  before  ob* 
served,  the  constitution  of  Britain,  was  not  the  work  of  a 
month,  or  of  a  year ;  it  was  formed  out  of  the  experience 
and  wisdom  ofages^  and  matured  by  unremitting  care^ 
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aiid  by  a  constant  prc^riKftioQ  <tf  hnproTemenft  V  vaf 
tbmg  proves  its  excellence,  it  is,  that  the  Frendi  now 
seek  to  imitate  it,  and  that,  throughout  the  loi^niad 
tremendous  hurricane,  by  which  we  havc^  been  threa* 
tened,  our  laws  and  constitution,  have  been  seen,  as 
seated  xm  a  rock,  against  whi^b  the  boisterous  biUov^  of 
faction  have  broke  their  fojpde,  and  as  a  supefieur  being, 
shielding  us  from  that  storm,  which  has  laid  so  many 
other  iiations  in  ruins* 

As  fkr  as  the  constitution  of  Spain  relates  to  SpMisk 
America,  many  of  its  clauses  are  not  only  opposed  to 
common  justice,  but  are  likely  to  prove  the  causes  of  con- 
tinual discord  nxxA  dis«ention«  Such  are  articles,  l^aoKl 
S9,  which  exclude  from  the  righto'af  citizenshipr  and 
from  even  that  of  being  inciiided  in  a  governmental  census, 
all  classes  of  persons,  who  may,  in  the  remotest  manneti 
be  derived,  or  reputed  to  be  derived,  from  African 
blood;  so  that  all  the  mixtures  of  whites  and  Indtmi^ 
with  the  former,  and  many  Indians  who  hai9>e  passed  for 
mulattoes,  in  order  to  be  exempt  from  tribute,  as  well  as 
many  coloured  families,  who  have  been  free  for  mai^' 
generations,  constituting  the  most  hardy  and  industrioua 
of  the  lower  orders,  are  divested  of  this  most  sKred  of 
all  rights.  And  let  it  again  be  well  considered,  that  this 
privation  extends  to  a  numerous,  rich,  and  respectable, 
class  of  citizens,  for  they  are  all  artists,  artificers,  and 
£irmers ;  so  tba^  whilst,  in  Spain,  even  the  gypsies  are 
granted  the  full  rights  of  citizens,  in  Spanish  America, 
some  millions  of  its  most  useful  population,  are  stripped 
of  that  right,  because  a  drop  of  African  blood  circulates 
in  their  veins,  notwithstanding  it  may  have  long  ago  been 
absorbed^  by  successive  mixtures  with  whites  and  In* 
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diaQS.    'Were  ibis  clause  to  be  carried  into  effect^  in 

...  Spanish.  Americ^t,^  it  would  create  more  confusion  and 
more  animosity,  tban  the  most  arbitrary  imposts  forcibly 

.  levied  by  the  crown.  The  public  offices,  besides^  would 
be  filled  with  nothing  but.tables  of  genealogy.  Little  do 
4:be  Spani^ards  of  the  18th  century  recollect,  what  has 
bee^  their-  o^n  origin,  particularly  those  provinces  bor« 

>  dering  on  the  Mediterranean.  .  Little  do  they  reflect, 
that  the  best  times  of  Spain,  were  those  when  she  was  in 
the  hands  of  the  Moors ;  and,  that  if  she.  has  yet  any 
remains  of  architecture*  tillage,  civilization,  and  even 
courage^  it  is  from  them  that  they  are  derived. 

Such  ift  article  33,  by  which  persons  of  the  above 
d(escr,iption,  by  not  being  citizens,  are  excluded  from  the 
right  of  voting  for  members  of  the  municipality.  Article 
35i  which  deprives  of  the  rights  of  citizenship,  all  la^ 
bourers  receiving  wages,  by  which,  not  only  the  casts  are 
excluded^  but  also  the  greatest  part  of  the  Indians,  wbo^ 
having  been  deprived  of  their  lands  by  the  conquest^ 

f  tiow  cultivate  them  for  their  dispossessors.  Articles  97» 
35,  and.75y  purporting,  that  citi^ns  only,  with  the  excr- 

.  pise  of  certain  rights,  can  be  electors,  and  elected  as  de« 

;  puties  for  the  Cortes«  Such  is  article  O^^  which  besides 

«  requires  for  each  deputy  an  annual  income*  proceeding 
from  fixed  property,  by  which  the  Indians  are  excluded^ 

;  as  the  laws  deprive  them  of  the  means  of  acquiring  any. 
Article  91*  by  which  a  residence  in  America  of  aeven 
years,  confers  the  right  of  being  elected  deputy,  by, 

.  which^  the  Americans  will  be  eventually  excluded,  from 
the  greater  influence  of  the  Europeans  who  may  go  over 
and  settle  there.    Article  30,  by  which  it  is  stated,  that 

.  $he  Bcide  of  population^  which  is  to  fegulajte  the  number 
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of  representatives  for  Spain»  is  to  be  established  by  the 
census  list  of  1797>  the  largest  ever  made;  and  conse^ 
quently,  not  including  the  ravages  of  the  present  war; 
but  with  regard  to  America,  the  basis  is  to  be  a  census, 
hereafter  made.  Article  2$2»  which  stipulates,  two  mi- 
nisters for  the  great  continent  of  Anaerica,  and  six  for 
Spain.  Article  231,  which  says,  that  out  of  forty  coun- 
sellors of  state,  twelve  only  are  to  be  Americans*  ^ 

^*  The  experience  of  Venezuela,'*  says  the  editor  o^ 
El  Espaiiol,  *^  practically  proves,  that  this  constitution^ 
which  the  Spaniards  seek  to  establish  by  force  of  arms,  may 
be  liberty  in  Spain,  but  it  is  a  mere  slavery  in  America. 
With  the  constitution  in  his  hand,  Monteverde  has  been 
able  to  kill,  persecute,  imprison,  and  commit  all  kinds 
of  horrors,  which  have  eventually  caused  a  new  revolu- 
tion in  Venezuela ;  and  with  the  constitution  before  his 
eyes,  Venegas  has  acted  in  such  a  manner,  as  to  receive 
the  name  of  Tiberius,  in  the  loyal  city  of  Mexico.  It* 
is  consequently  evident,  that  in  practice,  the  constitu- 
tion, with  all  its  apparent  equality,  leaves  the  American 
provinces  in  a  condition  very  inferiour  to  those  of  Spain; 
and  it  thence  results,  that  a  war,  which  has  for  object 
to  enforce  this  constitution,  without  any  modification 
that  may  constitute  it  the  true  support  and  the  defence 
of  the  liberty  of  that  country,  is  a  measure,  unjust  and 
tyrannical*  .'• 

I  have  gone  into  these  few  particulars  respecting  the 
constitution  of  Spain,  in  order  to  anisiwer  those  partizans 
of  the  conduct  of  the  Cortes,  who  conceive,  that  in  no* 
minally  admitting  the  Spanish  Americaiis  into  a  parttci« 

^  •  B  Bipanol,  No.  49|  page  S18^  ^ 
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paltoil  of  it^beriefits^  as  much  has  bfteti  done  for  theiHi  as 
they  are  entitled  to.    And  is  this  constitution  alone,  ca- 
pable of  securing  the  happiness  of  the  ultramarine  pro- 
tipces  ?    What  guarantees  have  they*   that  even  what 
Httie  it  stipulates  in  their  favour,  will  be  duly  executed  ? 
Witbottt  a  local  assembly,  or  some  other  check  over  the 
acti  of  despotic  viceroys,  it  is  not  possible  to  expect>  at 
^ttcfa  a  distance,  impartial  justice  |  for  eVen  the  constitu* 
tibn,  a  general  indult,  and  the  liberty  of  the  press,  havf 
b^niUspeiKted  at  the  will  of  the  Spanish  chiefs,  on  the 
roost  trivia!  pretexts^    And  from  this,  where  is  the  ap* 
peal  ?    At  a  distance  of  fMKX)  leagues^  and  before  a  na<^ 
tiotial  legislature,  filled  with  r^ncOur  and  prejudice.    A 
viceroy  abroad,  eten  with  this  constitution  in  his  hand, 
will  be  as  much  a  tyrant  as  before :  since  the  governing 
system  is  the  same,  since  he  has  the  command  of  the  mi'* 
^taiy^  influences  all  the  inferiour  departments,  and^to  no 
0||e#  is  auMrerable  for  his  conduct*  The  constitution  pro<« 
.claims,  that  the  nation  is  the  reunion  of  all  the  Spaniards 
of  both  hemispheres,  and  that  all  are  equaU    Yet  in  so 
doing,  part  of  the  fiiost  interesting  population  of  Spanish 
jlmerica,  is  excluded  from  the  right  of  citizenship,  and 
the  diiproportion  in  the  general  legislature^  is  great    Ar- 
ticle fi7i  states^  ^'  that  the  Cortes  are  a  reunion  of  all  the 
deputies  representing  the  nation,'*  and  can  any  thing  be 
more  ridiculous,  than  that  one  or  two  hundred  deputies, 
are  to  be  annually  sent  over  from  Spanish  America  and  the 
Philipine  islands^  to  meet  a  body  of  men  in  Europe,  with 
whom  their  interests  materially  clash  i  What  respectable 
man,  however  patriotic,  would  run  the  risk  of  a  long  voy« 
age,  and  undeigo  every  inconvenience,  to  serve  his  con* 
»t||yentS)  and  then^  see,  that  prejudice  and  partiality 
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mrfVfkf^kWif^  h^tdrt  An^m?  And,  beside,  tte^x& 
|A%ce !  Sf  Ji^tiiah  Alkitfrit^»  fbr  cfixampld,  ban  I^  defpu* 
tRsHhl^C^it^^lifeilrMlaiy  alone;  alnounls  to  1,^^ 
,  diiftKrs.  Aifd  ih  <»e  of  a  war,  how  are  they  to  comet 
i^^ttji^,  titi^rlig  ivli8ieT0r  ArAmtcf,  mote  eximvagalit^ 
(iMn  %bfc  inMHidr  ^  g^SWttmg  iwb  parta  of  one  Mcipire, 
«rith^h)miff^ififeD^c5^1ilx%Wei^ti.  The  Atnericati  depii^ti^ 
Wcfkb^^tfilile  W  %biB  ftt^»  tiod  tbejr,  oODtfe^utiy:^  )>rQ» 

"  'Of  iMJte,"  *i^y8  tte  fedito^  «tf  El  Eh^oI,  ^  tos  thfe 
«tt>^tei<ce  'Itf  "Ibc^hcfe  ^ol'ld^  sent&i  'itt  its  fomitti^^ 
The  8»ttfe  pTiiUcif^tes  ^  liberty  wrc^Iyiib^l^rfiit^ 
%hic1i  life  f^ftndb  ma(te  ^bionabte^  ^but  of  "wbtoh,  they 
^i%1fJoW%^fii^,  ai^  "MHit  fortti  the  ^ree  ^r  Hbeml  pvta 
'6(  ^Cbe  SfMiiish  cfbD^tttiitibn.  Tb6  'same  'ii^oteiance 
%bichbppr©**d  Eti^ojite,  four  dBtftortes  ago,  bj»  tbercftft 
^cti%ed  ^thd^  aiticMi,  fn  Wbtoh  ttee  bifeltiies  of  ekc«MiV(b 
liber^,  bbW  f^lbff^.  Tbe  toyal  )>d wef ,  >h  ttaeiN^  'dnQiiflit» 
^efed  "With'incoilsie^iit  cbaii^;  atid  thd)*e»  tel^iouatj^ 
Y^nftiiy,  i^tiU  ap^ebfrs  «#ith  ^  ilaf ger  fn  Its  baml.  <>h  oiife 
^{de,  the  fdtibtaih^f  tb^  mws,  is  €^:)>b^  to  te  Itoiibldl 
^na  86il^/by  tb^  mu^^tode  byilrbidi  k  ii^  iari^ntfcfd^ 
"and  oh  *tTfe  otlier,  tbfe  1^p\e  ¥re  dfep^tvefl  bf  ^  to(J* 
iAlc^d  i^fgfbt^^^iz.  fbat  of  a  ditedt  iuQixenee  fn'tbe  nbmr- 
Imfteb  '6f4heFr  reJ^r^HenWel^^s.*** 

'ITbe  tete'<3orte8  ofSpalo,  li^ve  1i|)ent  moat  of  tbefc 
*tfMe,1n^W^b<f^rittg  ih  pu^uit  df  vWohary  ibeori^,  «8  iKS 
4be  reVdlutioiti^tiB  df Fi^nee.  Instead  df  tdftiecffcirig^buaeay 
%^didge^fe  aftti  catitidba  steps,  which  grtidirtlly^hitrd- 
'tlUCe  r^foiriti'Wtthdut  i^uin;  Which  iiiay  fit^society  for^KhA 
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better  «late  of  things,  and  whidi^  iJy  tiot  attempting  Im^ 
posrfWlities,  may  enlarge  the  circle  of  human  happiness, 
they,  equally,  formed  the  mad  project  of  throwing  down 
etrery  thing  at  once,  trusting \o  their  own  judgment  and 
experience,  to  replace  iti    "Mudi,  as  had  the  Spanii^  go- 
verning system  to  reform,  its  defects  were  more  owing  to 
the  despotism  of  the  ancient  kings;  and  a  want  of  a  pro- 
per definition  and  security  of  the  rights  of  the  subjects; 
and  certainly,  its  reconstruction  W£»  a  difficult  task,  dur« 
ing  a  period  of  war  and  confusion,  when  every  thing  was 
in  ferment.    The  greatest  abuses,  the  most  galling  to  the 
people  and  debilitating  to  the  state,  were  in  perfect  con* 
tradiction  to  the  ancient  laws  of  the  realm ;  and  to  their 
more  immeditite  removal,  the  efforts  of  the  government, 
ought  to  have  been  directed.    A  reform  in  Spanish  Ame- 
rica, was  the  most  urgent  of  all  the  duties  of  the  Cortes^ 
for  there  still  existed,  whatever  the  most  subtle  tyranny 
could  devise,  to  torment  and  oppress  an  unoffending  peo- 
ple. Circumstances  imperiously  demanded^  that  the  new 
legislature  should  review  the  grounds  on  which  the  war 
had  been  commenced,  and  that  on  this  pointy  they  should 
adopt  and  pursue,  With  firm  sincerity  and  good  faith,  a 
conduct  friendly  and  impartial*    The  Spanish  Americans, 
had  a  right  to  demand  and  receive,  a  reparation  consonant 
to  the  injuries  they  had  so  loi^  sustained ;  and  th6  fra« 
ternal  voice  of  the  Cortes,  ought  to  havfe  resounded  to  the 
farthest  shores  of  Columbia,  and  their  accents  ought  not 
to  have  been  equirocal.    They  ought  to  have  been  pure, 
flhicere,  and  just,  and  as  emanating  Iroln  the  hearts  of  un- 
biassed patriots.    The  more  they  were  blended  With 
feelings  of  afiection  and  sensibility,  the  more  effect  fhey 
would  have  produced  in  the  qterter  to  wbidi  thef  were 
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directed;  ftnd  tbeiMre*  interest  they  would  hate  extit^' 
I  in  those,  wbo»  for  the  firtt  time*  beard  the  voice  of  masoa 
and  justice.  The  Bituatico  of  Spanish  America,  and  the 
outrages  there  committing,  opened  a  wide  and  interesting 
field  for  deliberation,  4is  imwlPii^;  some  of  the  choicest 
interests  of  their  common  coMl||b  ^^  which  it  was  im« 
possible  to  decide  ««U,  without  MiKejudiced  QOolnes6,f 
They  ought  to  have  Ink  the  helm,  to  the  guidance  of  rea* 
son  :and  disinterested  philanthropy. 

Every  people  have  a  right  to  be  well  governed,  tbey: 
have  alsOy  defined  interests  as  well  as  rights;  and  it  is  the 
sacred  duty  of  the  general  legislature  to  whom  they  be- 
long»  to  attend  to  these  points*  The  imagination,  when, 
warmed  by  discontent,  often  bestows  on  a  good  which  is 
withheld,  advantages  much  greater  than  the  reality  would 
justify,  or  reason  warrant;  but  certainly  in  the  preten*. 
SLons  of  the  Spanish  Americans,  there  was  nothing  that 
amounted  to  more,  than  the  just  feelings  of  human  nature»^ 
Their  repeated  applications  to  the  legislature  at  hoine^ 
for  redress  and  reform,  bad  been  treated  with  neglect  and 
disdain;  till  at  last,  reason  and  experience  forbade  them, 
to  continue  their  confidence.  Long  after  the  invasion  of 
the  French,  the  American  bosom  still  glowed  with  ardent 
affection}  every  s^ioa  was  interested  for  Ferdiniand,  and 
every  inhabitant  was  indignant  at  the  treachery  he  had 
experienced.  All,  beheld  the  political  birth  of  Spain, 
with (t sincere  gladness;  they  thought  their  own,  was 
equally  at  hand.  But,  still,  they  b/ebeld  their  old  systema 
continue,  and  their  old  privations  and  restraints^  were 
$till  the  same.  They  still  beheld  themselves  governed 
by  an  arbitrary  chie^  whose^poiters  were  not  only  deenie^ 
contrary  to  the  common  principles  of  liberty,  but  had  be- 
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come  an  engine  of  oppressioQ^  alike  galling  and  vexatious. 

Tfa^  appeal,  and  are  treated  with  dbdain^    la  the  bold: 

and  datermined  language  of  freemen,  they  manifest  their 

wrongs,  and  seek  that  legal  and  osnisistent^^medy  withift . 

th^r  reach,  and  war  is  declam^^pinst  them.  The  Coctes 

of  Spain  assemble,  under^fuiibtsioas  which  revived  theif 

hopes,  and  again  theii^jpSoBk  and  pressing  claims,  are 

tr^ted  with  contemptJ^iijThey  arm  jiMibeir  own  defence^ 

and^n'e  condemned  as  rebels,  and  evfc  the  animated  man-** 

ner  in  which  they  repel  aggressioils,  furnisbes  additioi^ 

motives  to  Spain>  to  perpetuate  the  horror^  into  which 

she  had  inconsiderately  rushed.   Influenced  by  vindictive 

passions,  the  agents  of  Spain,  recur  rather  to  artifice  and 

force,  than  to  the  guidance  of  reason ;  and  their  hostility 

was  consequently  exerted  in  a  cruel  and  insidious  policy, 

which  unfeelingly  doomed  individuals  to  chains,  and  in->, 

volved  them  in  ruin,  without  having  any  tepdency  to.e£> 

feet  any  national  object.    They  only  sought  to  indulge  a 

malignant  and  unpro^table  revenge,  till  at  last,  every 

remnant  of  affection,  was  torn  asunder. 

The  Cortes  calmly  beheld  thia  storm,  which  had  Ipng 
been  gathering,  burst  upon  them  with^  a  fuiy  which^ 
spread  desolation  wherever  it  reached; uand  they  heard  of 
scenes  of  the  greatest  misery  and  suffering,  v^ithout  being 
moved.    Tbey  looked^  with  cold  composure,  on  a  war, 
which  took  its  origin  in  nothing  less,  than  a  fh^rant  vjo- 
lation  of  the  most  sacred  rights,  and  even  in  an  infringe- 
ment of  national  justice.    Not  once,  was  a  cordial  dispo* 
siti^n  manifested,  to  enquire  into,  or  strike  at  the  root  of 
these  evils,  or  to  establish,  why  they  ought  to  continue. 
Error  is  the  portion  of  humanity,  the  Spamsh  Americans 
ipi}ghthat6 erred;  if  so,  their  ^rror ^ugh^  to  h^vebee]| 
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ifeade  matilfegt,  het&r6  tbey  wcr^  wantonly  butchered, 
iThc  ahdcking'  barbarities  committed^  added  motives  of 
f68eiltinent  and  faumanitjr  to  those  of  national  interest, 
&nd  Were  the  Ccrtes  alone  deaf  to  these  calls  ?    I,  again, 
leare  the  impartial  of  the  whole  world,  to  judge  of  those 
horrors  which  must  follow  the  licentiousness  of  a  sol* 
dicry,  spread  through  a  rich  and  feeble  country ;  and  T 
again  utit  them,  whether  that  profusion  of  blood  and 
treasure,  must  not  be  condemned  as  idle  and  useless, 
wheti  expended  for  an  object,  that  could  be  attained,  in  a 
inore  safe  and  humane  manner  ?    It  was  not  a  cruel  and 
destructive  war,  that  could  put  an  end  to  those  political 
divisions,  which,  besides  poisoning  the  source  of  human 
felicity,  annihilate  those  sweet  affections  which  attach 
tnembers  of  one  common  country  to  the  other ;  and 
which,  bringing  debility  to  the  state,  plant  the  most 
deadly  hate,  where  nature,  and  a  similarity  of  language,^ 
origin,  and  early  habits,  had  sown  the  seeds  of  harmony. 
iThis  was  not  the  way  to  revive  those  natural  sympathies, 
nor  was  this  a  plan,  likely  to  enkindle  any  latent  spark 
of  attachttient,  that  might  linger  in  the  bosoms  of  those^ 
who  so  lately  prided  themselves  on  belonging  to  Spain* 

iPhe  contest  of  Spain  with  her  ultramarine  provinces, 
certainly  exhibits  one  of  those  singular  cases  of  popular 
delusion,  i^ich  infecting  first  the  national  legislature, 
afterwArdi  aprieading  through  many  blasses  of  the  com« 
munity,  atid  gaining  strength  by  its  extravagance,  points 
out  the  fiital  conaequences,  which  follow  a  deviation  from 
thbae  sure  and  moral  principles  of  rectitude  and  mode* 
rkiion,  which  ought  to  actuate  us  in  our  conduct  to  fel* 
Idw-beingi.  Influenced  by  the  contagion  of  party  feeU 
ihg,  the  war  in  SpaoSih  America;  took  that  colouritlg  at 


Digitized  by 


Google 


hatm^  wbich  the  mpnopolistlfc  oS  Ci^i^  «P^I^  ^  gixe  iJ^i 

Md  tlM^  aspetity^  whici  so.  fr^<^tntlj^  ly^ixM  V^,  tlie  4«^ 

1pteto£tbd  Corfceil,  w§«  a  Q^rt^ia  iftite:?!  ^?  ^g^^y^mA 

«xa»p0ratiou  they  felt,  on  tj^e  duc^  qi£  te^Jig:  ^l^i?  g^nft^ 

In  popular  governments,  tbe.  ?# prcya^fci^v^  9i  ttee^  fi©»? 

pte.  «t^y»  geoerallyv  be  cQWcter^a#j^  iWH^ir.^e teeming 

tbei^n^nianjs  of  tfeeir  cQfpatitijeQte  ^  ^qt,  t^e  C^Qrt^^,  ft^ 

th^r  rejected   t:)a^e  f^sioi9U| 

aioo«gfl^  whoQf)  t^iey  had  t^ 

beiatipni  M^ie  djecid^  by  p 

tJCMitt  i*ftles3  w^r  tbQ  dpqai 

Xbe  eoaduci  of  the  Spa^iisb  8 

uHramanQe  pi^viftce$,  m^*  P< 

»l}ier  a^  tb$  ^ort  of  «  part 

Md  deliberate  n^l  pf  tbis  9J|< 

priHa0i|6ced  as  perfectly  igs^Qr 

feal  gfouuds  c«  ^rfeigh  *e  \ 

tke  iimnediate  nsA  ^kki  P9\0 

mn  Spain,  generally,  b^  aQ<] 

Ihat  rigid  and  eompul^ivt  ays 

Americah?  hav^  ^lai  aabj^ 

iphtcb  they  haYe  beeli  ^y^ 

tibsir  conduct,  tbe  Cartes  we 

polled  by  a  fumua  multitude 

ant  aa  occatioD  ^  tbi%  ^ba^t  tl 

their  0t»»  rights,  in  iird^i? 

fMxty,  awd  to  eiunc«  tbi^if  sm 

ilhey  wece  not  diapoA^d  tqei^l 

Ao,%iinishAip$^iica»  or  be  lb< 

^lilical  piiwiplea  «nd  pra^t 

imnrmieiit  ^fad  regene99.tiaD 

.po^e  &OBI  01101  fhonld^i^  tte  filing  n^g^  i«dfi( 
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tt^ich  tbey  bad  \oxig  groaned.  War  was  tbex>iily  nemm 
to  which  they  chose  to  resort,  and  iN^eros  were  commi»- 
ifioned  to  enforce  unconditional  subjection,  by  buiHiog 
the  towns  of  an  unoffending  people^  find  pouring  desoUh 
tton  over  their  ravaged  plains* 

§  With  what  truth,  and  with  what  justice,  might  not 
the  Spanish  Americans,  tben,  have  addressed  *theiM<JTei, 
in  the  following  maiiner,  to  tihe  govermnentof  the  Penin- 
sula, and  to  all  those  who  contributed  to  the  honrom  by 
which  they  were  surrounded  .""f-The  first  .discoverers  and 
settlers  of  this  vast  country^  brought  with  them,  and 
transmitted  to  their  posterity,  all  the  privileges  md  ion 
munities,  that,  ^t  any  tjme,  ba?e  beei;^  ^pyed  by  dM 
people  of  Spain.  These  were  secured  (q  tbem,  on  die 
faith  of  kings,  and  sanctioned  k^  the  most  solemn  legit* 
lative  acts.  Yet  we,  tl^eir  desc^ndents,  stremmialy  m^^iv 
fest  to  you,  that,  gradually,  by  the  despotism  of  iMr  kingSt 
as  well  as  by  the  corruption  of  their  ministers,  we  badf  been 
divested  of  the  enjoyment  of  ourchart^rs  and  prerogativafli 
till  at  last,  we  bad  been  dragged  into  a  system  of  gov#r»i 
ment,  that  could  be  compared  to  notbihg.else,  hut  9tj,dm^ 
graded  state  of  vassalage.  That  we  baveiong  com{>laiiwl  t| 
our  restraints  and  privations,  but  they  have  been  aggrMb 
Vated,  by  pointed  contempt  and  disdaHd*  notwitb^tapdioif: 
which,  we  have  not  failed  ta  evince  our  .sipceret^liA^ 
giance,  and  the  veneration  we  had  ta  our  rigbtfillfAiidT 
unfortunate  monarch.  That,  bent  down  by  oppreaaioiv 
and  fatigued  by  the  domestic  calamities  by  whicb  w«» 
•were  harassed,  we  conceived,  that  in  moments  of  jMslr 
and  uncertainty,  the  administmtion  of  oufOWQ.conceroiUt 
iTtras  safer  in  our  own  bands,  than  in  the  grasp,  of  lyrbitiwy 
'despots  ;.and  Uuit  by  nrtue^of  our  own  ii^flieiiti^iMli^  , 
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idin«Gfcord  wfth  *e  example  of  oar  sister  provinces  of 
le  IPenilisula,  wd  changed  bur  form  of  govemment, 
itJiout  varying  our  aHeg4ance,  or  ceasing  to  be  liege  aitd 
ithftil  subject!  ofthe  same  monarch,  to  whom  we 
ways  belonged.  That,  in  so  doing,  our  object  wa6  to 
fomote  our  own'  security,  and  to  remove  the  galling 
laoMi^  by  which  we  were  bound.  That  for  this,  a 
lid  and  devli'itating  war,  was  declared  against  us. 

That,  wherfeas,  Uie  power,  but  not  the  justice,  the 
tngesi^c^  but  not  the  wisdom  of  Spain,  the  same  which» 

old,^nearty  stripped  this  country  of  its  primitive  po- 
ilation,  imw  pursues  their  guiltless  children  and  the 
herrntes^  wIks  in  the  course  of  time,  have  beeci 
snded  wil^  Mlem.  And  whereas,  this  land  on  which 
3  m^  Hh^  ivas  purcbised  by  the  toil  and  treasure,  or 
qtiired  b]f  the  blood  and  valour  of  our  venerable  prc^- 
tors^  who  in  many  cases,  shared  their  fortunes  with 
e  diaughters  of  its  ancient  possessors,  to  us  they  be* 
eathed  the  dear-bought  inheritance ;  to  our  care  and 
DieclioB  4bey  consigned  it,  and  the  most  sacred  obli« 
tions  are  upon  ns,  to  transmit  the  glorious  purchase^ 
fettered'  by  nhduci  power,  \ind  unclogged  by  gttlting 
icktes,  to  o^r  innocent  and  beloved  offspring.  From 
al  experieotee)  We' begin  to  know  the  valtie  of  those 
vti/omn  rights,  for  which  our  forefathers  lavished  their 
>o$#i^  treaMre,  which  they  handed  down  to  their 
sce&dants,  butwhich^  onr  invaded  laws,  could  no  longer 
vaT^i  Thei  time  is  now  come,  when  a  boundless  con- 
etrt,  inhiil^ed  by  seventeen  millions  of  people,  can  no 
\g^  submit,'  to  have  their  being  at  the  arbitrary  will  of 
G^adtimss^nDrtttister,  or  basely  yield  to  the  despotism  of 
it^o^ptra 'cfiieft,' bent  only  on  their  own  aggrandizetnent. 
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IQ'  Oiu?  want^,  We  dp  i»ot  s^  to  cease  to  be  siilz^^ct^ 
tut  ^e  will,  no^lojBgeFy  be  the  tools  of  arbitral  pow^i^ 
We  revere  the  land  ftona  whence  ^e  derive  our  origitK 
Itiwt  we  fiann^t^  uBunoyed^  behold  tb^  sacred  i^beritao^^et 
we  b^v^  derived  ftom  oatjure,  thus  s^^h^  &qb(i  ^9^ 
We  ba^^  beheld  e^r  cbart^r^h,  which  ought  ta  bai^ 
«ei^ed  a9  a  sacFed  b^ririer  agaia^t  the  eocFoachna^ts  of 
tyxKi^y,  mi^tUated  and  Iraiapled  to  the  ground ;  and  w» 
now  seek  to  replace  tbem^  ofi  tbeir  ^n<^ent  hm^:  Wo 
f»ly  deina^d  the  ligbt  of  beiug  governed  by  o^r  etww  aar» 
l^embliefi*  in  the,  articles  of  taxos  andktori^l  poliee^-^ 
ligbt  we  hive  never  yielded  upi,  We  ii«igiao  r»iot%  ^bm 
^t  practical  equ^jty^  wbieb  wr  ancka^t  ^wi^  foe^pi 
and  even  recent  odictn,  give  ut  Ibe  autborif^  to  datflL 
We  ask  f<»  just  and  equitable  laws,  btttweas«ert,  t;batM 
I9an^.i9  bowd,  ia  eooscie«Ge^  to  obey  any ;  ia  the  i&rmt^ 
$i09  of  wbicb>  be  haa  QOl  given  bis  conaeat,  in  peiMn  00 
liy  ipepiei^Qtative*  We  ea^not  but  expre«i  oiup  ootteera^ 
that  ii^  prayipg  for  the  i9terpx>»itioo  of  tho  Coft«i  ^ 
$pai%  i»  favour  of  our  violated  lights,  a»d  to.relieve  ut 
fy^m  our  gtlling  burdetts^  we  ha^re  aad  m^  wilb  tbat  at»f 
te»tioft  ouf  situation  and  services  deserveft.  awd  we  foiN 
Iher  declarf ,  tbat  the  rigorous  proseeutigea  by  mformi 
Ilea,  which  we  have  so  often  witnessed  awongst  iia^  art 
niHupportable  grieva^nees  on  the  peoplia^  la  short,  we  aftt 
J^Rinly  avow,  tl»it  the  wjar  carried  ott  ^^inst  us,  ia  a  vat 
cif  aggressiQa,  a«4  that  the  justice  of  our  resistance^  em^ 
if  qnently,  cannot  be  questioned^  as  ftr  as  S6lf*^etteyr9n^ 
tion  aod  indispensable  necessity^  can  furnish  Mctivea^t* 
lake  up  WB!^    Wa  deplone  t^  bocnira  aad  nemg^  t^r 
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lirhicli  we  are  mnrroimddd,  but  they  dki  not  <M^Mte 
with  m^    As  dtizen-soldiers,  we  know,  and  appirore  tiie 
cause  for  which  we  are  fighting.    We  lament  the  ca^ 
•fannitiea»  by  which  the  bosom  of  our  common  country,  h 
rent,  and  the  course  of  barbarity,  practised  against  os. 
We  appeal  to  that  God,  who  3earcheth  the  hearts  of 
men,  for  the  rectitude  of  our  intentions :  and,  in  hia  holjr 
presence,  we  declare,  that  we  are  not  moved  by  any  hasty 
•ymptoms  of  anger  and  revenge ;  so,  through  every  change 
of  fortune,  we  will  adhere  to  the  same  determination,  of 
laying  down  our  arms^  as  soon  as  bur  freedom  and  ha{^ 
pinetti  are  safely  secured,  and  properly  guaranteed.-^    . 
S  The  object  of  the  preceding  details,  has  been  to 
place  the  Spanish  American  question,  in  a  proper  point 
of  view,  and  to  state,  from  the  best  attainable  data,  the 
origin  and  causes  of  those  unfortunate  distentions,  whieh 
]iave,  so  long,  desolated  the  South  Columbian  continent, 
in  carrying  my  reader  through  the  various  stages  of  this 
complicated  dispute,  and  after  giving  him  an  idea  of  t^e 
degraded  state  in  which  the  inhabitants  of  that  country, 
bad  been  kept,  I  have  particularly  endeavoured  to  convey 
a  just  conception  of  the  redress  sought,  and  the  manner 
in  which  it  was  denied.    I  have  pointed  out  the  ddects 
of  that  constitution,  which,  from  being  ill-balanced,  can 
never  be  permanent;  manifesting  that,  though  in  its  for- 
mation, the  Spanish  Americans  have  not  had  an  adequate- 
J>art,  they  are,'nevertheles8,  warred  upon,  because  they 
refuse  to  give  it,  an  unmodified  admission*     I  have 
proved  the  war  carried  on  against  them,  to  be  a  war  of 
•ggre»8ion,  to  have  orignated  in  a  manifest  violation  of 
principles  of  right  and  eqtiity ;  and  I  have  stated,  that  it 
is  aecimipanied  by  horrors^  which  chill  the  feelings  of 
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faumaDiiy.    These  elacidations  were.mcessary,  to  a.&ir 
jriew  of  the  question ;  and  I  will  now  proceed  to  prove 
ihe  necessity,  nay,  the  boundep  duty,  in  ^bich  both  Spain 
and  England  stand,  of  allaying  the^e  feuds,  by  the  rar. 
tionaltneans  of  mediation,  an4  Qot  by  a  Qpji|iti]D[^ft|i9Q  of 
horrors.    It  will  also  appear,  that  from  the  commanding 
attitude  of  the  latter,  as  well  as  to  enhance  the  ge^rai 
triumphs  of  peace,  she  is  particularly  called  upon^  at  the 
present  moment,  to  use  her  most  strenuous  exertions,  to. 
stop  the  ravages  of  civil  war  in  a  country,  bound  to  her 
by  a  sacred  alliance,  and  formerly^  the  object. of  her  rer 
peated  offers  and  warm  assurances.    That  it  is  tj^  pf* 
put  an  ejad  to  devastations,  which  have  akeady  spread 
widely  in  this  fair  portion  of  the  globe,  whicb  have  con^ 
verted  the  seat  of  quiet,  improvement,  and  riches^  into^^ 
Bcemsoi  carnage,  anarchy,  and  destructioq;  aofibwre, 
besides,  reduced  the  inhabitants  to  the  greatest  distress. 
I  shall  found  my  arguments  on  the  grounds  of  humanity 
and  justice,  and  then  support  them,  by  collateral  coDsi7> 
derations  of  policy  and  expediency.        .     . 

It  cannot  but  afford  rational  and  sincere  satisfaction 
to  the  benevolent  mind,  that  in  Europe,  a  period  has 
been  put  to  a  long  and  arduous  contest ;  that  the  great 
effusion  of  human  blood  is  stopped,  and  tha|  a  more  sp^en* 
did  scepe  opens  on  the  view,  which,  like  another  mofQi> 
jng-star,  promises  the  brighter  era  of  a  new  day*  EnglaQ4 
had  long  risked  her  existence,  for  the  pres'ervation  of  hs^ 
station  in  the  scale  of  empires,  and  has,  at  last,  by  rescu- 
ing millions  from  the  hand  of  oppression,  laid  the  fpuor 
dation,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  of  a  great  and  lasting  peace. 
Arrived  at  the  close  of  this  anxious  struggle  for  the  li- 
berties of  nutnkind^  she  cannot  but  jook  arouad  ^  fee)  ^ 
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regftt,  that  in  awjr  othei'  quarter  of  the  world,*  towerer 
(tistant,  the  same  horrors  yet  continue ;  and  having  al- 
rea:dy  extended  the  olive  brandi  over  convulsed  Europe, 
dhe  must  naturally  reason^  that  it  will  not  be  less  honoura^ 
l^and  fesd  just,  to  fiipr^ad  the  blessings  of  peace  and  ve*, 
generation,  over  Spanish  America,  There,  as  lately  in* 
Europe,  the  ocean  has  been  ruffled  by  a  long  and  tremen- 
dous hurricane,  and  it  is  impossible  for  the  waves  to 
subside  on  its  agitated  expanse,  unless  the  discordant 
winds  are  first  lulled  intb  harmony  and  quiet.  Whilst 
in  this  quarter  of  the  globe,  all  is  harmony  and  peace,  in 
the  Wcit|^  war  yet  rages,  under  the  most  savage  form. 
And  can  Engf^nd,  loaded  with  the  blessings  of  all  Eu« 
rope,  be  unmindful  of  these  horrid  scenes,  in  Spanish' 
America? 

%(aiii,  also,  by  this  time,  having  gained  her  object^ 
and  succeeded  in  freeing  her  territory  frdm  invaision*  is 
particularly  called  upon,  at  the  present  hour,  to  feel  to* 
vi^rds  her  sister  provinces  of  America,  that  sympathy  for 
their  distressed  condition,  with  which  she  lately  sought 
to  inspire  England,  and  the  rest  of  the  world,  Wmned 
by  a  superiour  voice,  it  now  becomes  her,  with  calm  judgi 
ment  and  impartial  feelings,  to  review  the  causes  of  these 
unfortunate  dissentions,  of  which,  if  the  grounds  are 
found  on  her  side,  and  emanating  from  a  want  of  liberality 
and  just  redress,  it  is  her  duty  and  her  interest,  to  relins- 
quish  a  war  now  carrying  on  for  an  object,  unjust  and  u^- 
consistent;  and  which,  even  if  attained,  can  only  be  pre^ 
served,  with  great  difficulty  and  expence.  Above  all,  it 
is  an  obligation  both  sacred  and  pressing,  to  exchai^  the 
^syirord  for  the  olive-branch,  and  instead  of  incurring  fr€lsk 
expenees^  in  prosecuting  hostilities,  both  unnpt^ral  mi 
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wmmomn^  fBl^t  Ss  toand  to  kwk  to  her  onvm  wfidrii*  to  ^t^ 
woe  b^tomn  ^vemmtaA,  tD  fetrieve  ker  own  eredk,  ^and 
e^pooitlly;  .to  remoye  tkat  aiuwclqr  and  coafusioa,  ivHtll 
wbicfa  «be  is  ^ecretity  de^tmruii^  'wxthfin  iieraeKl  Tbe 
gim^kKiif<ef  lAkeSfrnmBh  fCCffc,  nfttifoiM  villi  ii^^ftm 
mkt  yiy  coaipli€Bted  cakmnitieSy  experionced  diimg  their 
loQgwid  >htrMQngiiivi»oii;  «iKl«i9tcad  '^t-w^ermg 
heT9tM^  thDseiresh  cquipmeMs  tier  papem  rfresdy  an* 
n^itiog^  and  :the  tmmoprtistB  of  CftAiz  fR>  intetnpiKrtflely 
Wge,  Spaiaas  caRod  ogioaix)  useaieasuies  of  conoiliatrein, 
and  'oa  a  'sblid  and  tantii^  haais^  to  ve^ei^tafblitfh  ^hose  'bro^ 

aad.a  muteal  lioad,  f  wluoe  between  kindred  «state6»  w%0 
%ia  iak  and  ^oqoat  iatordhatige'ef  good  offices  and  sincere 
fellowship,  seek  to  promote  the  happiness,  prosperity 
1^  iiscariiy  of «ech  ^dtftior.  The^sHmation  ^H;be  Spanish 
HioiiaFd^r,  raad'flie  i^K^pmenot  ctf  the  past,  fequire,  that 
At  Uttrioas  franrlB«tf iSie  empife,  should  have  their  respeb* 
tmantoKgt^,  sa^ufflydc^Soed  and  epprectatod,  that  jtia^ 
tks  Jnay  .%e  iiendemd  to  dSk  la  asceitaming  1!be  varioas 
i%hto^  eaoh,  tbenrapveaie  adtfaorify  ought  to  'be^eaaM^ 
te^ponion'o^ttAfeirespective^haTe  of  burdens,  whidi 
puUic^itfgieaee  4nayTequire»  and  that -quatitum  ttf  free 
aniei^Mwa,  swbereby  the  imereidts  ttf  one  portion  ttf  tfci 
^emmmoity,  way  ntdt  "he  ^sacrificed  to  those  of  ihe  other. 
4i|MBtni^  J^ffiferica,  atanding  on  am^equal  footing  with  the 
«K)tfaara(Miil^y,  is  entilled*totbe'finrTeward  of  induatr^ 
«mt  perS0HttlHBaciiifice,'and^*sudba'goyenring  systeni,  aa 
anagr  promote  %er%appines8.  This  requital,  sftie  has  a 
aqfht  tO'deniaad,  and '^he  ought  to  dbtain  it,  in  dcjfiance 
atf  ip]iF?tfte  iflffiiuenee  or  aiPbitrary  power.  The  very  es* 
Wace-«f  «^my«pdHtictfl:  compact,  is,  the  Tcciprocrty-  tC 
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ited  body.    Tbe  advantages  Sfiain  receivei  VttAsk  Mr 
ion  With  Spanish  America^  are  gfeaC  and  matrifoltd ;  tiik 
ter,  i»  cohquently,  entitled  to  a  fnH  TequftaL    Ai  tn 
begM'part  of  ^he  empire,  a^d  e^tuA  in  every  flense,  ^dfe 
[i^ibitantB  of  the  ultianiarine  'province8t>f  Spaiii,l«te  a 
rht  to  «ue  for ^H  those  prhnleges  and  en}Ofmeti%  *whidi 
ose  Of 'the  Penmsula  can  boast,  and  consideringitett  1^ 
te^dmtnistration  dfgoyenta^tit,  is  the  strongeirticetneift 
aU'communitiesy  It  belongs  to  them  to  insii^  on  tecehp- 
g  snch  a  one,  as  miry  raide^hem  ttom  their  late  ab^edt 
mditioti,  promdte  persond^edom,  Md  intigcttite  iA 
le  operatic^  df  agricultiire  and  commerce.    Scatteieft 
1  an  eittenske  surface  ^f  ooniftry,  ^i€h  an  intter^niug 
:ei^'the  inhabitai^^f'Spanbh  A'meriea,  are  poftseaseft 
f  the  tight  of  %aving  within  themBelveis,  the  mfeails^^ 
^idress  "and  appeal,  and  particularly/a  eheck  on  itttriftntry 
ower;  sinee  from  the  bad  adminktration  of  goreramettt, 
lOre  detriment  results  of  the  people  governed,  than  if  tiie 
lati  was  in  ilsdif  defective.    IF  iberefore,  the  present 
ruiel  ^tid  tash  hostility  of  Spain,  is  ^dtended  totprevedt 
tiis  reasoniible  a^nd  just  restoration  cl*  rights^  it  is  an  inl* 
[uilous league  against  liberty  and  justice,  and  the  h^ 
dinded^enerobil^  of  tbe  British  character,  can  never  ap« 
)laua  it,  or  ooritinue  to  behold  it  with  cold  indifference. 
It  may,  peA^ps^  by  some,  be  thought  too  late  to  en- 
{uire  into  tbe  justice  of  the groundsand  principles,  on 
^idh  iike  %ar  waging  againi^t  ^Spanish  America,  com-« 
nenced;  ^r  to  take  this  general  review  of  the  subjecjt. 
it  certainly  is,  If  Spain  will  iio  longer  listen  to  reason, 
mdtf  England  rrfuses  to  embrace  the  opportunity  now 
before  her,  of  putting  an  eild  to  scenes,  which  the ^miiid 
^amk^^c^teroplate,  without  emotion.    The  war  carrying 
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^f^  by  Spain  against  her  offis^inf,  is  like  &e  aibitrtrjr 
,  ^  a^  imperious  ipterfereqce  of  a  father,  atteiQptmg  to 
jneddle  and  dictate  in  the  private  affairs  of  a  Bon,  wbtf 
has  long  ago,  laid  aside  the  trammels  of  minority  and  de« 
pendence,  iMid,  who  has  already  grown  to  man's  estate.--<- 
The  people  i>f  Spanish  America,  may  at  least,  rest  their 
j.^;»tificfttion  in  the  assurance,  that  through  their  deputies 
ill  tlie  Cortes,  as  well  as  by  the  repeated  ofiers  of  their  ii^ 
surrectional  chiefs,  tbey  have  made  every  effort  for  som^ 
^tiooal  and  equitable  compromise,  and  that  if  these  boiip 
rofs  still  continue,  it  is  not  they  who  are  to  blam€  I|i 
tbe  ^complication  of  distress,  to  which  Spmish  AmeViea 
b^  be^  re4uced,  mutual  sacrifices  ocitist  be  made  on  a)! 
sides;  a  d^osition  to  lay  asiide  jealousy  and  ill-will, 
siust  be  manifested,  and  a  liberal  basis  of  perfect  reciprch 
city,,miist  be  established.  This  is  the  moment  for  tiifi 
ei^AbUshment\e£Just  and  equal  principles,  ajid  whilst 
England  contemplates  with  satisfaction*  the  benefits 
wbich  the  close  of  a  tremendous  revolution  in  Europe, 
insures  to  the  worlds  she  cannot,  without  an  impeachment 
qflier  justice  and  humanity,  consent  to  the  prosecntiop 
.  of  ^a,  unjust  war,  accompanied  by  horrors,  equal  to  tho^e 
ol  the  tonuthawk  and  scalping  knife,  which  stained  tbfi 
contest  with  North  America.  If  aljso,  peace  is  not  re* 
stored  between  Spain  and  Spanish  America,  in  anfaonoor- 
ableapd  consistent  manner,  it  is  moch  to  be  feared,  that 
the  rich  harvest  of  success,  aqd  the  means  of  naticmai  ii« 
licit;y,  which  the  former  has  obtained  through  theperse* 
veranceand  exertions  qf  England,  will  be  blasted  mi 
rendered  abortive.  And  what  is  the  state  of  warfiue, 
which  does  not  admit  of  explanation  and  a^justmeot*  4f 
the  partly  are  only  cordial  ? 

After  the  hostilities  whiofa  iMve  now  been  carrying  <yi 
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fi^^ii;  aftei^  ^ttie  fwtmerous  eicnidplles  jrf<jrQcfHy  and 
%igfe,  T^hich,  ^4ttrittg  tfea^  titne,  hsive  ost^cwrred;  after 

the  bklemess  of  party  «pitit,  bad  poured  itedf  aiit 
d  Severe  inYeetite,  tand  sudi  a  generri  «!xtt»pewitimi  Jwls 
3ti  fesccited,  ttcliimot  be^rpeoted,  that  Spain  by  bei^ 
f,  Ml  ever  be  able  totranquitliz^  bei^  feywcd  and  M?tJ* 
ed  Ameiicatt  pro^nces ;  and  much  le»s>  can  it  be 
rirgbt,  tbat  in  her  present  ^xhauited  srtate,  rfie  can  »■ 
:e  theto  by  fbtde  of  Brms,  It  i»  not  to  be  soppdaed^ 
jra  war,  in  irhteb*  btnnan  paiai^na  tnid  prg«dide», 
re  Ibeen  kit  loose  and  roused  to  4he  fatgb^^  jifitch  <tf 
en^y *  that  ttee  dfetrast^  Inveteracy,  and  hostile  feelii^ 
nditiduals,  will  easily  subside;  or  liiat  men,  who  have 
ong  been  goaded  with  the  sp*  of  ingratitode  and  ibh 
:iee,  wiH  soon  Je^Oe  their  resetitneai;  aukl  forget  ^ 
mt  wrongs  and  insults^  to  which  tb^  irnvfe  been  eafi^ 
ed.    Alive  to  the  oi^>i>ession  c^audh  a  system  of  po« 

and  of  gwiBmroenti  as  that  ^f  which  an  outline  has 
n  aheady-presei^ed;'  one,  thi^  with  rcj^id  to  the  In- 
is,  baa  m«de  Ih^  iMerval  tbut  hii  intervened  sinoo 
rtx^^fiwat,  Itttte  else  than  a  blank  and  dismal  void,—, 
ries  of  cruelty;  <kirf^ry  aad  hardships ;  and  with  re* 
I  to  Ihe  Creoles,  was  illiberal,  cramping  andtyranm* 

how  ca»  it  be  i«Kaghited,  that  sue*  a  pisople,  who 
5  been  dmettitei-^e'eiitreffie  of  ^asserting  their  rights, 
anrnng  iritfieir  Ow^  deffehce,  vrtlf  again  sit  down  utn 
lewaggi^SEVatitms,  andisufflferthfeir  ehains  to  be  riveUed 
ih  ?    Mow  can  it  be  exp^^cted,  that  those  who  have 

their  loyalty  insulted ;  ^o  have  felt  the  horrors  of 
njuatw^ir^^aged  agahMt'thcm;  who  have  beheld 
'  moat  lolenm  capitulations  not  oiily  itifriaged,  btit 
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liieir  viokrt^tt  Mncticmed  by  the  organ  of  goretntewti 
and  who  bdiold  the  yet  reeking  rujiis  of  ihrn  burnt  tomit 
and  ravaged  plains,  can  place  confidence  in  their  oppres*- 
tors^  trust  to  their  offers,  or  receive  terms,  unless  through 
the  mediation  of  a  third  power  I  Dunag  the  crisis  of  so 
•gMtta  political  spasm^  as  that  which  now  convulses  the 
Spatiish  American  people,  how  can  it  be  expected,  that 
social  order  can  be  restored,  by  those  hands  which  are  so 
<leeply  tii^d  in  blood;  or  how  can  this  peoplie  be  made 
contented  and  happy,  unless  it  is,  by  firm  aufi  efficie^jk 
laws,  being  jBecured  and  guaranteed  to  tb^m?  And  in 
the  actual  posture  of  affairs,  can  this  be  effected  by  Spain 
alone  i 

Although,  in  the  course  of  this  expos6,  general  allusion 

•has  been  made,  to  the  cruel  and  inhuman  war  now  proser 

rented  by  the  agents  of  Spain,  against  the  inhabitants  of 

•49panish  America,  little  idea  can  be>  neverUieless,  «iter- 

•tained,  by  the  British  public,  to  whom  this  appeal  ismadei 

of  its  extent,  and  6i  the  complicated  calamities,  with 

*which  that  unfoHunate  country  overflows.     Under  thp 

plea  b(  xGiAucii^  insurgents^  evpty  species  of  excess  is 

•comnvitted)  iBti&d  particularly  in  New  Spam,  it  nearly 

amounts  t/^Hr  war  of  extermination,  <me,  that  in  the  a^uials 

of  history,f*  is  unequalled  jn  cruelty  and  wanton  havoc  -r- 

.Yet  tfaCf^Spaniards  begin  to  find,  that  opinions^  deep* 

TOdted  aa  they  are  in  the  minds  of  the  people,  cannot  be 

-  extracted  by  the  sword,  or  ov^mwed  by  scaffolds  and 

persecutions.    This  is  a  war  of  brigandage^  worse  than 

r  occurred  in  St  Domingo,  and  with  the  exception  of 

,  blood  hounds,  bears  every  feature  of  the  cru^ties  the 

French  exercised  there,  against  the  coloured  natives,  of 

wfaicb>  they  afterwards  felt  the  dreadful  retaliation     Fiiss 
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kiidYh%  s^Ord.are  altertetely,  tipplt^;,  pjypettfl*afe«Ml!'jS 
iJcred  by  their  children,  and  brojtbe'rs  by  thebaiJ^a  of  bf^or 
i^m  It'wci^,  herhi  p6wWe  to  paifH;siceties,at.wiiich.hii- 
man  nature  wauld  recoil.  Abift!  of  what  crimed  is.  npttnftn 
oapfabte^  when  the  totqh  of  etvil  discord  is  once  lighted,  up,' 
^md  dH  the  eod^anng  aditsocW  ties  which  sweeten  lifeji 
are  made  to  y4eW  io  phrfenay  and  political  fury !  A  ?«?-? 
tp^ctabl^lieMervdat^  Mexico^  February  18,  1811, :ob- 
Berves,.  "  the  unheard  tfferueUies  aresuchy  th(it  posUriij^ 

•  Crreat,  bowevet  as.  are  the  iwrrorsv^^uErf  imnwnsetiiie 
«urt*ounding  ruin  that  ha»  been  occasioned,  their  details 
teldoui  orteyer  meet  the  eye  of  the. British  public,  fro«» 
our  prints  containing  only  paiftiSil  ejttra:c4s  froJ*i  Ibo^e  of 
Ca4ta>  in  Mshieh,  for  the  mOit  part;  the.  oeourf^ncts  of 
Spmifh  Am^ticft,  are  mAtilitf^d.  or  lotarepf^eiitedi'^ 
ThftSe  bo^ors^  ate,  neterthde^  confe^^ed  inutile  Meaii^o 
gazettes,  in  private  correspondeiice  froro  t^t  city^  ami 
frequently,  the  most  horrid  biit^heri^  ^jpqi^iiutie  tt^ 
bj(0a8t«  of  Sp^nifch  chi^fiij,  iff  th^if^^despat^J^fiS^P  tlie^ie^ 
roy.  It  would  not  be  possible^  here,  to  detail  th^/nume* 
lous  and  extenitive  cruelties  committed  by  theS^ptnigrds, 
since  this  inhqmaa  war  connneni:ed>  or  to^enuQ^^ra^e^tbe 
scenes  of  derastatioB;.  3ut  I  .h%ye^  eoneejir^  itn^y  4uty, 
to  subjoin  a  vari^ty.off^cl?*  that  may  ^t  least  e^plliin  the; 
nature  of  this  warfare,  and  evince^  in  whajt  tamrxpt  it  i* 
carrying  on. '  Those  relating'  to.Mexiqo,  aare  takeii  froni 
government,  gfi^tt^,  printed  iattjat  city>  and  indeed  all 
are  si^stafittateid  l>y  correftf>oi|ding  doc.ument^^  pcinci* 
pally  obtained  through  Spanish  t^hannels. 

In  examining  die  grounds  oi^  which  so  maQy  cruelties 
have  been  committed  in  Mexico, .  the^proclaipation  of 
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Viceroy  Vienifis,  i^etrre%  the  Unt  place.  The  foHdw^^ 
ing  are  extracted  articles : 

Ist  **  All  rebels  who  have  resisted  the  kiag^s  troopSf 
are  criminals,  and  subject  to  a  military  jurisdiction. " 

fith.  *'  AH  insurgent  chiefs,  in  whaterer  number  th<y 
may  be,  are  to  be  shot^  without  allowing  them  more  time« 
than  to  prepare  for  death  in  a  chriftian  roanoer«  ** 

10th.  ^'  Ecclesiastios  taJc^  with  arms  in  their  hands,  to 
be  executed  in  the  same  maimer*  ** 

Article  2,  authorises  the  diviatonorxletaobniefiti^akiBg 
prisoners,  to  es^cnte  tbcise  ordei««  The  scenes  which 
this  and  simihr  ord^^  hm^  given  rise  t6,  in  soeh  a 
countiy  as  ti|e  one  to  whicdi  i  allude,  a«  such  as  would 
disgrace  the  annais  of  a  Tiberius. 

I>»  ignacio  Garcia  Revollo,  in  bis  despatch  to  th^irioe* 
roy,  dated  %ier^^ro,  November  33,  ISll,  itecoiimends 
Serjeant  Francisco  Montes,  "as  deserving  the  grade  <rf 
an  oflioer,  for  amongst  other  gallant  actkms,  ke  Mled  ^^ 
cf  his  own  n^h^i^s,  wh&  mdhing  himseif  knoum  to  him, 
reeehed  f^r  answer,  4^dt  he  knew  no  ne/Aew  amongst  tV 
surgentsf* 

Commandant  Bustamante,  in  his  despite^  tothe  vke* 
roy,  dated  Zitaquare,  Oetober  23,  1^11^  recommends 
Mariano  Ocboa,  a  dragoon,  *'  who  in  pursuing  the  insure 
gents,  h&d  a  brother  tc^  knelt  $0  him  to  beg  his  life,  tehieh 
he  took,  wSth  his  ott^  hmdJ* 

When  two«uch  acts  as  tbese,  become  the  boast  of  a 
despatch  to  a  vioeroy,  I  leave  my  reader  to  j«dge  of 
the  other  atrocities;  but  of  these,  history  has  bo  pa* 
ralleL 

Oenenil  Truadllo,  in  a  similar  despatch,  boasts,  that 
he  ^admitted  a  fii^  of  truce  from  Hidalgo,  composed  ^ 
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vsfrious  persons,  in  front  of  his  line  that  was  drawn  up, 
and  having  received  from  them  a  banner  of  the  Virgin 
Mary,  •*  he  ordered  his  soldiers  to  fire  on  the  hearers ^  &jf 
which  means f  he  expected  not  to  be  troubled  any  rhore  with 
themJ*  The  persons  composing  the  flag  of  truce,  were 
thus,  all  murdered.  Even  the  Cadiz  papers,  cried  out 
against  this  atrocity. 

(Jeneral  C?illeja,  informs  the  viceroy,  that  in  the  affair 
of  Aculco,  he  had  one  man  killed  and  two  wounded ;  but 
that  he  put  to  the  sword,  5000  seduced  Indians,  and  that 
their  total  loss  amounted  to  10,000.  The  most  of  these 
voere  Indians^  kneeling  for  mercy  !  The  same  general 
entered  Goanaxoato,  with  fire  and  sword,  where  14,000 
old  men,  women,  and  children,  perished,  and  this,  because 
the  insurgent  army  had  taken  up  its  quarters  there,  and, 
by  a  timely  retreat,  had  escaped  his  fury.  In  his  des- 
patch, he  adds,  "  To-morrow  and  the  following  days^  I 
intend  to  shoot  a  quantity  of  the  criminals  who  have  been 
taken  of  th^  insurgent  army,  of  all  grades,  even  up  to  a 
brigadier.'*  This  measure,  was  afterwards  approved  by 
the  viceroy  himself.  Calleja  soon  after,  received  from 
the  Cadiz  Regency,  the  grade  of  mdriscal  de  campo,  and 
the  viceroy  the  cross  of  Charles  III.  as  remunerations  for 
this  distinguished  service. 

In  the  action  of  Zamora,  all  the  prisoners  were,  also, 
put  to  the  sword. 

Feliu,  deputy  in  the  Cortes  for  Lima^  speaking  there- 
in on  the  proposed  mediation  of  England,  observes, "  that 
in  order  to  prove  the  tyranny  with  which  the  inhabitants 
of  Mexico,  are  treated,  it  would  suffice  to  present  some 
of  the  measures,  daily  taken  by  the  governors  in  that 
Country.'*    He  adds,  « I  will  here  only  mention  the  2d 
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and  11th  articles  of  the  proclaraatioDi^  issued  by  Brigadier  . 
B"  Joze  de  la  Cruz,  on  the  2Sd  February,  isil.  Article  9, 
imposes  the  punishment  of  death,  on  all  persons  of  every 
class  and  condition,  who  within  twenty-four  hours,  do 
npt  deliver  up  all  the  ar.ns  of  which  they  may  be  pos- 
,  sesseJ,  including  axes  and  knives.  To  forbid  any  one  - 
to  carry  on  their  persons,  even  a  small  knife,  has  been 
before  seen;  but  to  deprive  people  of  knives  for  their 
domestic  use,  under  the  penalty  of  death,  is  what  evea 
Murat  did  not  do  in  Madrid,  or  has  beep  before  heard, 
qf.  Article  U,  orders,  that  a  tenth  of  all  the  inhabitants 
shall  be  shot,  of  whatever  town  or  city;  th?it  may  be 
known  to  have  given  provisions  to  an  insurgent,  orwhere 
any  intercourse  has  been  had  with  them,  even  between  a 
father  and  bis  son :"  and,  "  if  thus,"  subjoins  the  deputy, 
•*  a  faithful  father,  attempts  to  bring  bs^ck  a  wandering 
son,  is  he,  on  this  account,  to  die  ?  Well  and  good ;  but 
is  it  not  the  extreme  of  barbarity,  that  for  this  same  rea- 
son, the  tenth  of  a  whole  town  is  to  be  shot?"  These 
were  the  arguments,  the  American  deputies  brought  for- 
ward to  urge  a  mediation,  whilst  England,  with  all  her 
weight  of  influence  and  seiTices,  was  merely  asking  a 
favour. 

Had  these  been  threats  only  consigned  to  paper,  haci 
they  been  the  hasty  breathings  of  revenge,  but  barren  in 
deeds,  they  might,  perhaps,  have  been  overlooked 
by  the  politician,  who  considers  the  highly  iiicreased 
degree  of  acrimony,  which  had  been  infused  into  the 
dispute,  and  the  general  character  of  the  nation  from 
whom  they  issued.  But  when  we  see  th^  terrible  terms 
and  latitude  of  such  decrees,  carried  into  full  and  frequent 
effect  5  when  we  see  threats,   horrid  in  their  wprdin^^ 
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Btill  aggravated  by  the  inhuman  manner  in  which  they 
are  executed,  and  when  we,  at  the  same  time,  reflect 
what  this  unfortunate  people  is  contending  for,  the  poli- 
tician, as  well  as  the  moralist,  and  the  philosopher,  can- 
not but  shudder  and  exclaim,  with  the  venerable  Las 
Casas,  speaking  of  the  first  conquerors,  '*  that  these  are 
not  meuybut  devils  in  human  Jlesh"  This  threat  of  Ge- 
neral Cruz,  was  executed  in  two  towns  on  the  Lake  of 
Cbapala,  where  he  shot  every  tenth  inhabitant,  and  theu 
burnt  their  •dwellings,  for  having  harboured  the  insur- 
gents, when,  possibly,  they  could  not  resist. 

This  same  General  Cruz,  thirsting  as  it  were  for  blood 
and  destruction,  had  already  burnt  the  town  of  the  Ira- 
paato,  in  which  the  insurgents  had  resisted  his  attacks, 
and  made  a  public  parade  of  shooting  six  priests;  in 
shorty  wherever  he  went,  indiscriminate  murder,  fire, 
and  desolation,  followed  hia  footsteps.  The  prisoners 
who  are  not  put  to  the  sword,  in  cold  blood,  were  sent 
to  perish  in  the  dungeons  of  Me^^ico^  or  in  those  of  St. 
Juan  de  Ulua. 

Captain  Blanco,  in  July,  1811,  announces,  •<  that  as 
soon  as  he  entered  Matehuala,  and  the  insurgents  saw 
they  were  attacked  on  all  sides,  and  the  havoc  made 
amongst  them,  they  fled  into  the  fields,  but  his  troops 
eager  for  blood  (encarnizada)  pursued,  till  they  found  no 
more  to  pursue. 

D»  Caetano  Quintero,  29th  August,  1811,  says, 
•*  that  in  the  attack  of  Amoladeras,  which  lasted  two 
hours,  no  quarter  was  given. " 

,  .  Commandant  Villaescusa,  91st  December,  1811,  ob- 
serves, ^f  that  the  rebels  of  S^  Ignacio,  headed  by  an  an* 
dent  officer,  hoisted  a  flag  of  truce,  and  their  chief  lieute- 
nant Hernandez,  having  expressed  a  desire  to  parley  with 
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MontaSOt  chief  of  the  Opata  Indianf,  a  Spanish  toldier 
named  Manuel  Ramirez^  feigned  he  was  the  persooy 
assuring  Hernandez,  that  if  he  would  advance  in  front  of 
the  lines,  without  arms,  he  would  do  the  same* "  Oa 
their  meeting,,  Hernandez  was  treacherously  murdered« 

General  Cruz,  in  his  letter  to  Hidalgo,  88th  February^ 
181 19  says,  ^'  that  many  thousands  of  men,  taken  by  th^ 
king's  troops,  were  then  groaning,  in  prisons,  waiting^ 
their  last  end."  Yet  few  were  taken  in  the  field  of  bat*. 
t]e,  or  otherwise  apprehended,  they  being,  'm  general, 
shot  or  hung  on  the  spot^ 

General  Calleja,  from  Zitaquaro^  which  he  bad  juat 
taken,  after  a  stout  resistance,  writes  the  viceroy,  that  km 
will  make  it  disappear  from  the  face  of  the  earth  i  aa4 
in  conformity  to  this  resolve,  he  issued  a  proclamation^ 
whose  articles,,  in  substance,  are  as  follows. 

1.  That  all  the  property,  public  <>r  privi^,  belong* 
ing  to  the  inhabitants  pf  this  town  and  jurisdiction,.  sliaU 
be  confiscated  to  the  crown,  and  the  Ipdians  depnved  cS 
their  privileges. 

£•  Likewise  the  property  of  all  those  Spanii^s,  who 
l^ave  joined  in  the  insuri^ction,  or  were  absept  wiieittbe 
king's  troops  entered. 

,  $.  This  faithless  and  criminal  town,  that  three  di$ttoct 
tiipes,  has  resisted  the  arms  of  the  kiqg,  being  to  be 
rooted  up,  burnt  and  destroyed,  the  inhalMtaata  of  every 
age  and  sex,  shall  leave  it  within  six  days. 

6.  All  the  individuals  and  families  who  may  leav0 
this  town,  shall  have  a  certificate,  bearing  their  mme^ 
descent,  number  of  eacb|  and  day  of  their  cteparture^ 
it  being  well  understood,  that  whoever  m^  be  fimnd 
without  this  certificiute,  or  remain  in  the  town,  loi^or 
than  the  time  prefixed^  having  no  weighty  impedimei^ 
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ta  allege  therefore,  shall  be  treated  as.  a  rebel^  and  shot. 

The  above  pasaa^s,  principally  extracted  from  <^« 
eial  despatches  and  Mexico  gazettes;  will  coiirey  a  good 
idea  of  the  nature  of  the  warfare,  now  carrying  on  iu 
New  Spain,  It  i«  not  only  because  such  scenes  occurs 
that  the  feelings  of  humanity  recoil,  but  b^^use  ttiej>^ 
»iiouId  afterwards  constitute  the  public  boast  of  a  com* 
mander  of  a  division  or  detachment.  A  lieutenant  com- 
manding twenty-five  men,  can  shoot  his  insurgentg^  an<t 
then  pride  himself  for  so  doing,  in  his  report  to  his  com« 
loanding  officer.  To  such  a  pitch  has  tlie  phrensy  at  last 
risen,  that  clergymen,  chaplains  of  regiments,  friars,  &c* 
are  now  shot  and  murdered,,  with  na  more  eeremony^ 
than  laymen,  notwitiistanding  this  is  not  only  against  the 
canons,  but  also,  in  direct  opposition  to  the  constitution 
of  the  Spanish  monarchy.  During  the  revolutionary 
struggle  of  North  America,  politeness  and  respect^  uni- 
formly accompanied  the  acts  of  the  contending  chiefBil 
Lord  Cornwallis,  always  addressed  General  Washington 
by  the  title  of  Excellency;  and  humane  and  personal  at- 
tentions, were  never  forgotten.  But  here,  men  who  have 
recurred  to  the  only  means  left  them  of  asserting  right^i 
wMch  in  the  abstract  must  be  deemed  just,  are  murdered 
like  banditti,  and  treated  as  vagrants.  It  is  melancholy 
in  the  extreme,  to  behold  the  deadly  animosity  that  has 
thence  arisen,  and  to  contemplate  such  scenes  as  result, 
from  indiscriminately  putting  men  to  dieath,  whom  the 
ebance  of  war  has  left  in  the  hands  of  the  victor^  and 
eomtequentfy,  at  hismercy. 

It  would  not  be  possible,  with  any  degree  of  accu* 
la<^,  to  point  oat  the  extent  to  which  this  havoc  of  Iftr- 
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nan  lives,  has  been  carried,  or  to  convey  an  exact  idea  of 
the  general  destruction  that  has  been  occasioned.  The 
author  of  the  Revolucion  de  Mexico,  has  taken  some 
pains  to  add  up  the  results  of  an  irregular  file  of  fifty* 
nine  daily  gazettes  of  that  city,  for  the  years  1811  and 
19,  principally  containing  various  despatches  of  com- 
manders, acting  in  different  quarters  of  the  viceroyalty. 
These  few  gazettes  alone,  officially,  confess  95,344  in-» 
•urgents  killed,  3556  prisoners,  besides  397>  shot  after 
eurrendry.  Aiid  this  is  in  addition  to  a  variety  of  vague 
terms,  such  as  the  field  of  battle  voas  covered  with  the 
slain — heaps  of  dead  covered  the  plain,  S^c. — to  which  no 
nutnerical  amount  could  be  given.  I  would  here  ask  my 
reader,  to  figure  to  himself,,  what  would  be  the  results  of 
a  regular  file,  complete,  from  the  time  the  war  com-i 
meuced,  up  to  the  present  day,  that  is  nearly  five  years ; 
since,  in  the  fifty-nine  numbers  above  alluded  to,  the  most 
bloody  actions  are  not  contained,  and  many  detached 
affairs,  were  never  made  the  subject  of  a  report*  With 
regard  to  destruction,  scarcely  a  farm  is  left  standing, 
the  cattle,  beasts  of  burden,  and  implements  of  agricul^ 
ture,.haye  all  disappeared ;  and  the  ravages  of  two  cotk^ 
tending  armies,  have  desolated,  the  hitherto  safe  and 
peaceful  dwellings  of  the  Mexican  people^  Agriculture, 
mining,  and  commerce,  are  aH  at  a  stand. 

The  following  is  an  extract  of  a  letter  written  from 
Mexico,  under  a  recent  date,  by  a  pek*son  of  whose  re-» 
spectability  I  can  vouch^  and  it  is,  also,  found  in  EI^Es- 
panol  for  last  February,  No.  45.  It  gives  a  very  good 
idea  of  the  state  of  New  Spain,  and  it  deserves  the  more 
credit,  from  its  author  being  a  person  of  high  station  and 
repute. — '*  All  the  commanders  of  detachments  arrived 
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fr<^m  Spain^  as  .well  as  the  aids  de  camp  of  Vcnegas,  hare 
become  rich.  Some  of  those  who  arrived  a  year  and  a^, 
half  ago,  are  masters  of  80  to  100,000  dollars.  T.  and  C. 
have  had  to  give  considerable  securities,  before  they 
could  leave  the  kingdom.  The  first,  in  consequence  of 
an  enornious  complication  of  charges;  and  the  latter,  for 
having  robbed  a  large  quantity  of  money  in  Guardamino, 
besides  jewels,  cattle  and  produce,  belonging  to  a  farm 
through  which  he  passed  with  his  troops.  The  simple 
feet  of  a  merchant  being  found  to  be  his  security,  for  a 
sum  larger  than  80,000  dollars,  proves  that  he  has  them; 
aqd  if  this  is  the  case,  where  have  they  come  from  ?— 
But  why  talk  about  things  of  such  little  consequence, 
when  others  might  be  naentioned,  which  rend  the  heart. 
The  plague  is,  at  present,  desolating  this  kingdom, 
wherever  the  insurrection  has  left  men  to  be  killed.  *  A. 
has  received  a  letter  from  Mexico,  in  which  it  is  said, 
that  ?5,000  persons  have  been  buried  without  the  walls, 
besides  many  who  have  been  buried  in  private;  and  it 
adds,  that  on  calculations  by  no  means  exaggerated,  the 
loss  of  the  whole  kingdom,  during  the  last  three  years, 
amounts  to  one  million  of  persons.  Two  years  and  some 
months  ago,  N,  wrote  me,  that  the  insurrection  was  then 
supposed  to  have  cost  200,000  persons,  and  at  that  time, 
the  war  was  no  niore  than  a  shadow  of  what  it  has  been 
since." 

And  can  the  British  public,  hear  of  these  horrors,  and 


*  The  pla^^e  in  Mexico,  originated  from  the  privaiioiii  inciden- 
^  lo  the  war,  want  of  proYisions,  crowded  dangeoDS>  &c. ;  the  iame 
as  did  lately  at  Daat«ic,  Dresden,  Koanigsberg,  &c.  owin;  to  their 
lieges. 
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«fin  be  QBmoved  ?  Can  the  British  goverttftieiit  behdd, 
with  calm  iadifference,  ai^d  without  an  effective  effort 
orr  their  behalf,  this  unheard  of  mass  of  destruction, 
amongst  its  faithful  and  unoffending  allies}  Can  England 
still  look,  with  obstinate  composure,  on  such  a  scene  ?•— 
These  accounts  to  some,  may  appear  magnified,  y^t  tt^ey 
no  more  than  correspond  to  the  result  of  the  Mexico  pa^ 
pers  I  can  pa-oduce;  and  they  will  be  found  confirmed, 
through  channels  which  cannot  be  suspected.  When  a 
general  can  boast  in  a  public  leport,  that  with  the  loss  of 
ctne  man  and  two  wounded,  he  left  5000  natives  exten<|ed 
on  the  field  of  battle^  it  cannot  be  supposed  he  was  fight-^ 
ibg  against  armed  men,  but  that  he  had  fallen  on  bands 
of  unarmed  Indians,  who  had  collected  round  the  banners 
of  their  just  rights,  but  who  had  nothing  to  present  in, 
their  defence,  than  their  naked  breasts*  Can  this  he  li- 
Rened  to  any  thing  else,  than  to  the  entry  of  Cortes  into 
Mexico  ?  Does  not  this  equal  the  horrors  of  an  Alva,  in 
ihe  Netherlands? 

The  editor  of  El  Espanol,  in  his  fast  number  for  Ajml;, 
itemaiics,  **  that  the  war  between  Spain  and  her  ancient 
colonies,  still  continues,  under  the  most  shocking  symp^ 
toms.  The  Spanish  people  of  the  other  hemisphere,  are 
J^till  murdering  each  other,  with  the  greatest  fury ;  and  as 
it  happens,  in  similar  cases,  the  war  is  carried  on,  di* 
vested  of  those  laws  and  rules,  which  diminish  ita  evils, 
amongst  civilized  nations.  The  governors  and  chiefs, 
eent  out  by  Spain^  are  horribly  satiating  themselves  in  the 
blood  <rf  that  unhappy  people,  making  a  parade  of  erdet 
ties,  which  «ven  in  the  most  barbarous  nations,  would 
excite  horror.  In  one  of  the  last  despatches  from  Mexico, 
the  general,  after  giving  the  details  of  the  action,  s»ys. 
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mith  tlie  sMtt  terrife  iodifferenoe,"*-^  ttoo  kamtred  pfi-^ 
ymners  «re  itaw  in  the  act  of  being  sh(A^  by  wmf  of  e«* 
a«tp&;"'-««Tet  this  is  the  confession  of  a  Spaniard,  hem 
^oa  Ae  spot,  and  with  whose  liberality  and  veracity  mt 
mte  well4ux)uainted« 

i  Vorare  tl^ete  scenea,  alone,  coaled  to  the  vice- 
royalty  of  Mexico.    Other  sections  of  Spanish  America, 
lureamt  simile,  ooes,  which  if  possible,  •exceed  them  ia 
horror.    Thoseof  Caracas,  merit  a  particular  review*    i 
Jcaaaottietto'  describe  them,  than  by  giving  the  vubstatice 
4of  General  iBriivar'smamfiurt,  respecdiig  the  conduct  df 
fieneral  MonteperdemnAthe  agmts  of  ISpain,  dat^  V^ 
lencia,  September  26, 181S«-^The  tmited  proriaces  of  V^- 
nenieAa,  in  conformity  of  their  tnanifest,  dated  July  99^ 
iSllj  cootaifliing  a  full  detail  of  the  urgent  motives  which 
.drove  them  to  such  a  measure,  that  is,  after  war,  under 
every  species  of  aggravations,  had  been  waged  against 
-Item,  by  ilie  Cadiz  Regency,  dedared  their  indepaidencte 
of  the  mother  country.    They  organized  a  {HNnrtsionai 
^government,  and  a  desultory  war  was  carried  cm  against 
4hem«  On  liie  l^h  of  Mavcb,  18t3,  Oaracas,  and  seveiml 
H0tber  cities  of  the  interiour,  were  visiited  with  a  most 
dread&l  earthquake,  which  left  liie  former  in  ruins,  ami 
spretui  consternation  throuj^oist  the   provinces.    The 
<^'gy»  irritated  at  being  deprived  of  th^r  privileges  and 
immuAitie^  by  one  of  the  articles  of  the  new  con8titation» 
(that  js,  they  were  made  subservient  to  the  civil  law,)  in 
the  eonfessioaal  and  in  the  pulpit,  preached,  that  this  ca- 
lamity wm  a  signal  vengeance  from  <3od,  for  havii^  aepa* 
s«ted  from  die  mother-country.    Geneml  Monteverde,  at 
the  head  of  a  handful  of  Spaniards,  advanced  from  Coro, 
and  encouraged  by  the  distress  and  consternation,  so  ge- 
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iier&Iiy  sprieftd  around^  and  in  secret  u tri Witaadhig  VtStfc 
many  Europeans  in  th6  capital,  nmrched  forward^  Moet 
of  the  inbabitanU,  were  then  di$p^*8ed  in  ib^<io^sw^, 
many  had  fled  to  the  woods  fof  shelter/  and  all  woe:  tw- 
rified  at  the  horrors  and  murders^  committed  hj?  tbr 
agents  of  tbe  Spamsh  cbie^  in  the.ptogreerof  theit 
march*    •         /  •  : 

Subh  war  tl^e  sittn^ion  of  Venesoelai  .wfi«n;0iitfa^ 
windward  cdast^  the  negroes,  both  slaves  and  frer,  werfe 
revolutionissed  and  set  loose  <m  the  thbafaataitts,  to  spread 
through  thecountry,  all  kinds  ofivibtence  aikl  pdunden 
The  towns  of  Guatiri,  Calabozo,  anwi  San  Jiijin  de  k* 
Bloros,  thereby  witnessed  the  gteatefst  horrors.  Many  of 
their  peaceful  inhabitants,  were  murdered  withQcctmKHre 
ceremony,  than  being  ordered  to  kneel  down,  aiut  QiheH 
were  whipped  ip  the  public  squares.  Tims,  Caracas  in 
ruins  by  a  mostdreadfule^rthquake ;  to  the  East^  alarmed 
by  the  black  banditti  let  lopse  on  its  defertsetess  inhabit 

'ants;  and  on  the  West,  threatened  by>an  army,  wliose 
numbers  had  been  swelled  by  &naficxsm  ar^d:  seduction, 
and  seeing  the  only  troops  of  the.  confedi^ratidn .  com- 
manded by  a  chief  who  never  possessed  the  public  tjonfr 

-  denpe,  was  under  the  neceissity  of  capitulating,  with 
Oe'neial  Montererde,  in  San  Mateo,  on  Sath  July,  181S^ 
The!baiat8of  this  ratified  contention,  was,  that  the 

/lives,  property,  and  persons  of  isjvery  citizen,  should  be 
hdd  sacred ;  that  no  one,  should  be  persecuted  for  the 

-past;   general  obliviqn  and    anme^ty  were,    in  short, 

•  granted.  No  sooner  was  Monteverde  in  possession  oi 
the  town,  and  the  revolutionary  tr6ops  disarmed,  than 

<  he  put  sohie  inhabitants  in  dungecfhSi  othiecs  in  irons, 

•and  public  stocks;  parties  of  dissolute  soldiery,  were 
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«Dt  out  to'  different  parts  of  the  interiowr  to  collect 
more ;  most  respectable  persons  were  torn  from  the  arms 
-of  their  wives  and  children  ;  mauy,  bound  to  horses'  tails, 
-werie  led  on  foot  into  town,  exposed  to  the  scoffs  an4 
jpaockery.of  the  troops;  and  persons  were  placed  over  the 
victims  as  keepers,  who  had  been  tried  during  the  admv- 
nistration  of  the  late  provincial  government.  Property 
.was  seized ;  outrage  and  insults,  were  heaped  on  many 
individuals  of  both  sexes,  many  were  cast  into  hot  and 
damp  dungeons,  resembling  the  black-hole  at  Calcutta; 
the^treets  were  crowded  with  unhappy  wives,  cryii^ 
put  for  their  husbands,  mothers  for  their  sons,  and  sistei» 
for  their  brothers,  Monteverde  and  his  fellow  islande«^ 
the  Canarians,  feasted  on  such  a  spectacle,  and  rejoiced 
in  the  humiliation  of  the  Creoles.  Enfuriated  by  bloody- 
fanaticism,  and  thirsting  for  plunder,  the  Spanish  troopi^ 
every  where  forgot  the  dictates  of  humanity,  and  to  thf 
desolation  caused  by  one  of  the  severest  visitations  of  nar 
ture,  every  thing  that  can  be  committed  by  a  dissolute 
and  uncontrolled  soldiery,  was  added.  In  this  manner, 
more  than  1500  individuals,  were,  thrown  into  dungeons, 
^ough  they  had  rested  their  persona]  security^  on  the 
faith  of  a  solemn  capitulation,  regularly  exchanged  and  ra- 
tified, and  which  they  considered  as  binding,  even 
amongst  the  most  uncivilized  nations*  *     ■ 


*  It  can  scarcely  be  thought,  that  the  achievement  of  the  ahove 
horrort,  was  made  the  subject  of  a  British  buUetiD,  the  following  U.a 
copy.— 

"  I)owning'9ireet,  Oct*  5,  1812. 

^  By  accounts  from  Curacoa  and  St.  Thomas,  dated  the  5th  and 
S8th  August,  it  appears  the  City  of  Caracas  capitulated  to  the  Royalist 
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tlie  waSte  of  t!ie  dtingedns,  into  -which  thc«c  iinfbt*i 
tmiate  riicthns  were  indiscriminately  huddled,  were  iti 
many  places,  rent  i;^ith  the  latfe  earth^jtia^Cj  and  rtiose  of 
I-.a  (juim  and  Paertd  Cavelte^  were  a  foot  deep  in  watei*. 
irom  behig  mtuated  near  tlie  sea*  Some  persons  were 
shut  tip  in  pontoons  and  castles,  genially  without  food 
and  medical  aid,  and  this  in  the  hot  «eason  of  the  yeaf . 
Some  were  manacled  to  negroes,  to  laugh  to  ^tcorti  tfife 
cqnality  the  late  government  had  prodarmed ;  otbersi 
imder  a  burning  son,  were  put  with  their  heads  in  the 
stocks,  in  the  public  squares ;  and  in  short,  every  refine* 
ment  in  cruelty,  was  practised,  as  vengeance  on  86me» 
^nd  lo  extort  money  from  others.  In  the  night,  some 
ivere  taken  ont  of  their  cells,  and  were  no  more  faeatd  tf; 
others  were  found  stabbed  in  the  streets,  on  the  high 
Toad^,  and  in  their  own  houses.  Nay,  European  Spa- 
niards, were  heard  to  cry  out,  that  all  the  partisans  of  thA 
revolution,  were  to  be  exterminated,  and  the  ignorant 
and  fanatic  populace,  were  led  to  believe,  that  the  earth'* 
tjuakes  would  not  cease,  till  they  were  all  extinct* 

Tbe  above  statement  is  extracted  from  a  public  docu- 
ment, addressed  to  all  tbc  nations  of  the  worM,  and  its 
contents,  are  more  than  confirmed,  by  eye-witnesses  who 
bave  lately  visited  London.  If  my  limits  permitted  me,  1 
could  here  add,  the  reports  of  a  Frendh  gentleman  and  cff 
two  Englishmen  who  were  on  the  spot;  and,  certainly. 


Army,  under  Generd  Moateverde,  on  ihe  S8th  Jfulyi  anflllialU 
Guira  furreodered  at  dtscretioi^  •n  the  9l8t. 

**  General  Miranda  is  closely  imprisoofd  at  ibe  falter  place*  Th^ 
greatest  distress  has  been  experienced  at  thjs  Caracas.'* 

Can  this  b«  called  strict  neutrality  ? 
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iSktit  details  exceed  those  just  stated,  in  tlieir  strength  of 
colouriiigj  and  in  the  mention  of  scenes,  which  the  mind 
cannot  contemplate  without  the  keenest  emotion.  Many 
ap{>eals,  have  been  made  to  the  British  commanders  on 
the  neighbouring  stations,  to  endeavour  by  indirect  means, 
to  stop  these  and  the  successive  horrors  which  have  fol- 
loWed,  but  to  no  effect.  They  have  always  answered, 
that  their  instructions,  **  prohibit,  in  so  pointed  a  manner, 
alt  intpference  between  the  contending  parties  on  the  main, 
that  they  conceive,  that  no  case  whatever,  can  warrant  a  de- 
parture  froth  them**  Yet  can  it  be  considered  just,  that 
these  horrors  and  atrocities  should  be  carried  on,  with  the 
very  resources,  England  has  given  in  trust  to  Spain,  to 
use  against  a  legal  enemy,  and  to  free  her  territory  from 
invasion  ?  Several  pieces  which  have  been  printed,  as- 
sert, that  whilst  the  strictest  care  was  taken  to  hinder 
any  of  the  revolutionary  parties,  from  getting  even  a  mus- 
ket, the  governor  of  Cura9oa  supplied  General  Monteverde 
with  arms.  Tet,  when  Caracas  fell,  in  the  manner  just 
described,  that  same  island  was  not  allowed  to  be  an  asy'-^ 
luth  to  ^ome  most  respectable  individuals,  who  were  fly- 
ihg  from  scenes  of  carnage  and  desolation.  Amongst  the 
•ufferers  of  Caracas,  were  eight  individuals  of  great  re- 
spectability and  talents,  who  were  put  on  board  a  ship, 
in  irons,  and  sent  to  Cadiz.  They  were  confined  in  the 
hold,  during  their  passage.  Amongst  them,  was  the  ve- 
nerable canon  of  Chili,  who  by  his  humane  attentions, 
had  made  himself  known  to  Lord  Camelsford  and  others, 
who  accompanied  Vancouver,  in  his  voyage  to  the  South 
teas.  In  vain,  did  these  unfortunate  victims,  plead  the 
amnesty  of  a  solemn  capitulation,  it  was  of  no  avail. — 
They  implored  the  humanity  of  the  British  minister  in  Ca- 
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diz,-  they  were  unheard.  At  length  on  the  10th  of  A  pril,  1 81Sv 
the  Cortes  decreed,  that  it  mas  dero^atofy  to  the  majesty  and 
dignity  of  the  national  congress,  to  validate  a  capitulation 
made  with  malignant  insurgents ;  Bind  these  sufferers  were 
thus  seut  to  drag  a  miserable  existence,  in  the  prisons  of 
Ceuta.  Their  friends,  indignant  at  such  a  breach  of  na- 
tional faith  and  humanity,  used  every  exertion  to  aid  in 
their  escape,  which  they  effected  to  Gibraltar,  where  they 
were.delivered  up  to  their  persec u tors j  bound  hand  and 
foot,  according  to  recent  accounts,  from  Madrid.  I  have 
mentioned  these  particulars,  relating  to  eight  respectable 
individuals,  comprehended  in  the  capitulation  made- be- 
tween Generals  Men  teverde  and  Miranda,  above  alluded 
to,  in  order  to  introduce  the  correspondence,  which  took 
place  between  the  governor  of  Curacoa,and  General  Boli- 
var, in  the  month  of  September,  1813,  on  the  subject  of 
some  demonstrations  made  by  the  first,  in  favour  of  ^suf- 
fering Spaniards* — From  the  great  length  of  these  letters^  I 
have  placed  them  in  my  Appendix,  under  the  head  of  I, 
and  I  now  ask  the  question,  whether  in  cases  of  thiskind, 
the  Creoles  are  not  eqiaally  deserving  of  the  interference 
of  our  oflScers,  as  the  Spaniards,  who  are  the  aggressors? 
,  §  But,  of  all  the  scenes  of  horror  ever  before  heard  of, 
perhaps  the  one  which  has  just  occurred  in  Caracas,  i» 
thfi  most  shocking.  The  manner,  in  which  the  CreolesT  of 
that  country,  were  treated  by  the  Spaniards,  on  their  en- 
try, has  been  just  stated,  in  language  by  no  means  corres- 
ponding to  the  reality.  These  excesses  were  so  great; 
and  from  them  such  fatal  consequences  were  anticipated, 
that  even  the  audiencia,  a  court  that  is  composed  of  Eu-j 
ropeans,  and  has  always  been  one  ofthe  stoutest  pillars  of 
Spanish  tyranny,  in  America,  sent  over  to  the  government 
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at  hom«,  iifetrdng  remonstrance  respecting  the  conduct  of 
Mdnteverde  and  the  itnpolitic  horrors  committing  in  C«k 
racais,  which  may  be  fodnd  in  Nb.  39,  of  El  EspanoL— 
Such  proceedings,  could  not  fail  to  excite  indignation,  and 
exasperate  the  itiind^  of  in  outraged  people.     The  neigh- 
bouring section  of  Santa  F6,  which  had  also  asserted  its 
independence,  sympathized  with  the  sufferers  of  Caracas, 
and  resolved  to  march  a  force  to  their  relief.    Bolivar,  at 
the  head  of  a  small  band,  penetrated  from  Carthagena  by 
land,  a  distance  of  600  leagues;  his  numbers  increased, 
at  soon  as  he  reached  the  confines  of  Venezuela,  and  he, 
eventually,  regained  the  country,  from  which  he  had 
lately  emigrated,  and  Which  had  been  the  tomb  of  so  many 
fellow  citiateriS.    Monteverfe  retreated  to,  and  shut  him- 
self up  in  Puerto  Cavello.  He  had  in  his  possession,  about 
three  Or  four  hundred  Creole  prisoners,  Bolivar  sought  to 
effect  an  ejcchange  for  those  Spaniards  he  held,  and  con- 
sequently sent  several  flags  of  truce,  With  proposals.  The 
Spanish  commanders  of  Puerto  Cavello,  refused  to  treat 
with  insurgents,  and  threw  the  bearers  of  the  proposals 
and  flags  of  truce,  into  dungeons.    At  last,  Bolivar  sent 
a  Spanish  officer  whom  he  had  taken,  but  he  was  again 
refused,  and  the  commander  of  La  Guira,  brought  on  the 
ratnparts  of  Puerto  Cavello,  four  Creole  officers,  whom  he 
had  shot  in  front  of  the  lines  of  the  revolutionary  army^, 
and  then  sent  their  names,  with  a  threat  to  continue  the 
same  scenes,  to  its  commander.  Exasperated  at  such  con- 
duct, Bolivar  ordefed  all  the  Spanish  prisoners,  instantly 
to  be  shot,  which  was  executed ;  whereby,  upwards  of 
1300  persons,  were  murdered  in  cold  blood. — ^The  par^ 
ticulars  of  this  enormous  scene,  as  well  as  of  the  horrori 
now  committing,  by  the  armed  negroes  in  the  province 
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of  Curacy,  will  be  found  ia  the  wpfds.  of  an  tyem\x^mi, 
in  my  AppendU^  under  Ike  bead  of  J,  I  feel  thegfoater 
confidence  in  inserting  this  document,  from  tbO'knowa 
abilities  and  experience  of  the  writer,  who  has  been  an 
eye  witness  of  what  he  describes.  So  interesting  was  this 
statenept  of  facts  consideredi  that  it  has  been  sent  to  Gat 
of  oujr  ministers  and  tjie  Admiralty,  by  one  of  the  com- 
manders of  a,  station  in  tbe  West  Indies,  from  whence  I 
have  just  received  it. 

However,  tbe  most  alarming,  as  well  asr  tbe  most  dis*- 

tresfiing  of  all  the  appendages  of  this  unnatural  and  bloody 

contest,  is,  the  measure  lately  resorted  to  by  tbe  agents  of 

Spain,  of  revolutionizing)  freeing^  and  su'ming  the  negroes 

in  Venezuela.    Out  of  a  kind  of  desperation,  some  of  the 

greatest  cut-throats,  were  commissioned  to  collect  a  black 

,b^nditti,  in  order  to  put  the  whites  to  the  sword,  and  to 

carry  plunder  and  violence  through  all  the  provinces.    la 

the  preceding  document,  marked  J,  to  which  allusion  hjas 

beeip  just  made,  a  minute  account  is  given,  of  the  manner 

in  which  these  slaves  have  been  freed  and  organized  into 

a  horde  of  savages^  pouring  d6solati<m  wherever  tb^  go. 

The  full  and  able  mann^,  in  which  the  fatal  consotjuoBCes 

thatf  will,  eventually^  result  to  our  West  India  islspds^ 

ifGm  rendering  these  provinces,  of  tbe  n^n,  the  tbea^ces 

of,  horror  and  liqentiouaoess^  similar  to  what  has  so  long 

deluged  the  Frenqh  part  of  St.  Don^ingo,  pr^ude  $t^ne- 

jqessity  of  any  fudrther  remarks  in  thisplace ;  but  tbe  present 

situati<9A  0^  Caraqas,  now  interests  every  British  pI^iM^r, 

n^erobant^  or  creditor  connected  with  the  West  Indies 

and  all  are  in^riously  called  upon  to  arrest  thisflanne  of 

iBsnrrsotton>  before  it  reaches  their  own  property.    With 

these  fact^  before  th^ni^  csm  the  ministersrof  England  still 
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c^nthtue  to  1o<^  on  with  indifference,  and  can  dieir 
agents  still  answer^  that  no  case  ilrhatetrer»  wilt  wiirrant 
tbeir  interference  ? 

In  order  the  better  to  explain  the  nature  of  the  trar 
carried  on  by  this  black  banditti,  I  here  present  a  ct)py  of 
one  of  the  commissions  given  to  Captain  Jo2e  RufiHd 
Jorralba,  by  Boves,  one  of  the  chiefs  charged  with  fleeing 
and  arming  the  slaves  of  the  provinces  of  Caracas.  It  is 
translated  from  the  Caracas  Gazette,  No.  13,  for  Novem-^ 
bcr  f9f  1613,  and  was  found  on  the  person  of  the  said 
Captain  Jorralba,  when  taken  a  prisoner.— 

Don  Jote  Botes,  Ccrmmaader-in-^lliitf  eff  ^ 
Windward  Anny,  &€•  kc.  ice. 

•*  By  these  presents,  I  commission  Captain  Joze 
Rttfino  Jorralba,  to  collect  all  persons  fit  for  the  public 
service,  and  placing  himself  at  theii"  head,  that  he  may 
pursue  and  follow  up  all  traitors,  and  punish  them  with 
death ;  it  being  well  understood,  that  no  more  time  is  to 
be  granted  to  them,  than  is  necessary  to  say  a  creed,  in 
order  to  recommend  their  souls  to  their  Creator :  and  di- 
fectiDg,  at  the  same  time,  that  all  property  taken  from 
Bueb  traitors,  shall  be  divided  between  the  soldiers  who 
defend  the  just  and  holy  cause;  and  the  nierit  thereby 
acquired  by  each  individual,  shall  be  recommended  to 
tiite  Commander  €reneral  of  the  province ;  and  I  further 
require  and  charge  all  commanders  of  His  Majesty's 
troops,  to  aid  him  in  whatever  may  be  necessary." 

(Signed)    Joze  Tomas  BovESt 
Head  Quarters,  Gayabal, 
Hov.l,  1813. 
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Could  it  ever  have  been  thought,  that  the  niueteenth 
century  would  have  witnessed  such  a  commission,  given 
by  an  individual  known  only  by  his  crimes,  to  a  captain 
placing  himself  at  the  head  of  a  band  of  armed  negroes  ? 
The  traitors^  bereiq  alluded  to,  ^re  the  Creoles,  the 
owners  of  their  country,  and  the  objects  of  Spanish  ven-r 
geance  from  the  time  of  its  discovery.  The  holy  cause, 
is  pretty  well  depicted  in  the  description  of  Monteverde's 
entry  into  Caracas,  and  as  may  be  collected  from  the  con- 
tents of  the  preceding  pages.  It  amounts  to  a  furious 
and  bloody  despotism,  trampling  on  every  right,  and 
sporting  with  human  life.  I  leave  my  reader  to  judge  of 
,the  consequences,  pf  a  captain  commanding  a  black  bapd, 
just  freed  from  slavery,  by  the  incentives  of  plunder  and 
licentiousness,  being  empowered  over  the  lives  of  indivi- 
duals, scattered  over  a  wide  and  defenceless  country,  thus 
leaving  them  at  his  mercy,  and  their  property  at  bis  wilL 
Some  of  these  results,  are  also  depicted  in  Document  I. 
But  this  is  not  all*  As  a  refinement  of  cruelty,  those  who 
escape  the  murdering  steel  of  this  black  bfipditti,  have 
their  ears  or  noses  cut  off,  pr  are  marked  with  the  letter  F 
(for  Ferdinand)  pn  their  faces,  in  the  same  nQanner,.as  they 
brand  cattle,  pr  as  th^  Dutch  brand  their  slaves  at  Suri-^ 
nam,  on  tixe  arm.  ^  What  9ion8ters,  have  npt  been  ge- 
nerated, from  this  unnatural  contention ! 

Aqd  does  not  this  remind  u$  of  the  horrors  of  the  to^ 
mahawk  and  scalping-knife,  which  once  covered  the 
western  frontiers  pf  the  United  States,  with  so  many 

*  Letter  from  a  respectable  commercial  house,  dated  St.  Pierre, 
Martinique,  Jan.  30th,  1814;  and  confirmed  through  many  othe^. 
channels. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


375 

horrors?      Does  it  not  also  call  to  oufr  recollection,  the 
Speech  made  by  the  venerable  Earl  Chatham,  when  Lord 
Suffolk,  thein  Secretary  of  State,  contended  in  the  House 
of  Peers,  for  the  employment  of  Indians  in  the  war. 
"Besides   its  'policy  and  necessity,"  his  Lordship  said, 
**  that  the  measure  was,  also,  allowable  on  principle,  for 
that  it  was  perfectly  justifiable,  to  use  all  the  means  that 
God  and  nature  had  put  into  our  hands. " 
'     The  indignation  of  Lord  Chatham  was  moved,  and  he 
suddehly  rose  and  gave  full  vent  to  his  feelings,  in  one  of 
the  most  extraordinary  bursts  of  eloquence,  the  pen  of 
history  ever  recorded. — **  I  am  astonished,"  exclaimed 
his  Lordship,  "  shocked  to  hear  such  principles  con- 
fessed; to  hear  them  avowed  in  this  house,  or  even  in 
this  country.     My  lords,  I  did  not  intend  to  have  en- 
croached again  on  your  attention,  but  I  cannot  repress 
my  indignation.     I  feel  myself  impelled  to  speak.     My 
lords,  we  are  called  upon,  as  members  of  this  house,  as 
men,  as  Christians,  to  protest  against  such  horrible  bar- 
barity.    That  God  and  nature  had  put  into  our  haiids  ! 
What  ideas  of  God's  nature,  that  noble  Lord  may  enter- 
taini  I  Icnow  not ;  but  I  know,  that  such  detestable  prin* 
ciples,   are  equally  abhorrent  to  religion  and  humanity. 
What,  to  attribute  the  sacred  sanction  of  God  and  nature, 
to  the  massacres  of  the  Indian  scalping-knife !  to  the  can- 
nibal savage,  torturing,  murdering,  devouring,  drinking 
the  blood  of  his  mangled  victims !     Such  notions,  shock 
every  precept  of  morality,  every  feeling  of  humanity, 
every  sentiment  of  honour.     These  abominable  princi- 
ples, and  this  more  abominable  avowal  of  them,  demand 
the  most  decisive  indignation.      I  call  upon  the  right  re- 
verend, and  this  most  learned  bench,  to  vindicate  the  re-» 
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Itgion  of  their  God,  to  support  the  justice  of  their  coun^ 
try.    I  call  upon  the  bishops,  to  interpose  the  unsullied 
sanctity  of  their  lawn,  upon  the  judges,  to  interpose  the 
purity  of  their  ermine,  to  save  us  from  this  pollutioir.    I 
call  upon  the  honour  of  your  Lordships,  to  reverence  the 
dignity  of  your  ancestors,  and  to  maintain  your  own.    X 
call  upon  the  spirit  and  humanity  of  my  country,  to  vin- 
dicate the  national  character.    I  invoke  the  genius  of  the 
constitution.    From  the  tapestry  that  adorns  these  walls, 
the  immortal  ancestor  of  this  noble  Lord,  frowns  with  in- 
dignation, at  the  disgrace  of  his  country.    In  vain,  did  hef 
defend  the  liberty,  and  establish  the  religion  of  Britain 
against  the  tyranny  of  Rome,  if  these  worse  than  Popish 
cruelties  and  inquisitorial  practices,  are  endured  amongst 
us.      To  send  forth  the  merciless  cannibal,  thirsting  for 
blood ! — And  against  whom  ?  Your  Protestant  brethren ; 
to  lay  waste  their  country ;  to  desolate  their  dwellings, 
and  extirpate  their  race  and  name,  by  the  aid  and  instru- 
mentality of  these  horrible  hell-hounds  of  war !     Spain, 
armed    herself  with    blood -hounds,    to    extirpate   the 
wretched  natives  of  Mexico,  but  we,  more  ruthless,  loose 
these  dogs  of  war  against  our  countrymen  in  America* 
endeared  to  us  by  every  tie  that  should  sanctify  hu- 
manity.   My  Lords,  I  solemnly  call  upon  your  Lord- 
ships, and  upon  every  order  of  men  in  the  Stat«,  to 
stamp  upon  this  infamous  procedure,  the  indelible  stig-* 
ma  of  public  abhorrence^    More  particularly,  I  call  upou 
the  holy  prelates  of  our  religion,  to  do  away  thift  init 
quity;    let  them  perform  a  lustration  to  purify  thei^r, 
country,  from  this  deep  and  deadly  sin.    My  Lords^  I 
am  old  ahd  weak,  and  at  present  unable  to  say  more ; 
but  my  fetlin^s  and  indij^nationt  were  too  strop|;i  to  lic^ve 
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^j^id  less.  I  CQuId  pot  have  slept  tljiis  night  in  my  bed, 
poj?  reposed  my  head  upon  my  pillow,  without  giving 
this  vent  to  my  eternal  abhorrence  of  such  enormpus  au^ 
preposterous  principles." 

And  will  not  the  feelings  of  every  Briton^  whp  sees 
the  jrecital  of  these  horrprs,  correspond  with  the  abovj^ 
yrords  of  Lord  Chatham  ?     Nay,  will  not  the  true  Spa^ 
ward^  equally  re^j^olt^  on  beholding  such  ^eenes^  and  in 
listening  to  the  enumeration  of  horrors,  which  the  pen 
Refuses  to  trace?    Not  horrors,  ina^perablf  from  a  stat« 
of  warfare,  but  enormities^  whipl?  pothing  but 'v^ricked^ 
peas  could  invent,  or  barbarity  execute,   flnormities,  npt 
only  compiitted,   but  afterwards  boasted  of*    Spanish 
America^  even  by  the  confession  of  Spanish  writers,  durr 
ipg  its  conquest,  was  the  grand  repository  of  plunder,  and 
a  monument  of  ever  living  crimes.   Three  centuries  aft- 
t^rwards,  their  recital  makes  us  shudder,  and  we  scfircely 
believe  man  could  be  so  degraded.    Yet,  greater  enor- 
mities are  now  committing,  and  we  are  still  silept    I  say 
l^reater,  because  this  contest,  is  between  Christians  s^p4 
fellow-citizens.    By  the  general  conventions  of  mankinc]^ 
the  afflictions  of  war  are  softened  and  relieved,  but,  .hj?r^^ 
they  are  aggravated  by  every  thing  infern^lj  wl|ich  th^ 
malice  of  ^he  heart,  can  suggest    Ala9 !  and  for  what 
is  not  the  Spanish  government  answerable  in  the  oonn 
4uct  of  its  agents?    Do  these  ever  ren^ember,  that  when 
they  gain  a  victory,  their  banners  are  pfimfpned  with  tfi« 
blood  of  fellow-citizens ;  and  that  it  is  the  duty  of  mOf 
rality,  as  well  as  of  religion,  to  diminish  the  calamities  of 
war  ?    When  the  prisoners  pn  both  aides,  are  respect* 
ively  murdered  in  cold  blood,  when  a  war  of  exterminar 
^}Q^  is  thw  p?»vo)£ed,  when  t^$  sUres  of  a  coqntiy  act 
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jirmed  for  the  murder  and  plunder  of  their  roasters/  and 
when besidestheseoutrages/thehuman invention  is  racked 
to  find  out  new  and  additional  torture^  what  are  the  con- 
sequences that  may  not  be  expected  ?  Can  we  look  for 
less,  than  to  behold  that  country  a  heap  of  ruins,  which 
is  still  bound  to  us  by  a  treaty  of  alliance,  and  which  we 
have  deluded  by  our  former  promises?  And  what  can  ' 
Spain  say  to  these  her  agents,  who  have  been  the 
causes  of  all  these  horrors,  ravages,  and  disasters  ?  Can 
fcbe  expect,  that  no  dreadful  punishment  will  follow  at 
the  heels  of  such  offenders ;  or  can  she  suppose,  that  the 
tide  of  war  and  vengeance,,  will  not  be  rolled  back  upon 
them,  with  aggravations,  like  those  of  which  they  have 
lieen  the  inventors. 

§  Mexico  and  Caracas,  however,  are  not  the  only  sec- 
tions of  Spanish  America,  that  have  witnessed  scenes, 
such  as  those,  of  which  an  outline  has  just  been  given. 
The  march  of  Goyeneche  into  Upper  Peru,  has  been  at- 
tended with  similar  instances  of  cruelty  and  vengeance, 
though  on  a  smaller  scale.  In  Cochabamba,  upwards  of 
a  hundred  persons  were  murdered  in  cold  blood,  some 
with  tortures,  and  one  vras  quartered.  La  Paz,  Fotosi,  arid 
Oruro,  had  to  weep  over  excesses  equally  great.  Their 
crime,  also,-  was  common  with  the  rest  of  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  insurgent  provinces  ;  that  is,  it  consisted  in  a 
resolve  to  seek  withita  themselves,  that  redress,  which 
was 'denied  them  at  home.  The  stages,  through  whfch 
the  contest  in  Buenos  Ayres  and  Chili,  has  gone,  being 
more  generally  known  amongst  us,  they  are  passed  over 
for  the  sake  of  brevity.  On  the  2d  August,  1810,  forty 
fiersons  of  the  first  families^  were  destroyed  in  cold  blood 
an  the  prisons,  of -Quito,  >  by  the  c  dissolute  soldiery^bf 
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Lima;  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  same  city,  were  fifed 
upon,  and  murdered  in  the  streets,  in  the  same  crml 
manner.  In  November  1812,  Governor  Montes,  entered 
the  city  of  Quito,  abandoned  it  to  pillage,  according  to 
bis  own  letter  of  11th  of  same  month,  and  detached  par- 
ties of  soldiers,  to  pursue  those  who  had  fled,  even  the 
bishop  and  nuns.  Those  who  remained,  and  they  with- 
out having  made  any  resistance,  were  placed  in  Unefi, 
and  every  fifth  person  shot,  as  appears  from  the  pastoral 
letter,  dated  31  March,  1813,  of  the  Bishop  of  Epifaniji, 
governor  of  the  bishopric  of  Chili,  himself  an  Europew 
Spaniard, 

Such  is  the  gloomy  picture  of  the  horrors  now  com- 
mitting in  the  various  sections  of  Spanish  America,  and 
at  which,  human  nature  has  so  much  reason  to  shudder. 
Horrors,  committing  against  the  unfortunate  inhabitants 
of  that  country,  not  because  they  have  revolted  against 
their  lawful  sovereign,  not  because  they  have  leaned 
with  the  enemies  of  Spain,  but  because  they  have  de- 
.manded  those^  rights,  which  the  laws  accord  them,  and 
that  amendment,  which  from  imperious  circumstances, 
they  required.      In  what  I  have  here  adduced,  I  have 
pot  been  guided  by  any  hearsay  and  conjecture;  all  can 
be  supported  by  abundance  of  positive,  consistent,  and 
admissible  testimonies.    Most  of  the  instances  of  cruelty 
find  slaughter,  here  brought  forward,  axe  taken  from  offi- 
cial papers,  mostly  Spanish  gazettes;   and   to  them  I 
pould  add  hundreds  more,  were  I  to  descend  to  individual 
.  cases.    Many  of  these  same  facts,  have  resounded  in  the 
-  saloon  of  the  Corties  ;   some  of  them  are  taken  from  the 
■speeches  of  Alcocer  and  Feliu,  on  the  mediation  ques- 
tion.   Detached  cases,  however,  by  no  means,  warrant 
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ger^ral  condueions ;  but,  in  scenes  like  those,  I  bave 
h&f^  sketched,  ail  Spanish  America,  shares. 

And  is  it  not,  then,  time  to  put  an  end  to  such  a  vast 
mtid  fruitless  effusion  c^  human  blood,  and  to  staunch  the 
tiorrors  of  so  destructive  and  protracted  a  war  ?  Does 
fi0t  the  recital  of  sufch  enormities,  committing  by  fellow^ 
countrymen,  fill  the  heart  of  every  friend  of  his  own  spe- 
cies, with  terror  and  alarm,  and  chill  every  feeling  of  hu- 
inanity  ?  Have  not  sufficient  victims,  been  already  ira- 
SEM^ted  on  the  altars  of  vengeance  ;  have  not  sufficient 
to^wiis  and  cities  been  plundered  and  destroysd,  and  have 
not  sufficient  families  been  ruined  ?  Prisoners,  as  w6 
BOW  see,  in  Mexico  and  Caracas,  are  no  longer  made^ 
b«t  butchered  on  the  spot,  where  they  have  thrown  down 
thck  arms,  or  mutilated  by  practices,  that  would  even 
disgrace  tho  Algerines*  At  length,  also,  in  one  section,* 
Ihe  ^{ents  erf  Spain,  h^ve  resorted  to  tlwt  most  dreadful 
^  atl  alternatives,  that  of  freeing  and  arming  of  slavea 
against  their  masters,  and  which,  besides  bringing  local 
ruin,  will  eventually  spread  destruction  to  the  neighbour- 
ing settlements*  To  let  loose  hordes,  worse  than  fierce 
wad  irresistible  Tartars,  on  the  scattered  and  defenseless 
natives  of  a  feeble  country,  is  renewing  the  menacing 
horrors  of  St.  Domingo,  and  turning  those  regions  into 
a  lair  of  wild  beasts,  which  providence  had  destined,  to 
be  the  seat  of  man^s  happiness  and  enjoyment.  The  pro- 

*  la  addition  i&  ^hat  is  occur  ring  in  Caracas,  the  Junta  of  Fd« 
pajan,  in  ISll,  in  a  letter  addresied  to  the  Junta  of  Santa  Fe,  ob- 
serves, that  the  iiihabitantt  had  resolved  to  form  a  Junta,  in  coose- 
quence  of  Tacon>  governor  of  that  province,  offering^  to  give  free- 
dom to  the  slaves^  on  condition  of  their  falling  on  the  while  Creoles. 
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▼kftces  of  Caracas,  contain  about  60,000  slaves,  besides  a 
large  proportion  of  free  persons  of  colour,  and  if  the 
Spanish  Americans,  roused  by  the  injuries  inflicted  upon 
them,  and  driven  to  extremes,  should  retaliate,  and  also 
larni  their  servile  bands,  in  defense  of  freedom,  can  it  b^ 
expected,  that  an  European  Spaniard,  will  be  left  in  the 
couiiitiy  ?  if  we  recollect,  such  a  plan  during  the  North 
Aitierican  contest,  had  its  advocates  and  panegyrists,  even 
amongst  ourselves;  but,  we  had  not,  then,  before  us,  the 
cxampleof  St  Dbmingo* 

In  whatever  light  this  inhuman  and  bloody  contest  ii 
viewed,  it  would  seem,  as  if  the  agents  of  Spain>  were  at* 
tempting  to  secure  a  new  conquest,  by  the  extermination 
of  the  Creoles,  in  like  manner,  as  they  did  with  the  pri* 
initive  Itidians^  The  nations  of  Europe,  have  often  shud- 
dered to  hear,  that  the  Russians  put  30,000  Turks  to  th* 
•word,  in  Ismail ;  and  that  Buonaparte,  made  away  with 
his  mck  in  Egypt,  and  will  they  not  be  equally  shocked, 
at  those  scenes  just  depicted  ?  Will  they  not  shudder  at 
those  enormous  details,  which  so  often  fill  the  columns  of 
•tfae  Spanish  American  prints;  acts,  not  committed  against 
'enemies,  but  against  neighbours,  countrymen,  fellow- 
.faretbren  and  relations  ?  Even  the  manner  in  which  they 
are  announced  by  their  perpetrators,  and  the  boasts  by 
which  they  are  often  accompanied,  tends  to  heighten  and 
aggravate  their  reality.  The  venerable  Las  Casas,  when 
he  beheld  the  carnage  inflicted  by  the  first  conquerors,  on 
the  helpless  and  innocent  Aborigenes,  ventured  to  predict, 
that  God  would  some  time  or  other,  punish  Spain  for  her 
savage  cruelty  in  the  new  world ;  and  might  not  the  same 
prediction,  be  now  applied  to  the  instruments  of  those 
enormities,  conmiitting  on  the  same  soil?    Can  these 
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crwelties  ever  be  forgotten ;  will  they  not  be  rememberetli 
even  to  the  third  and  fourth  generations,  and  will  not  Eng- 
tend,  equally,  share  in  their  stigma?  When  the  injured 
and  unredressed  inhabitants  of  that  ill-fated  quarter  of 
the  world,  enumerate  the  assurances  formerly  made  themy 
by  the  ministers  of  England,  and  when  they  now  see 
troops  sent  against  them,  armed  with  British  muskets 
and  accoutrements ;  when  they  behold  them  equipped  ia 
British  cloathing,  and  that  indirect  aid  is  given  them  on 
the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic ;  that  British  officers  insult 
their  cause,  and  consequently  their  sufferings,  and  at 
home,  hear  that  no  effective. measure  is  carried  in  their 
behalf,  what  can  be  their  conclusions  ?  Nay,  what  arc 
the  impressions,  these  facts  have  not  already  excited  ?  t 
The  more  the  grounds,  on  which  the  existing  dissen- 
tious  between  European  and  American  Spain,  are  exa- 
mioed,  the  more  manifest  will  they  appear,  to  have  ori* 
ginated  in  a  wish  to  impose  unnatural  chains  on  the 
inhabitants  of  the  latter;  and  the  means  to  effect  this,  to 
which  the  agents  of  Spain  have  resorted,  will  be  equally 
fo.qnd  derogatory  to  the  honour,  inconsistent  with  the  in* 
terests,  and  hostile  to  the  liberty  of  their  fellow  country- 
men. They  have  been  impelled  by  a  blind  infatuation^ 
treating  reason  as  criminal,  and  stimulated  by  a  rancour j 
which  made  them  forget  they  were  contending  with  men. 
Lajiguage  will  scarcely  afford  terms  of  greater  outrage; 
than  that,  by  which  the  Spanish  Americans  have  been 
addressed;  nor  can  the  imagination  figure  to  itself  any 
thing  more  affecting,  than  the  scenes,  to  which  they  have 
bejen  repeatedly  exposed.  The  horrors  of  the  Wyoming 
settlements,  as  described  by  Mr.  Gordon,  in  Mexico^ 
have  been  often  witnessed.    And  let  me  ponder  here  to 
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ask,  what  Spain  has,  hithertxj,  been  able  to  effect  by  ttt 
her  menaces,  numerous  and  ferocious  as  they  have  beeni 
or  by  all  her  murders,  bloody  and  unnatural  as  they  hav« 
been  experienced  ?     Has  the  desorder,  she  sought  to  re- 
medy, in  any  way,  abated  ?    Mexia  told  the  Cortes,  "that 
if,  instead  of  4000,  they  sent  out  40,000  Spaniards,  th^ 
might  then^  perhaps,  be  able  to  boast  being  the  second 
conquerors ;  but  so  small  a  number^   at  the  same  time^ 
that  it  evinced  the  weakness  of  their  resources, served  only 
to  embitter  the  minds  of  the  people  against  the  Europe- 
ans; and  implicate  the;  honour  of  the  national  congress^ 
who,  by  this  means,  sanctioned  a  war,  that,  hitherto, 
might  be  considered  as  a  war  of  the  viceroys."    **  Is  it 
not,"  said  deputy  Alcocer,  '•  a  terrible  thing,  to  send 
troops  out,  which  we  want  so  much  at  home,  and  when 
we  even  require  an  English  garrison  in  Cadiz?    To  equip 
them  against  brethren,  with  the  very  same  succours,  they 
have  themselves  liberally  sent  over  to  us,  for  our  defence 
against  the  French !     To  arm  them  with  the  very  arms 
and  cloathing,  which  the  British  have  supplied  us  with,  to 
fight  the  enemy  at  home ;  and  wi^ch  they  would,  by  na 
means  give  against  America,  for  whom  they  are  now  me- 
diating " 

Such,  was  the  strenuous  language,  by  which  the  Ame- 
rican deputies  sought  relief  for  their  suffering  country; 
such  were  the  arguments,  on  which  they  founded  their 
claims.  But  the  order  of  the  day  in  Cadiz,  was  war,  and 
the  danger  immediately  before  them,  was  forgotten  for  a 
distant  object  Motives  of  interest  and  revenge,  urged 
them  on,  even  the  common  soldiers,  seemed  to  join  in  the 
enthusiasm  displayed,  they  anticipated  scenes  of  plunder 
and  pillage.    But,  when  officers,  rushing  through  thick 
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ttdtbim  fi^e  b^i^  <^^  to  Bi^^^  ^P^  fetfoM^,  Tnr^ 
nmBter  of  wbieb  8ome  examples  have  been  adduced,  vtt 
Med  not  wonder,  that  there  was  such  a  r«afdiness  to  ^ 
over  to  the  scene  of  actioir.  It  was  an  old  princii^l&of  ty« 
raikny,  for  an  arbitrary  monarch,  to  attempt  t6  b^^^gar  hfs 
tubjects  into  submission,  but  Spain  ^eks  tb  mu^rder  \\&tt 
into  sul]rjc^€tion.  She  seems  to  end^te  a  whote  people^  asi  if 
ri)e  would  proceed  against  the  criminat  conduct  of  a  f^v^ 
kidivtduals.  Are,  then,  the  feelings  of  millions;  thus  16 
be  insulted  ?  The  mainner  in  which  Spain  has,  hith^rtJo> 
l^islated  for  Spanish  America,  more  particularly  since 
her  oWn  revolution,  has  been  by  sending  over  an  armed 
fbrde ;  but  can  there  be  any  thing  more  inconsistent,  or 
more  unjust,  than  for  the  head  of  a  political  union  of 
equal  communities,  to  insist  on,  and  enforce  a  measure, 
the  justice  and  expediency  of  which,  has  not  beeii  proved 
by  the  representative  body  of  all  ?  If  resisted,  and  rf  the 
act  is  proved  both  illegal  and  vexatious,  can  there  be  any 
thing  more  criminal,  than  for  such  presiding  power,  thus 
arrogating  to  itself,  the  authority  confided  solely  for  the 
purposes  of  general  wf^are  and  defence ;  instantly  to  pro^ 
claim  rebellion,  beat  to  arms,  and  put  the  offending  par* 
ties,  under  the  ban  ?  Will  they  not  soon  discover,  that  a 
govefrnrnent  which  treats  a  claim  of  liberty  and  equity,  as 
an  offence  of  high  treason,  is  a  govfemment,  to  which  sub* 
mission  is  equivalent  to  slavery  ^  Did  the  conduct  of  the 
Spanish  Americans,  in  point  of  law  and  right,  amount  td 
a  criminal  rebellion,  it  would  only  warrant  and  authorize 
the  presiding  power,  to  apprehend  and  bring  the  culprits 
toi  condign  punishment ;  but  it  would  not  give  its  agents, 
the  right  of  rushing  into  indiscriminate  murder  and  deso- 
lation, thus  confounding  innocence  with  guilt.    The^pre* 
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«cnt  coercion  of  Spain,  is  a  qualified  hostility  carried  on 
agaiDst  IT  millions  of  people,  rather  than  the  punishment 
of  rebellious  suhjects.  It  is  rather  a  war  to  exterminate^ 
than  to  promote  the  slow  srfemnities  of  jt^stice, 

§  So  extensive,  and  compared  with  Spain,  so  populous 
a  country  as  Spanish  America,  is  not  to  be  treated  as  a 
mean  dependant,  who  may  be  neglected  without  damage, 
or  provoked  without  danger.    It  is  not  a  partial,  narrow; 
and  occasional  system,  that  is  suited  to  the  government  of 
17  millions  of  distant  people;  and  if  their  complaints 
against  the  late  exercise  of  authority,  have  been  founded, 
they  have  a  right  to  be  heai-d,  and  amply  redressed.    It 
is  unjust,  in  the  extreme,  thus  to  sport  with  so  large  a 
mass  of  the  feelings  and  interests  of  the  human  race.    It 
is  not  from  theory,  or  a  wanton  spirit  of  innova^tion^  that 
the  Spanish  Americans  have  complained  of  the  badness 
of  those  principles,  by  which  they  were  governed.    They 
fairly  judge  of  them,  by  actual  grievances,  against  which, 
to  the  despotic  monarchs,  and  to  their  arbitrary  ministers, 
they  had  often  remonstrated,  in  vain.    Their  ideas  o( 
misgovemment,  did  not  originate  in  any  hasty  or  wicked 
propensity  to  change ;  but,  in  the  badness  of  the  existing 
constitution  of  things,  and  in  fatal  experience.    Theyt 
forcibly,  felt  the  truth  of  that  established  axiom  of  poll- 
tics,  that  in  large  bodies,  the  circulation  of  power,  is  al- 
ways weakest  at  the  extremities.     They  experienced  the 
galling  and  vexatious  hardships,  of  having  no  local  check 
over  the  acts  of  despotic  chiefs;  and  the  misery  and  de- 
gradation of  a  people,  who  have  no  redress,  but  a  dis- 
tance of  2000  leagues.    Placed  as  they  were,  remote  from 
the  first  mpver  of  power,  they  shared  all  its  defects, 
witliout  enjoying  any  of  its  advantages.    They  conceived 
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it  unjust  to  be  governed  by  laws,  interpreted  at  the  will 
of  judges  who  were  estranged  to  them :  and  in  the  for* 
ination  of  which,  they  had  no  part  They  considered  it 
illegal  to  be  stripped  of  their  property  by  the  arbitrary 
edict  of  a  premier,  and  still  more  so,  for  that  property, 
to  be  squandered  on  a  corrupt  court,  or  in  prosecuting 
wars  in  which  they  had  no  interest,  and  this  without  any 
account  being  rendered  in  to  them  of  its  disbursement— 
In  short,  they  judged  it  inconsistent,  not  to  be  allowed  to 
legislate  and  administer  in  their  own  concerns,  since  this 
has  always  been  held,  as  the  immutable  condition  and 
eternal  law,  of  every  extensive  and  detached  empire. 

These  are  the  principal  grounds  of  complaint  which 
Spanish  America,  urged,  and  to  refuse  her  justice  and  re* 
dress,  Spain  has  had  to  subvert  those  very  principles,  on 
which  she  has  founded  her  new  constitution ;  and  to  prove 
that  the  inhabitants  of  her  ultramarine  provinces,  ought 
not  to  be  free,  she  has  had  to  recur  to  base  stratagem 
and  force ;  and  even  to  depreciate  those  very  blessings, 
for  which  she  herself  has  been  so  long  fighting.  That  they 
may  not  be  free  and  equal,^  she  has  had  to  say,  they  are 
incapable  of  being  so.  To  shew  that  these  benefits,  are 
incompatible  with  the  condition  of  dwellers  under  the  tro- 
pics, the  votaries  of  Spanish  subjection,  have  had  to  laugh 
to  scorn,  the  very  principles  in  which  Spain  now  glories, 
and  to  borrow  invectives  from  the  works  of  a  Paw,  It 
was  putting  the  Spanish  Americans,  under  the  trammels 
of  an  abject  minority,  to  suppose  that  their  liberty  was 
more  secure,  when  placed  in  trust  of  a  distant  body,  hav- 
ing only  the  shadow  of  a  general  Cortes,  than  when  given 
in  charge  to  themselves.  Y^ere  Spain  fifty  times  stronger 
than  she  is,  it  would  only  be  lawful,  to  govern  a  distant 
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but  equal  part  of  her  empire,  in  one  way ;  and  that  is,  ac- 
cording to  the  principles  of  right  reason  and  justice.  For 
this,  she  is  answerable  to  the  world  at  large.  This  lesson, 
also,  she  might  learn  from  the  fundamental  precepts  of 
sound  policy.  Allegiance  is  the  inseparable  companion 
of  happiness  and  content  Precipitated  as  Spain  now 
stands,  into  a  destructive  warfare,  if  she  seeks  to  conci- 
liate, she  must  previously  concede.  If  she  adopts  this 
plan,  she  must  first  ask  herself,  whether  the  ultramarine 
provinces,  in  fact,  possess  a  practical  equality  with  those 
of  the  Peninsula;  and  whether  they  enjoy  all,  the  laws 
grant,  and  their  happiness  and  prosperity  require.  If  not, 
it  is  her  duty  to  see  that  all  is  fully  guaranteed  to  them ; 
and  whilst  every  tie  of  gratitude  and  interest,  lead  her 
again  to  cement  their  connection,  she  will  find  this  can 
only  be  done,  by  removing  the  grounds  of  difference.— 
Peace,  implies  reconciliation,  and  where  a  violent  and 
acrimonious  dispute  has  preceded,  mutual  concessions 
must  be  its  forerunners*  Peace,  as  Burke  said,  ought  to 
he  sought  in  the  spirit  of  p^ce,  and  laid  in  principles, 
purely  pacific* 

A  superiour  power,  may  offer  peace  to  an  inferiour 
one,  without  implicating  its  honour,  and  without  loslog 
in  the  eyea  of  the  world.  Nay,  the  offer  itself,  is  often 
construed  into  magnanimity ;  and  at  least,  it  is  never  dis- 
honourable, or  too  late,  to  correct  an  error.  If  Spain 
continues  to  prosecute  this  unjust  and  unnatural  war, 
without  checking  that  flood  of  acrimony  that  has  been  let 
loose,  she  shews  to  the  world,  that  she  spurns  all  laws, 
both  human  and  divine;  that  she  is  no  longer  bound  by 
any  of  those  ties,  which  link  man  to  his  fellow  species; 
and,  in  the  future,  she  can  behold  nothing,  but  clouds  and 
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darkness.    If,  however>  by  leaving  tnis  contest  to  the 
more  sober  issue  of  moderate  and  healing  councils,  she 
approves  of  conciiiation,  many  days  of  peace  and  prospe- 
rity yet  await  her.  It  is  not  by  force  alone,  that  Spain  can 
preserve  her  altramarine  provinces,  in  a  just  and  prafitable 
connection,  unless  as  Burke  said,  fighting  a  people,  be 
the  best  way  of  gaining  them.     She  may  subdue  them, 
for  the  moment;  and  again  enforce  the  trammels  of  de- 
pendence, but  she  cannot,  in  her  own  weak  and  divided 
state,  retain  a  numerous,  scattered  and  growing  people, 
in  a  condition  so  contrary  to  the  feelings  of  human  nature, 
particularly,  where  they  have  so  many  advantages  of  cli-^ 
mate  in  tl>eir  favour.    An  armament  such  as  Spain  can 
fit  out,  is  not  a  victory.   After  such  confident  hopes,  as 
those  under  which  Spain  entered  on  her  transatlantic  war-i 
after  such  wanton  boasting,  and  such  greit  exertions, 
when  so  little  effective  has  been  done,  it  is  reasonable  to 
eoncludcj  the  plan  must  be  wrong.    The  desultory  ex- 
cursions of  the  Spaniards  from  the  capital  of  Mexica,  to- 
gether with  all  their  horrors,  have  had  no  material  influ- 
ence on  the  issue  of  the  war,  or  produced  any  thing  deci- 
sive.   They  have,  rather,  only  tended  to  protract  the  at- 
tainment of   a  just  and   reasonable  object,  and  more 
strongly  to  irritate  the  Creole  mind,  as  will  be  seen  by  the 
public  document  I  shall  presently  subjoin.     Iiv  short,  no 
universal  effort,  can  be  made  to  secure  success,  for  when 
the  insurgents  are  defeated  in  a  cold  climafte,  they  fly  to 
a  hot  one,  wh^re  it  is  dangerous  for  the  Spaniards  to  ad- 
vance. The  road  to  Vera  Cruz,  is  i^ill  closed,  and  cannot 
be  travelled  but  with  an  escort  of  3000  inen.  -  The  insur- 
gents are  in  possession  of  Acapulco  and  the  best  mines 
and  provinces ;  the  Junta  of  Sultepec,  only  forty  leaguet 
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frem  Mexico,  long  stood  its  ground  there,  then  removed 
to  Zitaquaro,  and  lastly  to  Chiltapatzingo,  where  a 
general  congress  is  forming ;  and,  in  short,  to  that  pitch 
have  things  risen  in  New.Spain,  that  20,000  stand  of  arms, 
would  decide  the  fate  of  the  Mexican  empire,  and,  for 
ever,  sever  the  sceptre  of  the  Spaniards,  The  situation 
of  Caracas,  has  already  been  explained. 

The  forces,  Spain  is  able  to  employ  on  the  other  side 
the  Atlantic,  may  perhaps  suffice  for  partial  conquest, 
or  for  the  tenure  of  some  particular  points  and  districts. 
They  may  produce  great  ravages  and  distress,  but  in  a 
country  iso  extended j  so  mountainous,  and  so  resolved,  it 
is  impossible  they  can  ever  eiffect  perfect  subjection. 
In  the  invasion  of  Spain,  we  have  seen  the  plains  and  for- 
tresses in  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  but  the  mouatains  and 
roads,  were  possessed  by  the  guerrillas.  Does  Spain, 
then,  seek  to  organize  those  contending  against  her,  into 
a  regular  banditti;  yet  this  is  one  of  the  extremes  to 
which  they  will  fly,  sooner  than  be  uriconditiorialiy  sub- 
dued. It  is  difficulty  in  New  Spain,  to  make  any  correct 
estimate  of  the  numbers  of  the  insurgents ;  but  it  is  a  fact, 
that  there,  the  Spaniards,  when  all  the  troops  latfely  re- 
ceived from  Spain,  are  mustered,  cannot  make  tip,  more 
,than  24,000  mem  Their  aritagonists  are  indeed  very  nu- 
merous, but  they  are  not  organized,  they  fight  under 
every  disadvantage,  many  with  bows  and  arrows,  clubs, 
iilings,  lances,  &c.  and  only  few  with  muskets,  and  these 
principally  taken  from  their  enemies :  but,  yet  they  are 
resolved  to  gain  their  point.  New  Spain  contains  about 
64fi00gachupin€s,  or  European  Spaniards,  and  can  it  be 
expected,  that  notwithstanding  their  influence,  the  con- 
.  eentration  of  their  power^  and  the  successful  manner  ia 


Digitized  by 


Google 


390 

which  they  can  wield  the  anathemas  of  heaven,  and  the 
brands  of  discord,  that   they  can   turn  the  opinions  of 
nearly   7  millions  of  people,  penetrated  with  the  justice 
of  their  right  ?  Or,  viewing  the  subject  on  a  lai^er  scale, 
can  it  be  supposed,  that  17  millions  of  people,  situated 
at  a  distance  from  the  arm  of  power,  and  this  in  a  weak 
and  languishing  state,  with  an  intervening  ocean  of  2000 
leagues,  particularly  after  the  inveteracy  which  has  been 
excited,  can  be  held  prostrate  at  the  feet  of  those  very 
Cortes,  who  have  disdained  their  claims  and  appeals ;  or 
that  they  Will  now  tamely  submit  to  have  their  fetters 
again  rivetted  ?    Conciliation,  might,  long  ago,  have  re- 
stored tranquillity  to  the  ultramarine  provinces,  if  redress 
had  preceded ;   a  mild  and  temperate  conduct,  might, 
gradually,  have  allayed  those  irritated  feelings,  which 
injuries  had  provoked  ;  but  war,  blockades,  ravages,  and 
massacres,  can  never  produce  so  desirable  an  event.   En- 
gland, by  an  early  and  energetic  display  of  her  influence, 
and  Spain  by  the  exercise  of  moderation,  might  have 
prevented  the  many  horrors  which  have  been  generated ; 
and  it  would  seem  impossible,  that  the  services  of  the 
first,  and  the  injuries  of  Spanish  America,  should  not 
have  been  able  to  rouse  all  parties  to  a  sense  of  duty  and 
humanity,  and  urge  them  to  put  an  end  to  so  criminal  an 
enterprize. 

Civil  wars,  which  have  had  for  object,  a  most  just 
redress,  have,  indeed,  sometimes  ended  in  a  worse  des- 
potism than  that  attempted  to  be  removed ;  and  such, 
decidedly,  would  be  the  state  of  subjection  brought  upon 
the  Spanish  Americans,  if  they  did  not  now  succeed. 
But  independent  of  that  dread,  there  is  too  great  a  fund 
of  energy  in  the  country,  to  submit  to  an  alternative  io 
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fatal.  Treachery,  bigotry,  and  inconsistent  measures, 
did  indeed  restore  Caracas  to  its  old  masters ;  but,  the 
cruelty  of  the  Spanish  general,  the  approved  violation  of 
a  ratified  and  solemn  capitulation,  and  the  sufferings  of 
the  deluded  inhabitants,  brought  on  the  heads  of  the  per- 
petrators of  so  many  crimes,  the  punishments  they  de- 
Served.  This  example,  also,  will  serve  as  a  beacon  to 
the  other  sections,  and  teach  them,  how  far,  they  are  to 
rely  on  the  plighted  faith  of  the  agents  of  a  nation^^ which 
has  already  inundated  their  country  with  horrors.  Were 
the  partizans  of  the  cause  of  redress  and  reform,  less 
unanimous  in  their  object,  they  might,  perhaps,  get  tired 
of  anarchy  and  distress  *  they  might  despond,  and  seelj: 
repose  after  so  many  scenes  of  turbulence  and  bloodshed, 
but  in  that  case,  they  are  sensible  they  must  resign  their 
Tights  as  men,  and  even  drag  chains,  more  strongly  ri- 
vetted,  than  their  former  ones.  But  so  general  is  the 
persuasion,  that  their  cause  is  just,  that  new  armies  ris^ 
up  to  replace  those  in  the  act  of  defeat ;  and  new  ener- 
gies seem  to  be  inspired  by  discomfiture.  The  ardour  of 
the  natives,  is  unabated,  though  for  want  of  arms,  th^ 
contest  is  unequal;  and  every  region  of  New  Spain,  by 
the  confession  of  Mexico  prints,  burns  with  the  same 
ferment  General  Rayon,  in  his  letter  to  the  bishop  of 
La  Puebla,  says,  **  The  Americans,  now  know  their 
rights,  and  they  will  either  die,  or  establish  their  owij 
interiour  government  in  the  name  of  Ferdinand  VII.  to 
whom  they  have  sworn  allegiance,  and  in  wljose  name 
the  national  Junta  governs,"  But,  in  the  mean  time> 
torrents  of  blood  are  flowing,  and  destruction  and  defi<> 
lation^  on  every  side,  rear  their  ghastly  heads. 
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S  In  order  that  a  more  perfect  idea,  may  be  en-» 
tertained,  of  the  pretensions  of  the  Spanish  Americans^ 
as  well  as  of  the  sentiments  excited  by  the  cruel  war- 
ftre  waged  against  them>  I  have  conceived  it  highly 
illustrative,  to  subjoin,  in  this  place,  a  transition 
of  the  manifest  addressed  by  the  National  Janta  of  Sul- 
tepec,  in  March,  1812,  to  the  European  inhabitants  of 
the  American  continent    It  is  as  follows ; 

^  Brethren,  friends,  and  i^o^  citizens, 
**  The  holy  religion  which  we  profess,  sound  rea- 
son, humanity,  affinity,  friendship^  as  well  as  all  the  other 
respectable  bonds,  which  strongly  unite  us,  in  every 
maimer  by  which  the  inhabitants  of  one  common  coun- 
try, who  revere  the  same  nH>narch,  and  live  under  the 
same  laws,  can  be  united  ;  imperiously  call  upon  you,  to 
give  an  attentive  ear  to  our  just  complaints  and  preten- 
sions, War,  that  cruel  scourge,  that  devasUtor.of  the 
most  flourishing  kingdoms,  and  perpetual  spring  of  mis- 
fortunes, can  produce  us  no  good,  let  whatever  party  be 
the  conqueror ;  to  whom,  when  the  conflict  is  over,  no- 
thing will  remain^  but  the  mal^n  complacency  of  his 
victory.  But  he  will  have  to  lan^nt,  for  many  years,  ir- 
reparable losses  and  evils,  in  whichj  perhaps,  may  be 
comprehended,  the  dreaded  event,  of  some  foreign 
power,  out  of  the  many  ambitious  of  possessing  this  pre^ 
cious  portion  of  the  Spanish  monarchy,  instigated  by  oui^ 
selves,  and  availing  itself  of  our  disunion,  coming  to  im- 
pote  the  law  upon  us,  at  a  time  when  we  may  be  unaHe 
to  avoid  it ;  and  whilst  we,  at  the  same  time,  pbrenzied 
by  a  blind  fury,  are  butchering  one  another,  refusing  to 
bear  or  to  examine  our  reciprocal  rights,  without  know- 
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ing  what  are  our  views;  and  whilst  you,  on  your  part» 
are  obstioately  bent  on  calumniating  us  in  your  judicial 
proceedings  and  public  papers,  founding  yourselves  oa 
an  laffected  mistake,  and  absolute  unwillingness  to  un« 
understand  the  grounds  of  our  intentions.'* 
.  ^  With  equal  disdain,  you  have  outraged  the  principal 
American  nobility,  manifesting  by  your  acts  and  deeds, 
that  you  have  declared  war  against  them,  and  what  b 
still  more  sensible,  against  the  venerable  clergy.  You  <]a* 
ringly  call  yourselves  lords,  beyond  whom  t^et«  isnoap* 
peal,  masters  of  lives  and  property,  judges  of  the  living 
and  the  dead,  and,  to  prove  it,  you  spare  neither  assassi* 
jaations,  conflagrations,  nor  excesses  of  every  kind ;  even 
daring  to  trouble  the  ashes  of  the  dead,  by  digging  up  the 
bodies  of  those,  who  have  died  a  natural  death,  in  order 
to  judge  them*    You  have  committed  the  cowardly  base- 
ness, to  set  a  price  on  the  lives  of  men,  by  hiring  secret 
assassins,  and  by  offering  large  sums  of  money,  in  procla^ 
mations,  ordered  to  be  published  in  every  part  of  the 
kingdom,  to  any  one,  who  would  murder  determined  peu- 
sons.    To  such  a  height,  did  this  shameful  instance  €i 
criminality  rise,  one  reprobated   by  every  right,  and 
.which  will  be  scarcely  credited  by  posterity.   Horrible 
enormity,  unexampled  in  the  annals  of  our  history !   as 
contrary  to  the  spirit  of  christian  morality,  subversive  of 
^ood  order,  and  opposed  to  the  majesty,  decorum,  and 
^circumspection of  our  wise  laws,  as  scandalous,  even  to 
the  most  ignorant  people,  who  know  how  to  respect  the 
Rights  of  nations  and  of  war.   You  have  had  the  temerity 
to  arrogate  to  yourselves,  the  supreme  power ,  and,  under 
ibe  name  of  our  august  king,  to  command,  proudly  and 
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de«poticftIly,  over  a  free  people,  who  know  fto  other  so- 
vereign than  Ferdinand  VII.,  whom  each  one  of  you 
pretend  to  represent,  by  atrocious  acts,  which  the  king, 
himself,  would  tieter  have  done,  or  permitted,  even  when 
the  case  in  question,  was  opposed  to  his  sovereignty.  The 
acts,  which,  in  your  conscience,  you  know  to  refer,  sole- 
ly, to  individuals,  you  treat  with  as  much  severity,  as  if 
they  related  to  the  king  himself.  You  pretend  to  concentre 
in  yoar  own  private  persons,  the  sacred  duties  of  reli« 
gion,  of  the  king  and  country ;  dazzling  the  ignorant  by~ 
these  names,  so  often  profaned  in  your  mouths,  accus-* 
tomed  to  falsehood  and  calumny.  You  have  vilified 
yourselves  in  the  eyes  of  the  sensible  world,  by  attempt- 
mg  to  confound  this  cause,  which  is  purely  of  the  state, 
with  one  of  religion.  And,  for  this  detestable  purpose,' 
you  have  impelled  many  ministers  of  Jesus  Christ,  to 
prostitute,  in  all  their  parts,  the  functions  of  their  holy 
ministry. " 

'*  How  can  you  combine  these  iniquitous  proceedings, 
with  the  severe  precepts  of  our  holy  religion,  and  with 
the  inviolable  integrity  of  our  laws  ?  And  to  whom,  un« 
less  it  is  to  the  sword,  can  we  now  recur  for  justice, 
when  you  who  are  parties,  constitute  yourselves  into 
judges,  accusers,  and  witnesses ;  at  the  same  time,  that 
it  is  disputed,  whether  it  is  we,  who  constitute  the  true 
American  nation  ;  whether  you  are  legitimate  autho^ 
rities,  in  the  absence  of  our  monarch,  or  intrusive  and  ar- 
bitrary ones,  who  seek  to  appropriate  to  yourselves,  a  ju- 
risdiction which  you  have  not,  and  which  no  one  can 
confer  on  you/* 

"This  long  list  of  great  enormities,  deeply  impTinted 
on  our  hearts,  would  be  a  terrible  incentive  to  our  fury. 
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impelling  us'to  avenge  them,  even  with  tfae  last  drop  <f 
European  blood  existing  in  this  country,  if  our  reli^ti» 
more  pure  in  our  hearts  than  in  yours,  our  humanity^ 
and  the  natural  suavity  of  our  character,  did  not  lead  us 
to  incline  to  reccmciliation,  rather  than  to  a  continuance 
of  a  war,  whose  issue,  whatever  it  may  be,  can  never 
promise  us  more  happiness  than  peace,  considering  your 
situation  and  circmnstances/* 

"  Likewise,  if  you  impartially  enter  into  account 
with  yourselves,  you  will  find,  that  you  are  more  Ameri- 
cans than  Europeans.  Scarcely  born  in  the  Peninsu^, 
and  at  a  tender  age,  you  were  ti-ansferred  to  this  land ;  4n 
it  you  have  passed  the  greater  part  of  your  lives;  you  have 
adaptedou  r  customs  and  manners ;  been  naturalized  to 
the  benign  temperature  of  our  climate;  contracted  bind- 
'  ing  connections ;  inherited  large  fortunes  from  your 
wives,  or  obtained  them  by  your  labour  and  industry; 
having,  also,  children  and  fixed  property.  Few  of  you, 
have  any  correspondence  with  your  ultramarine  relati<His, 
or  even  know  the  fate  of  your  fathers,  since  you  left  the 
mother  country — and,  did  you  not,  all,  form  the  resolu- 
tion not  to  return  there  ?  What,  then,  is  it,  retains  you 
from  feeling  an  interest  for  this  kingdom,  in  which  you 
Ought  to  act  the  part  of  natives  ?  Is  it,  perchance^  the 
dread  of  being  iiyured  ?  If  we  have  carried  on  hostilities 
against  Europeans,  it  has  been  by  way  of  reprisal,  and, 
because  they  first  commenced  them. " 

"  The  system  of  insurrection,  was  never  sanguinary ; 
in  the  beginning,  the  prisoners  were  treated  kindly^  and 
with  decency  and  decorum.  Many  of  them,  were  par- 
donedy  notwithstanding  they  were  perjured  and  unfaith* 
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ful  to  their  words  of  honour;  availing  themselves  of 
this  our  benignity,  to  bring  upon  us  every  evil^  being  af- 
terwards, even  our  most  atrocious  enemies.  Till  you, 
yourselves,  began  to  open  the  door  to  cruelties,  you  were 
treated  in  a  mamieri  very  different  to  that  in  which  you 
Hcted  tb  us.  For  your  happiness,  rather  than  for  our 
own,  we  should  be  desirous  to  terminate  dissenticms, 
which  are  causing  scandal  to  the  whole  world;  and  pre- 
paring Us  for  misfortunes,  which  w^  may  experience 
from  some  foreign  power,  when  we  cannot  avoid  them. 
Wherefore,  in  the  name  of  our  common  fraternity,  and 
the  other  sacred  bonds,  which  unite  us^  we,  in  the  mcnt 
tender  manner,  beseech  you  to  examine  with  attention, 
and  wise  and  christian  impartiality,  the  plans  of  peace 
and  war,  founded  on  evident  principles  of  public  and  na- 
tural right,  which  we  now  propose  to  you,  on  behalf  of 
humanity ;  in  order  that,  by  choosing  the  one  that  may 
suit  you  most,  the  advantage  of  the  nation,  may.  always 
be  consulted.  Let  the  national  character  be  our  judge, 
and  let  us  be  guided  by  those  urgent  circumstances, 
•  under  which  America  is   now  groaning."— 

The  plans  of  peace  and  war,  which  accompanied  tiiis 
manifest,  have  already  been  referred  to,  and  are  contain^ 
cdin  my  Appendix,  under  the  head  of  G.  And  after  the 
feelings  have  been  roused  and  irritated,  as  in  the  manner 
expressed  in  this  document;  after  such  instances  of  re- 
crimination, after  the  Spaniards  on  their  part,  treat  every 
overture  with  disdain,  and  the  Creoles  behold  themselves 
inundated  with  blood  and  vengeance,  how  is  it  possible, 
for  these  parties  to  come  together,  so  as  to  adopt  some 
basis  of  accommodation,  unless  it  is  through  the  medium 
and  interposing  influence  of  a  third  power  ?  When  the 
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mediation  question  was  agitated,  the  Spanish  deputies 
in  the  Cortes  asserted,  that  in  New  Spain,  no  organized 
authority  existed  wherewith  to  treat,  for  the  insurrection 
consisted  of  nothing,  but  parties  of  banditti  infesting  the 
roads.  Whereas,  the  best  organized,  and  the  most  ge- 
nerally acknowledged  Junta,  had  stood  its  ground  from 
the  beginning,  received  the  obedience  of  all  provinces 
divested  of  a  Spanish  force,  and  the  manifest  I  have  just 
quoted,  together  with  Document  G.  and  others  which  I 
could  still  bring  forward,  might  prove,  that  the  national 
Junta,  consisted  of  men,  possessed  of  talent  and  ener- 
gy, but  yet,  disposed  to  relieve  suffering  humanity,  and 
ready  to  enter  into  arrangements,  by  which  tranquillity 
might  be  restored. 

And  can  the  ministers  of  England,  still  behold  this 
universal  and  all  devouring  flame  of  civil  war,  already 
spread  to  the  shores  of  the  Pacific,  and  feel  no 
sympathy  for  a  suffering  and  injured  people?  Can 
the  allies  of  those  very  victims,  can  they  who  till  now, 
have  always  felt  a  sympathy  for  their  degraded  condi- 
tion, and  have  been  melted  at  the  perusal  of  their  con- 
quest, hear  of  and  behold  these  horrors,  and  this  inhu- 
man and  unnatural  warfare,  without  feeling  a  correspond- 
ing anxiety  for  their  melancholy  fate?  Can  we  any 
longer,  thus  witness,  the  bloody  convulsions  and  long 
suffering  of  a  people,  who  have  appealed  to  us,  and  even 
implored  the  common  sympathies  of  mankind  at  large  ? 
Is  humanity,  then,  no  longer,  an  appendage  of  the  British 
people,  when  not  one  of  their  public  organs,  has  ven- 
tured to  step  forward  in  a  case  like  this  ?  Spanish  Ame- 
rica, presents  a  large  and  extensive  mart  for  British  com- 
paerce,  and  are  the  patrons  of  our  mercantile  interests, 
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yet^  sileat?  And,  where  are  our  philanthropists  ?  When 
the  slave  question,  was  agitating  tin  this  countiy,  every 
body  was  alive  to  the  discussion ;  and  qlubs  were  enthu-* 
siastically  formed,  to  patronize  the  interests  of  natives  of 
Africa,  who  were  deprived  of  their  natural  liberty.  And 
what  was  the  motive  of  all  this  i    It  was  a  noble,  gene^ 
reus,  and  laudable  principle  of  humanity,  that  will  ever 
do  honour  to  the  British  character,  and  cast  a  consoling 
gleam  on  the  labours  of  the  promoters,^  of  the  measures 
adopted.    And  are  the  Indians,  and  other  inhabilaots  of 
Spanish  America,  less  deserving  of  our  regard?    Wci 
there,  interfered  for  the  welfare  of  a  few  thousands,  con^ 
demned  to  labour  for  the  profits  of  another,  but  still  pos« 
•essed  of  many  conveniences  to  beguile  their  toil ;  but 
bere,  we  see  many  thousands,  annually,  nay  monthly,  put 
to  the  sword,  butchered,  inhu^ianly  tortured  and  muti^ 
bted,  and  not  a  sigh  accompanies  their  sufferings.    And, 
in  time,  what  will  not  the  fatal  consequences  of  this  ex^ 
terminating  war ;  shall  we  wait  without  interfering,  tiU 
not  a  White  or  Creole,  is  left  standing?  The  proportion 
on  an  average,  of  the  Indiaum  and  casts,  to  the  Whites 
and  Creoles,  is  about  six  to  one ;  if  therefore,  the  latter 
become  debilitated  and  extinct,  and  the  former  become 
armed  and  warlike,  possessed  as  they  are  of  the  idea,  that 
their  lands  and  property  have  been  usurped  by  the  Spa-i 
niards,  may  they  not  regain  them,  by   a  retaliation, 
bloody    and    extensive?     Is  it  for  this,  that  we  are 
waiting  ? 

I  In  order  that  the  feelings,  which  have  been  excited  in 
the  bosoms  of  the  Spanish  American  people,  may  not  be 
unknown,  I  hereto  annex  an  extract  of  a  letter,  from  one 
of  the  jBrst  characters  in  Mexico,  dated  Feb.  IQ,  181 1> 
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and  to  it,  I  could  add  several  more  fVom  the  other  tfee« 
tioQS. — '^  It  would  be  impossible,  minutely,  to  explain 
to  you»  the  present  state  of  this  kingdom,  but  you  may^ 
perhaps,  be  able  to  form  some  adequate  idea  of  it,  when 
I  say,  that  it  is.  such,  as  the  most  deadly  enemy  Of  Spain, 
might  wish  it  to  be.  Destruction  in  every  quarter,  aiKl  of 
every  thing,  m  such  manner,  that  let  who  may  conquer, 
both  parties  will  be  ruined.  However  I  can  never fbrgiolf 
the  British,  for  remaining  cold  spectators  of  a  .struggle,  the 
consequences  of  which  ^  whatever  they  may  be,  cannot  fail 
to  prove  fatal  to  them ;  nor  will  they,  hereafter,  be  able  to 
plead,  as  an  excuse,  that  they  were  deceived,  by  the  reports 
sent  over  by  the  Mexican  government ;  for,  in  like  manner 
as  Diogenes'  merit  was  seen  through  the  rents  of  his 
cloak,  so  is  it  equally  manifest,  that  the  Americans  are 
resolved  to  have  another  form  of  government,  adopted  in 
these  dominions,  in  order  to  free  them  from  the  great  in« 
equality,  with  which  the  hungry  place  hunters  and  mer« 
chants  from  Spain^  seek  to  treat  them.  And  if  the  Bri« 
tish  (a  circumstance  here  unknown),  have  not  been  want- 
ing in  good  will,  but  that  their  exertions  have  been  dis- 
dained by  the  Cortes,  they  ought  to  be  certain,  that  the 
wounded  pride  and  anger  of  the  latter^  would  only  be 
momentary,  for  they  would  soon  be  reconciled,  on  seeing 
the  arrival  of  pecuniary  succours,  which,  if  the  actual 
state  of  things  continues,  never  can  be  the  case." 

Such  sentiments  were  current  and  general,  in  1811^ 
even  amongst  the  moderate  characters  of  Spanish  Ame- 
rica, but  they  are  much  more  pointed  in  the  mouths  of 
those,  who,  to  political  motives,  add  prejudice,  reaent- 
ment,  and  national  pique.  Such,  do  thejr  itesoQnd  m 
every  secticm.    Will  the  government  of  that  geineious 
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mttoHy  add  they,  do  nothing  for  us,  und^r  eircumstancet 
wbicb  are  to  decide  whether  we  are  to  be  men  or  slaves ; 
and  do  they  abandon  us  in  our  momentous  struggle,  who 
00  lately  t(rfd  us»  in  the  most  official  manner,  that  even 
independence  would  be  consonant  to  their  wishes  ;  and 
whose  firiendship  was  pledged  to  us,  by  the  positive  and 
lepeated  declarations  of  their  ministers  and  agents  ?  Do 
they  laugh  at  our  misfortunes,  whose  very  assurances 
emboldened  us  to  seek  redress,  on  a  basis  not  only  con- 
ibrmable  with  their  honour,  but  in  strict  accord  with  our 
own  laws  ?  Do  they  behold,  without  even  the  cold  sen- 
iTment  of  pity,  our  villages  and  towns,  in  ruins  and  in 
flames;  our  daves  armed  against  us  for  murder  and  pil- 
lage, our  citizens  mutilated  in  the  most  inhuman  man- 
se^ dragged  from  their  homes  and  wives,  and  buried  in. 
Moorish  dungeons  and  loathsome  pontoons  i  They,  who 
even  pf omised  us  a  shield  against  similar  horrors,  if  we 
would  join  in  rebellion  against  our  lawful  sovereign,  and 
BOW,  we  only  seek  a  just  and  equitable  redress  ?  Are  wer 
not  deserving  of  the  common  S3rmpathies  of  humanity, 
or  of  strong  remonstrances  and  firm  stipulations,  on  the 
part  of  that  nation,  which  even  lately,  when  our  parent 
state  was  supposed  in  danger,  through  its  naval  com* 
manders  on  these  stations,  made  us  the  most  pointed 
overtures  of  support  and  protection,  if  we  would  only 
mot  follow  her  impending  fate,  or  listen  to  the  instigations 
of  the  French  ?  Are  we  deserving  of  no  acts  of  kindness 
fitHD  that  nation,whose  subjects,  on  our  hospitable  shores, 
have  found  the  means  of  acquiring  weakb,  by  trading  in 
the  products  of  our  genial  soil,  and  by  supplying  our 
wants  i  And  are  all  our  testimooies  of  loyalty,  our  suc- 
cours in  the  common  cause,  nay  all  our  privations>  de« 
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serving  of  no  return,  from  the  nation  which  has  bo  long 
witoegsed  them,  when  we  8eek  nothing  derogatory  to  its 
honour  or  dignity  ?.  Unfortunately  for  us,  as  well  as  for 
the  great  hopes  we  might  at  some  future  period,  realize 
on  the  great  continent  of  Spanish  America,  such  is  the 
l9.nguage  reechoed,  from  one  extreme  to  the  other  of  that 
desolate  country,  and  great  the  consequent  odium  attach-^  ' 
ipg  to  the  British  name,  in  regions,  where  late  it  was  co* 
vered  with  the  sincerest  blessings. 

On  the  most  powerful  grounds  of  humanity,  there- 
fore, and  under  the  hopes  of  stopping  the  continuation 
of  so  many  horrors,  does  it  not  behove  the  British  go-t 
vernment,  without  loss  of  time,  to  turn  its  attention  to  ' 
the  distressed  state  of  Spanish  America,  and  see  to  the 
rdief  of  that  valuable  country,  before  it  becomes  a  heap  of 
ruins  ?  After  such  a  long  chain  of  impolitic  acts,  as  those 
committed  by  Spain,  in  this  important  business,  if  we 
wish  her  well,  if  we  are  still  bound  by  the  tcnour  of  our 
treaty,  ought  we  not  to  seek  to  inspire  into  her,  sound 
aaid  sober  councils,  to  allay  the  acrimony  of  both  parties^ 
and  above  all,  to  see  that  the  world  is  no  longer  scanda- 
lized by  enormities^  which  would  stain  the  annals  of  the 
most  barbarous  nation  i  If  the  Spanish  Americans,  stand 
as  culprits  in  the  eye  of  the  law  and  of  justice,  let  their 
crime  be  established  to  the  whole  world,  but,  if  they  afe 
not,  let  Siem  be  treated  as  men  and  fellow-beings,  for 
wboin  every  nation  feels  an  interest   If  criminal  process 
cannot  be  established  against  them,  if  from  distance,  ob- 
stinacy, or  from  any  other  reason,  justice  cannot  be  en- 
forced in  a  consistent  manner,  what  other  safe  plan 
t^aaains,  but  conciliation  ? 

§  Two  ways  alone,  can  ever  reestablish  the  authority 
c  c 
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of  ^iftia  on  (^  other  side  of  the  Atlantic  aad  the  time  to  ^ 
new  come,  for  her  to  make  her  choice.    The  one  ia  by 
cQnquest^and  the  other  by  conciliation.    The  first,  must 
leave  Spanish  America^  a  heap  of  ruins,  and  the  tomb  of 
a  great  proportion  of  its  inhabitants.    This  must  be  by 
achievements,  similar  to  those  of  a  Cortes  and  a  Pizarro, 
or  by  a  protraction  of  such  scenes,  as  are  described  in  the 
preceding  pages.    And  of  what  use  c^n  the  country^' 
then,  be  to  Spain,  or  her  allies  ?  The  iron  sceptre  <m<^ 
again  established,  apd  a  foreign  flag^  no  longer  vraves  ia 
the  ports  of  South  Columbia,  which  in  the  possession  <^\ 
the  drones  of  Europe,  would  be  closed  against  general  ^ 
e^terprize.    Of  what  will  the  revolution  of  the  Peni&r 
sula  have  served,  if  Spanish  America  returns  to  its  old 
degraded  state  ?   And  humbled  at  the  feet  of  Spain,  wiU : 
uot  this  bethe  cas/e  ? But  even  toeffect.this  conquest,. does, 
not  Spain  recollect,  that  it  is  not  foreign  strength  she  omh* 
sumes,  but  that  of  her  own  vitals.  And  again,  has  she 
armies  sufficient ,  and  also  fleets  to  cover  her  enterprize }. 
In  short,  is  her  conquest  secure  i   She  ought,  also,  to  be 
mindful,  that  if  force  fails,  conciliation  is  no  longer  with?*; 
in  her  reach  i   An  impoverished  and  defeated  violence,, 
and  reiterated  acts  of  vengeance^  no  more  can  seek  for 
fraternal  feelings ;  and,besides,  is  she  not  answerable  t9 
^very  civilized  nation  of  the  eardi,  for  the  torrents  oC 
bipod  she  thus  spills?    If  this    destruction   was    the, 
penalty  of  rebellion,  she  might  be  more  at  ease ;  but  an^ 
seventeen  miilionsofinbabitants,to  be  treatedas  criminals,, 
because  a  handful  of  European  strangers^  armed  a^d  pos-^ 
sessed  of  power,  seek  to  hold  them  in  sqb^ctipni  and 
again  labour  to  impose  upon  them,  a  dismal  and  cold 
jamfornutyof  servitude  ?  What^  is  Spain  no  longer  tine* 
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toi^  Witti^humanity  ?  Little  has  she  profited  by  IWr^Wtl 
late  adversities,  if  she  is  not,  now,  ankious  to  soften  the 
miseries,  and  relieve  the  crying  wrongs  of  her  fellow 
brethren.  Hitherto  Spain  has,  unfformly,  represented  the 
insurrections  of  her  ultramarine  provinces,  as  the  mad  at- 
tempts of  faction,  founded  on  ingratitude,  partial,  arid 
be^ed  by  the  most  depraved  ;  and  has  always  endea*^ 
voured  to  underate  the^  means  and  exertions  of  her 
enemy.  But,  in  this,  she  has  only  deceived  herself.  It  iA 
oftefl  better  for  a  nation  to  be  wise  and  ghonest,  than 
Btrcmg  and  arrogant.  There  was  a  moment,  when  if  Spain 
had  possessed  only  cordiality,  and  a  disposition  to  con^ 
.  cede,  what  was  just,  all  these  horrors  might  have  been 
avoided. — Alas,  all  sober  feelings  were  stifled  by  the  con»-^ 
fidenceof  victory,  and  the  wild  hopes  of  unconditional 
sabmission.  Calamity  is  but  too  often,  the  season  of  re* 
fieaction,  and  the  pride  and  anrogance  of  man,  are  of  that 
stiff  afid  deluding  nature,  not  to  suiSer  reason  to  have 
any  scope,  till  it  Can  be  of  no  further  service. 
'  'The  other  mode  of  restoring  harmony,  and,  conse** 
quently,  Authority,  is  through  the  medium  of  conciliation^ 
and  it  is  to  be  hoped,  wheiieveiy  thing  is  well  consider^ 
edy  that  Spain  will  give  it  the  preference.  It  is  to  this, 
therefore,  that  her  attention  ought  particularly,  to  be 
turned,  as  well  as  the  efforts  of  those' who  wish  her  well* 
In  order,  however,  to  establish  a  sound  and  substantial 
basis,  it  is  necessary  to  explore,  in  the  most  impartial 
manner,  the  real  origin  of  these  dissentions,  and  to  start 
"with  a  full  determination  torernedy  them,  if  the  grounds 
have  been  just,  and  if  the  fault  is  on  the  part  of  Spain. 
Most  of  the  disputes,  which  at  various  periods,  took 
place  between  England  and  her  transmarine  settlements/ 
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were  M  the  subject  of  taxing ;  but  ia  tbe  one  iioi^r  under 
consideration,  the  material  cause,  has  been  a  weariness^ 
and  a  manifest  disposition  no  longer  to  endure  an  arbitra* 
ry  and  despotic  power,  under  a  complication  of  forn)8» 
The  Spanish  Americans,  became  restive  and  untractaUe^ 
when  they  had  arrived  at  a  point  of  degradation,  beyond 
lyhich  they  could  not  go ;  and  virhen  their  feelings,  were 
besides,  roused  by  local  insults  and  aggravations.    In  the 
revolution  of  Spain,  they  beheld  a  propitious  n^oment,  to 
secure  what  they  had,  in  vain,  sought  under  their  mo« 
narchs,  but  their  fresh  remonstrances,  were  again  treated 
with  the  usual  contempt.    Feeling,  forcibly,  the  weight 
of  the  evils,  by  which  they  were  surrounded,  and  possi- 
bly by  comparing  their  own  degraded  situation,  with  that 
fenjoyed  by  their  more  Northern  neighbours,  they  formed 
to  themselves  a  point,  to  secure  which  they  conceived 
it  their  duty  to  aim,  as  the  basis  and  criterion  of  their 
future  happiness.  But,  yet,  there  was  nothing  criminal  in 
their  calculations^  or  in  the  means  einployed  to  realize 
them.    They  had  appealed  to  the  liberality  of  legislative 
reason,  through  those  channels  which  were  open  to  them ; 
supposing,  that  the  presiding  power,  ought  to  be  guided 
,by  the  great  principles  of  equity  and  justice ;  and  that 
its  acts  ought  to  be  conformable  to  the  general  sense  of 
mankind.    They  invoked  the  spirit  of  their  ancient  lawr 
khd  charters,  but  they  met  with  nothing,  but  the  narrow- 
minded  constructions  of  subordinate  and  artificial  justice. 
Under   circumstances^  peculiarly  pressing  and  beyond 
their  control,i  they  seek,  within  themselves,  that  remedy, 
which  had  been  denied  them  at  home,  and  they  are  in« 
i^tantly  declared  out  of  the  protection  of  the  lawt  and  are. 
warred  upoi^  as  rebels^  even  without  being  hear^* 
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Trie  disposition  and  demeanour  of  the  Spanish'  Ame- 
rican people,  clearly  indicated,  that  they  sought  a  govem- 
ment, .suited  to  their  wants,  and  in  which  they  might  finiS 
full  means  of  redress,  and  an  ample  check  oyer  arbitrary 
power.  A  -government,  in  short,  founded  on  genuine  and 
practical  civil  liberty.  And  were  they  not  the  natural, 
lawful,  and  competent  judges  of  what  they  requiN 
ed?  Were  they  not  best  acquainted  with  their  own 
wants  ?  What  they  sought,  was  a  matter  of  moral  pru- 
dence, and  natural  feeling,  and  they  acted  from  the 
impulse  of  fatal  experience,  a  motive  of  all  others,  the 
most  respectable.  Time  rolled  on,  danger  stared  them 
in  the  face,  their  dejection  daily  increased,  no  relief 
came  to  hand.  Civil  liberty,  nevertheless,  is  not  a  thing 
tio  abstruse,  as  only  to  be  found  with  difficulty,  or  so 
embarrassing,  as  not  to  be  easily  put  in  practice.  It 
is  a  blessing  and  a  benefit,  which  the  Cortes  sought  to 
make  the  fundamental  pillar  of  their  new  constitution; 
and  they  now  boast,  they  have  effected  their  purpose.  If 

BO,  why  could  it  not  be  discovered,  and  equally  put  in 

practice,  in  Spanish  America! 
lio  pompous  definitions  of  rig 

books,  tending  to  confuse,  rathe 

footing  on  which  they  were  to  i 

sighed  for  and  demanded,  was  ( 

which  as  men,  they  could  endi 

tent  to  leave  the  perfection  of  tl: 

times.  To  this,  it  was  the  duty  oi 

and  in  all  soberness,  to  have  ai 

government  to  the  character  ai 

who  composed  the  extended,  I 

•mpire.  Goveniment  is  a  practi 
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to  become  the  speculative  scheme  of  visionary  politicians. 
Whilst  the  Cortes  were  making  laves,  and  framing  theories 
on  a  general  scale,  the  countries  they  vrere  intended  to 
govern,  were  dismembering,  one  from  the  other.  Civil 
liberty,  besides,  is  not  confined  to  one  specific  or  precise 
shape,  nor  will  one  form  equally  suit  every  where.  It 
must  be  modified,  enjoyed  in  different  degrees,  and  adapt- 
ed to  the  temper  and  circumstances  of  »very  country  and 
every  community.  Itsfordi  in  Spain  maybe  perfeCt,when 
on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic,  it  may  be  tyranny,  or 
too  great  a  relaxation.  The  laws  for  one  people,  must 
be  different  for  another;  hence  the  ancient  legislators  of 
Spain,  varied  their  laws  of  the  Indies  from  those  of  Cas- 
tile, and  even  kept  them  under  a  separate  administration. 
Civil  liberty,  also,  must  ?tlways  be  introduced  by  cautious 
experiment,  and  by  rational  and  cool  endeavours,  parti- 
cularly v\rhen  it  has  to  replace  the  most  abject  despotism. 
Tet  being  the  vital  spring  of  every  state ;  its  ela«ticity 
must  not  be  broken,  or  its  action  obstructed.  Still  it  must 
be  reared  gradually,  otherwise  it  degenerates  into  licen^ 
tiousness*  Whilst  it  abhors  the  ruthless  hand  of  arbitra- 
ry power,  it  only  flourishes)  where  society  is  on  a  perfect 
equipoise. 

To  determine,  however,  the  case  iu  question,  with  a 
precipe  and  firm  judgment,  it  is  necessary  for  the  govern* 
ment  of  Spain,  to  divest  itself  of  all  those  irritated  feeU 
ings,  which  have  so  long  rankled.  To  produce  a  profiil* 
able  reconciliation,  and,  at  the  same  time,  consistent  wil^ 
the  dignity  of  all  parties,  much  is  yet  to  be  dojje ;  but 
those  in  power,  ought  not  to  shrink  from  the  path  ^of 
duty,  because  it  is  thorny  and  rugged.  Hitherto,  Spaiu 
lias  acted  with  precipitation  and  rashness,  for  if  this  bnA 
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Vi0t  been  the  case,  she  would  never  haye  forgottei^  what 
her  ultramarine  provinces  bad  so  long  suffered  and  yet 
endured.    Had  her  impulse  been  just  and  equitable,  she 
would  never  have  spumed  at  their  urgent  call  for  redress, 
and  she  would  then  have  endeavoured  to  destroy  the 
stingy  instead  of  sharpening  and  envenoming  it  still  more* 
Unfortunately,  for  her,  she  however  considered  liberty 
as  a  negative  idea,  and  that  the  man  bom  on  the  other 
side  the  Atlantic,  had  inherited  no  rights  from  his  ances- 
tors ;  nor  acquired  them,  ftom  the  hand  of  nature.    Still 
clinging  to  those  ancient  principles  of  despotism,  whicji 
bad  brought  ruin  and  degradation  on  her^  own  children, 
$he  conceived  that  whatever  property  a  transmarine  sub- 
ject enjoyed,  was  the  alms  of  his  govemment;  and  that 
even  his  life,  was  held  at  its  favour  and  indulgence.  If  he 
dated  to  call  these  principles  in  question,  or  doubt  the 
supremacy  of  the  power  which  acted  conformably  to 
ti^em,  war  with  all  its  horrors,  was  the  award  of  his  ^oi|« 
tumacy. 

Alas,  the  legislative  spirit,  as  well  as  the  honour  of 
Spain,  appeared  totally  perverted  by  a  spirit  of  faction, 
l^t  in  all  afiairs  relatii^  to  Spanish  America,  has  never 
been  divested  of  full  influence.    Nay,  the  natural  feel- 
ings of  men,  appear  to  have  been  distracted  and  derang- 
ed. Every  progressive  step  has  been  by  trampling  to  the 
ground,  some  main  principle  of  justice,  or  some  chief 
maxim  of  wise  government.    Forgetful  of  her  own  fu- 
ture l^appiness  and  safety,  Spain  seemed  to  be  impelled 
by  no  other  desire,  than  to  sacrifice  her  adversaries ;  and 
whilst  she  fought  for  liberty  at  home,  she  was  struggling 
to  effect  its  total  eclipse,  on  the  other  shores  of  the  At(an- 
tic#    Whoever  has  fully  considered  the  origm  and  pro^ 
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gres^  6f  these  dissentions,  has  patiently  accompJi  lied 
me  through  their  stages,  and  has  beheld,  deliberately,  th« 
gT^ounds  on  which  the  Spanish  agents  have  acted,  will 
readily  acknowlege,  that  they  made  no  established  quali*- 
ty  of  human  action,  the  rule  of  their  justice;  or  ever  con- 
sidered, that  nothing  is  true  and  permanent  security,  but 
the  common  interest  of  all.  They  never  reflected,  tJiat 
while  they  were  rushing  into  a  headlong  course  of  vio- 
lence and  oppression,  to  destroy  the  liberties  of  their  dis- 
tant brethren,  it  was  uncertain,  how  soon  their  own  might 
h%  undermined :  for  it  was  easy  to  apply  the  tendency  of 
those  principles,  which  they  sought  to  enforce  ih  one  sec- 
tion of  the  monarchy,  as  well  as  in  the  other.  This  iU  d- 
wajrs  the  case,  where  blind  infatuation  becomes  the  mov- 
ing lever,  and  where  faction  and  party,  act  as  a  film,  ttiat 
renders  the  object  in  view,  dark  and  undistinguishabte. 
Yet,  where  wffre  those  traces  of  generosity,  humanity, 
aYid  dignity  of  mind,  of  which  Spain  has  been  so  proud 
to  boast?  Have  they,  in  this  case,  slumbered,  or  are 
they  no  longer  found  in  the  national  character?  Even  a 
common  war,  particularly  in  modern  times,  siispends  (he 
rules  of  moral  obligations,  and  even  puts  them  in  danger 
of  being  totally  abrogated.  But  the  civil  discords  o£* 
which  a  review  is  now  made,  have  struck  deep  into  the 
minds  of  the  people,  vitiated  their  natural  filings,  cor- 
rupted their  morals,  and  perverted  ev6ry  relish  fttr  equity 
and  justice.  Nay,  of  men,  thej^  have  made  savages^  in 
such  manner,  that  even  the  nafties  of  affection  imd  rf 
kindred,  have  been  converted  into  fVcsh  nfK>tivesof  htt^ed 
and  revenge. 

When,  therefore,  the  communion  of  a  countiy,  has 
hi^en  thus  dissolved,  by  the  phrensy  of  civil  cofltelition ;- 
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and  whilst  the  hostile  mind  is  still  in  fuH  vigour,  and,  in- 
deed, daily  increasing  under  a  worse  form ;  when  mutual 
massacres  and  revenge,are  the  weapons  to  which  es^ch  re- 
.sort ;  and  above  a.11,  where  a  deadly  distrust  has  been  en* 
gendered,  can  peace  be  ever  restored,  by  the  parties 
themselves  ?  How  are  th«se  mortal  adversaries  to  come 
together,  for  explanation  and  adjustment  ?  Who  can  in«^ 
spire  into  each,  mutual  confidence  ?  So  far,  we  have  be«- 
)ield  Spain,  rushing  on  in  her  unnatural  career,  not  satis- 
fied with  distracting    her  sister  provinces,  and  filling 
them  with  blood  and  slaughter,  but  even  endeavouring  to 
tear  up  with  practical  liberty,  all  the  foundations  of  hur 
inan  society,  even  degrading  and  prostituting  religion^ 
an4  pulling  dow^n  the  pillars  of  equity,  justice,  and 
order*    And  are  not  these  facts,  daily,  before  the  eyes  of 
the  other  party ;  do  they  not  form  the  basis  of  those  very 
remonstrances^  I  have  already  quoted  2    In  an  afiair  of 
this  complicated  and  irritated  nature,  can  Spain  then» 
consistently^  become  her  own  judge?    Na; 
act,  in  itself,  wrong  and  odious;  is  it  not  ai 
fall  others,  most  vexatious  and  galling?    C 
liberal,  be  expected  from  a  nation,  that  1 
confounded  the  lamentable  occurrences  of 
tiQns^  springing  solely  from  the  hardships  c 
with  the  most  deadly  crimes  of  high  treas< 
^piMEiish  Americans  expect  justice  at  the  hi 
who  have  overturned  their  rights  and  franc 
%  specific  charge  or  even  a  hearing.    Can 
any  thing  humane  and  liberal  from  those,  v 
80  often  imbrued  in  their  own  blood,  and  v 
so  frequently  glutted  with  the  plunder  of 
leaspnc^rty? 
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Likewise,  wlien  a  people  who  have  sufiered  so  totig 
and  so  much,  as  those  of  Spanish  America,  and  have  been 
Insulted  and  inflamed  by  such  repeated  aggravations, 
icfore  they  lay  down  their  arms,  they  require  some  satis* 
&ction  to  their  feelings,  more  than  a  theoretical  specula* 
tion  on  law,  such  as  the  constitution  offered  them,  but 
^hich  could  bring  them  no  practical  good.    They  have 
a  right  to  expect  something  mOre  substantial,  as  tbefr 
guarantee,  than  the  word  of  a  Viceroy  or  Captain-General. 
Nay,  after  fatal  experience,  will  they  not  look  for  more^ 
than  the  verbal  assurance  of  a  restored  monarch  ?    Of 
what  nature  that  satisfaction  ought  to  be,  it  behoves  the 
government  of  Spain  to  consider  well,  if  she  aspires  to  the 
conversation  of  a  vast,  disQonected,  and  infinitely  divetv* 
sified  empire,  whilst  it  is,  at  the  same  time,  distant  and 
generally  convulsed.    The'  existing  war,  has  now  lasted 
near  five  years,  but  the  controversy  is  of  an  old  standing. 
It  is  the  same  that  has  caused  every  commotion  m  Spanish 
America,  since  its  settlement,  and  will,  hereafter,  agitate 
it,  if  the  proper  remedy  is  not  now  applied.    Some  <rf 
the  partizans  of  Spanish  violence,  assure  us,  that  this 
enmity  now  existing,  arose  from  the  resistance  of  the  ul- 
tramarine provinces,  which  have  been  alienated,  by  their 
own  obstinacy.    They  further  argue,  that  if  they  couM 
only  be  induced  to  surrender  at  discretion,  all  sortof  re> 
gard  and  indulgence,  would  be  shewn  them.    But  who, 
is  to  be  thp  guarantee  of  this  ?    Under  the  Cortes,  they 
have  the  example  of  Caracas,  and  under  their  ancient 
kings,  they  have  that  of  Tupac-Amaru,  and  of  many 
others.    And,  besides,  who  is  to  be  answerable  to  them^ 
Yor  the  future  abuse  bf  power,  when  at  the  same  time,  it 
is  bound  by  no  compactSi  nor  restrained  by  any  terrorl 
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When  tbcy  ^re  di9aro^d,  will  they  pot  equally  become 

the  victims  of  their  despotic  rulers,  as  they  have  hitherto 

be^n?     And,  when  the  case  is  more  closely  examined, 

do  not  these  very  same  people,  ah 

present  war,  with  all  its  afSicting 

and  merciful  proceeding;  and  con 

unoffending  thousands,  as  a  seasoi 

flict^d  on  rebellious  adversaries?    1 

all  these  exquisite  refinements  of  c 

unhappy  natives  are  tortured  and  f 

rantable  practices,  authorized  by  a  s'-^*^-^  ^*' "• 

Np,  any  peace  between  Spain  an 
with  subjection  as  its  basis,  can  be  i 
pause  from  arms,  or  a  meditation  on 
history  of  the  country  itself,  will  be 
sertion.    It  will  be  like  a  wound,  clo 
that  will  soon  fester,  with  renewed  ra 
the  two  countries  to  which  I  allude 
the  annals  of  history ;  aud  this  arise 
ter  of  the  people,  and  the  peculiar 
case.    If  the  inhabitants  of  ^Spain,  cc 
to  look  impartially  at  their  own  int< 
citizens,  they  might  then  compreh 
their  fellow  brethren  in  America,  an 
meitt  to  some  rational  stysem  of  con 
we  find  that  at  home,  they  are  little 
and  the  deposition  of  the  Cortes 
proves  the  fact.    Spain  ever  was,  ai 
naay  be  considered  as  a  military  gc 
civil  power  is  very  sjibordinate.    Such  a  government  is 
deeply  interested  in  a  continuance  of  its  despotic  system 
oxer  Anjerica,  for:  every  inferiour  officer  there  beholds  a 
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tkt  Viceroyship,  Captain-Generalship,  or  soihe  other  com* 
mand,  with  which  to  renumerate  his  services,  and  in- 
crease his  fortune.  And  how  many  hungry  mouths,  ha^ 
not  Spain  now  to  fill,  after  her  past  campaigns  ?  Left  to 
herself,  Spait  will  consequently,  attempt  to  affiance  her 
accustomed  power,  on  the  degradation  of  her  American 
proTtnces,  in  defiance  of  every  principle  of  right  This, 
ii  in  fiict,  the  interest  6f  those  who  have  lately  governed, 
«•  well  aB,  of  those  who  are  about  to  govern. 

When  one  community,  is  in  any  degree,  subor(!tinate 
to  another,  particularly,  when  this  subordination  has  been 
produced  by  force,  and  not  by  consent,  the  danger  most 
to  be  dreaded,  is,  that  the  arrogance,  extreme  pride,  in- 
terest,  or  self-complacency  of  the  ascendant,  in  all  mat- 
ters of  mutual  controversy,  will  decide  in  its  own  favour, 
whenever  an  opportunity  offers.    This  is,  unfortunately, 
the  case,  even  under  governments  of  a  more  perfect  na- 
ture than  that  of  Spain ;  for  power  in  whatever  hands  it 
may  be,  even  in  conformity  to  a  corrupt  principle  in  the 
nature  of  man,  is  rarely  so  strict,  and  86  delicate,  as  to  put 
just  limitations  on  its  own  extent    Can  it  then  be  ex- 
pected, that  when  Spanish  America  is  humbled,  either  at 
the  feet  of  the  Cortes,  or  of  Ferdinand,  that  equitable 
justice  will  be  administered  to  her  ?  Can  it  be  expected, 
that  those  who   have  preferred  interest,  and  the  paltry 
Views  of  a  mercantile  faction,  to  the  substantial  good  of 
their  country,  will  then  be  more  liberal  ?    If  Spain  is  left 
tb  b^rs^lf,  will  not  force,  either  open  of  disguised,  be  the 
means  by  which  she  will  attempt  to  te-establish  her 
power;  and  of  this,  can  any  thing  but  degradation  be  the 
consequence  ?    Can  it  produce  one  single  benefit  of  a 
lasting  nature^  either  to  herself,  or  to  the  world  at  large  ? 
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Bodies,  when  connected  by  so  unnatural  a  bond^  as  vm* 
tual  hatred  and  distrust,  can  never  expect  long  to  rMi^iH 
in  a  good  understanding. 

Besides,  the  obstinacy  which  has  hitberto  marked  the 
conduct  of  the  Spanish  Goyemment,  relating  to  the  a^ 
fairs  of  Spanish  America^  a  strange  incongruity  has  also 
been  noticed.  Caracas,  Mexico^  and  Buenos  Ayres*  haxe 
uniformly  be^n  treated  as  rebellious  sections,  and  tbat»  aca 
has  been  fully  manifested,  for  erecting  Juntas,  under 
legitimate  motives,  and  then  persisting  in  their  continu- 
ance. The  Juntas  of  Chili  and  Quito,  on  the  other  Imnd^ 
though  exactly  similar,  were  actually  at  one  time,  recog« 
nized  by  the  Cadiz  government.  The  Spanish  Americana^ 
have  generally  been  held  in  the  light  of  rebels,  yet  Spa- 
nish chiefs  have  capitulated  with  them ;  in  the  beginning 
exchanged  their  prisoners,  and  had  direct  intercourse 
with  them.  And  after  so  much  inconsistency  and  in- 
justice,  will  Spain  of  herself,  learn  to  vary  her  measures? 
Governments,  have  sometimes,  been  seep  to  issue  sucli 
baneful  laws,  as  to  injure  a  community,  but  that  of  Spain 
rashly  declared  a  war»  that  could  not  £aiil  to.  dissolve  hers. 
The  timely  repeal  of  an  obnoxious  tax,  and  an  expUma« 
lory  declaration,  respecting  the  legislative  authority  of 
England  over  the  North  American  colonies,  would  at  one 
time,  have  produced  confidence  and  restored  tranquillity! 
and  how  much  the  Ciabinet  of  St,  James's  had  to  regret 
this  not  being  done,  has  been  already  shewn.  And  could 
not  $pain  here  adopt  a  most  interesting  lesson?  To 
restore  mutual  confidence  is  the  first  step  to  be  effected^ 
this  alone  can  remove  all  difficulties,  and  reconcile  aljl 
those  contradictions  occuring  in  the  complexity  of  an 
inveterate  and  rankled  dippute^  out  of  which^  in  onf» 
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iie^8>o,ati  exterminating  death  war,  ha«  originatedf,  ^tnA 
in  all  the  others,  a  deadly  hatred  and  hostility,  of  which 
no  adequate  idea  can  be  given.  Little  woiil3  have 
Buficed  in  the  beginning;  it  then  would  have  been  suf- 
ficient to  have  conceded  partially,  if  it  had  only  bfe^n 
done  with  sincerity  and  a  good  grace*  But,  after  an 
acciimulation  of  soreness,  jealously^  and  distrust,  and 
particularly  under  such  clashing  pretensions  fthd  ii*ri^ 
tated  passions,  as  those  which  now  actuate  both  partita ; 
bow  can  it  be  possible,for  ^ny  compfomise  to  be  afltected, 
imiess  through  the  benign  exertions  of  a  ratutual  friend? 
It  is  not  by  deciding  the  suit,  but  by  adjusting  the  diffe- 
rence^ that  peace  can  be  restored  and  maintained,  fhe 
parental  affection>  in  the  bosom  of  whose  authoiity,  the 
l^anish  Americans  were  wont  to  repose  their  privileges, 
and  almost  every  thing  else  the^y  had  dear  on  eartii,  hM 
become  estranjged  and  hostile,  and  it  is  not  by  repeated 
snd  indiscrhninate  slaughter,  made  against  the  universirt 
sense  of  justice,  that  it  can  again  be  reconciled,  Civi! 
war  in  the  annals  of  no  nation,  ever  produced  scenes,  sikrh 
as  those  Spanish  America  at  this  moment  presents;  and 
Spain  herself,  ought  to  be  ashamed,  at  the  sad  spectacle 
which  her  affairs  and  conduct,  in  that  quarter,  exhibit  to 
the  scorn  of  both  Europe  and  America.  Nothing  has 
yet  been  subdued,  either  by  love  or  terror.  The  Spamsfc 
forces  have  indeed  some  cities,  fortresses,  and  the  ground 
on  which  they  encamp;  but  around,  is  anarchy  and  con^ 
fusion.       Th1ey  spread  a  devastatation  of  the  vrixtnt  of 

*  In  Caracas,  where  as  before  fthewUi  the  prisoners  have  beea,«i|'> 
tually  murdered,  the  war  is  carried  on,  «  morty  prisoners  lieiDg  no 
longer  made.  The  public  acts  are  also  si^^ned,  Sdjfearofthe  RepubUe^ 
iiniLlst  of  the  death  war^  (Guerra  amuerte,) 
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kjndfii^  Vut  thc^  do  not  enlarge  the  sphere  of  ^Luthdritf^ 
or  make  its  basts  the  more  substantial.  Hitherto,  Spain* 
has  trusted  ,to  arn»  and  the  machinations  of  disoord; 
but  ,hy  this  time,  she  ought  to  have  lesLvnt,  that  at  sudk* 
a  distance,  lovje  and  affection  are  the  only  secure  holds^  to^ 
which  she  can  resort*  She  ought  also  to  recollect,  that 
il  defeated,  the  ixiass  of  her  weakness  and  violence,  will 
then  q>pear  in  its  full  light;  and  besides  her  broken!: 
.power,  she  will  have  the  scornful  censures  of  the  rest  of 
Eufopa  A  moral  and  conscientious  man,  is  cautious 
bow  he  deals  in  blood ;  and  if  so,  ought  not  natioi^ 
equally  to  feel  for  the  murders  of  unoffending  thou«^ 
sands?  Man,  also,  remembers  that  he  is  amenable  to 
the  most4readful  of  all  tribunals,  on  the  other  side  the 
grave;  and  though  nations  cannot  be  thus  judged,  their 
leaders  ought,  nevertheless,  to  know,  that  they  are  equally 
answerable  for  that  abuse  of  power  entrusted  to  themi 
and  above  all^  no  nation  is  totally  unmindful  of  tho 
0f>iniQn  of  the  rest  of  the  world. 

Cftn  England  then  who  has  so  long  been  the  upright 
and  envied  arbiter  of  all  her  neighbours,  and  who  has  just 
effected  so  much  for  the  repose  of  Europe,  continue  to 
behold  these  disasters,  and  these  ei^rmities,  with  which 
Spanish  America  is  bent  down,  and  not  make  a  strong, 
an  energetic  exertion  in  behalf  of  suffering  humairity?  ^ 
i^in  has  still  before  her,  a  road  intricate,  dark,  and  full 
of  perplexed  and  treacherous  mazes,  in  which,  if  she  has 
no  bflping  hand,  she  will  eventually  be  lost  Apdcaa 
any  one  better  than  England,  aid  by  her  advice,  or  illu« 
mine  by  her  councils?  It  is  certainly  a  delicate  thing  to 
interfere  in  a  domestic  quarrel ;  but  yet,  as  things  stand, 
there  is  no  remedy,  unless  we^  wish  to  see  Spanish  Aw^ 
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jtoi  become  the  general  tomb  of  its  inhabitants.  Thi« 
delicacy  is  increased,  by  the  peculiar  character  of  the  na-* 
tion  mo&t  interested;  but  still  we  have  foundi  that  a  tame 
aubserriency  has  always  increased  the  eviU  Hitherto^  in 
6ur  affairs  with  Spain,  we  have  not  met  with  that  succ^s 
our  parity  of  intentions  deserved ;  this  was  because  we 
were  thwarted  by  [faction,  betrayed  by  specious  friends^ 
and  slandered  by  avowed  enemies.  We  haveluul  to  deal 
with  a  people,  who  cherished  not  only  the  princij^s^ 
but  even  the  prejudices  of  tl^ir  ancestors!  yet  this  was 
because  they  conceived  them  right.  There  are  questions, 
ef  the  most  objectionable  nature,  when  fairiy  laid  before 
the  Spanish  people,  and  with  their  objects  suffidaitly 
guaranteed,  to  which  even  the  most  prejudiced  have  as^ 
sented,  and  afterwards  have  experienced  the  benefits^ 
Ther^  are  cases,  also,  of  such  a  plain  and  manifest  nature, 
as  to  admit  of  so  positive  a  demonstration,  that  even  ao  thd 
blindest  cannot  be  mistaken.  In  this  number,  most  as« 
suredly,  was  the  preferred  mediation  of  England,  and  it 
was  lost  by  nothing  but  the  interpretations  of  the  Cadiz 
|>rints.  The  war  with  Spanish  America,  as  may  be  fully 
collected  in  the  course  of  this  expos6,  originated  with 
the  governments  of  Spain,  and  not  with  the  people;  to 
them  its  grounds  were,  and  still  are,  as  strange  as  a  pro* 
blemof  Eiiclid.  In  them,  there  is  still  a  great  fund  of 
affection  towards  their  distant  brethren;  and  they  cannot, 
besides,dive8t  themselves  of  the  common  filings  of  meiu 
They  have  minds,  and  these  are  open  to  conviction.  Be- 
tween the  two  countries,  there  ever  existed  a  cordial  fim- 
tcmity,  and  one  party  never  can  forget  the  sufferings  and 
•ervices  of  the  other.  On  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic^ 
the  tide  erf  popular  regard,  had  long  continued  to  set  to- 
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Warcis  the  mother  country,  and  H  did  not  take  a  contrary 
direction,  till  war  was  declared  by  the  Cadiz  government, 
and  one  unjust  and  impolitic  act,  was  added  to  aiaother* 
But  that  government,  as  well  as  all  the  others  to  which 
it  gave  origin,  have  been  thrown  dovrn,  and  Spain  herself 
has  pronounced  their  illegality.  Would  it,  then,  be  dif- 
ficult; to  cause  the  corresponding  flow  of  affection  from 
this  side,  to  enter  its  accustomed  channels  ?  After  the 
chequered  scenes  to  which  they  have  been  exposed,  with- 
in these  last  six  years,  the  Spanish  people  must  be  sen^ 
sible,  that  to  continue  a  war  of  this  nature,  is  only  ex-^ 
^)ostfig  their  arms  to  the  possibility  of  disgrace,  betraying 
i^eirown  weakness^  and  lessening  the  public  confidence. 
They  must  be  aware,  besides,  that  this  is  ^  long  and  tedious 
meai»^  also  uncertain^  and  that  it  must  etentually  lead 
to  the  destruction  of  all  parties.  To  erect  a  new  empire 
on  the  ruin  of  their  fellow  brethren,  must  be  opposed  to 
the  honest  hopes  of  a  people,  however  deluded  they 
might  have  been ;  and  were  they  only  once  sensible  of 
the  real  situation  and  sufferings  of  the  ultramarine 
provinces,  and  fully  acquainted  vvith  the  history  of  the 
past,  I  am  not  afraid  to  affirm,  that  on  a  basis  well 
guaranteed,  they  would  be  grateful  to  any  power,  that 
would  extricate  them  out  of  the  dilemma  in  which  they 
BOW  stand. 

It  is  not  only  to  individuals  of  every  class^  but  also  to 
fiations,  that  a  continuation  of  so  fruitless,  hopeless,  and 
unnatural  a  civil  war,  as  that  vraging  between  European 
and  American  Spain,  must  be  an  object  of  affliction  and 
T^ret.  No  one  can  fail  to  feel  deep  sensations  of  grief 
and  emotion,  at  its  miserable  consequences ;  and,  in  his 
heart,  condemn  the  unjust  grounds  on  which  it  com^* 
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menced*  England  ought  also  to  be  prood  and  happy,  in 
being  now  possessed  of  such  a  combination  of  means  of 
relief,  such  as  is  rarely  obtained  by  the  most  fortuitous 
circumstances,  or  the  most  strenuous  of  human  exertions. 
And  is  she  not  answerable  to  the  whole  world,  if  she 
Jaeglects  them  ?  I  have  endeavoured,  in  the  course  of 
this  expose,  to  lay  before  my  readers,  not  only  the  nature 
of  this  warfare  now  carrying  on,  but  also  the  extent  of 
the  havoc  it  has  produced,  I  have  further  pointed  out, 
in  what  particular  stages,  the  interposition  of  the  British 
government  would  have  been  eflFectual,  and  I  will  now 
ask,  if  all  these  ravages  and  horrors  could  have  been 
foreseen,  and  if  they  could  have  been  prevented,  by 
merely  giving  offence  to  five  illegal  Regents,  and  creating 
in  the  Spanish  people  a  temporary  disgust,  would  the 
©bjectnot  have  been  worth  running  the  risk?  It  wast 
faction  of  monopolists  we  merely  had  to  overcome ;  but 
would  not  the  Spanish  people  at  large,  when  they  were 
fully  enlightened  on  the  subject,  even  have  been  grateful 
for  our  accomplishing  a  peace  ?  As  the  Mexican  letter  al- 
ready quoted,  observes,  would  not  even  the  Cortes  have 
been  reconciled,  on  receiving  remittances  of  money  and 
other  aid  from  Spanish  America,  which  could  not  be  the 
case,  as  long  as  the  war  continued  ?  Would  not  Ferdi- 
;.  nand,  now  he  is  returned,  if  he  is  only  actuated  by  those 
humane  and  just  principles  hitherto  attributed  to  him, 
have  felt  more  grateful  to  us,  onr  finding  his  monarchy 
in  peace  and  prosperity,  than  now  divided  by  discord» 
and  the  best  half  in  a  state  of  ruins  ?  Would  he  not  have 
felt  more  satisfied,  that  the  dictates  of  justice  and  equity 
bad  been  followed,  than  that  his  unworthy  agents  and 
representatives,  should  now  be  charged  with  the  murdeir 
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6f  &  million  and  half  of  his  meritorious  and  utioffetiditig 
subjects?  And  would  not  England  have  felt  more  satis- 
faction in  saving  the  lives  of  these,  and  in  sparing  their 
country  from  universal  desolation,  than  in  faVriiing  to  a 
faction,  and  being  subservient  to  the  policy  of  men,  who 
were  dissolving  that  very  cdmmuiiity  they  were  placed 
to  defend  and  consolidate?  She  ccruld  effect  the  nomi- 
nation of  Lord  Wellington,  as  Generalissimo,  as  before- 
stated,  a  measure  fifty  times  more  objectionable ;  and 
when  interest  and  humanity  pleaded  iii  behalf  of  the 
injured  and  oppressed,  meatis  Were  no  longer  within  her 
reach.  Viewing  the  matter  on  Jt  ^ihaller  scale,  the  Go^ 
Tenor  of  Curacoa,  as  will  be  seen  at  the  latter  end  of  do- 
cument I,  was  iiiformed  by  Genertil  Bolivar,  that  the 
Spanish  chief  of  Puerto  Cavello^  refhsed  to  exchange  the 
few  American  prisoner^  he  had,  comprehended  in  a  so* 
lemn  capitulation,  for  4000  Spaniards  taken  in  action, 
and  from  the  conduct  pursuing,  it  was  evident  that  the 
inurder  bf  all  miist  soon  result.  Yet,  as  an  agent  of  Eng- 
land, he  could  apply  to  the  Americans  for  the  i^lease  of 
those  Spaniards,  who  had  brdught  all  these  calamities  on 
themselves,  but  he  could  not  induce  the  latter  to  abide 
by  a  sacred  capitulation,  by  whieh  jUlhe  sought,  would 
hav6  been  obtained.  An  active  and  energetic  demonstra- 
tion, on  the  part  of  the  British  Commanders  in  the  West 
Indies,  would  have  prevented  those  horrors  detailed  in 
document  I.  would  have  saved  the  lives  of  several  thou- 
sand unfortunate  victims,  sacrificed  in  Gold  blood;  in 
like  mannef  that  an  early  attention  to  the  rising  dissen- 
tions  in  Cadiz,  would  h^ve  been  a  barrier  to  all  the  dis- 
aster^ which  have  been  generated  therefrom.  If  so,  in- 
Hividuals  ought  not  to  be  ashamed,  that  on  this>  as  well 
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MS  the  other  side  of  the  water,  they  hare  zealously  endea« 
Toured  to  aDticipate  all  this  to  the  Ministers  at  home, 
dnd  to  their  agents  abroad.  But  to  wish  well  to  Spanish 
America,  even  consistently  with  the  honour  and  interest 
of  both  Spain  and  England,  now  appears  to  be  a  crime. 
When  lately,  large  sums  were  expended  on  inconsistent 
expeditions  to  that  country,  and  in  exploring  the  foulesjt 
sources  of  information. 

The  menial,  with  equity  on  his  side,  when  contending 
to  escape  oppression,  is  an  object  frorthy  of  the  respect 
of  every  one;  and  is  not  ah  entire  nation,  with  whose 
nufferings  and  degradation  we  have  so  long  sympathized 
whilststruggUi^against  the  most  despotic  and  unjust  acts, 
deserving  of  the  regard  of  England  ?  Can  she  be  deaf  to 
the  calls  of  an  interesting  people,  whilst  the  unfeeling 
arm  of  a  dissolute  soldiery,  pours  out»  in  torrents,  their 
innocent  blood,  and  carries  iGre  and  desolation  amongst 
the  peaceful  dwellings  of  their  unoffending  clans?  Can 
she  behold,  with  unconcern,  her  ally,  resorting  only  to 
measures  inevitably  tending  to  prolong  a  war,  which  aU 
ready  makes  humanity  shudder  ?  Can  she,  any  longer, 
divest  herself  of  an  anxious  and  watchful  solicitude,  for 
the  welfere  of  a  people,  whom  both  interest  and  nature 
have  made  so  deserving  of  her  protection  ?  After  such 
carnage,  havoc,  and  destruction,  must  not  England  be 
convinced,  that  the  plan,  so  far,  adopted  by  Spain,  is 
wrong;  and  that  the  means  employed  to  carry  it  into 
execution,  are  illegal,  unwarrantable,  and  opposed  to 
^very  sense  of  humanity  and  reason  .^  Is  it  not  now  evi- 
dent,  that  to  recriminate,  is  not  the  way  to  reconcile  t 
and  tliat  to  rail  at  rebels,  even  if  the  Spanish  ^Anaerican* 
merited  that  name^  is  not  the  way  to  subdue  them  i    T» 
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carry  on  all  these  excesses,  are  not  the  uiost  funda« 
mental  of  the  Spanish  laws  themselves,  trampled  to  the 
ground  ?    The  most  express  statutes  of  the  Indies,  forbid 
the  person  of  an  Indian,  even  when  taken  in  rebellion, 
and  with     arms   in    his  hand,   from  being   hurt,    till 
brought  before  a  legal  authority ;  but,  here,  we  see  them 
wantonly  murdered  in  thousands,  even  whilst  kneeling 
fcr  mercy.  The  distressed  situation  of  Spanish  America, 
knd  the  horrid  aggravations  under  which  it  daily  in- 
creases, at  this  peculiar  moment,  presents  a  subject, 
highly  deserving  of  the  contemplation  of  the  thinking 
part  of  our  community;   and  it  becomes  a  question, 
which  every  Briton  ought  to  ask,  whether  the  dawn  which 
BOW  brightens  on  the  old  world,  ought  not  to  remove 
the  gloomy  clouds  which  overhang  the  new  one  ?    The 
conduct  of  Spain  to  her  ultramarine  provinces,  has  been 
equally  hostile  to  the  maxims  of  reason  and  justice,  at 
well  as  opposed  to  the  common  rights  of  mankind ;  and 
po  policy  whatever  can  warrant  transactions  which  are 
flagrantly  unjustt    It  is  not  only  England,  but  the  Whole 
world,  that  is  interested  in  the  cessation  of  the  horrors 
committing  in  Spanish  America,  though,  as  the  ally  of 
Spain,  England  is  the  most  interested.    If,  by  her  treaty, 
•he  is  withheld  from  this  act  of  justice,  it  is  an  engage- 
ment, made  contrary  to  the  common  feelings  of  man- 
kind, and  obvious  policy,  and  it  now  operates  as  a  league, 
against  the  most  sacred  rights  of  an  unoffending  people. 
But  if  this  treaty  was  made  with  the  Spanish  monarchy, 
it  is  biiKling  to  all  its  parts ;  and  $11  are  equally  deserving 
of  a  participation  of  the  objects  for  which  it  was  formed^ 
Ifso,*  is  not  Spanish  America  entitled  to  some  share  of 
tfiat  sympathy,  we  have  so  long  lavished  on  Spain  ?  Tes, 
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mnd  the  impartial  mind  must  be  lead  ta  conclude^  tbai 
the  dictates  of  humanity,  and  ihe  imperious  calls  of  jus* 
tice,  urge  us,  at  this  propitious  n^oraent,  to  labour  ia  a 
most  strenuous  manner,  to  put  an  end  to  the  bloody  and 
unnatural  warfare,  with  which,  that  unfortunate  country 
)8  now  desolated. 

§  In  the  preceding  division  of  my  subject,  I  appealed 
to  the  good  sepse^  humanity  and  justice  of  the  British 
govemn^ent,  as  well  as  to.  the  generous  and  sympatheuo 
feelings  of  the  people  of  England,  by  laying  before  theoi, 
H  brief  sketch  of  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  horrors  and 
epormities  committing  in  Spanish  Columbia,  urging  a 
mediatory  interference,  that  might  staunch  so  many 
wrongs,  and  put  an  end  to  such  an  useless  and  wanton 
waste  of  blood  and  treasure.  It  now  remains  for  me,  to 
briiig  forward  those  arguments  of  policy,  which  support 
my  assumed  premises,  apd  to  examine  the  grounds  of 
expediency,  which  interest  the  minister,  merchant^  and 
p<ditician« 

Ip  extending  our  views  to  the  other  ^ide  of  the  At^* 
limtic,  the  mind  is  filled  with  pleasurable  wonder  %s4 
fUBtonishfnent,  on  beholding  the  situation,  extei^,  and  va- 
ried resources  of  that  immense  continent,  ranging  from 
the  MissMsscippi  to  Cape  Horn,  and  washed  l^y  two  great 
oceans.  Gifted  with  the  choicest  bounties  of  nature,  if 
we  examine  its  numerous  and  diversified  prx>du^tiions,  we 
shall  discover  luxuries  vsrhich  deceive  the  burclen  ^ 
life,  substantial  food  and  drugs,  which  support  and  pr(>* 
long  it;  and  if  we  refer  to  our  import?,  besides  coin  an4 
bullion,  we  shall  see  we  are  indebted  to  it,  for  most  qf 
those  manufacturing  materials,  which  invigorate  t3» 
•pripgs  of  our  national  industry,  and  extend  and  amiP^ 
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some  of  the  most  interesting  branches  of  our  foreign  and 
ckmiestic  commerce.    This  is  not  a  desert,  such  as  our 
North  American  settlements  were,  in  the  time  of  Chartes 
tfje  1st,  and  where  the  indigenes  retired,  to  make  room 
for  the  white  population.      This  continent,   contained 
several  great  and  extensive  empires,  before  it  was  disco- 
vert by  Europeans;  rich,  fertile,  and  highly  civilized; 
in  which,  the  population  became  partly  blended  with  the 
conquerors  and  settlers.     And  certainly  possessed  of  so- 
many  advantages,  it  bids  fair,  at  some  future  period  of 
time,  to  become  an  assemblage  of  powerful  8tates,equally 
rich  and  flourishing  with   many  kingdoms  of  Europe. 
Mexico,  in  particular,  according  to  the  recent  and  faith- 
ful delineations  of  Humboldt,  presents  advantages,  un- 
equalled in  any  other  section  of  the  earth.    In  ceralia,  it' 
is  the  richest  country  under  the  sun,  abundant  in  legumi- 
nous and  bulbou6  plants,  and  besides,  affords,  every  ar- 
ticle of  West  Indian,  Asiatic,  and  European  prodoctiom 
It  possesses  the  convenience  of  whale  and  other  fisheries, 
on  the  South  seas ;  and  from  its  Atlantic  ports,  grains 
and  meat  may  be  supplied  to  the  West  Indies  and  Eu- 
vope,  and  hemp  and  ship-timber,  may  be  had  for  our 
navy. 

Nor  are  these  advantages  confined  to  the  kingdom  of 
New  Spain.  Every  other  section,  in  some  measure,  par- 
takes in  them.  Peru  might  supply  us  with  cotton,  wine, 
ails,  &c.  Chili  can  present  us  with  wheat,  hemp,  and  flax, 
and  from  the  partial  intercourse  we  have  had  with  other 
sections,  we  have  already  learnt  the  nature  and  value  of 
their  exports.  This  great  mass  of  advantages,  has,  in- 
deed, hitherto^  been  of  little  or  no  benefit  to  the  world  at 
Urge,  or  even  to  their  own  possessors;  but  still  they 
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ea&i$t,  and  H  only  requires  a  benign  coiiklnf^iioii  of <;k« 
cumstances,  to  call  them  forth.  Roused  fr<mi  the  le* 
tbargy  of  many  ages,  freed  from  the  shackles  \rhich  a 
ffUse  policy  had  imposed  on  agriciiltiire  and  trade,  and 
placed  imd^r  the  auspices  of  a  beniQcent,  enlightened, 
and  liberal  government,  Spanish  Anierica  divided  into 
two  empires,  would  soon  eniulate  a  stage  of  ttrength 
and  grandeur,  scarcely  surpassed,  in  ancient  or  niodam> 
history, 

In  thus  taking  a  general  view  of  this  interesting  and 
comprehensive  sulyect,  so  numy  are  the  powerful  eoo-*. 
sid^rations  which  rush  upon  the  mind,  that  H  woukl  be 
impossible,  in  s^ch  confined  limits  as  these,  toindividu* 
alize  them  alL  Yet  the  hopes  of  the  enlightmied  mdr^ 
ohantx  and  the  real  interests  of  th^  nation,  at  thin  propi* 
tious  moment,  demand  that  they  should  be  mat^iraly 
I2^gbed»  a«d  deliberately  examined^  Standing,  as  w« 
4o,  at  the  happy  close  of  one  of  the  moat  momeutQua 
struggles  that  ever  occurred  in  the  annals  of  history^  by 
^hich  an  enormous  debt  has  been  aceumuteted  on  the 
ihpulder^  of  our  children;  it  behoves  us  to  lay  that  soUdt 
groundw^k,  for  present  as  weil  as  future  enterprize,  thait 
may  ensure  its  reduction,  and  compensate  for  the  heavy, 
burdens,  witb  which  the  pres^»t  deration  has  be^ 
Ipaded,  Nay,  it  be^mes  of  the  greatest  imj^rtanoa  ta 
the  whole  state,  tp  seek  new  sources  of  interooMj^e  aacl 
trade,  and  especially  to  improve  every  opening,  Hrhicb 
under  all  emergencies,  we  can  controuL  The  cobh 
mercial  prosperity,  and  consequent  strengUi  and  grta** 
«iess  of  England,  have  long  been  the  envy  of  the  £tHX>peaii 
contineot;  and  notwithstanding  the  £^vourabIe  issue  Q$ 
tbe  waf^  whQ  eafiksnc^that  it  will  n^t  sgaip  become  the 
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same  ?  Conmeice,  alto^  amongst  owfelvda,  hat  dwiyir 
been  looked  upon  at  the  very  heart-blood  of  our  national 
existence^  and  tbe  cauae  and  essence  of  our  greataef  •• 
And^  vfhere  cas  we  look  for  ita  increase,  or  combine  ila 
progressire  growth,  witb  such  settire  jaospecta,  as  in  ai 
Goontiy,  yet  in  a  virgin  state^  affordii^  the  prodiictt 
of  aU  the  zones,  besides  precious  metals,  and  twea  aK 
Bsady,  openrag  to  us  a  hurge  consaiDption  of  fine  «^ 
coarse  goods? 

•  I  tan  induced  to  take  this  survey  of  the  resouroes  of 
the  continent  of  Spaoisb  America,  not  only  for  the  pur^ 
pose  of  supporting  the  tenour  of  my  arguments,  <m  tfar- 
grounds  of  policy ;  but  also,  to  correct  many  prc^udioea, 
which  exist  in  the  public  mind,  with  regard  to  Spanish 
American  trado  in  general.  No  sooner  was  the  British 
standard  displayed  on  the  shores  of  La  Plata,  than  Sir 
Home  Popbam,  wrote  his  circular  to  the  principal  mant»« 
fiK^turing  towns,  to  urge  the  shipmmt  of  goods,  induciny 
them  to  believe,  that  full  soope  was  open  for  their  enter* 
jMiKe.  The  grounds,  on  which  these  invitetions  wera 
amde,  were  extremely  fallacious,  and  produced  tbe  fiital 
losses,  thence  experienced.  Notwithstanding  BuesKA 
Ayres  is  the  k6y  to  Chili,  and  great  part  of  Peru,  as  weH 
from  its  geographical  sil^iation,  as  from  the  facility  of 
travellmg  the  pampas,  and  the  diflleulty  and  delay  of 
doubling  C^pe  Horn,  it,  nevertheless,  ceased  to  such,  as 
long  as  the  town  was  held  in  a  hostile  manner  by  the 
British ;  interiour  communication  being  cut  off.  Boetios 
Ayres  and  its  districts,  cannot  be  reckoned  to  contain 
more  than  130,000  souls,  and  this  was  the  whole  then 
held  under  controL  Our  consumption  of  goods,  was, 
^refore,  limited  to  that  quantum  ot  populaAioo^  for  tho 


Digitized  by 


Google 


426 

Biiier  prcyvinces,  instead  of  organizing  relations  of  trade, 
and  sending  their  mules  loaded  with  dollars,  and  their 
boats  with  productions,  were  actually  collecting  troops 
to  repel  us  ;  nay,  fbrces  were  even  marching  from  Lima, 
Md  communicaUon  with  the  points  in  our  possession, 
was  held  treason  by  the  Spanish  chiefs.  Under  impres- 
sions very  different  from  these  fiicts,  it  was,  thatour  mer- 
ebants  vied  with  each  other  in  extensive  shipments,  at 
heavy  freights  and  great  expences.  Their  cargoes,  were, 
moreover,  ill  assorted  for  the  market^  and  to  such  an  ex- 
•CSS,  that  at  any  other  time,  they  could  never  have  been 
consumed*  The  entire  importations  into  Buenos  Ayres, 
from  the  mother  country,  were  never  rated  at  more  than 
five  millions  of  dollars,  including  many  of  her  own  pro- 
ductions, and  we  are  calculated,  at  that  time,  to  have 
shipped  there,  nearly  that  quantity  of  pounds  sterling  ia 
dvy  goods  and  hardware  alone ;  most  of  which  were  in 
opposition  to  the  taste  of  the  country ;  and  of  many  ar^. 
tides,  even  the  use  was  not  known.*  This  was  the 
worst  of  the  sections  of  Spanish  America,  for  an  excess 
df  dry  goods,  in  consequence  of  the  supplies  that  come 
4own  from  the  manufiicturing  districts  of  Cochabamba, 
trherex^ottons  suitable  for  the  Indians  and  lower  orders, 
are  made.  This  temporary  glut,  will,  however,  be  of  es* 
sential  service,  by  increasing  the  future  consumption  of 
British  articles,  for  these,  by  their  cheapness^  being  theo^ 

;*  Ai  an  iuftance  of  the  want  of  judgement,  with  which  eargoep 
were  select^*  I  can  quote  the  fact  of  a  merchant,  who,  on  seeing 
blankets  sent  out,  supposed  they  must  want  every  thin^  else  used  in 
a  cold  climate,  and  he  consequently  shipped  a  large  assortment  of 
warming  pans.  When  seen  by  the  people  of  Buenos  Ayret,  they  asked 
whether  the  Britiph  dressed  their  ?ictaab  in  them. 
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thrown  into  the  market,  were  gradually  purchased  by* 
the  natives,  who  were  thus  taught  new  wants,  and  had 
their  own  manufactures  greatly  supplanted.  These  be* 
ueficial  effects  are  already  becoming  visible,  for  encou- 
raged by  the  better  systems  of  the  new  government, 
Buenos  Ayres,  that  formerly  imported  five  millions  of 
dollars,  in  foreign  articles,  last  year,  exceeded  twelv^ 
and  the  returns  have,  also,  doubled^  Who  would  have 
thought  that  coals  and  English  fire  grates,  would  become 
articles  of  export  to  La  Plata ;  or,  that  by  our  inter* 
course,  we  should  have  taught  the  inhabitants  the  use  of 
many  conveniences  and  wants,  before  unknown  to  themi 
and  that,  in  so  short  a  time,  we  should  have  contributed 
to  more  than  double  their  imports  ?  This  instance,  alone, 
iends  to  shew,  how  much  the  resources  of  that  country, 
might  be  improved,  and  how  extremely  deserving  it  is, 
both  of  the  attention  of  government,  and  of  our  mercan^ 
tile  interests. 

The  great  avidity,  with  which  the  British  merchant* 
pressed  forward  to  reap  the  rich  and  tempting  harvest, 
wiiich  they  supposed  was  then  open  to  them,  was  the 
great  cause  of  their  misfortunes,  and  they  also  suffered, 
greatly,  from  the  extravagance  and  dishonesty  of  their 
agents,  many  of  whom  became  rich,  whilst  the  owners 
Were  made  bankrupts.  But  the  fault  of  all  this,  was  not 
in  the  trade  of  the  country,  but  in  the  manner  in  which 
those  speculators,  mistook  a  large  and  sudden  flood  of 
untried  benefits,  which  they  then  supposed  would  rush 
on  the  world,  without  considering  the  actual  state  of  the 
country,  to  which  they  were  sending  out  their  goods.  We 
then  commenced  a  trade  with  an  isolated  point,  and  in 
consequence  of  our  losses,  we  threw  the  whole  blapie  ia 
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%  $mmfixig  mwiM,  on  tlie  whole  of  South  AmeiAtB. 
Tcft  when  we  come  to  examine  the  imports  fVom  Europe, 
MBBuaied  in  the  varkms  sections,  we  ^hall  find,  that  no 
6lfaer  quafter  of  the  |;lobe,  presents  so  iavourable  a 
piDtpecty  or  such  a  field  for  the  enterprise  of  man. 
S  Notwidistaiidipg  the  r^egraded  state  in  which  Spanish 
has  se  long  remained,  the  want  of  encourage^ 
and  the  extortions  and  shackles  >f  government^ 
Hie  total  Euf0pean  imports,  by  Humboldt,  are  estimated 
si  M,S0O|00O  dollars^  independent  of  contraband  trade^; 
toper  fallowing  scale. 

thmholdt^s  Statement  of  entire  importations  into  all  Spa^* 

nish  Americam 

Dollan. 
CsjKain  Gener^lsfcip  of  Havana  ai|d  Pusrto  IU€o.,^]l/)00>00(| 

Viceipyaltjrof  NewSp^il^  aud  C^Uw  Gcaemlship) 

of  Guatemala:.. ,..,-,.,,-.^..^ _J22,000,000 

l^ceroyalty  of  New  Granada  ..— .— — ..  Q,7fiO,Q9Q 

CaptaiB-Generalship  of  Caracs^  ••«  ,  m^^  • .  ^«.  m^^  •  •  •  5,5QQ,000 
Vicerojralty  of  Peru,  and  Captain-Generalship  of  Chili  11,500,000 
VieeroyaHy  of  Buenos  Ayres  .-. —  3,50Q,000 

Tom  9imaal  iqiporti^on  to  Spi^usb  4Biaiica^J^t2Q0«0P4 
59,200,300  doUars,  a$  4s.  6(;U*-iS13»32D,000#t(urliflf.^ 

.  MsA  »  tUs  a  tnde,  not  worth  %^  attention  of  ^e 
British  goy^^roiqa^nt;  one,  tiiat  by  ihe  Spanish  Cu^om 
IJbusa  ratuQisi,  md^r  lev^ry  disadTa9titge>  i^depeMent  <tf 
opQtrabaD4  irad^f  which  iis  known  \o  amDuat  to  at 
Iff^  o«e  h?4f>  !^  at  the  low  proporti((Hi  lit  which  t^  ^^ 
tiraaare  latad  by  Humboldt^  eKpeed9  MHrtee»  wilUons 
8te)F)in^?  In  tipe  preceding  scale,  BjuepQS  Aftm  ia  only 
Tfted  9^  SJ^QOfiOO  doUai^,  and  its  i<egu)ar  ^atinif^ipQ  cgi 
t^  sfK^  eypfmib  6f«  wiliops;  sp  ttietr  ^w  ve  come 
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to  consider  the  immetiBe  limuggliDg  tra^e^  to  whi^ 
every  faciUty  was  given  by  l^e  corruption  of  the  gmnb; 
and  virhich  was  not  only  carried  on  from  the  diffisieiil 
West  India  islands,  but  also  in  the  Epglish  and  United 
States  whaling  expeditions  to  the  South  Seas,  and  front 
the  frontiers  of  the  latter,  to  the  inner  provinces  of 
Mexico^  it  is  a  very  fair  estimate  to  lay  down  the  total 
annual  consumption  of  Spanish  America>  kx  impcnrted 
articles,  at  eighty  millions  of  dollars,  or  sixteen  miUioiMi 
pounds  sterling,  a  calculation  in  strict  conformi^  with 
the  very  best  authorities.    Still,  can  I  aver,  from  my  «wa 
experience,  as  well  as  from  official  Spanish  document^ 
that  not  one-third  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  immense 
country,  have  hitherto  been  in  the  habits  of  wearing  im- 
ported goods.    By  an  official  report  in  my  possessioOp 
out  of  the  seveii  millions  of  inhabitants  contained  in  New 
Spain,  it  appears,  that  only  one  million  used  fore^ 
cloathing,  from  its  being  too  dear  for  the  poverty  of  the 
remainder.    Indeed  the  Indians  and  casts,  are  kept  in  sq 
degraded  a  state,  that  they  have  not  the  means  to  makle 
the  purchase,  and  are  obliged  to  content  themselves  with 
TS^,  and  the  coarse  homespun  cottons  and  woollens,  they 
themselves  manufacture.    It  has  been  calculated,  and 
\vith  sufficient  accuracy,  that  on  an  average,  each  in* 
habitant  of  the  United  States,   consume  yearly,   JU 
worth  of  British  manufactures;  yet  a  trade  to  a  warmer 
country,  is  more  profitable,  from  a  larger  proportion  dl 
fine  goods  entering  into  the  consumption^    The  state  of 
ifvar  in  which  Spanish  America  had  been  long  kept,  and 
the  dear  rate  at  which  its  inhabitants  were  obliged  to 
purchase  their  cloathing,  drove  the  lower  orders  to  the 
expedient  af  manu&cturing  their  <jptt0ft  tnd  w^l^r  o» 
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which  occasion,  a  native  writer  observed,  that  they  \f  efd 
indebted  to  England,  by  the  war  she  carried  on  against 
them,  for  having  taught  them  to  supply  considerable 
part  of  their  own  cloathing. 

Thus  our  own  impolicy,  added  to  the  mono{)oIies  of 
the  mother-country,  principally  gave  rise  to  the  esta- 
blishment of  manufactures  in  Spanish  America;  and  the 
cessation  of  these  causes,  and  the  creation  of  a  rivalship 
in  prices,  quality,  and  imitation,  would,  consequently, 
render  their  continuation  useless,  and  we  might,  eventu* 
ally,  secure  the  entire  consumption  of  seventeen  millions 
of  people.  The  natives  of  Spanish  America  became 
manufactuters,  from  necessity,  for  it  cannot  be  supposed, 
that  a  people,  possessed  of  extensive  and  fertile  regions 
to  cultivate,  and  a  comparatively  thin  population,  would 
adopt  a  sedentary  line  of  life,  from  choice^  Noy  they 
have  only  done  it,  because  the  productions  they  might 
raise,  were  of  no  value  from  the  want  of  trade ;  and  being 
possessed  of  the  raw  materials,they  recurred  to  home  ma- 
nufactures, from  not  having  wherewith  to  purchase  im- 
ported goods.  These  manufactures,  are,  besides,  unaided 
by  machinery  and  art,  of  course,  they  will  die  away, 
when  better  and  cheaper  goods  come  into  competition  j 
and  when  that  period  arrives,  the  consumption  of  Spanish 
America,  will  exceed  one  hundred  and  eighteen  millions 
of  dollars,  and  rapidly  increase  as  new  wants  are  created. 

The  United  States,  have,  hitherto,  been  very  great 
suppliers  of  goods  in  their  sister  continent,  this  being  a 
trade  in  which  the  British  merchant  has  had  little  share. 
In  the  year  1805,  twenty  millions  were  exported  from 
England  to  North  America,  alone;  and  our  united  ex- 
ports, westwards,  th#t  year,  did  not  exceed  twenty- three 


Digitized  by 


Google 


431 

millions.  In  1808,  after  the  intercourse  with  the  Uoit^ 
States,  had  been  interrupted,  five  millions  only  were  ex- 
})orted  to  that  country,  and  eighteen  naillions  to  tha 
Spanish  main  and  the  West  Indies ;  from  which  it  ap« 
peared,  that  out  of  the  said  twenty  millions  imported 
from  this  country  by  North  America,  thirteen  millionA 
were  destined  to  supply  the  Spanish  shores  of  the  At^. 
lantic;  and,  indeed,  it  is  a  fact,  that  only  half  our  ex- 
ports to  the  North  American  market,  are  consumed 
there,  the  remainder  being  reshipped,  and  sent  to  the 
Spanish  main,  to  ptrocure  valuable  returns.  In  1809, 
seven  millions  were  exported  to  North  America,  4Emd 
nineteen  to  the  Spanish  settlements  and  West  Indies; 
and  in  1810,  our  total  exports,  westwards,  reached 
twenty-eight  millions,  from  which  it  may  be  concluded, 
that  by  proper  management,  the  trade  to  Spanish  Ame- 
rica might  be  made  the  most  valuable  of  any  we  have> 
might  yet  be  considerably  increased,  and  is,  of  conse- 
quence, deserving  of  the  most  serious  consideration;  £or 
it  might  also  be  rendered  the  most  secure.  In  the  year 
1802,  Cadiz  alone  received  from  all  Spanish  America, 
64,742,033  dpUars  in  precious  metals,  and  27,096,814 
do.  in  colonial  productions;  a  sum  equal  to  the  total  im- 
ports of  England,  in  1790,  which  did  not  exceed  eighteea 
millions  sterling. 

Such  is  the  import  trade  and  consumption  of  the 
united  sections  of  Spanish  America;  such,  are  the  im- 
provements of  which  both  are  capable;  nor  are  the  re- 
turns less  interesting,  being  coniposed  of  the  richest  pro* 
ductions  of  nature,  besides  forty-two  millions  of  dollars 
in  coin,  which  might  be  easily  increased.  This  is  there- 
lore  a  connection  of  the  greatest  possible  importance  U» 
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ihe  tMrpantite  interestB  of  the  British  empire^  and  \tritfy 
hi  future,  he  of  great  political  consequence  in  the  affairs 
of  Europe.  Wehave^  hitheftd,  heheld  the  shutting  up 
<rf  one  ccmtihent  against  w^,  as  the  precursor  df  ruin ;  the 
tfptmng,  therefore,  of  another,  with  such  valuable  re- 
iources,  ought  to  be  an  object  of  national  gladness.  Our 
eicistence,  as  a  nation,  depends  on  our  commerce,  this 
Tequires  peace,  it,  therefore,  behoves  us  to  quench  the 
flames  of  war,  wherever  we  can  promote  the  pursuits  of 
i^riculture  and  tra9e;  itiore,  especially,  in  the  regions 
imt  of  the  reach  of  those,  who  only  lately  were  our  com- 
mcna  enemies.  The  history  of  commerce,  in  this  country, 
records  no  instance  df  calamity,  so  severe  and  so  exten- 
sive, as  that  we  have  lately  experienced,  and,  on  the  other 
hand,  it  is  universally  acknowledged,  that  we  can  only 
relieve  the  burdens  which  have  so  long  rested  on  the  peo- 
ple, but  when  our  manufactures  and  trade  increase,  in  a 
c^rfespondmg  degree.  Whoevey  has  viewed  Spanish 
America,  with  a  careful  eye,  will  readily  admit,  that  itrf 
long  neglected  regions,  contain  more  resources  than  any 
•tber  section  of  the  globe ;  and  besides  its  great  and  in- 
cveasing  consumption  of  goods,  and  valuable  territorial 
productions,  it,  alone,  affords  precious  metals  to  the 
world.  Constant  and  adequate  supplies,  will  make  the 
people  agricultural ;  When  they  have  wherewith  to  go  to 
ttiarket,  their  wants  will  increase,  and  to  England  might 
dievolve  a  large  portion  of  their  supplies.  If  there  is  a 
eountiy,  in  the  world,  that  by  its  trade,  can  ever  retriev* 
eur  pecuniary  wants,  if  we  ever,  in  thne,  hope  to  wipe 
.  twaytlie  enormous  debt  we  are  entailing  on  our  poste* 
wty,  or  alleviate  the  burden  already  pressing  upon  us,  for 
ili  Support,  this  is  the  only  region  under  the  sun,  whefe 


Bigitized  by 


Google 


4^ 

the  adequate  r^Jources^  are  in  embryo,  fet,  whilst  Tre 
bebald  our  parltftments  and  statesmen,  busied  in  regulat- 
iag  th^  India  trade^  that  only  amounts  to  six  millions 
y«ariy;  whilst  we  see  their  time  and  talents,  absorbed 
ki  questions  of  infinitely  minor  import,  this,  alone,  is 
baried  in  {Profound  silence ;  this,  alone,  is  supposed  un- 
deserving of  notice.  A  comparative  view  of  th6  Spanish 
Qltramarine  provinces,  with  the  British  possessions  in 
the  East  Indies,  will  further  elucidate  their  importance, 
even  in  their  degraded  state,  and  provct  that  though  the 
population  is  so  much  smaller,  they,  nevertheless,  afford 
more  net  revenue,  than  even  our  choice  regions  in  Asia* 


Spanish 
America. 

English  pos- 
sessions in 

Extent  in  fquare  kai^net  of  S5 
to  the  eq^uatorial  degree ...  .... 

460,000 

48,300 

Population ....J *..,. 

17,000,000 

39,000,000 

Gross  revenue  i^  dollars  

38,000,000 

43,000,000 

Net  revenue  in  dollars  

8,000,000 

3.400,000 

As  tiiese  valuable  provinces  have  hitherto,  stood,  Httk 
Ot  no  trade  has  been  carried  on,  excepting  in  partial 
portsof  the  Atlantic;  but  the  whole  of  the  interiour  of 
Peru  and  Mexico,  great  part  of  the  shores  of  the  Pa- 
^ific»  as  well  as  many  other  sections,  are  perfectly  in  a 
stagnant  state ;  for  besides  the  ravages  of  war,  what  spe- 
culations  can  be  expected  from  local  merchants^  when 
they  are  Hot  certain^  for  a  month  together,  to  whom  they 
are  to  belong;  when  in  their  present  unsettled  state,  they 
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are  ignorant  whether  the  fate  of  Poland  awaits  them^ 
whether  they  are  to  be  delivered  over  to  the  fuiy  and  re- 
venge of  the  Cortes»  or  of  Ferdinand;  or  whether  they 
are  to  become  an  English  colony ;  and  when^  at  the  tame 
time,  they  are  daily  exposed  to  the  ravages  of  a  dissolute 
armed  force.  The  trade  of  Vera  Cruz,  alone,  is  esti- 
mated at  five  millions  sterling,  per  annum*  For  the 
three  last  years,  it:  has  been  suspended,  from  the  roadt 
being  in  possession  of  the  insurgents^  and  has  therefore 
been  a  blank  to  the  enterprize  of  the  world.  Under  cir- 
cumstances so  precarious,  then,  the  native  merchant  can- 
not be  expected  to  adventure;  and  though  many  of  the 
above  dreads,  at  first  sight,  appear  imaginary,  they,  ne- 
vertheless exist ;  for  the  ultramarine  provinces  have  in 
vain  demanded  of  the  Cortes,  what  was  to  be  their  ulte- 
riour  fate,  in  case  the  Peninsula  was  lost  England  has 
also  maintained  a  profound  silence,  whilst  the  first  Re- 
gency to  whom  they  appealed,  told  them,  they  were  to 
belong  to  the  mother  country ^  even  in  the  worst  event  of 
fortune* 

The  actual  uncertainty  of  things,  has  thus  destroyed 
all  confidence,  nor  can  it  be  expected,  that  men,  whose 
peculiar  character,  is  precaution,  will  put  their  hidden 
trea8urt;s  into  circulation,  when  they  have  the  example 
of  forced  loans  before  them ;  extremes  to  which  the  vice- 
l-oys  of  Mexico,  and  other  sections,  have  long  been 
driven,  and  when  they  are,  at  the  same  time,  fearful, 
that  at  no  distant  period,  they  may  be  transferred,  by 
sale  or  contract,  to  some  European  power,  who  may 
have  the  most  to  throw  into  the  scale,  when  a  general 
pacification  comes  to  be  agitated.  Thus  it  is  for  the 
want  of  confidence,  as  well  as  from  extensive  ravages, 
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that  the  trdde  of  Spanish  America  is  ruined ;  whilst  on 
the  other  hand,  all  her  resources  are  drying  up  and  de- 
stroyed* 

The  facts  t  have  just  stated,  are  of  such  a  nature,  as 
not  to  admit  of  a  contradiction,  they  are  founded  on  an 
intimate  acquaintance  with  the  countries  to  which  they 
refer,  and  are  confirmed  by  every  intelligent  native  and 
traveller.  Humboldt,  marks  the  great  improvement  of 
which  these  countries  are  susceptible,  but  instead  of  at- 
tacking the  principles  on  which  they  have  been  governed^ 
(the  falsity  and  injustice  of  which,  are  universally  ac- 
knowledged)  hfe  confines  himself  to  a  collection  of  facts, 
and  the  proving  of  what  commercial  importance,  the  re-^ 
lations  of  Europe  will  become  in  Spanish  America,  when- 
ever she  is  freed  from  the  fetters  of  an  odious  monopoly^ 
disadvantageous  even  to  the  mother-country.  A  con- 
nection, therefore,  with  a  country  like  this,  is  of  the  ut- 
most consequence;  for  besides  its  rich  aiid  almost  virgin 
resoUrcies,  in  proportion  as  it  is  raised  from  degradation^ 
its  inhabitants  would  prosper  and  be  happy,  and  bound 
to  us  by  the  tie  of  gratitude,  whatever  be  the  future 
convulsions  of  Europe,  we  might  in  them  find  a  com* 
munity  of  steady  friends^ 

In  order  to  render :  the  preceding  View  of  the  trade 
and  resources  of  Spanish  America,  more  strong  and  for-> 
cible,  I  have  annexed  an  estimate  of  odr  imports  and  ex* 
ports  to  Spain,  for  a  given  period  of  years,  which,  though 
it  cannot  be  taken  for  a  fair  and  permanent  criterion, 
will,  nevertheless,  point  out  the  great  transcendency  oi 
the  one  over  the  otheri 
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An  Account  of  the  Official  Value  of  the  Imparts  and 
Exports  of  Great  Britain^  from  and  to  Spain  and 
the  Canariesy  in  each  of  the  undermentioned  Years. 

Imported  iDto.     1 

Exported  from.                  1 

yenfi. 

Bnglaiid. 

Scotlaod. 

EnglaQd.      1 

Scotland 

^ 

II 

•9j 

It 
So 

,1 

h 

n 

1600 
1801 
1802 
1S03 
1804 
1805 
I80e 
1807 
1808 
1809 

701i307 
590,832 
786,878 
910,055 
887,742 
691,768 
710,816 
986,489 
560,275 
896,801 

8,882 
4,784 
81,953 
82,112 
11,237 
24,401 
12,666 
6,669 
16,828 
11,619 

454,618 

1,040098 

579,543 

770,936 

89,015 

37,154 

25,862 

630,078 

1,746788 

3,388 

65,481 

349,990 

809*158 

884,561 

81,6|1 

36,153 

79,548 

840,500 

555,840 

1,856 
8,938 

585 
3,800 

754 
1,154 

4,435 

109,669 

548 

801 

4,168 

180 

18,794 
1,631 

S  Tbe  exports  of  Spaasisfa  America,  by  the  custom* 
bouse  returns,  amount  to  69  million  dollars,  in  precious 
matali  «ik1  territorial  productions;  and  certainly,  little 
would  ^>  requisite  to  double  them.  The  annual  coinageof 
all  the  secl^ona,  iscalculMedi^  42  millions  of  dollars;  and 
beyond  doubt,  the  liberty  and  security  of  mercantile  re- 
lations, would  have  a  prodigious  effect  on  the  precious, 
metals,  extracted  from  the  mines,  not  only  from  the  con- 
sequent cheapness  of  iron  and  mercury,  but  ako,  from 
the  improvements  of  the  mechanical  and  chemical  parts 
pf  obtaining  and  preparing  the  ores.    It  is  a  £ict  well 
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established,  that  the  most  expensive,  ts  well  as  the  most 
laborious  part  of  mining,  is  the  draining  of  the  mines, 
and  the  bruising  and  amalgamation  of  the  mineral ;  ope- 
rations which  are  now  performed  by  weak  and  defective 
machinery.  Consequently,  the  introduction  of  the  steam 
engine  and  new  apparatus,  would  not  only  reduce  the 
expence,  but  would  also  double  the  annual  produce  of 
the  mines.  The  hands  thus  disengaged  from  an  un- 
healthy labour,  might  be  turned  to  the  cultivation  of  the 
soil.  The  application  of  the  steam  engine,  to  draining 
and  working  the  mines  in  Spanish  America,  is  an  object 
of  infinite  consequence  to  the  Spanish  government,  and 
that  of  England  is,,als6,  greatly  interested  in  its  promo- 
tion. Besides  relieving  humanity,  it  is  to  a  commercial 
people,  highly  advantageous  to  have  the  coinage  of  a 
country  doubled,  with  which  we  have  any  rektions,  and 
the  libiiral  manner  in  which  this  point  has  been  attaided 
to,  in  a  late  case,  is  iextremcly  honourable  to  the  heads  of 
office*  The  coinage  of  Spanish  America,  by  the  resto- 
ration of  peace  and  the  steam  engine  alone,  might  be 
more  than  doubled,  and  from  42  millions  it  might  be 
raised  to  100  millions.  According  to  the  observations 
of  Humboldt,  the  prosperity  of  New  Spain,  for  example, 
has  increased  considerably  within  few  years,  notwith- 
standing the  defects  of  Jhe  colonial  regimen;  what  there*- 
fore  miight  not  be  expected,  by  a  change  of  system, 
^nd  the  introduction  of  the  discoveries  and  improve- 
ments of  art?  If,  according  to  the  same  authority,  the 
precious  metals  obtained,  have  tripled  in  53  years,  and 
sextupled  in  100;  what  an  immense  augmentation,  would 
-QOt  tliis  branch  of  public  industry  and  revenue  receive, 
by  liberal  plaos,  and  especially,  by  securily  in  the  ma- 
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ritime  communications  ?  According  to  an  oflScial  report 
in  my  possession,  the  following  is  the  state  of  the  miuei 
in  P^ru.-^ 

Gold  mines  in  an  active  i^nd  working  slate  60 
Silver  ditto  4itto  ditto         7H 

Quicksilver  ditto         -^  ditto  4    . 

Lead  ditto  ditto  ditto  1^ 

Copper  ditto        dittp  ditto  4 

Total  active  mines  in  Peru,  in  1793  673 

Gold  mines  abandoned  for  sundry  reasons    29 
Silver  ditto  ditto  ditto  &88 

Total  mines  in  Peru,  exclusive  of  Quito  and 

Buenos  Ayres.  1490 

In  the  following  statement,  few  gold  mines  are  stated 
as  abandoned,  this  is  because  they  are,  generally,  found 
in  horizontal  layers ;  but  of  the  silver  mines,  nearly  aU 
ways  worked   by  a  perpendicular  bore;  no  less  than 
688  are  left  inactive,  principally  because"  they  are  filled 
with  water.    This  scale  may  convey  a  good  idea  of  the 
number  of  mines,  abandoned  in  the  other  sections,  from 
similar  motives;  in  fact,  whenever  the  elevation  of  the 
mine,  has  not  admitted  of  a  side  horizontal  bore,  for  the 
purposes  of  draining,  as  soon  as  the'  water  has  reached 
a  certain  level,  the  mine  has  been  abandoned,  and  thcf 
labour  of  years,  as  well  as  the  expenditure,  often  of 
millions,  have  been  swallowed  up  in  one  general  inunda- 
tion.   This  has  been  the  case  with  the  celebrated  mines 
of  Pasco,  in  Peru,  for  the  draining  of  which  arrangements 
have  been  made,  with  a  zeal  and  perseverance,  that  do  tl^e 
greatest  credit  to  the  abilities  of  their  promotors.    It  i? 
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riso,  extremely  fortunate,  that  coal  has  been  discovered, 
for,  otherwise,  from  the  dearth  of  fuel,  the  application  of 
machinery,  would  have  been  useless. 

The  suspension  of  intercourse  with  Europe ,  has^  al 
ways,  produced  in  Spanish  America,  an  incredible  scar- 
city of  the  most  necessary  articles  of  <  labour,  and  has 
occasionally  raised  the  prices  of  iron,  irom  four  dollars, 
to  sixty  and  100,  per  quintal  i  and  of  steel,  from  twenty- 
five  doUars,  as  high  as  three  hundred  and  twenty-five  dit- 
to. ^  Under  such  circumstances,  mining,  and,  of  course, 
agiiculture,  had  to  stand  still.  Quicksilver,  an  article 
of  such  importance,  that  New  Spain  alone,  consumed 
16,000  quintals,  annually,  has  always  been  held  as  a  mo^ 
nopoly  of  the  crowp,  and  the  quantity  the  mines  have 
produced,  has  been  in  proportioa  to  that  of  mercury 
distributed.  To  render  the  ultramarine  provinces,  more 
dependent  on  Spain,  it  was  not  lawful  to  work  the  quick- 
silver mines  found  in  America,  as  has  been  before  stated  $ 
^  means  adopted  to  secure  the  allegiance  of  the  country. 
But,  though  America  hajs,  hitherto,  been  a  tributary  to 
Europe,  for  the  supply  of  this  essential  article,  this  can- 
pot  be  the  case,  as .  soon  as  more  enlightened  systems 
and  liberal  Regulations  are  adopted,  of  which  even 
Spain  would  he^  the  gainer,  for  she  would  not  then  have 
to  expend  in  a  fofeign  market,  an  annual  sum  for  a  sup* 
ply,  that  is,  besides,  liable  to  many  contingencies.  Peru 
contains  four  quicksilver  mines  already  discovered,  of 
which  the  most  famous,  is  Huancavelica ;  and  Mexico 
has  several  others,  whose  united  produce,  whenever  they 
are  put  into  operation,  will  supercede  the  necessity  of 
importations  of  mercury  from  Spain  and  Camiola.  What 
a  field  of  industry  and  enterprize^  even  in  this  singte 
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l>iwcb»  opens  on  the  woiicl)  but  pftrtitrufarly  tm  En^nd, 
when  these  odious  lestndions  are  remoTed»  and  the  xe-^ 
lations  of  friendship  and  intercourse  are  cemented,  by 
•tipulatiotts  of  a  liberal  and  permanent  nature? 

§  The  increase  of  popolation,  nnder  a  regular  i^id  sta- 
ble government,  capaUe  of  securing  interiour  ai^  e^de- 
nour  relations,  wpuld,  in  like  manner,  increase  in  raj^ 
prcgre^SiOn,  and  soon  rai»  the  strength  of  Spanisb  Amck 
rica,  to  a  respectable  height.  According  to  the  <;idaila^ 
tiras  of  E[umboldt,  the  population  of  New  Spain,  ougbt 
to  double  itself  in  nineteen  years,  so  that  if  peace^isonce 
restored  to  Spanish  America,  and  a  paternal  govemmeiit 
created,  one  that  may  secure  it  from  internal  convul* 
sions,  and  favourable  to  emigration,  to  what  ^t^iegr^oi 
splendour  and  impcovement,  will  not  that  country  rise  ? 
IJnder  the  operation  of  causes  less  fovourable,  we  have 
4een  these  calculations  veriAed  in  the  United  States$  wftsdl 
present  both  to  Enj^ndand  Spain,  the  results  of  a  gran4 
experiment,  in  their  power  to  realize,  by  ttie  regenera^ 
tion  of  Spanish  America.  In  1774,  the  exports  from  the 
Uaaited  States,  then  British  Colonies,  were  <£3,60T,0QO 
Merlingr;  and  in  176&»tfaey  reached  79»6d3,333  do)}ars,or 
^lifi9^Q9l  Sterling.  From  2|  millions,  the  popula* 
tion,  has,  also,  risen  to  near  7.  The  independence  4d 
the  United  States,  in  point  of  trade,  has  been  ro^  pn^ 
fijtable  to  {Ingland  than  their  submission ;  for  prior  M 
Mr.  Jefferson's  pbm  of  destroying  the  trade  of  the  umon^ 
£rreat  Britain  exported  more  goods  of  her  own  growthi 
and  naaaufactuxe  to  that  country,  tban  she  did  to  iXut 
Hhole  of  Europe.  Aqd  has  not  Spain  an  infinitely 
greater  scope  for  advaiK^m^it,  in  her  immense  and  dl- 
lersified  continent  of  Anaf^ica?  For  this,  it  is  not  n^ 
cessary  to  create  an  absolute  independence^  she  has  only 
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to  alter  her  plans,  to  remove  her  restrictions  and  motto* 
polies,  and  to  establish  a  paternal  and  beneficent  go- 
vernment, suited  to  the  wants  of  an  extensive,  diversified  * 
and  distant  range  of  country,  abounding  in  commodities, 
fer  which  Europe  preseAts  an  eager  demand. 

But  this  is  not  all,  the  free  cultivation  of  the  vine  and 
olive,  the  growth  of  the  mulberry,  the  distillation  from 
^ugar,  rice,  and  the  grape,  the  exportation  of  flour,  the 
increase  of  the  plantation  of  sugar,  cotton,  tobacco,  a» 
•well  as  of  many  other  productions,  and  the  working  of 
the  mercury  mines,  will,  one  day,  not  only  add  to  the 
orculation  of  trade,  but  will  become  more  inexhaustible 
sources  of  wealth,  than  the  united  mines  of  gold  and 
silver.    Spanish  America,  appears,  at  some  future  time, 
to  be  destined  to  supply  us  vnth  wine,  oils,  and  raw 
silk,  for  which  we  are  so  dependent  on  the  continent  of 
Europe;  as  well  as  flax  seed,  for  which  Ireland  has  to 
tecur  to  the  United  States.    Ship  timber,  of  the  finest 
quality,  can  there  be  had  in  any  quantity,  as  well  as  hemp. 
In  short,  in  a  progressive  manner,  will  increase  the  agri- 
cultural and  metallic  productions  of  a  country,  that  has, 
hitherto,  been  almost  as  a  blank  to  the  rest  of  the  world; 
and,    consequently,    its   cbnsuniption   of  merchandize 
would  be  4oubled,    thus  affording  to  the    supplying 
channels,  a  safe  and  ready  market  for  manu&ctures^ 
iar^  than  any  single  section  of  the  globe,  presents. 
France  is  calculated  to  have  taken  from  us,  annually,  no 
tnore  than  7,600,000  dollars  in  goods,  and  the  section  of 
New  Spain  alone,  affords  a  vent  for  not  less  than  twenty 
millions.    But  it  is  not  ourselves  alone,  who  would  be 
ben^ted,  by  the  opening  and  amelioration  of  Spanish 
America.     Our  West  India  islands,  will  also,  greatly 
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participate  in  the  benefits.  During  the  absence  of  sup* 
plies  of  flour  from  the  United  States^  Jamaica  has  been 
supplied,  in  a  precarious  manner,  with  provisions  from 
Haiti,  according  to  the  late  report  of  its  assembly.  Yet 
in  the  neighbouring  sections  of  New  Spain,  the  finest  in 
the  world  for  cerealia,  this  article,  has  been  rotting  in  the 
warehouses. 

And,  if  such  is  the  picture  of  the  j^sources  of  Spanish 
America,  if  such  the  brilliant  prospect  capable  of  being 
opened  on  the  world,  can  either  the  people  or  ministers 
of  England,  feel  indifferent  as  to  its  present  misfortunes  or 
future  fate  ?  Do  not  both  interest,  policy,  and  humanity, 
strongly  urge  us  to  look,  with  anxious,  eye,  to  the  present 
state  of  this  ill-fated,  but  interesting  country  ?  Have  its 
long  sufferings,  no  hold  on  the  sympathy  of  a  people 
like  that  of  England,  or  have  we,  entirely,  forjicotten  th^ 
inhabitants  of  those  distant  regions,  at  the  details  o( 
whose  conquests,  we  have  so  often  felt  emotion,  and  over 
whose  history,  we  have  so  frequently  shed  the  tear  of 
sensibility  ?  Lord  Grenville,  in  his  late  admirable  speech 
on  the  East  India  question,  thus  expressed  himself  with 
regard  to  Spanish  America. 

**Afree  trade  with  India,  a  free  trade  with  China; 
with  the  Eastern  islands,  the  latest  acquisition  of  British 
valour;  and  through  them,  with  the  rich  kingdoms  of 
South  America;  a  country  hitherto  indeed  barred  against 
us,  as  much  by  the  monopolies  of  its  parent  government 
as  by  our  own,  but  now  at  last  by  the  course  of  events, 
no  longer  within  the  controul  of  man,  opened,  in  every 
case  I  trust  infallibly  opened,  to  the  commerce  of  the 
world;* 
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••  What  a  scene  does  this  present  to  our  imagination! 
We  are  told  that  when  the  Spanish  discoverers  first  over- 
came, with  labour  and  peril  almost  unspeakable,  the 
mighty  range  of  mountains  which  divides  the  Western 
from  the  Atlantic  shores  of  South  America,  they  stood 
fixed  in  silent  admiration,  gazing  on  the  vast  expanse  of 
the  Southern  Ocean,  which  lay  stretched  before  them  in 
boundless  prospect.  They  adored,  even  those  hardened 
and  sanguinary  adventurers  adored,  the  gracious  Provi- 
dence of  Heaven,  which,  after  the  lapse  of  so  many  cen* 
turies,  had  opened  to  mankind  so  wonderful  a  field  of 
untried  and  unimagined  enierprize.  They  anticipated 
in  prophetic  enthusiasm,  the  glory  of  their  native  country, 
the  future  extent  of  its  sovereignty  and  power,  and  the 
noble  prize  presented  to  its  ambition.  But  theirs  was 
the  glory  of  conquest,  the  ambition  of  war,  the  prize  of 
unjust  dominion.  As  vast  as  theirs,  but  infinitely  more 
honourable,  far  higher  both  in  purpose  and  in  recom« 
pense,  are  the  hopes  with  which  the  same  prospect  now 
elevates  our  hearts.  Over  countries  yet  unknown  to  sci- 
ence, and  in  tracts  which  British  navigation  has  scarcely 
yet  explored,  we  hope  to  carry  the  tranquil  arts,  the  so- 
cial enjoyments,  the  friendly  and  benevolent  intercourse 
of  comn^erce.  By  the  link  of  mutual  interest,  by  the 
bond  of  reciprocal  good  will,  we  hope  to  connect  togetbier 
the  remotest  regions  of  the  earth;  humble,  and  weak^ 
but  not  rejected  instruments  of  that  great  purpose  of  our 
Creator,  by  which  He  has  laid,  in  the  reciprocal  necessi- 
ties both  of  individuals  and  of  nations,  the  firmest  ground- 
work of  all  human  society.  Let  this  be  our  glory,  and 
T^rhat  conqueror  will  not  have  reason  to  envy  it?** 
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The  £enrid  imaginatkm^  either  e^amioii^  the  reseftr- 
ch^  of  9  Humboldt,  Molina,  or  Depons,  wou1d^Ukewi89» 
there,  court  gcenesi,  vast  aod  romautic;.  would  admire 
the  sublime  outlines,  which  nature  has  bestowed  on  the 
Andes  and  other  places,  and  worship  the  powerful  ha^d 
of  a  Creator,  in  their  varied  mineral  and  vegetable  produc- 
tions. We  venerate  the  remains  of  Greece  and  Rome ; 
Spanish  America,  also  presents  fragments,  of  an  in6nitei> 
J|y  curious  nature^  We  know  all  this,  as  it  were^  by  hear- 
S|ty ;  we  have,  in  those  secluded  regions,  soujoces  unex- 
plored, tp  which  our  most  important  interests  are  allied, 
and  yet  it  would  seejn,  as  if  we  scarcely  remembered  that 
they  exist  Hitherto,  our  writers  c(Hnplained,  that  this 
immcs^e  and  diyersifted  country^  vfjaiM  closed  to  their 
researches;  yet  we  have  been  six  years  in  alliance  with 
Spain,  and  our  govemQ(ient  has  not  promoted  a  discovery 
pf  a  philosophical  or  commercial  nature*  The  late 
l^overnment  of  France,  was  eager  to  avail  itself  of  every 
ineans  of  obtaining  inforpoation;  and  aided  and  supported 
the  exertions  of  travellers,  to  whom  the  world  is  so  much 
ipdebt^d*  ?ut  the  government  of  England,  with  infinitely 
letter  oppiprtunities,  beholds  these  pursuits,  with  an  eye 
of  indifference.  Yet,  would  our  expeditions  there,  have 
ended  as  they  did,  or  our  pf^erchants  have  been  so"  duped, 
if  we  had  Hnown  any  thing  of  the  country  ?  Would  not 
a  scientiBc  and  ej^pploring  expedition  to  Peru,  be  deserv- 
ing (rf  the  promotion  of  the  Regent  of  England ;  might 
we  not  be  ambitious,  that  a  knowledge  of,  at  least,  one 
section  of  that  great  continent,  was  due  to  our 
e^rtioBS  i 

In  whfitever  light  we  view  the  great  sections  of  Spa« 
nish  America,  sentiments  of  the  deepest  interest  are  ex- 
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cited ;  nor  can  tbe  Britiih  heart  be  dirested  of  sympathyi 
We  there  behold  an  extensive  continent^  rich  in  everjr 
thing  that  ministers  to  tbe  wants  or  luxuries  of  nuo^  yet 
wretched  from  the  time  of  its  settliement,  in  consequence 
<^f  the  degraded  system,  by  which  it  was  governed ;  and 
now^  desolated  by  extensive  murder,  conflagration,  piU 
li^e,  and  all  the  scourges  of  an  unnatural  wan  Though 
distant,  we  are  yet  bound  to  its  fate,  and  disengaged  from 
the  great  contest  in  which  we  were  so  lately  pl^nged,  not  m 
moment  ought  to  be  lost,  in  affording  it  relief.  Nay, 
many  of  our  vital  interests  are  implicated  in  its  future 
welfare ;  nor  do  I  hesitate  to  say,  that  if  the  great  bod^ 
of  the  Britifih  people,  were  sufficiently  enlightened  oa 
this  subject,  they  would,  with  a  firm  and  decided  roic^ 
pronounce  the  necessity  under  which  England,  at  thia 
moment  stands,  of  causing  the  blood  flowing  between 
bi^hren  to  cease,  and  the  furrows  of  anarchy  and  civit 
war,  to  be  closed.  The  affections,  also,  of  seventeen  mifc» 
lions  of  people,  cannot  be  indifferent  to  us ;  yet  with 
the  prejudices  existing  against  us,  and  if  after  giving 
peace  to  Europe,  we  abuidon  them,  what  will  not  be 
their  reflections,  and  what  their  feelings  ?  Our  former 
captures  asd  attacks  on  tl^ir  shores,  are  not  forgotten ; 
and  there  may  yet  be  cases,  in  which  the  animosity  of 
Sf^nish  America,  may  be  seriously  felt.  If  the  equi* 
poise  of  power,  should  be  ever  again  broken,  let  us  hope 
never  to  have  the  inhabitants  of  that  country,  as  our 
enemies. 

Our  present  hold  on  Spanish  America  is  of  a  most 
fragile  nature;  for  though  we  may  Imve  effected  a  par- 
tial overthrow  t>f  the  prejudices  which  existed  in  thie 
Western  continent^against  our  manufactures;  though  we 
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haTe,inftome  measore,  succeeded  to  rival  Flinch  andGer-' 
man  go^d,  this  has  been  attained  througb  necessity,  and 
not  from  preference;  nor  could  we  ever,  at  the  prices  td 
which  our  goods  have  risen,  particularly  linens,  sue* 
cessfully  support  a  competition.  Our  Scotch  and  Irish 
imitations  of  the  above  description  rf  goods,  are  not  al-» 
together  devoid  of  saccesf ;  but  the  practical  merchant 
must  be  fully  sensible,  that  they  would  not  long  stand 
their  ground,  were  the  old  continental  channels  again 
opened;  and  supplies  congenial  to  their  wants,  would 
greatly  enter  into  the  political  calculations  of  the  Spanish 
Americans,  if  ever  they  are  enabled  to  fix  their  own  dea* 
tinies.  .This  is  a  tie  of  a  much  stronger  miture^  than 
would  at  first,  be  conceived;  and  added  to  the  rest, 
might  be  successfully  handled  to  our  exclusion,  and  at 
a  future  moment,  might  lead  us  into  hostilities  with  a 
country,  that,  by  care,  could  be  convwted  into  a  safe  and 
plentiful  harvest. 

The  only  means  of  severing  this  bcmd,  would  haVd 
been,  to  have  acted  with  a  just  and  firm  dignity,  when 
called  upon  by  one  half  of  a  monarchy,  with  which  we 
were  equally  allied:  to  have  helped  in  the  relaxation  of 
the  oppressive  system,  of  the  other;  to  have  uiged  fof 
redress^  where  it  was  due ;  to  have  prevented,  by  a 
timely  interposition,  the  horrors  of  a  cruel  and  desolating 
civil  war ;  to  have  listened  to  the  voice  of  justice ;  to 
have  improved  the  display  of  loyalty  and  fidelity  early 
evinced ;  to  have  consulted  our  lasting,  instead  of  our 
temporary  interests;  and,  in  short,  to  have  thereby  added 
to  this  bond,  the  double  one  of  gratitude, ,  The  Spanish 
Americans,  not  only  conceive  themselves  linked  to  the 
continent  of  Europe,  by  their  M  rdjrtions,  connectionsi 
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ahd  8ti{^ply  of  tuitable  goods ;  but  ^Iso,  by  that  being  the 
great  mart  for  their  territorial  productions,  which,  it  is 
not  in  our  power,  to  consume.  But  yet,  happily  for 
England,  much  is  still  within  her  teich,  if  timely  and 
proper  measures,  are  only  adopted.  These  consist,  m 
procuring  for  Spanish  ^merica,  die  peace  its  inhabitants 
90  much  require ;  and  aiding  them  to  establish  a  govern- 
ment  suited  to  their  wants,  on  which  they  may  found 
tbeir  future  welfare  and  prosperity. 

8  Having  borne  so  great  a  portion  of  that  war,  which 
has  secured  the  throne  of  Spain  to  its  rightful  possessor, 
and  restored  peace  to  the  continent  of  Europe,  itisna- 
t4iral  for  Great  Britain,  to  seek  some  remuneration  to 
compensate  for  her  great  sacrifices,  and  the  burdens 
which  have  rested  on  her  people.  In  the  exhausted  stale 
of  the  Peninsula,  no  other  than  opening  the  trade  to  Spa- 
iiish  America  presents  itself;  and  from  the  memorials 
forwarding  from  the  chief  manufacturing  and  trading 
towns,  it  vi^ould  appear  that  this  is  generally  expected. 
Hitherto,  the  Spanish  cabinet,  has  manifested  no  dispo- 
sition to  relax  the  rigour  of  its  pretensions,  on  this  im- 
portant subject;  nor  has  it  evinced  a  friendly  attachment 
to  this  country,  corresponding  to  the  demonstrations 
made  in  its  favour.  That  hostility  to  us,  coeval  almost 
with  the  landing  of  our  troops  in  Spain,  may  have  been 
considerably  diminished,  by  the  important  events  just 
achieved;  but,  though  diminished,  it  is  not  subdued; 
and  under  thfe  present  smooth  exteriour,  there  is  con- 
ceaJed  a  mass  of  enmity,  which,  though  it  may  not  in- 
trude on  the  superficial  observer^  irill,  hereafter,  be  ex- 
tremely active  in  its  rancourous  workings.  But  yet  for 
this,  the  British  government  is  not  to  despair,  or  fnil  to 
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solicit  a  boon,  due  to  us  iti  gratitude;  essential  as  a 
means  of  pacification;  within  the  right  of  the  ultramarine 
l^ovinces,  as  integral  parts  of  the  monarcby,;  and^  nptore^ 
0ver»  advanti^ous  to  Spain  herseld  On  these  four 
grounds,  it  is,  that  England  has  now  to  found  her  claims 
of  remuneration;  and  as  no  trade  can  be  carried  on  with 
a  country  in  a  state  of  warfare,  divided  by  discord,  and 
divested  of  ever  kind  of  confidence,  conciliation,  on  a 
liberal  basis,  must  be  the  forerunner.  As  shewn  in  the 
body  of  this  work^  to  obtain  one,  is  to  obtain  the  other; 
andif  ever,  it  is  in  the  enthusiastic  moments  of  Spain, 
that  this  is  to  be  effected.  Her  general  conduct,  during 
the  period  of  our  long  and  sincere  co-operation,  furnishes 
nofoundationfor  ahope,  that  the  remembrance  of  p^ 
services,  will  long  continue ;  much  less  since  the  recent 
changes  which  have  taken  place*  The  king  is  not  sur- 
rounded by  our  friends^  and  if  &ction  is  allowed  to  gain 
bis  e^rt  we  shall  be  frustmted  in  our  views^  To  (be 
British  government  it  is  of  the  greatest  importance^  to 
keep  the  public  mind  of  Spain,  in  a  correct  and  stnMgbt 
line;  and  not  to  suffer  it  to  be  warped  by  misrepresc^ 
tatiotas,  circulated  by  our  enemies,  to  cause  a  wKwg  iin<» 
pression,  and  who,  if  they  could,  would  divert  all  our 
services  of  merit,  because  interest  and  jealousy  are  the 
levers  of  their  conduct  To  this  party,  England  has  long 
acted  with  tame  subserviency,  but  she  hm  not  on  that 
account,  inspired  more  grateful  sentiments.  She  lia» 
claims  of  a  loud  and  imperious  nature,  aiid  both  interest 
and  humanity  call  upon  her,  to  establifh  them  in  a  stcong 
and  in^posiog  manner.  Instead  of  bending  ^o  the  servile 
and  the  depraved,  let  her  promote  her  int^rests^  with  the 
pao|»le  at  laige. 
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Of  the  four  gfqutids,  ou  which  t  havestj^Mt  Etnglan4 
tnay  deinau4  a  free  trade  to  all  Spanish  i^meric^j  thethre? 
first,  are  sufficiently  c^f^lained  in  the  general  texture  of  my 
preceding  arguments.  The  one  assertitjigj,  that  this  wUl 
be  advantjigeous,  even  to  Spain  herself^  requires  some 
fqrther  discussion,,  as  being  the  principal  one,  on  which 
England  has  to  rest  her  claim»  and  use  in  order  do  away 
the  prejudices,  which  may  still  linger  ift  the  mind^  of  th^ 
tuasa  of  the  Spanish  people. 

If  the  great  sections  of  Spanish  An^erica,  are  in  future 
to  be  kept  iu  the  same  degmded  state  as  that  in  which 
they  have  been,  since  their  discovery,  the  fruits,  of  a  revo- 
lution, through  Which  Spain  has  p^ssed^  as  well  for  her  Qw^ 
improvement,  as  to  throw  off  the  yoke  of  an  insidioui 
enemy^  would  not  only  be  Ipst,  but  most  of  the  sacri* 
fices  made^  will  h^ve  beeft  fruitless*  Also^  if  so  great  ^ 
continenti  as  that  we  ot^e  to.  the  enterprize  of  Columbus^ 
were  to  afford  no  more  benefits  to  the  wqrld,  ^han  hit 
therto  Qbtained,  mankind  would  fccarcely  hav^  to  felici- 
tsite  themselves  on  its  discovery.  $pain^  as  it  were^^  buil^ 
her  happiness  on  the  exclusive  possession  of  a  country^ 
of  whose  lespurses  a  faint  outline  h^^  beeii  given  j  frnd^j 
unmindful  of  that  permanent  truths  that  commerce  ^nd 
iqd^iatjy  ate  the  best  mines  pf  a  p^ople^  she  rather  stifled 
than  pronn)t«d,  the  pursuits  of  agriculture  and  enter-^ 
prizi^*  The  bond,  by  which  she  governed  was  jealousy  r 
this  sprung  from  a  sejusp  of  v^reakpess  she  v«^as  ashame4 
to  avow,  whilst,  if  her  plipas  had  been  liberal,,  and  bust 
poUtical  aud  economical  i^stemsj^  enlightened^  with  a^cli 
respurces*  and  with  sucti  an  epipire  w  Americft,  she 
tnight  bare  become  the  mctst  powerful  pf  the  scal£i 
9fJ5w«p|^    Evefpc^dy^^^nd^^jvaysd^pew^eptj^ahe^^ 
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possessedof  resources  incalculable,  which  sh©  trembled 
to  call  forth,  least  they  should  excite  the  envy  of  her 
neighbours,  whose  attacks  she  was  too  weak  to  repel. 
Hence,  generated  a  system  of  monopoly  and  exclusion, 
which,  whilst  it  rendered  her  ultramarine  provinces  de- 
based and  Enslaved,  prevented  that  mutual  exchange  of 
commodities,  alone  capable  of  improving  th^  bountiful 
gifts  of  nature,  and  adding  revenue  to  her  own  crowti. 
In  short,  Spain  adopted  the  erroneous  and  extravagant 
plan  of  treating  a  whole  continent,  more  populous  and 
infinitely  larger  than  herself,  as  a  colony ;  and  for  this 
she  had  not  only  ta  sacrifice  the  most  sacred  rights  of 
'  its  inhabitants,  but  she  had  even  to  trample  to  the  ground, 
^6ne  of  the  most  fundamental  laws  of  natune«  On  the$e 
i)rinciples,  she  sought  to  enrich  her  own  government  and 
Its  dependants,  by  impoverishing  a  distant  half  of  her 
monarchy;  thus  rendering  its  inhabitants  more  unhappy 
Ihan  if  they  had  been  born  on  a  sandy  desert,  for  in  vain 
did  they  behold  precious  fruits  around  them,  which  it 
was  unlawful  to  pluck.^  Almost  the  only  nation  pos- 
tessed  of  precious  metals,  these  were  scarcely  landed  on 
her  own  shores,  than  they  were  paid  over  to  foreigners, 
to  whom  she  had  been  even  indebted  for  credit 

This  illiberal  and  dastardly  plan,  it  was,  that  first 
created  a  clashing  between  the  interests  of  American  and 
European  Spain;  and  the  oppression  necessary  to  enforce 
and  sustain  it,  rendered  it  still  more  galling.  At  out 
tSme,  it  was  not  only  foreigners  who  were  restricted,  but 
iven  Spaniards ;  and  certain  trading  ports,  enjoyed  the 
inonolopy  of  receiving  ships  from  the  other  side  of  the 
Atlantic;  The  great  gain  centering  in  the  hands  of  a  few, 
ierved  to  prolong  this  uficqual  system  of  trafic,  and  Cfem 
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Ually  organized  that  strong  party,  which  during  all  our, 
late  transactions^  beheld  us  as  rivals,  and  also  closed 
e?cry  avenue^  by  which  justice  could  be  had  for  a  suffer^ 
ing  people*  At  one  time,  Seville  held  the  monopoly* 
then  Cadiz,  other  ports  not  being  privileged,  till  the  time 
of  Charles  III.  These  parts  consequently  became  the 
very  focus,  where  enmity  reigtied  against  us,  and  Spa- 
nish America;  for  early  sensible  that  nothing  but  a  free 
trade  could  relieve  her  wants,  she  had  adopted  this  es« 
sential  measure  of  cloathing  her  inhabitants,  and  giving 
valu^  to  her  territorial  productions.  A  system  of  mono- 
poly so  cramping  and  confined,  thus  served  (o  enrich  a 
few,  at  the  expence  of  many ;  and  means  were  always 
found,  to  interest  the  ministers  in  its  support.  That 
equilibrium,  which  commerce  ought  to  keep  with  the 
wants  and  industry  of  a  people,  was  destroyed ;  and  ge«« 
neral  prosperity  became  absorbed  in  the  gains  of  a  few, 
and  these,  also,  often  foreigners,  who  retired  to  their  own 
cotmtry,  when  their  fortunes  were  made.  Flattered  with 
the  brilliant  prospects  America  presented,  every  one  was 
anxious  to  embark  in  the  general  adventure;  whereby  few 
cafHtalswere  laid  ou^jn  tilli^  at  home,  and  in  improving 
the  many  benefits  the  genial  soil  of  the  Peninsula  would 
afford  to  industry*  Even  the  government  supported  the 
infiituation,  supposing  that  the  contingencies  of  a  distant 
but  lucrative  trade,  and  the  digging  of  gold  and  silver 
oat  of  the  bowels  of  the  earth,  were  the  safest  means 
of  obtaining  riches.  Thus,  a  state  of  war  always  pro- 
daced  a  general  stagnation,  and  disproportionate  for* 
tunes*  destroyed  the  equipoise  of  society,  ^he  prices  of 
every  thing  lost  their  levels  and  extreme  and  bloated 
riches,  IMT  squalid  poverty,    were  all  Spain  proiented 
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to  the  eye  of  the  travellen  Thd  'goventmcttt^  \n  dm 
niettn  time^  was  dehided  by  a  feet  it  Bever  sought  to  ii^ 
vetopey  and  this  was,  seeing  that  the  trade  to  Spspisli 
America  was  the  chief  brnnchi  of  its  support,  all  Olivers 
being  extremely  subordinate,  it  judged  it,  atone,  deaen^ 
ing  of  encouragement. 

rnsens^ble  of  that  positive  a^iom,  thsst  trade  is  always 

disadii«intageou8>  when  unaccompanied  by  iiianufhcturea 

and  igrioultu^,  Sp^n  was  chetisbing  a  trad*,  to  support 

wkich  she  was  indebted  tOf  the  iadustiy  ef  others,  unaware 

that  His  the  fust  equilibrium  of  alt  ^se  branches,  whiell 

render  a  country  rich  and  peopled.    IrMtead^  o#  teaviog 

the  ehoice  of  pursuits  to  the  citizen,  sbe  left  but  one 

road  open,  and  impoliticaity  closed  iM  the  rest^    tlMM^ 

she  sacrificed  the  rights  and  views  of  a  whole  society,  to 

gite  a  preference  to  a  detached  f)art.    It  was  l^  a  fong 

chain  of  inconsistencies  so  great,  that  Spain,  surrounded 

as^  it  Wete  by  light,  had  become  the  darkest  nation  Of  Eu« 

rope ;   and  wiih  the  most  resources,  bad  becotne  the 

poorest    But  what  was  worst,  ahe  was  ufider  a  diiferent 

impression ;  she  was  insensible  of  this  glarfng  futt    Bnt' 

it  is  time,  if  she  wirties  to  profit  by  past  adversttiea,  for 

Spain  to  become  sensible  of  her  late  errors,  and  try  to 

remedy  them.     From  the  present  era,    she  ought  to 

seek  a  new  existence.    She  ought  to  vary  a  system,  tiMt 

has  ^mifermly  fordugtrt  xxpon  her  misery,  depend^enee  and 

depopulation.    Abov€  alt^  wrtboot  wanderii^  firom  my 

ohged  in  view,  she  iriu^  remove  her  extravagant  and 

^oppressive  system  of  custom-houses,  ber  teade  laws  moat 

be  estabtisbed,  equal  in  Spain  and  is  America ;  and  in 

both,  tbe  greatest  fteedom  ought  to  reign.    LocataMl 

personat  nK>isopotie8,  ought  to  be  des|troy«l.   Jmtmd^i 
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emtermtmBg  oominerce  with  henps  of  oM  regulations 
a«d  laws,  di6pre)>ortioQate  duties,  and  clashing  {MDhtbi- 
tiona,  wovid  it  not  be  better  to  rdieve  it  from  afi  its 
•hackfes»by  establisbittg  one  general,  substantial,  and  dear 
•ysteniy  fouiided  on  permanent,  reciprocal,  and  well 
defined  grounds.  Gtiided  by  the  principles  of  justice 
jind  wMom,  %he  Spamt»h  government  would  find  this  due 
totSks  ultramarine  provinces  in  point  of  right,  and  the 
heat  means  of  insuring  their  tranquillity  and  consequent 
Mcuitty,  Dttested  of  prejudice,  and  grateful  for  the 
exertions  in  her  ctose,  Spain  would  likewise  feel  this  due 
to  her  ally,  and  moreover,  she  will  be  the  first  to  expe- 
vienoe  tbs  wxmdeiful  benefits  «f  fixing  hert:>wn  national 
iia%ere»tD,  ^on  a  -soUid  basis,  setgect  to  no  <x>ntingency.  A. 
neiriem  must  now  Becesfiarity  break  on  the  Spaiarfi  mo* 
iiarchy  ol'  both  h^nmplveres,  tRid  Ifee  rise,  if  not  tfie  inde- 
pendence ^f  Spanish  America,  is  one  of  those  inevitable 
events^  against  whiph,  hutfian  wisdom  would  in  vain 
vitempt  to  provide.  As  k  ui  for  the  finrt  ^ef  these  cases^ 
•thi^the  preceding  inflections  are  adapted,  let  Spain  be 
ambitious  of  inspiring  ^bos!^  fentim^ts  4ctf  gmtitnde^ 
which  ali^ecan  consDiidajte  h^r  union ;  and  may  England 
also,  be  ever  mindful,  that  there  is  as  much  satrEtfaction 
Inatdingtotegeoerate^i  eonrtinent,  as  m  rescuing  one 

8ut  to  descend  to  more  minute  particniarB.  The  en* 
tightened  age  in  which  we  ltve»  has  considerably  changed 
KMT  ide«a  ^  the  gow^emment  of  distant  possesstons^ 
either  as  integral  parts,  or  dependent  colonies.  The  gro« 
^^Hing  and  jealous  plans  Df  the  European  mHropoles,  are 
•now  provedi  only  to  haree  rendered  their  colonies  snb- 
servietnt  to  individual  aggrandizement  and  to  iatten  a 
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short-tighted  and  corrupt  government*  at  tbe  expeuce  of 
.  its  subjects*  To  render  them  united,  it  is  now  seen  tbey 
must  be  prosperous  and  contented,  and  so  identified  must 
their  feelings  be  with  those  of  the  mother-country,  and 
incorporated  their  wishes  and  wants,  that  they  must  con* 
sider  her  sway  is  to  their  advantage,  and  consequently 
bear  it  with  sentiments  of  satisfaction.  Spanish  America 
.  can  never  be  happy  under  rebtrictions,  which  render  her 
productions  of  no  avail,  and  Spain  can  never  be  lich  and 
great,  till  these  are  adequately  called  forth*  The'openiqg 
of  a  free  trade  might,  by  Spain,  be  viewed  under  the  fol* 
lowing  heads. — 

h  Those  who  have  hitherto  been  accustomed  to  wear 
national  goods,  from  routine,  will  continue  to  use  them, 
.  as  long  as  they  ar^  as  good  and  cheap  as  foreign  <M[|es$  and 
if  these  outrival  them,  the  capitals  employed  in  borne 
manu£Bu:tures,  may  be  then  laid  out  on  agri^Hilture,  with 
more  advantage  to  the  state* 

9.  It  promotes  not  only  the  exportation  of  cottcms, 
and  a  variety  of  other  raw  materials^  but  it  gives  an  ad- 
ditional revenue,  to  the  king,  as  well  as  the  subject. 

3«  By  this  means,  productions  are  raised  to  eqaal  t^e 
imports,  and  coin  it  thus  retained. 

4*  Tb^  progress  of  dyilization  and  tbtf*  inereM^  of 
population,  will  ever  be  in  a  direct  ratio*  with  ag^oul- 
ture  and  trade* 

5*  This  is  the  only  means  of  introdudng  inio  se- 
cluded countri^,  art^  find  science,  and  creating  a  future 
navy, 

&  By  this  meaxis,  contraband  is  destroyed^  and  the  en- 
tire dues  of  the  king  come  into  his  own  coffisnrs,  withOMt 
exorbitant  e^^peoces* 
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Td  be  convinced  of  tlie  preceding*  faci»»  Spatin  hsa 
only  to  examine  the  benefictal  results  of  breaking  up 
her  system  o{  Jlotas,  and  the  advantages  slie.h^s  derive^ 
fipom  the  reforms  of  a  Gralvez*    A  passive  trade,  has  ever 
been  considered  as  the  death  of  a  state,  and  Spanisfar 
America,  presents  the  most  melancholy  confirmation  of 
this  truth.    Her  inhabitants,  have,  hitherto,  been  the 
■unersof  the  wliole  world,  they  have  been,  for  three' 
centuries,  dicing  gold  and  silver  oat  of  the  bowels  of 
the  earth,  and  after  all,  what  better  are  they  for  it  ?    No 
experiment,  could  prove  the  advantages  Spain  herself 
would  derive,  from   throwing  open  her  trade,  better, 
tiian  what  resulted  from  the  removal  of  spi^e  of  her  re- 
s^ictioas  in  177B.    The  port  of  Cadiz,  was  violently  op« 
posed  to  this  measure,  but  what  was  the  result?    In 
tbat  single  year,  as  many  ships  were  fitted  out,  as  Imd 
been  in  the  five  preceding  ones.    In  that  ss^me  year,. 
Spain  shipped  to  America,  in^irtitles  of  her  own  growth 
and  manufacture,  ^,236,090  rials;    in  foreign  goods, 
46j869,^i6  ditto*  and  the  duties  thereon  were  equal  to 
^^770,964  rials.     The  returns  for  this  amount,  were 
74,5d9»S66  rials,  which  paid  in  America  9,924,884  ditto 
in  duties.    In  the  1784,  patianal  goods  to  the  amount  of 
188^49,50<  rial«,  were  shipped  to  AnHMica,  and  in  fo* 
migfk  goods  8^,36^,984  ditto  {  an  increase  equal  to  five 
times,  on  the  last  sum;  and  six  on  the  first.    The  duties 
.collected  on  ibis  amount,  were  17,134^880  rials,  by  which 
the  revenue  gained  l3,%>a,8S6  ditto.    The  duties  on  ex* 
ports  from  America,,  this  same  year,  reached  50,639,639 
rials,  shewing  an  advance  of  48,704,768  ditto,  equal  to 
17  times  what  they  were  in  1778.    Yet  this  was  the 
effect  of  only  a  partial  removal  of  r^ri<^ona,  what  Qwy 
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not  iheti  be  expected,  wben  cottipU^  A^diftdota  fsgrtrated, 
and  when  the  iigrictfltiire  of  SpiVifeh  Aiiierm>  is  cknUs4 
to  tbe  pitch  of  which  it  in  tfuftc^ptTble  ? 

hi  the  codrfte  of  this  exposi^,  fheqneift  ftHastoh  %M 
heenmade,  to  the  jealous  manner  ift  whteh  tbetSs^Bfc 
iberchante  haye,  uniformly,  opposefd  all  attempu  to  %rpen 
t  free  trade  With  Spanish  America*  It  i?as  the  s»me  ill 
1776^1 1^  they  covr^ered  the  opanmgof  otifer  ^M)itii»  w 
prodoctiv^  ef  their  destrciction.  Ycft  at  that  period^  ^Iffef 
^pped  to  America,  50,909^900  rials,  peranmnn,  hi  17^% 
Aey  exported  86,914,(^3  ditto,  and  in  1 7S«,  W^OOOjPOO 
ditto;  nev^ertheleifs,  this  experience  hfts  BOt  sufficed  to 
destroy  th^ir  l^rrors  and  prejudices. 

It  #otiM  tdke  me  to6  !fiir  out  of  toy  w^  ^  '^Wieir  m 
detaila,  in  oMet  to  prove  the  great  tidvan^aigesv  n^bidi 
both  Eofropeati  imd  American  ^psfhi  derived  from  thMe 
sahitaiy  MeanBures,  though  of  a  ii*€h*y  oenNiMd  natave^ 
suffice  it  to  say,  UiW  from  tbe  above  period^  'both  i^ 
ceived  a  bewexistedoe^  by  the  prbportreMte  >Me#0ii8e  of 
their  tmde,  naf^igtttion,  agriculture, '&^.;  zhA  the  cMHv^ 
|n  a  particular  manner,  Was  benefited, 

In  efiJQibHiftiing  a  foreigh  trade,  it  is  neFt^her^tftM^mpttr 
ed  to  destroy  tbift  of  Spam.  The  PettiiAtila,  pr<^d«ces 
many  articles  iwhioh  foreigners  catfn€it  supp^  ^Jbese 
^u^notto  be  iiiteifered  with,  as  ioidig  m-Hkey^^^A^ 
^^fifte  to  the  dema^,  Indeed,  pff^uftiee  #iH  yatiff^y% 
give  them  a  pifeftritende.  By  the  ^manBer,  ttW,  iti  wttk^ 
tlie  duties  aren^ulatod,  such  disftinctionSMa^  k^tMit^ 
as  not  to  be  oii0roo8  to  Hsfither  pa^rty,  4but  ^  the  'SpatHsh 
Ainericsais  si^equMHn  rights,  they  ou^io  be%q«^Up 
iliowed  to  navi^te  td  feny  part  ttf  the  wo!»td,  ito  thair 
OWB  bottomsi  Mdiw^olohthiibemselves  aft  tfie  s«me  rai^ 
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as  the  iMftives  of  Spaioc  Aird  as  loii^  as  botii  x^ountries 
MoQg  to  the  same  tovereigh,  is  it  not  the  same  for  liiiift 
to  receive  ins  dues,  on  t»Be  side  of  the  water»  as  «d  the 
a«lier  ?  Spanisii  America  vmxxcft  cfoafik  herself  -with  the 
mantiftichires  of  Spain^  2md  has  consequently  to  feciMr  iO 
iforetgn  cbannets.  Why  then  are  her  natives  to  pay  for 
thek  eiecessar ies,  four  times  dearer  than  tbose  of  Spain# 
mixen  this^is  aiaeamiretmiy  fiivounible  to  a  few  iodlm« 
Uniiini  What  would  theur  boasted  deolarstioas  ef  equal* 
tey  fkVBiU  if  this  wenre  the  case  ?  This  is  >a  doablls  vut&uO^ 
poly,  lor  the  imtl  xxf  the  prioes  of  their  prodactiehs*  in 
tbeMfhy  deMK>yed. 

If^tbea,  a  free  trade  to  Sfumish  Amenca,  on  a  liberal^ 
weUdefitted,  and  veil  guaranteed  basis,  would  bea  means 
of  tratMfiitliziiig  that  desolated  country ;  would  promote 
its  cpnBerTOtion;  is  due  to  it,  as  an  integral  and  e^ual 
part  of  the  monardrjr,  and  would  even  he  advanlageoiNi 
to  Spain  herself  what  objections  can  she  hi^e,  to  graint  it 
to  England,  «sa  renynneiration  for  past  servioes?  After 
tdie  war  of  Succession^  the  French  were  aiUowed  it;  and  «i 
consequence  of  the  •services  reaodered  to  King  Philip  of 
Spoda;  lihe  assiento  tmde,  fiid  aeveral  other  ¥iiituable 
^ioecioes,  were  granted  to  Engldnd.  And  are  the  modem 
Spaniards  less  liberal  ?  Spanish  America,  is,  also,  stated 
IN>  consume  sl>out  ten  millions  of  dolkrs,  in  East  faidfat 
00od8{  what  an  additioniai  fidd  nMght  iM>t  he  here  opened  f 
If  banks  wdre  established  in  Lima,  Mexico,  and  Buenos 
Ayres,  competed  with  that  of  £kigland,  what  an  inAu% 
iGff)Mreoi<nis  metals  might  not  be  (promoted  I 

I A  coBoeeiMi  witii  S^framish  America*  c<»sequen%» 
is  of  that  dntef eating  nature,  that  nothing  ought  to  det^r 
lAe  Bntiah  ^y^mment^  from  embmoing  enrofy  efq[>oriii- 
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miy  to  secure  it  It  is,  moreover,  now  fully  prored^  that 
notbing  but  the  councils  and  guarantee  of  England,  can 
give  repose  to  that  unfortunate  country,  and  at  a  future 
period,  preserve  it«  Con^derations  of  the  momeoty  ia* 
duced  us,  as  it  weare,  to  turn  our  backs  on  exertions, 
which  we  could  not  but  respect ;  and  independ^it  of 
otl^r  circumstances,  the  goremnients  of  the  Tar ious  jec- 
tkins,  hare  been  of  so  fluctuating  a  nature*  as  rather  to 
decrease,  than  insinre  confidence  in  the  ministers  of 
England  But,  this  is  not  the  fitirit  of  the  cause,  in  wbkb 
Spanish  Amerioi  has  embarked.    Her  inhalutants  now 
fight  in  defence  of  the  most  just  and  honest  rights,  as 
well  as  in  the  most  hcdy  cause,  in  which  the  sword  was 
eter  drawn.    Though,  in  some  instances,  they  hare  been 
the  dupes  of  individual  ambition,  and  in  others,  the  tools 
of  blind  fenaticism ;  this,  however,  is  no  stigma  on  their 
general  undertaking.   It  is  not,  on  this  account,  less  vir- 
tuous and  less  honourable, nor  has  it  been  from  principle 
iMT  conviction^  that  England  has  beep  ashamed  of  the 
means  omployed  to  carry  it  through.    It  is  not  because 
the  powers  of  Europe,  bave  given  them  no  sympathetic 
ak),  that  they  have  not  deserved  it.    Every  nation,  that 
has,  hitherto,  sought  to  throw  off  the  shackles  of  oppres- 
sive dependence,  has  found  support,  in  one  way  or  ano- 
ther.   Without  it,  perhaps,  their  own  atten^its  would 
have  been  frustrated.    We  have  had  before  us  the  exam- 
ples of  Switaerland,  Holland,  the  United  States,  &c. 
Not  that  I  would  urge  the  government  of  Enghmd  to  act 
towards  Spaitii  as  she  did  to  us,  during  the  North  Ame- 
.rican  struggle*.    No,  the  order  of  the. .  present  day,  is 
generosity  and  magnanimity;  and  instead  of  separating, 
I  would  aid  to  connect  the  ultiMnarine  provinces  sdU 
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ctoter  lo  Spain;  bat  I  would  see,  that  the  bbxA  was  f«- 
tional  and  just,  and  capable  of  giving  to  an  extensive  and 
diversified  continenty  the  means  of  its  own  happiness  and 
^  prosperity.  Havii^  said  this,  my  reader,  may,  perhaps^ 
'  wish  me  to  say  more.  The  subject  before  me,  is  almost 
iBttdiatittible;  and  altiioQgfa  I  have  already  swelled  my 
voiuflie  to  double  the  limits  I  at  first  proposed,  I  am» 
naverthetess,  involuntaraty  impelled  to  hazard  a  few 
speoolatioiis,  on  what  I  consider  the  best  means  of  givii^ 
p«rmanent  quiet,,  happiness,  and  prosperity  to  Spanish 
Coiiunbtay  in  a  way  consistent  with  the  honour  and  di|^ 
nityof'Spain,  and  the  interests  of  the  rest  of  the  world* 

i  All  legislators  have  agreed^  that  a  body  of  political 
laws,  to  be  sound  and  darablei  must,  in  all  countries 
grow  out  of  the  character,  situation,  and  habits  of  a  peo- 
ple; they  mvst  be  adapted  to  ^tfaeir  peculiarities,  and  in- 
corporated with  their  customs  and  usages.    To  estabttsh 
a:goven)meiit  on  any  other  grounds,  were  to  destray  the 
*  salutary  effects  it  was  intended  to  promote,  and  to  pre- 
pare materials  for  the  constant  return  of  anarchy  and 
confusion.    In  considering,  therefore,  what  species  of 
government,  is  best  adapted  and  most  suitable  to  the 
atale  of  society  m  Spani^  America,  it  is  necessary  to 
azamine  itsi^omponeDt  parts,  the  general  stages  of  men- 
'  taA  imppovement  to  which  it  has  arrived,  as  well  as  the 
^  €itmate^  and  the  leading  fisatures  of  the  inhabitants. 

Tlie  Spanish  Americans,  in  g^^eval,  cannot  be  said  to 
have  received  any  other  {M>Utical  education,  than  that 
wbicbTagreies  with  the  establishment  of  a  monarchy.  In 
vaiii»  sbovld  we  there  seek  for  that  essential  union  of 
"ipircuasisiinees^i  which  i&  necessary  for  the  formation  of  a 
;  B^p»tilijC#  The-prin^iples  of  democraey,  implicate  many 
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amfiex,  and  imne  higMy  refined  ideate  Miilwr^ 
to  the  tMlx^  WH  wttbttt  the  general  compreheoeioD  of  a 
•dasa  of  inbabitaiita*  so  iiackirard  in  eveiy  apeciea  tot  li* 
leratuM,  aa  are  all  ibe  lower  <»rden  of  the  cMtMmtto 
wbicb  I  aUiide.  Ita  forma,  alao,  ara  torn  aiaaple lor  aii»* 
tiot^  to  long  acetnUaied  to  pMufi^  pageantary,  aad  Bfaofvri 
if  comoffamot*  iH  adopaioii  would  ke  mcfongfuamB^ 
wbeie  ^  habito  and  coatoma  am  ao  toppoaed,  wbMe 
|^obiiC¥ift«ie4oee  not  abound,  aad  wbeie^  niaboit»  tke 
l^itical  ediicatioK  m  not  coogenial*  Tbe  Ueaiamm^ 
«ore  tbaaaiBgr  other  people  ef  America,  am  afciuitamnd 
t^  aee  tbe  ebief  aadioiity,  aiiniouaded  by  the  flbow  a»d 
panrie  of  courts,  aad  wbirid  sot,  easily,  be  meoncilied  to 
4he  maplicky  aod  modemtion  <ef  any  opposte  iHpi. 
iAiQr  other  iq^teaof  gotennoeist,  •rangrether  prioeipiea, 
urould  not  lAidre&re,  be  oonsOMkit  to  iteir  wishes,  «0r 
accoid  with  tbeir  habits;  and  it  ia  geoemlly  adfafn^* 
that  all  no^ernmeptai  eatabhshaMsnta,,  to  be  taadi^  m* 
^jum  tbe  siqiifiort  of  public  opiimo,  for  this  ins  ea«r 
centtderedoatbe  firvieat  basis,  aa  weU  m  the  atrangi^t 
aasct^on  of  moval  la  w» 

To  effect  a  mvoltitioi  liii  the  jgooTemii^  aij^ateiBa^f 
SpAOish  America,  coosoqUeaMy^  can  amwer  l>e  cfMnpkAad 
wjthauooeia,  tmless  the  laws,  aadaki^diediawEmvaad 
^suatomsof  the  people,  am  made  congeaial  totbeaew 
order  <tf  tUngs*  If  the  t>ld  ones  rBinai%  they  wiU  Hon* 
timially  da^i  iat'eachoioniaiit,ihey  willfaeTeaaMnihered 
a4id  ragfetted^OBdebosildialaTourable^putaoity  oeottr, 
a  resUMotion  wootd  bt  aeugbt,  by  thoee  ittoat  ittUMedi- 
ateiy  intereslad,  aad  wibom  tbe  dimmf^e  bad  wait  naleri- 
^.affeded.  M  mice  to  alter  the  krws^  maam^s,  ^t^ui- 
tmm,  and  habits  «f  the  yieople  «f  thnt  ccHintiy^  fimatad 
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deefHTOoted  M  Aey  are,  \s  a  work  too  dangcnrooi  and  toor 
g{]^tic,  tobeaccompfehed,  bat  by  a  series  of  years, 
and  by  the  preparaticn  of  a  successive  generation,  A 
RepuMiean  form  of  goremmcnt,  would,  under  the  pre- 
i«lence  of  ophiions  they  could  not  discard^  sit  awkwardly 
011  tfle  sboutders  ef  tbe  Spanish  Atnericaus,  and  they 
wenki,  cOBtinuatly,  sigh  for  its  remorah  The  histories  of 
£ngkind  and  France,  itflfbrd  two  striking  instances,  to 
bear  me  out  in  the  truth  of  the  abore  assertions.  On  the 
fvstoratton  of  Charles  II.,  the  Republican  form  of  govem- 
inent  expired,  without  a  groan,  and  was  chained,  With- 
out a  struggle ;  because  the  usages,  laws,  and  manners  of 
the  people,  bad  been  left  untoudied,  and  that  intenriA 
had  produced  a  forced  and  ^habitual  state  of  things. 
The  instance  in  France,  has  been  recently  before  our  eyes^ 
iflid  does  not  requke  comment  In  countries,  iSierefore, 
wliere  education  and  principles  are  so  much  opposed, 
democracy  carniot  prevail,  unless  established  and  sup- 
ported by  a  force,  capable  of  tnauring  subjection* 

One  materia}  impediment  to  the  establishment  of  a 
democracy  in  Mexico,  at  least,  is  the  great  disparity  ct 
fortuMs  ttoongist  the  inhabitants  of  that  kingdom.  Hum- 
boMttetts  us,  that  bestdes  the  adranteiges  of  population^ 
New  Spain  has  irtill  another  rery  important  one,  which 
mites  from  the  eaornK>us  mass  of  capitals  in  the  posses* 
atbo  of  the  proprietors  of  mines,  and  in  the  hands  of  pep* 
SOBS  retired  from  trade*  The  absence  of  a  monarch,  would 
tend  to  gi?e  an  undue  preponderance  to  the  inffu^nce  of 
this  rkki  chMS  of  citizens,  and  produce  a  tyrannical  aris- 
tocnaey,  the  worst  of  aH  governments.  _  Besides,  if  in 
the  form  of  goremment,  H  should  be  found  necessary  to 
ip9m  angr  riiavs  to  the  infer iour  elasses>  in  order  to  guard^ 
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against  the  incoopeaieooe  just  stated,  it  might  be  feared; 
for  the  want  of  this  third  power  destined  to  produce  and 
to  support  the  political  equilibrium,  tl^iat  flie  str«;^gle 
between  these  t^YO  opposite  parties,  would  be  attended 
by  the  most  fatal  consequences,  and  eventioUy,  end  m 
anarchy.  In  New  Spain,  there  are  a  great  number  of- 
persons  who  hold  titles,  immnnities  and  distinctions^  the 
whole  of  which  class,  would,  consequently,  be  opposed 
to  any  new  order  of  things,  which  n^igbi  tend. to  level 
and  confound  them  with  the  other  classea  of  the  con^mur 
nity«  It  is  for  this  reason,  that  they  stand  neuter  in  th^. 
present  struggle. 

The  formidable  inflnenoe  of  the  clergy  oyer  every 
part  of  the  population^  and  especially  over  the  Indians, 
who  constitute  the  inferiour  class  of  New  Spain  (there 
being  few  blacks  in  the  country),  has  nqver  been  .S!ir 
strongly  demonstrated  as  in  the  present  events  and  revo- 
lutions of  Spanish  America^  It  may  easily  be  imagined, 
that  they  would  not  be  favourable  to  a  governmental ' 
structure  of  a  republican-  form,  as  it  sooner  or  later, 
would  reduce  their  ascendency  to  very  narrow  limits ; 
whereas,  should  they  be  enabled  to  withstand  encroach^ 
ments  aimed  against  them,  in  the  res^rerse  of  the  case,  alid 
in  the  course  of  time,  tbe  clergy  would,  themselves,  be- 
come/he  administrators  of  law.  For  example,  snppos* 
ing  the  Indians  of  New  Spain,  or  of  any  other  section, 
are  allowed  a  part  in  the  general  bqdy  of  tbe  representa- 
tives, proportioned  to  their  numbers,  an  aotof  jastice,  it 
would  not  be  possible  to  prevent,  as  they  would,  conse- 
quently, elect  ecclesiastics,  from  tbair  gre^iter  influence 
and  talents,  the  number^  the  latter,^  would,,  in  that 
case,  form  a  third  or  noore  of  the  whcile  body.ofdde* 
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gates.  If  to  these  are  added  the  ecclesiastics  who  would, 
for  the  same  reasons,  be  deputed  by  the  other  classes,  it 
becomes  evident,  that  they  would  soon  possess  a  very 
disproportioned  influence  over  the  operations  of  govern- 
ment. In  whatever  form  of  goveniment,  therefore,  to  be 
proposed  for  New  Spain,  or  indeed  for  any  other  part  of 
the  Spanish  American  continent,  the  ascendant  power  of 
these  two  bodies,  must,  in  a  particular  manner,  be  cal-  ' 
culated  upon, for  everywhere,  their  influence  is  great. 
The  great  cause  of  no  insurrection  having  yet  taken  place 
in  Lima,  has.  been,  that  there,  also,  are  to  be  found  titled 
characters  and  great  slave  holders,  who  are  fearful  of  los- 
ing their  property  in  the  confusion  that  must  necessarily 
ensue,  in  case  of  insurrection.  This  inaction  in  the  ca- 
pital, has  not  arisen  out  of  content,  or  a  preference  to 
the  present  system  of  things,  for  in  Upper  Peru,  where 
the  same  causes  do  not  exist,  there  has  been  as  much 
inovement  as  in  any  section  of  America ;  and  in  Lima, 
not  long  ago,  notwithstanding  the  great  caution  of  the 
inhabitants,  there  was  a  conspiracy,  in  which  eight  hun- 
dred negroes  were  implicated.  The  influence  of  the  cler- 
gy in  Caracas,  has  in  a  most  particular  manner,  been 
evinced ;  for  as  soon  as  they  were  divested  of  their  pri- 
vileges and  immunities,  by  the  eighty-fourth  article  of  the 
tiew  constitution,  they  abandoned  the  cause,  and  have 
been  the  chief  contributors  to  its  late  overthrow. 

The  stages  at  which  the  insurrections  of  Spanish 
America  now  stand,  as  well  as  the  language  which  has 
been  hitherto  used  by  the  new  governments,  by  no  means 
prove,  that  iti  the  difierent  sections  there  is  a  strong  or  de- 
cided disposition  in  fevour  of  democracy,  notwithstand- 
ing many  of  their  features  have  been  of  that  cast.    The 
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t^ft^  who  have  heeti  in  genertl,  cbar^d  with  the  tieW 
powers,  fiading  nothing  in  the  old  legislation  of  Spain, 
that  wQ^ld  apply  to  the  new  system  of  things,  have 
sought  information  in  French  political  writerss,  so  that, 
giaduallyj;  their  systems  would  have  become  prevalent 
tmongst  the  people,  without  their  having  an  opportunitjf 
«f  judging  of  the  merits  of  any  othen 

By  the  newly  constituted  chiefs,  also,  the  position 
of  Spanish  America,  viras^,  in  many  respects,  thought 
to  resemble  that  df  the  American  provinces  in  the 
Northi  at  the  time  of  their  separation  from  England  5 
and  without  a  proper  discrimination,  they  judged  that 
^  the  same  measures  would  produce  the  same  success.  It 
is,  however,  well  known,  that  amongst  the  higher  and 
powerful  circles,  as  well  as  amongst  those  who  consult 
more  than  the  momentary  good  of  their  country,  the  ge^ 
neral  opinion  ia,  that  a  limited  and  well  equipoised  mo^ 
narcby,  is  the  only  government  suited  to  their  wants ; 
nay,  there  even  exists  a  great  prevalence  of  superstitious 
opinions,  in  fevor  of  its  establishments  It  has  been 
proved,  that  this  has  been  the  favourite  idea  of  the  In-> 
dians  of  Peru,  that  they  have  uniformly  wished  it ;  and 
it  was  an  attempt  under  Tupac  Amaru,  to  re-establish 
the  ancient  throne  of  the  Incas,  that  at  one  time,  lnun<# 
4tted  that  great  portion  of  the  Spanish  dominions 
■f^ith  blood,  and  filled  it  with  conftision.  The  Indians 
in  general,  and  the  same  may  be  said  of  all  the  other  in- 
feriour  classes*  have  no  other  idea  of  a  social  body,  than 
that  of  king)  nobles,  and  commons;  indeed  kitig  and  got 
f  emment,  are  synonymous  terms,  to  at  le^st,  four-fifths 
ff  the  Sptfni$h  American  population.    Such  is  the  force 
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of  cufitom^  atid  such  the  generkl  tincture  of  prejudicei^ 
which  havd  arisen  from  the  long  depressed  state  in  which 
tb^e  countries  have  been  kept^  and  the  want  of  a  gene* 
nd  circulation  of  liberal  ideas* 

These  ilicts  are  not  only  deducible  from  the  situation 
of  society  in  Spanish  America,  but  also  tend  to  prove* 
the  very  great  influence  which  must  rest  in  the  hands  of 
the  upper  classes,  all  of  whom,  as  I  have  before  stated, 
both  from  opinion  and  interest,  are  decidedly  opposed 
to  the  estaiblishment  of  democracy*  The  republican 
language  or  the  revolutionary  Juntas,  consequently^ 
proves  no  morCi  than  the  particular  ideas  and  opinions  of 
iddividuals,  who  by  their  talents,  and  the  public  confi* 
dence,  have  been  called  upon  to  exercise,  fbr  the  time 
being,  the  first  duties  of  the  magistracy ;  and  whose  lU 
braries  contained  no  other  than  French  and  Latin  works; 
of  tourse^  stich  systems  and  such  ideas  as  were  contained 
thdrein^  were  applied  to  existing  circumstances*  Bot 
even  th^  facts  which  may  be  deduced  from  these  applica^ 
ttons,  and  the  circumstances  they  have  given  rise  to» 
amount  to  irrefragable  proofii^that  there  was  little  dispo« 
sition  on  the  part  of  the  people,  at  large,  for  so  violent  t 
transition,  as  that  of  from  despotism  to  democracy ;  and, 
as  it  were^  fiom  a  state  of  abject  slavery,  to  the  extremes 
of  freedom.  The  caution  observed  in  the  beginning  by 
the  Junta  of  Caracas,  and  the  reserve  and  precauticms,  still 
practised  by  the  governments  of  Buenos  Ayres,  fully 
evince,  that  a  total  and  radical  overthrow  of  the  ancient 
and  habitual  principles,  is  very  far  from,  according  with 
the  general  state  of  society  in  Spanish  America.  The;< 
oi^ertiirow  of  the  government  of  Caracas^  which  hits  been 
ab  wit>hg1/  tttributed  to  the  Spanish  armi«  ww  no  other 
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thfan  the  reaeticm  of  the  people,  nrfio  by  the  mid  inttcv 
iluction  of  a  system  of  government,  in  the  extreme  4e» 
mocratical,  and  of  consequence,    uncongenial  ta;^ir 
wishes,  abondoned  a  cause,  on ,  whirii  they  previwfily 
entered  with  cordiality,  under  the  hope*  erf  seeking  r^ 
dress,  which  all  were  sensible  wasf-  wanted.    Yet  tbey 
despaired^  as  soon  as  it  was  discovered,  that  their  cbi^. 
were  preparing  systenjs  beyond  their  comprehension;; 
and,  against  which,  they  enterUined  long  and,  iny^teipte 
prejudices*  It  is  the  abstaining  fro^i  the  premature  e^^- 
blishmcnt  of  similar  systi^x^  ia^  other  sections,  that 
helps  to  consolidate  their  camse;  and  it  is,  as  I  have  be* 
fore  observed^  this  dread  of  democracy,,  which  j^t  ke^]^. 
so  many  of  the  upper  classes,  neutral.    There  is  attach* 
ed  to  the  Spanish  character,  and  that  of  the  Spaniak 
American  equally  partakes  of  it,  something  erf  grandeur 
and  majestic  pomp,  that  is  opposed  to  the  simplic^itsy'  of 
republican  manners;  they  conceive  nothing  gra^d  or 
digni&d^  to  be  attached  to  any  olhar  jhxrn,  thw  n?0nar- 
chy-   It  would  reg^uijpe  -the  eyolutiqa  of  ages^ ,  before  the 
natives  of  Spanish  America,,  could  acqu^ire  senti^aenta 
congenial  to  the  Swiss  cantons,,  to  the  Republics  olH^ 
land,  orof  the  United  States^  notwithstausdMagthe  chiefr 
ojF.the  late  inaurrectionfrr  have  ncrt  been,  sulficfently,.s^»-» 
sible  of  this  existing  £acti»  ..  ^ 

In  proposing,  therefore^  after  the  present  disseati^^ni 
are  removed,  to  give  i^rmanent  comfort  and  faai^pinest 
tp  so  large  a  portion  of  the  globe,  as  the  great  aecticwia  of 
Spanish  America,  constitute^  it  will  naturally  occur  to. 
the  umpires  of  their  fete^  that  to  insuri^  stabili^  by.ade* 
<]juate  and  sound  establishments^  it  is,  in  tbe^rsiplaf^ 
'^^xqssaiy,  for  the  xeasouB  already  sUted,  t^  twoim 
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^ith  tfee  greatest  scratiny,  wl&t  form  of  goVeYnmetlt  k 
most  congenial  to  their  wishes,  and  suited  to  tJieir  wants. 
Apfdying,  therefore,  the  relative  terms  of  happiness  and 
misery  to  human  beings,  it  is  first  necessary  to  consider 
well,  the  capacity  and  disposition,  as  well  as  the  habits 
of  thinking  and  of  feeling,  prevalent  in  the  majority  of 
the  classes  whose  benefit  we  are  desirous  to  promote, 
before  wfe  lay  the  basis  of  a  work,  which  if  opposed  to 
their  wishes,  and  not  consonant  to  their  Wants,  they, 
themselves,  would  be  the  first  to  pull  down.  In  con* 
fimnity  then,  ^to  the  general  principles  of  human  nature, 
and  in  union  with  the  circumstances  and  sentiments  of 
the  major  part  of  the  community  in  Spanish  America,  a 
Republican  form  of  government,  would  not  only  be  in- 
otagroous,  but  also  obnoxious.  Nay,  I  could  even  sup- 
port my  argument,  by  a  parallel  taken  from  the  recent  oc-^ 
curreilces  of  Spain. 

The  objects  of  all  governments,  and  the  purposes  of 
ewry  legislation,  have  been  well  defined,  as  intended  ta 
riiield  the  weak,  from  the  oppression  <^  the  strong,  the 
peaceable  from  that  of  the  lawless;  and  by  securing  pri« 
vllte  property  and  personal  freedom,  to  promote  industry 
and  establish  the  collective  strength  of  the  national  com- 
munity. But,  if,  in  the  estabHsbment  of  such  govern-  ' 
ment,  the  genius  and  disposition  of  the  peojrie  are  not 
consulted,  eternal  clashings  will  occur  in  its  admiBistra- 
tiott,  and  combustibles  will  accumulate  and  produce  ex-* 
plosion.  A  congenial  system  of  government,  guaranteed 
and  upheld  by  public  opinion,  converts  the  selfish,  as 
well  as  the  social  passions  of  our  nature,  into  the  firmest 
faftnls  oi  peaceable  and  orderly  intercourse}  changes  the 
\  of  iliscord^  into  principles  of  quiet;  it  discij^iws 
o  q9 
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the  moU  ungovernable;  refines  the  grossest,  and  even 
exalts  the  most  sordid  propensities «  In  short,  it  be- 
comes the  perpetual  fo^n^in  of  all  that  strengthens,  pre« 
serves,  and  adorns  society;  it  nourishes  the  individual,, 
and  perpetuates  the  human  race.  If  I  am  not  mistaken, 
a  short  survey  of  the  history  of  all  ancient  and  modern  re- 
volutions, veould  strongly  elucidate  the  fact,  that  those 
only  have  been  successful  in  their  iisue,  which  haveliad 
for  object,  no  very  co^iderable  transition  from  the  pld, 
tp  the  new  order  of  things;  and  in  which,  by  varying 
only  a  small  part  of  the  social  edifice,  its  c^ber  essentially 
oompqpent  parts,  have  been  left  to  stand.  The  example. 
0^  th^  Un|t$4  ^teSj^  therefore,  will  not  appear  appli* 
cAl^le  to^tfae  present  situation  of  the  Spanish  American^,, 
for  this  mp9t  material  of  all  reasons,  that  the  formei*  bad . 
h^n  accustopped  to  aqother  colonial  regimen,  bad  been 
educated  under  other  circumstance89  bad  reached  a  dif- 
ferent stage  of  mental  in^provement,  were  composed  of  a 
different  race  of  men,  and  wef e,  in  shorti  fitted  by  habits^ 
customs^  and  4i^sitions^  to  the  form  of  govemmeni 
they  succeeded  to  establish. 

If  I  were  inclu^^d  to  suppqrt  my  premises  with  traits 
of  4ustpry,  I  woi^id  look  to  Ireland,  which  I  have  before 
quoited  ^  a  correspp^ing  parallel  to  the^  situation  of 
Spi^nish  Aimrica.  Sir  Jolm  Davis,  shews  beyond  a 
dotibt,  that  i$  was  a  refusal  to  grant  to  the  Irish,  a  com- 
mwication  of  those  rights  w^  ourselves  eiypyed,  that 
ciaised  their  cpnntry  to  be  five  hundred  years  in  subdu^ 
iDg;  wd  jrfter  die  v^n  ^idi^p^ess  prqj^cts,  of  a  Pflitaiy 
gp^emmeMtv  it  ijiras  diacoven^,  that  nojthii^  could  ^ab^ 
oui^  filter  island  Engi^h,  but  a  practical  participation  m 
our  owD  fomp^  of  legislature.  Hence,  Mr.  Burke  asseMI^ 
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tiiat  It  was  not  English  arms,  but  the  English  constrtn* 
lion,  that  conquered  Ireland.    This  it  was,  ttat  made  her 
the  great  and  fl(rarishing  country  she  now  is,  and  instead 
of  a  disgrace  and  a  burden,  she  thus  becathe  our  principal 
strength  ntd  most  glorious  ornament.    To  produce  t\A 
iame  reaults  in  Spanish  America,  .owing  to  distance,  arid 
a  variety  of  other  reasons  already  explained',  were  im- 
possible, unless  a  monarch,  or  some  other  cori-espohdViig 
i)ower,  equally  resided  there.    For  the  king  of  Spain,  t6 
have  two  beings,  is,  also,  alike  impossible.    But  yet 
JPerdinand  has  brothers,  and  there  is  likewise  his  uticl^ 
Don  Antonio.*     Spanish  America,  might  be  divided 
into  two  great  eilipires.  New  Spain  ranging  as  ftf  as  thfe 
isthmus  of  Panama,  and  the  rest  incorporated  under  oiie 
•ceptre,  as  far  as  tape  Horn.    Let  branches  of  the  royal 
fan^ily  of  Spain  reign  there,  in  a  pennanent  manner,  let 
theni  only  be  attached  to  t^e  soil.    Let  their  title  fee 
king,  or  viceking,  the  name  is  indifferent,  as  long  as  they 
have  a  congress,  or  parliament,  as  a  check  and  support; 
the  forrini  is  tothihg,  as  fong  as  the  ijstablishment  is  last- 
ing.   Let  a  new  confederation  be  created  between  Spam 
and  these  two  new  empiresf;  such  a  one,  as  shall  at  an 
times,  be  more  profitable  to  the  mother-country,  than  k 
itate  of  degradation  and  depenctence;  duc6  a  one,  in 
iffeort,  a«  will  give  her  both  additional  strength  and  in- 
ereamn^  riches.    Let  the  relative  footing  and  duties  of 
each,  be  well  defined  and  mutually  guaranteed,  and  let 
England  b^  the  promoter  and  protector  of  this  confeder- 

*  Hie  iDtbote  00ft  Praocisca  ie  Fauki  han  been  ezcMed  hdm 
fte  iiiccei9ioB,:by  tlie  M  Cortes,  ob  Hie  tafofr  report  of  Iris  h^iig 
the  ton  of  Qodoj.  He  is,  indeed,  extremely  like  bim,  bui  the  fiiet 
wu  never  established  judicialJjr. 
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fttieik  Would  it  sot  be  a  more  noble  bbA  mote  b<moQTw 
able  boast,  than  the  late  one  of  the  Rhine?  What  voSh 
oister  would  not  consider  this,  as  the  fairest  title  to 
glory,  and  the  most  deserving  of  the  veneration  of  post^ 
rity  ?  When  tiie  beneficial  results  of  such  a  coirfdderai* 
tion,  were  experienced,  would  not  this  be  a  means  of 
binding  both  European  sgKl  American  Spain,  to  our  io^ 
teresta  for  ever  i  Nay,  I  will  ask,  under  every  circum* 
atance,  is  there  any  other  way  of  raising  the  latter  fiom 
degradation ;  or  creating  an  adequate  establishment  that 
may  provide  for  the  comforts  and  prosperity  of  an  iote* 
resting  people,  consistently  with  the  dignity  of  the  par- 
ties moat  immediate^'  concerned*  and  the  interests  of 
the  rest  of  the  world  i 

Self  interest,  and  the  safe  and  sober  measures  taken 
by  the  individual  for  his  own  aggrandizement^  constitute 
the  chief  impulse  which  directs  the  iadustiy  and  viei^ 
of  every  branch  of  the  community;  and  in  general,  a  ra^ 
gular  adhesion  to  these  principles  and  to  this  gvid#» 
will,  most  effectually,  promote  and  secure  the  advantaged 
of  society  at  large*  The  individoalt  behotds  with  dr^uL 
the  prospect  of  a  great  and  desirable  gain,  wreaqbc^ 
from  him;  and  with  equal  regret,  ought  a  whole  natioii 
to  see  the  means  of  its  own  elevation  lost.  It  OMgbt  to 
feel  an  instinctive  alarm,  at  the  mamriog  of  a  bright  aA4 
lasting  dawOf  serepely  opening  on  its  mort  valuab^ 
brwches  of  enterprize^  Yet  nothing  caa  realize  tb43 
prospect,  but  a  restoration  of  peace;  and  nothing  can 
retain  it,  but  systems  of  a  liberal  and  permanent  nature. 
Aft^r  the  experience  of  the  past^  tet  us  look  to 'the 
|ittAre«  Whilst  the  daring  spirit  of  the  British  merchant, 
\m  ei^tended  our  commercial  relations  to  both  extreme 
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tie«  of  the  globe,  Spanish  America  is  the  only  coualiy 
^ith  which  we  have  no  regular  connection;  let  us,  at 
least,  in  an  honourable  and  dignified  manner,  secure  this 
rich  harvest  to  our  pof  terity,  on  whom  we  have  entailed 
so  many  burdens.  Let  us  ensure  to  them^  and  to  our- 
selves, the  good  will  of  a  distant  continent,  on  whose 
friendship  we  may,  in  future,  rely.  In  promoting  the 
happiness,  let  us  be  ambitious  of  the' gratitude  of  seven- 
teen miillions  of  people.  We  have  the  means  in  out 
hands,  let  them  be  improved  Let  us  aim  at  a  confe- 
lieratton,  to  which  we  are  urged,  both  by  interest  and 
gloiy. 

In  our  superabundant  population,  and  in  the  great 
.  decline  of  the  means  of  subsistence,  from  the  increasing 
dearth  of  provisions,  many  families  are  scarcely  able  to 
maintain  themselves,  and  either  from  these  motives, 
nrg^d  by  the  views  of  speculation,  or  under  the  influence 
ef  political  or  religious  opinions,  leave  their  native 
<Sounfry,  in  order  to  seek  a  new  sphere  for  their  exer* 
tmns.  Others,  again,  seek  an  asylum  from  misfortune, 
find  many  of  the  Northern  inhabitants  of  the  continent  of 
Entope,  fly  from  the  turbulence  of  war.  The  United' 
itetes,  have  hitherto  been  the  receptacle  of  all  these 
elasses  of  persons,  and  it  is  an  undoubted  fact,  that  they 
have  there  greatly  helped  to  the  increase  of  p6])ulation. 
We  find  it  impossible  to  hinder  emigration  from  Ire- 
hnd,  and  would  it  not  be  better  for  them  to  go  in  search 
df  homes,  to  a  country,  allied  to  us  as  would  be  Spanish 
America,  under  the  project  I  propose,  where  their  de- 
scendants may  be  our  friends,  instead  of  our  enemies ; 
where  they  may  be  occupied  in  the  cultivation  of  those 
articles,  we  require  for  our  manufactures;  where  they 
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lose  them  out  of  our  own  bosom,  we  are  at  leayt  aur^ 
that  they  are  not  gone  to  augment  the  number  of  thoiet 
who  at  one  time  or  another,  may  grow  to  our  dreads  and 
prosper  to  our  disadvantage.  This  is  not  a  country,  tha| 
requires  the  aid  of  slaves  to  till  it  and  make  it  ^ouriahf 
it  asks  not  the  African  inured  to  a  scorching  sun»  hut  '\\ 
possesses  regions^  suited  to  the  labour  of  the  European 
in  general*  There,  the  soft  and  eifeminate  Italian*  may 
find  a  congenial  climate,  as  well  as  the  hardy  bighiander 
of  Scotland.  How  easy  would  it  be  for  Englaod^  \A 
collect  and  convey  there,  the  sober  and  industrioua  over^ 
flowings  pf  the  population  of  Europe;  tbose^  who  when 
the  strength  and  fury  of  conflicting  passions^  have  hm^ 
spent;  those  who  when  appiUled  by  surrounding  slai4ghtef» 
and  tired  of  scenes  of  horror,  may  wish  to  go  in  geajK:hQ( 
the  peaceful  abodes  of  industry,  quiet,  and  repoae*  The% 
may  they  have  these  regions  to  receive  themi  with  opei^ 
arms;  then^  may  they  add  to  the  glory  of  these  oem 
empires,  and  whilst  war  wages  on  the  contineoti  whiirt 
distress  and  dismay  stare  its  inhabitants  hd  the  fiu^,  tt^ 
eat  portion  of  the  globe»  m^  i^  d^ 
,  and  enthroned  on  the  wateiy  element 
etch  her  imjnortal  trident^  a^d  tbece,  al^ 
ipest  be  8till. 

,  an  over  delicacy  on  the  part  of  Eu^ 

e  cause  of  a  prolongation  of  the  horrom 

1 ;  if  from  a  want  of  eneigy,  aod  bya 

:y  to  Spain,  the  calls  of  hunutiiit^i  pro?* 

dence,  and  interest,  have  bee))  unheard  ;  is  it  not  time,  to, 

ponHer  on  the  distressed  situation  of  Spanish  .AonerioBi^ 

and  as  a  CQiQpensatioQ  for  our  past  neglect,  09;^,  as  a  rei^ 
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tarn  fbr  tbe  ttnpmrckad  aggraTadcmt  >re  duniehrA  oMf 
Itfought  on  tbe  headi  of  ite  ii^bHants,  and  tko  to  retrtove 
xmr  honour,  is  it  not  time  to  6x  the  principle  alid  baiia, 
fissential  to  tbe  refitoratton  t>f  peace  }  As  before  incnka^ 
tad»  Spain  it  a  party,  under  irritated  and  partial  feelings 
and  cxmaeqnenDy,  cannot  be  her  own  unipire.    By  her 
conduct,  and  by  tbe  bobtUe,  crueU  nay  inhuman,  instead 
of  cMioiliajtory  measures,  pursued,  she  has  hurled  tii# 
arrow  of  defiance  at  every  b6pe  oS  reconciliation,  by  her 
own  means ;  and  impression  and  narrow<^indcsd  policy, 
have  completed  that  baneAil  struettnre,  of  whidi  pditi* 
cal  hatred,  the  elasMng  of  interests,  and  the  deaAy  spirit 
of  monopoly,  first  laid  the  foundistton.   As  before  cl^uiy 
proved,  for  Spain  to  affiance  her  sway  in  the  manner  she 
i^ow  seeks,  it  must  be  cm  the  mia  or  degradation  of  a  for- 
saken, but  unoffending  people.    Yet  still,  her  object  is 
not  secure.    She  may,  for  a  wlale,  rivet  and  prokmg  the 
chains  of  despotism;  from  her  fortified  places,  the  illu^ 
siwimay  yet  bemaintainedy  and  hattassing  expeditioni 
mi^  be  fitted  out  to  carry  dincord  and  havoc  amongA 
tbe  persevering  natives.    Spain  may,  yet,  use  further 
exertions,  and  send  o\it  more  troops,  till  the  whole  poun* 
try  is  wrapped  in  a  wider,  and  still  more  bloody  waste  of 
anarchy  and  slaughter;  but  in  all,  or  either  of  these 
cases,  does  not  the  pbttanthropic.mitid  stand  appalled  t 
does  iH>t  human  nature  shudder  at  such  devastations^ 
nuirders,  and  enormities ;  and  does  not  the  united  voice 
of  humanity  and  of  policy,  cslU  aloud  for  the  cessation 
of  such  mul^pUed  evils  ? 

The  Spanirii  Americans,  also,  who  have  beheld  all 
their  efforts  of  redress,  treated  with  disdain;  who  see  the 
sacred  rights  they  have  inherit^  from  thieir  forefiiihers^ 
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taMi|ridl  to  the  ^frovnd ;  and  tbeir  netale  sotum,  torereS 
with  nims^  «iid  deluged  with'  the  blood  of  its  nfttiTes; 
.vho:  behold  that  very  conetittitjon  the  agents  of  Spai^ 
hi^e  be^i  planting  with  the  bayonets  pfoint,  now  revoked 
Md  held  u{r  to  public  scorn ;  who  have  before  them, 
Mthing  bat  the  prospect  of  a  worse  'degradatk)n,  thm 
^t  tbey  before  experienced ;  and  who,  in  shoft,  see  tiiat 
(]»oy iitve  only  to  trust  tosn^  JaconAist^nt  and  fofthless 
fooptey  will  consider- that  the  Rubicon  is  passed,  spnd  coiw 
eeiiring  that  thiy  are  ^olhofised  by  every  law,  hunnan 
aad^vine,  to  persist  in  Uieir  enterprize,  will  render  their 
iiiMted  cootttiy  a  tomb  to  all  Europeans;  and  amitng' 
theLColonred  m^ves,  and,  as  in  Carac8»,  declaring  a  ge« 
nefal  death  war,  and  rushing  into  dreadful  retaliation, 
ibcry  will  render  their  unfortunate  country,  a  blot  in  the 
works  of  tbe  creation.  Nay,  do  we  not  already  see,  that 
the  weapons  of  each  are  sharpening  fot"  mutual  skughten 
and  that  ageneral  war-^yell,  resounds  through  the  nnlilled 
valleys  and  demolisbed  towns  of  New  Spiin,  Caracas,  Li 
Pkta,  Santa  F^<  Chili,  Quito,  ftc.  ahd  that  it  Is  soon 
likely  to  spread  toFera,  Guajraquil,  and  Guatemala,  the 
only  poiAts,  where  tbe  Geslers  and  Verres  of  Spain,  have 
becD  aUe  to  insure  controL 

Gradually, '  as  the  spirit  of  animosity  has  flamed 
wider,  and  as  local  wrongs  and  unheard-of  outrages,  have 
impelled,  to  resistenee  and  firm-set  purposes,  the  Spamsb 
Aflserieans  have  taken  their  stand ;  and  sootier  than  re- 
turn to  theii^  old  degraded  state ;  sooner  than  again  nuSkt 
their  chains  to  be  put  on,  by  those  very  handis,  which 
have  torn  to.pieces  tbeir  rights  and  charters  i  which  have 
so  long  rent  the  bosom  of  their  country  with  anarchy  avri 
ameroenaryc&filwar;  and  are,  besides,  crimsoned  wMft 
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Ibe  blood  of  to  muy  of  their  feltow-:^itusen«  and  relna 
lions,  tfaejr  a#e  resolved  to  perisl^  m  the  struggle,  and,  at 
least,  trammit  to  their  poeterity,  the  records  of  those  jusi 
endeavours,  which  ought  to  have  insured  them,  the  refli 
spect  of  eren  their  enemies.  Roused,^  as  they  are,«  to  t 
sense  pf  that  degradation  on  which  Spain  seeks  to  fbunA 
then*  subjoetion,  no  dai^er,  nor  no  species  of  sufferings! 
will  nmke  them  acquiesee  to  flagrant  acts  of  injostioei 
Nay,  neither  England,  nor  any  other  just  natk>n  of  *tbiri 
earth,  can  wish  them  to  change  so  respedatble  a  resoiire! 
They  Bsk  but  what  the  laws  accord,  and  what  reasotf 
w«rraMs;  and  they  ought  to  rest  assured,  that  the 
strength  of  nations,  consists  &r  leas  in  masses  ofmeaiotf  • 
mh  treaaures,  than  in  the  impulse  giTen  them  by  pa^ 
iciotiam,  miA  the  convicttcm  of  a  just  cause.  « 

But,  to  what  tatal  consequences,  will  not  siscb  a  sfnril 
of  mtharnerMmi  lead  i  Nay^  we  have  to  calculate,  whe« 
ther. these  eonaequenees  will  not,  equally  extend  to  as? 
The  Spanish  Americans  consider,  that  justice  is  on  theiY 
side,  that  they  have  in  vain  sought  redress  and  c^red 
equitable  terms,  and  yet  nothii^  b«t  butchery  nd  devas^ 
tadon  awatta  them.  They  b^oM  all  diis,  without  an  t^ 
fective  exertion  on  tiie  part  of  England,  with  whom  tfaef 
ave^ equally  allied;  aiKl  who  ktely  made  tbmsi  so  many 
proffers  of  friendAip  and  pmtectsom  It  is  not  to  Spaiti 
akme,  that  the  blame  of  this  is  wholly  laid,  England  paia 
takes  tberew^  till  at  kst,  an  indiactiminate  odium  ^A 
confound  the  nasies  of  both.  » 

The  experience  of  the  past,  ought,  particularly,  td 
make  ua  look  to  (^future.  Though  the  lK>rizon  noir 
b^&nre  us,  is  serene,  we  know  not  what  unfortunate  accii 
demti  may  tend  to  ruffle  it;  but  agatnat  audi  evctots,  t^e 
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•m^C  tD  be  pftptctd.  If  trtr  the  tmtfitNuriiif  firotoKM 
#f  Spuin^  are  agnin  mbdued.  and  bi:ought  under  tbeif 
eocieDt  9j9Um  of  oppression,  eii^ber  \^  force  of  arnnt  ot 
ky  capitulali^n,  no  influence  or  power,  wba^nrer  would 
get  them  to  rise,  and  again  eat^bark  on  so  calanHoat  ap 
lieean^  aa  that  on  which  they  ba?e  b^eo  so  sewerefy  buf«. 
fatocL  Very  paculiar  circuoipcaoces^  bare  urfed  them 
t0  their  present  jmeasorea^  bitt  sbouki  tbey  not  succeec^ 
ibey  would  carefully  aroid  a  renewal  of  scenes  like  those 
Ikey  haye»  so  often,  witnessed ;  they  would  riiudder  attbo 
wtassacrM,  ctaspiraeies,  and  counter'^feirolutions,  to 
vbicb  they  hftTs  been  exposed ;  and  ei^cn  deprecate  the 
Mesnng  to  wfakh  they  now  aspire,  bad  tbey  again  to 
wade  through  such  torrents  of  blood.  Av^  une3[pe€ted 
combination  of  events,  has,  lately  giren  them,  an  iao^ 
pulse  of  actba;  but  should  any  unfiortunate  cirenm- 
stance  impede  their  career,  and  th^  become  victims  to 
<he  liberticide  effoits  of  Spaia,  it  wcmld  never  be  in  the 
power  of  England  again  to  rouse  tbem  to  k  bold  undev* 
taking.  Though  we  have  effected  peace,  there  stiil  e^dsts 
a  continentail  poKc^r,  sui^Msed  to  41.6  opposite  to  Ifbe  in^ 
feiestsof  islandefs  possessed  of  a  maritime  power;  aksi 
should  the  same  ideas,  w^  .unfortunately  imbibed  by  tiie 
Spanish  Amesicans,  we  use  preparing  a  woefiri  inheci- 
tancetoour<diildreo,  if  they  are  ever  dragged  intostnig}- 
fl^  like  those,  out  of  which  we  bave  just  emerged*^ 
Should  that  rich  and  extensive  continent  be  reared  jA 
deadly  hatred  against  us,  ita  fate  becoases  linked  to  the 
future  contingencies  of  Europe ;  whereby  the  wiehiKag  of 
kft opinion  and  the  guidance  of  ita  actionsr  dei^ves  to 
those,  who  a«  our  natural  enemies  froa^  imieivst,  loca* 
lily  and  nattonai  prejudices; 
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But,  indepettdant  of  the  gfeftt  motives  i^t  ptHatfi 
irhich  urge  us  to  secure  the  gratttude  ef  sevenl^ti  ttiit* 
lions  of  interesttDg  people^  Imtions,  Ufce  individually  #re^ 
bound  to  the  practice  of  humanity;  and,  certainfty  here, 
there  Is  full  stope  for  its  benign  exercise.    It  ia  &o^^ 
proved  to  a  positive  denkmstratiot),  that  Feikfinand  of 
himself,  cannot  conciliate^  since  he  has  destroyed  that^ 
same  constitution  which  might  at  leasit  have  served  as  M* 
pretext  atid  an  illusion ;  utiless  degradatioi^  h  the  basis.' 
If  so,  on  whom  does  it  devolve,  but  on  England,  to  stdip 
the  riveit  of  blood  now  flowing,  and  to  convert  the  hi^ 
dished  sword  into  the  siclcle  and  the  sythe?     HiA^ 
cult  and  embarrassing  as  is  the  undertaking,  eveiytiidnthf 
<lelay  renders  it  more  so ;  and  costs  some  thouSahds  i^ 
lives.    The  magnitude  of  the  combined  iiitereits  is  great, 
they  cannot  fail  to  suggest  a  remedy.    It  is  only  dece$^ 
sary  for  both  parties  to  sacrifice  something;  this  alonei 
suffices  to  stop  the  present  effusion  of  human  blood,  as 
well  as  the  other  calamities,  which  follow  in  the  rear  ^ 
this  murderous  conflict. 

The  chief  object  of  r 
deduced  from  the  tenoi 
prove  the  necessity  6i  B 
of  humanity,  policy,  a 
plan  of  pacification,  coi 
and  in  strict  accord  ^\t\ 
tending  party.  This  is 
but  one  that  embraces  d 
mercial  people ;  atid  it 
inent,  to  w^igh  wett  the 
involves.  The  pursuits 
imh,  the  improvement 
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t>f^  globe,  and  the  e<Hi»am|]ltioti  ct  oiie  fourth  of  our 
aoDual  amount  of  maoufactures,  hinge  on  the  present 
fkte  of  Spanish  America;  and  even  these  elevated  con* 
i^rations  of  state  policy  and  of  state  necessity,  and  to 
them  I  might,  also,  add  those  c^  universal  philanthropy, 
ire  exceeded  by  the  paramount  calls  of  national  justice, 
which  imperiOuriy  demand  our  interference.     The  Spa- 
itiard^,  undoubtedly  view  every  thing  we  do  relating 
to  them,  with  jealousy  and  distrust;  this  arises  from  old 
{i^ejudices,  never  overcome.    The  conduct  of  Spain,  in 
t||e  particular  point  alluded  to,  resembles  that  of  a  man 
whose  house  is  on  fire,  but  who  refuses  the  engine  of  his 
i^ighbour  to  play  upon  it,  because  some  pique  or  eti- 
quette bad  before  made  them  enemies.    But,  impelled  as 
vfe  are,  by  so  many  powerful  motives,  and  with  justice 
oi|  our  side,  we  ought  not  to  be  remisd  or  over  delicate. 
A  conciliatory  tjsmper,  muAt  precede  and  prepare  every 
pbnof  at^ustment,  and  to  inspire  these  mutual  seuti- 
ii^nts,  could  a  more  suitable  person  than  Lord  Welling- 
ton be  found  ?    An  object  of  general  love  and  reverence, 
could  not  f^I  of  having  its  full  weight  and  influence  in 
conciliating  the  minds  of  all  to  some  liberal  measure* 
The  Spanish  government  and  people,  cannot  have  for- 
gotten the  various  scenes  c^  toil  and  danger  through 
which  he. has  conducted  them;  and  in  contemplating  the 
many  trying  periods  of  the  war,  they  will  equally  re- 
spect his  new  exertions,  in  the  cause,  of  justice  and  hu- 
manity, if  they  are  only  fully  acquainted  with  their  db-' 
ject.     Such  an  undertaking  aa  this,   would  greatly  add 
to  the  laurels  he  has  acquired  on  the  field  of  battle,  and 
cast  a  consoling  gleam  on  (he  many  scenes  of  slaughter^ 
he  has  had  to  witness.    The  pacifiei^r  of  Spanish  Ame- 
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rica^  is  pot  a  t*\tle  kst  hon9m;n}>I^  tb^n  tfa^  iib^catoMil 
Spain;  and  to  a  soul  like  hi$,  it  qaaQOt  bQ  ippisr^gkiiiMiri 
to  gaia  l^tj^les,  thaiata, extend  to  one,  off  tbje  muit  intefn; 
esti^g  portions  of  the  glpbe>  days  «^  ^»dD^^  a^tioltjr^i 
and  peace*  ,  : :  »    .     ,  -^       >  .      .  .  *     - 

And  is  the  giory  of  8uch.iM^achieyemefiA^:ar' laurel  at 
so  barren  a  growth,  as  not  to  be  worthy  of  the  envy  of  i* 
British  minister;  or  rather,  would  no  Deal  satisfaction  be 
derived  from  an  object,  attended  with  so  many  advan- 
tanges?  England  stands  as  the  only  umpire  of  this 
dreadful  dispute,  being  the  mutual  ally  of  both  parties; 
and  could  she  ask  a  greater  glory,  or  derive  more  real  sa* 
tisfaction,  than  to  participate  to  Spanish  America,  the 
same  blessings  she  has  aided  to  obtain  for  Europe?  Nay^ 
could  Britain  hope  for  a  greater  pleasure,  or  could  she 
seek  a  more  consoling  reflection,  than  to  have  been  the 
instrument  of  so  much  good,  to  have  converted  anarchy 
civil  dissentions,  as  well  as  all  the  horrors  of  a  pro- 
tracted and  unnatural  war,  into  peace,  fraternity,  and 
and  firm  alliance?  Do  acts  of  justice  and  of  humanity^ 
no  longer  form  the  boast  of  the  British  Cabinet  ?  Long 
has  the  fate  and  forbearance  of  Spanish  America,  inter- 
ested the  whole  world,  except  the  nation  of  which  it 
formed  part;  and  when  an  opportunity  offers  of  substan* 
tial  relief,  is  England,  no  longer  ambitious  of  weaving 
her  name  in  the  peace  and  regeneration  of  so  valuable  a 
continent,  wheo  she  can  do.  it  without  reproach  ?  What 
association  of  ideas  more  rational  and  more  flattering, 
than  those  which  arise  out  of  the  contemplation  of  such  a 
scene  ?  By  stopping  the  ravages  oif  war,  by  causing  the 
voice  of  justice  to  be  heard,  and  by  contributing  to  the 
future  happiness  and  prosperity  of  the  people  of  Spanish 
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iiMBriia,  we  ifaoiild  engrtve  out  nftmet  and  embalm  our 
iwambraaret  in  the  aiemoriea  of  their  grateful  posterity, 
Mid  hanng  helped  to  taiae  them  from  [tbefar  old  degra^ 
dattoa  and  eheina^  we  should  lay  the  fbundatiOTi  of 
that  grand  edifice^  they  are,  by  nature  and  a  multipli'-' 
ciiy  of  eiituMMnoea,  deatmed^  at  tome  future  period,  to 
nut. 


FINISL 
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D  OCUMENT  A. 

'*  By  virtue  of  an  official  paper,  which  I»  the  governor  of  thk 
island  of  Trinidad,  have  received  from  the  Right  Honourable 
Henry  Dundas,  minister  of  His  Britannic  Majesty,  for  Foreign 
Afiairs,  dated  April  7, 1797,  which  I  here  publish,  in  obedience 
to  orders^  and  for  the  use  which  your  Excellencies  may  draw 
from  its  publication,  in  order  that  you  may  communicate  its  te^* 
nour.  Which  is  literally  as  follows.— The  object  which, *at  present, 
I  desire,  most  particularly  to  recommend  to  your  attention,  is, 
the  means  which  might  be  most  adapted  to  liberate  the  people  of 
ihe  continent  near  to  the  island  of  Trinidad,  from  the  oppressive 
and  tyrannic  system,  which  supports,  with  so  much  rigour,  the 
monopoly  of  commerce,  under  the  title  of  exclusive  registers, 
which  their  government  licences  demand;   also  to  draw  the 
greatest  advantages  possible,  and  which  the  local  situation  of 
the  island  presents,  by  opening  a  direct  and  free  communication 
with  ihe  other  parts  of  the  World,  without  prejudice  to  the  com-« 
merce  of  the  British  nation.    In  order  to  fulfil  this  intention 
with  greater  facility,  it  will  be  prudent  for  your  Excellency,  to 
animate  the  inhabitaots  of  Trinidad,  in  keeping  up  the  com- 
munication which  they  had  with  those  of  Terra  firma,  [Previous 
to  the  reduction  of  that  island,  under  the  assurance,  that  they 
will  find  there  an  entrep6t,  or  general  magazine  of  every  sort  of 
goods  whatever.     To  this  end.  His  Britannic  Majesty  has  de« 
termined,  in  council,  to  grant  freedom  to  the  port  of  Trinidad, 
with  a  direct  trade  to  Great  Britain* 
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*<  With  regard  to  the  hopes  yon  entertain  of  ndsinf  the  spirits 
of  those  persons,  with  whom  yon  are  in  correspcmdeneey  towsrds 
animating  the  inabitants,  to  resist  the  oppressive  authority  oftheit 
government^  1  have^  Httle  more  to  say^  than  thai  they  may  he 
certain,  Aa/t  whenever  they  are  in  that  disposition,  they  may 
receive  at  your  hands,  alt  the  succours  to  be  expected  from  H.  B. 
Majesty  ;  he  it  with  forces^  or  with  arms  and  ammunition  to  any 
extent ;  with  the  assurance,  that  the  views  of  H.  B.  Majesty, 
go  no  further  than  to  secure  to  them  their  independence,  with-' 
out  pretending  to  any  sovereignty  over  their  country,  nor  even 
to  interfere  in  the  privileges  of  the  people,  nor  in  their  polu 
ticai,  civile  or  religious  rights.** '^Fuerio  de  Espana,  Jane  26^ 
1497»  signed  Thomas  Picton,  &e.  &c. 


Document  B. 

Copy  of  the  Instructions,  given  by  the  Usurper  Joseph 
Napoleon,  to  the  Commissary^  or  principal  Agentp  appoint^ 
ed  by  him  at  Baltimore  (M,  Desmolard)  and  to  the 
4^hers,  who,  furnished  with  his  Orders^  have  gone  to  SpamA 
AmeriiMffor  the  purpose  of  revolutionizing  it. 

The  object,  which  these  agents  are  to  aim  at,  for  the  present, 
is  no  other,  than  that  of  manifesting  to,  and  persuading  the  Creoles 
of  Spanish  America,  that  H.  I.  and  R.  M.  has  solely  in  view,  the 
giving  liberty  to  a  people,  enslaved  for  so  many  years,  without  ex- 
pecting  any  return  for  so  great  a  boon,  other  than  the  friendship 
of  the  natives,  and  the  commerce  with  the  harbours  of  both 
Americas;  that,  to  render  South  America,  free  and  independent 
from  Europe,  His  said  Majesty  offers  all  the  necessary  assis- 
tance, of  troops  and  warlike  stores,  having  agreed  with  the  United 
States   of  North    Ameriea^  to   accommodate  him  therewith. 
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tlvery  <iomiliiss2(ry«  or  agent  in  chief,  being  acquainted  with  the 
district  to  which  he  is  depnted,  and  also  with  the  character  of  its 
inhabitants,  will  have  no  difficulty  in  selecting  proper  person^,  to 
give  them  the  needful  instructions  for  persuading  the  people, 
and  pointing  out  to  them^  the  advantages  they  will  derive  from 
throwing  off  the  European  yoke^  He  will'  make  them  observe, 
that  large  sums  will  remain  and  circulate  in  the  American  pro- 
vinces, by  suspending  the  profuse  remittances  which  are  con« 
tinually  making  to  l^pain ;  and  that  their  Commerce  will  be  in-^ 
creased,  and  their  ports  be  open  to  all  foreign  nations.  He  will 
dwell  upon  the  advantages  to  be  dented  by  them,  frotn  the  free- 
dom of  agriculture,  and  the  cultivation  of  all  those  objects,  at 
present  prohibited  by  the  l^anish  government,  for  instance, 
that  of  saffron,  hemp,  j9ax,  olites,  tines,  &c.-^The  benefit  that 
will  accrue  to  them,  from  the  establishment  of  manufactures  of 
every  sort ;  the  great  satisfaction  and  advantages  of  abolishing 
the  monopolies  of  tobacco,  gunpowder,  stamps,  &c.  T6  obtain 
all  which,  with  facility,  the  people  being  for  the  greatest  part 
barbarous,  the  agents  ought  to  be  solicitous  to  render  themselves 
acceptable  to  the  govemots,  intendants,  curates,  and  prelates, 
lliey  will  spare  no  expence,  nor  any  other  means  of  g^ning 
their  goodwill,  especially  that  of  the  ecclesiastics,  on  whom 
they  are  to  prevail,  to  urge  and  peiisuade  the  penitents  when 
they  come  to  confeiss,  that  they  stand  in  need  of  an  independent 
government,  that  they  must  not  lose  so  favourable  an  opportunity^ 
as  that,  Which  now  presents  itself,  and  which  the  Emperor  Na* 
{K)leon  affords  them,  v^hoi  they  are  to  make  the  people  believe, 
is  sent  by  God,  to  chastise  the  piide  and  tyranny  of  monarchs, 
and  that  it  is  a  mortal  sin,  admitting  of  no  pardon,  to  resist 
God*s  will.  They  will,  on  etery  occasion,  call  to  theit  minds,  the 
opposition  th^  experience  from  Europeans,  the  vile  lliannar  in 
which  they  are  treated  by  them,  and  the  contempt  to  which 
they  are  exposed.  They  will  also  remind  the  Indians,  circum- 
stantially, of  the  cruelties  which  the  Spaniards  employed  in 
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fheir  oonquestSy  and  tbe  infamies  which  they  committed  toward* 
their  legitimate  sovereigns,  hy  dethroning  them;   by   taking' 
away  their  lives  or  enslaving  them.     They  will  depict  the  acts  of 
injustice  which  they  daily  experience,  when  applying  for  place«, 
Which  are  bestowed  by  the  viceroys  and  governors,  upon  those 
who  are  either  mtore  submissive  or  pay  better,  to  the  exclusion  of 
the  rtiieritorious.     They  will  direct  the  people's  attention,  to  the 
superior  tafents  of  the  many  neglected  Creoles,  and  people  of 
merit,  contrasted  with  the  European  public  officers  and  ecclesi- 
astics, which  will  make  apparent  the  hardships  they  suffer,  and 
will  enable  them  to  draw  a  parallel  between  the  talents  and  merits 
of  the  Creoles,  and  those  of  the  European  officers.     They  will  set 
before  their  eyes,  the  difference  between  tbe  United  States  and 
Spanish  Ameiica,  the  comforts  which  those  Americans  enjoy, 
their  progress  in  commerce,  agriculture,  and  navigation,  and  the 
pfleasure  of  living  free  from  the  Europeon  yoke,  and  being  left 
isolely  to  their  patriotic  and  elective  government.    They  will  as- 
ffure  them,  that  America,  once  disengaged  from  Spain,  will  be- 
come the  legislatrix  of  Europe.     All  agents,  both  principal  and 
subordinate,  are  to  specify  the  names  of  those  who  declare  them- 
^  selves  friends  and  votaries  of  liberty ;  and  the  subaltern  agents, 
are  to  transmit  the  lists  to  the  principals,  who  will  make  their 
reports  to  my  envoy  in  the  United  States,   for  my  information, 
and  that  1  may  duly  reward  every  individual.     My  agents  will 
refrain  from  declaiming  against  the  inquisition  or  the  church, 
and,  m  their  conversations,  rather  insist  upon  the  necessity  of 
that  holy  tribunsfct,  and  on  the  usefulness  of  the  clergy.     Upon 
the  insurrectional  standards  or  banners,  is  to  be  inscribed  the 
motto  ^^  Long  live  the  Catholic,  Apostolic,  and  Roman  religion, 
and  perish  the  bad  govemment."^    They  will,  moreover,  make 
the  Indians  observe,  how,  happy  they  will  be,  when  they  becoihe, 
oUce  more,  masters  of  their  country,  and  free  from  the  tyrannical 
tribute  which  they  pay  to  a  foreign  monarch.     And  lastly,  thejf 
will  tell  the  people,  that  their  said  monarch  does  not  so  much  as 
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exist  in  bis  own  gorernment,  but  is  in  tb^  power  of  the  restorer 
of  liberty  and  tbe  uniyersal  legislator.   Napoleon.     In  a  ^^trd, 
!ibese  agents  must,  by  all  possible  means»  endeavoar  to  shew    '.>e 
people  the  utility  which  will  arise  to  them  from  the  gcyernni«>nt 
in  question.    The  revolution  having  thus  been  piepared,  a^d  ajl 
the  principal  members,  who  are  to  take  a  share  in  it,  in  eveiy  city 
and  province  having  been  gained,  it  will  be  for  the  chief  and  sub- 
ordinate agents  to  accelerate  the  insurrection,  and  give  early, 
advice  to  the  other  subordinate  agents,  in  order  that  the  rising 
may  lake  place  at  the  different  points  agreed  upon,  on  the  same 
day,  and  at  the  same  hour,  this  being  a  very  material  pointy 
which  win  gieatly  facilitate  the  enterprize.  The  principal  agents, 
}n  every  province  of  their  department,  and  the  subalterns,  in  the 
points  assigned  them,  will  win  over  the  domestics  of  governors, 
intendants,  and  other  persons  in  power,  and  by  means  of  them 
they  will  poison  [envenenar]  those  of  this  class,  whooa  they  con- 
sider as  hostile  to  the  undertaking,  an  operation  (the  poisoning) 
which   is  to  precede  the  revolution,  in  order  to  remove  all  ob- 
stacles.   The  first  point  to  be  considered,  will  be,  how  to  stop 
the  remittances  of  treasure  to  the  Peninsula,  which  may  be  easily 
effected,  by  having  good  agents  at  Vera  Cruz,  and  the  other  port|S 
of  the  American  continent,  but  principally  at  Vera  Cruz,  where 
all.  the  vessels  arriving  from  Europe  will  be  received^  and  their 
officers  and  crews  immediately  confined  in  the  fortresses,  until 
every  thing  shall  have  succeeded,  and  the  rev(^ution  be  in  for- 
wardness.   The  agents^  are  further  directed  to  instruct  their  sub- 
agents,  to  transmit  to  them  frequent  accounts  of  the  progress  of 
the  revolution ;  and  the  chief  agents  will  communicate  with  the 
Envoy  in  the  United  States,  by  the  channels  that  shall  be  pointed 
out  to  them«    For  this  purpose,  it  will  be  proper  to  keep  pre- 
pared, land-conveyances  to  those  points  of  the  coast,  which  may 
be  deemed  siutable,  and  where,  there  are  always  to  lie  ready, 
yessels  for  any  emergency. 

(Signed)       JOSEPH  NAPOLEON. 
To  my  Envoy, 

PfiSMOLARD. 
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p.  S.  To  promote  a  certain  object,  of  which  you  have  iniU 
mation,  three  other  vessels  are  preparing  at  Baltimore.  There 
are  now  four  vessels  frequenting  the  different  points  of  the 
American  continent,  known  to  the  agents,  who  will  thereby  con-* 
tinue  giving  information  of  what  may  occur.  The  points  to 
which  they  more  especially  resort,  are  New  Santander,  Tampico 
in  the  kingdom  of  Mexico,  the  coast  of  Camayagua,  TruxUlo, 
Guatimala,  and  the  harbours  of  Peru,  Oumaua,  Rio  de  la  Hacha, 
Cartagena,  Santa  F^,  Caracas,  &c.  and  the  rest  of  the  Costa 
Firme,  whither  also  frequently  sail  two  vessels,  pretending  to  be 
nmugglers  from  Jamaica.  Desmolard,  from  recent  advices  he 
has  received  from  Mexico,  is  confident,  that  the  number  of 
partisans,  already  engaged,  is  immense^  and  those  all  of  the  first 
rank  ;  he  makes  no  doubt,  that  the  insurrection  will  take  place 
in  that  realms  that  the  success  of  the  scheme  at  Vera  Cruz,  is 
quite  certain ;  which  will  be  the  principal  point  of  the  whole  ex- 
pedition; that  he,  therefore,  keeps  ready  a  safe  conveyance  to 
advise  those  in  New  Orleans,  where  all  necessary  succours  are 
ready,  but  that  he  thinks  even  these  useless,  from  the  promises 
of  success  held  out  by  the  party  in  his  interest,  as  well  as  from 
the  supineness  of  that  goferument,  which  will  not  take  any  vi- 
gorous steps  when  the  moment  is  arrived ;  that  he  has,  besideSj 
secured  the  powerful  co-operation  of  the  Indian  governors,  of 
the  Teypares  of  San  Juan  and  Santiago  in  Mexico,  and  those  of 
the  iirovinces  of  Tlascala  and  Tepeaca,  which  are  in  the  strait 
road  to  .Vera  Cruz,  by  which  means,  the  remittances  of  treasure, 
and  all  correspondence  vrith  Mexico,  will  be  cut  off  completely; 
that  he  has  also  very  encouraging  intelligence  from  Cali- 
fornia ;  and  thiU:  those  from  lima  are  not  less  so.  Desmo* 
lard,  from  the  accounts  he  has  received,  also  calculates  upon  the 
principal  officers  of  the  army,  especially  on  the  garrison  of  Vera 
Cruz,  and  the  detachment  of  the  castle  of  Porote,  which  he  will 
have  immediately  in  his  interest,  and  which  is  a  point  that  will 
afford  the  means  of  entirely  catting  off  the  correspondence  of  the 
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whole  kingdom  £rom  Vera  Cruz ;  and  finally,  that  he  flatters  him- 
eelf  with  the  happy  issue  of  his  ulteriour  projects. 

This  copy  is  taken  from  the  original  in  the  office  of  the  Se- 
cretary to  the  Supreme  Junta,  preserving  the  rights  of  Don  Fer* 
dinand  VII.  in  Venezuela;  and  intending  to  communicate  the 
present  to  H.  E.  the  Admiral  of  the  Barbadoes  station,  as  a 
precantion  against  Napoleon's  intrigues,  ]  have  signed  it  at  the 
Caracas,  JMay  31,  iai«. 

(Sis[Qed)  J.  6.  ROSHBIO. 


BOCUMBNT  C, 

Ms^act  qfth^  Remonstrance^  presented  by  the  Munici* 
polity  of  Mexico^  on  the  bth  of  August^  ]80d>  to  Viceroy 
Iturrigaray^for  the  Assembly,  of  a  Junta  of  the  tribunals 
und  Constituted  Authorities  in  the  Capitah 

*' Juntas  of  the  goTemn^ent,  and  respectable  bodies  of  the 
cities  and  kingdoms,  are  no  more  than  in  exact  conformity  to  tha 
}aw,*  which  ordains,  that  all  arduous  cases,  shall  be  consulted  with 
the  people ;  and  as  in  existing  circumstances,  in  consequence  of 
the  seizure  of  the  king,  the  sovereignty  is  Tested  in  the  nation, 
in  order  that  its  interests  may  be  eoQsdted,  the  united  authorities, 
together  with  the  Municipalities,  which  are  the  heads  of  the 
people,  do  exactly  the  same  as  would  the  monarch  himself,  for 
the  general  welfare/* 

,  **  Mexico,  as  was  manifested  in  her  first  remonstrance,  had 
in  view,  the  same  principles  as  influenced  SeviUe,  Valencia,  and 

•  Recop.  de  CastilU,  ley  ii.  tit.  i.  lib.  6.— By  the  aocieat  laws  of 
the  monarchy,  the  kia^  was  aot  anthorized  to  make  war,  without  calliog 
the  reprcteatativei  of  the  cities  aad  towns  around  him. 
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and  the  other  cities  of  Spain ;  and  she  was  empowered^  in  like 
manner,  as  the  above  two  faithful  capitals^  to  do  what  she  con* 
ceived  was  advisable  in  such  urgent  circumstances;  the.  difference 
alone  is,  that  the  one  only  proposed,  and  the  others  carried  their 
principles  into  execution." 

*'  These  most  innocent  examples,  and  besides  necessary  and 
useful  to  the  public  cause,  point  out  what  ought  to  be  done  to 
organise  a  governing  junta,  composed  of  the  Royal  Audencia, 
the  Archbishop,  Municipality,  and  Deputies  from  the  Tribunals, 
Ecclesiastical  and  Secular  bodies,  the  Nobility,  principal  Citizens, 
and  Military.  This  Junta  shall  deliberate  on  the  most  weighty 
matters  which  surround  us,  and  these  shall  be  determined  as  most 
conformably  to  our  interests." 

**  The  Junta  is  nedessaiy,  for  although  we  are  at  present,  free 
from  the  urgent  danger  which  threatened  us,  on  the  part  of  France ; 
we,  nevertheless,  ought  not,  to  neglect  onr  means  of  defence,  till 
we  receive  positive  advices,  which  may  make  us  perfectly  easy. 
It  is,  at  the  same  time,  necessary,  to  fill  up  the  immense  void  ex- 
isting between  the  governing  authorities  aod  the  sovereignty,  by 
procuring  to  the  subjects  the  means  of  their  felicity,  and  satisfying 
their  hearts  and  wishes;  thus  replacing  those  means  of  appeal  they 
before  had  to  the  council  of  the  Indies,  or  to  the  person  of  the 
king;  and  finally,  many  amendments  ought  to  be  made  in  the 
nominations  for  secular  and  ecclesiastical  dignities ;  these  being 
the  only  means,  by  which  the  kingdom,  thus  united,  and  possessed 
of  the  high  faculties  which  devolve  to  itj  in  consequence  of  the 
nbsence  of  the  monarch,  may  overcome  all  difficulties." 

^'  This  union  of  authorities,  is  likewise  necessary,  as  being 
the  most  admirable  means  to  reduce  the  opinions  of  all  the  people 
to  one  vote;  which  will  prevent  the  fatal  consequences  which,  in 
the  interiour  and  exteriour,  will  arise  from  disunion,  and  in  such 
urgent  moments,  every  one  will  then  be  happy,  their  patriotism  ' 
find  wishes,  will  be  united  by  love,  enthusiasm  and  a  sense  of  tho 
public  good/* 
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"  The  city,  particularly,  dwells  on  this^  means,  and  calls  to 
mind,  the  benefits  and  triumphs  which  the  monarchs  thereby  ac« 
quired,  and  by  which,  it  adds,  *^  the  nation,  animated  by  unani- 
mity  in  each  kingdom,  is  now  attempting  the  most  heroic  of  deeds. 
All  nations,  convinced,  by  experience,  of  its  utility,  have  put  it 
in  practice,  and  our  laws  establish  it,  as  the  solid  barrier  to  save 
the  country  from  dangers." 

**  The  city,  consequently  thinks  that  the  time  is  arrived,  for 
adopting  the  same  means  as  have  been  carried  into  effect,  in  Spain. 
The  Junta,  which  your  Excellency  is  to  form,  for  the  present,  of 
the  authorities,  and  respectable  bodies,  as  above  referred,  in  the 
mean  time  that  the  representatives  of  the  kingdom^  are  assembled, 
will  carefully  examine  its  interests,  &c." 

*^  But  the  two  fundamental  points  on  which  the  Junta  is  to 
act,  ought  not  to  be  forgotten.  The  first  is,  that  the  authorities 
retain  the  full  extent  of  their  faculties,  in  the  same  manner,  as  if 
the  derangement  which  we  deplore  in  the  monarchy,  ha<!l  not 
taken  place.  That  is,  that  your  Excellency  still  hold  the  same 
power  which  the  laws  grant,  and  that  the  same  be  observed  with 
the  other  tribunals.  The  second  is,  that  in  order  to  fill  up  the 
immense  void,  which  exists  between  the  authority  of  your  Excel- 
lency and  the  Sovereignty,  it  is  necessary  to  recur  to  the  kingdom 
represented  in  the  executive,  by  the  authorities  and  bodies  exist- 
ing in  the  capital,  in  union  with  the  Municipality  as  Metropolitan* 
The  remonstrance  proves  the  grounds  of  this  demand,  by  the  ex- 
ample of  the  guardians  of  the  king,  who,  when  the  father  dies, 
without  having  named  them,  are  chosen  by  the  kingdom^  by  virtue 
of  the  sovereignty  it  exercises ;  and  insisting  that  all  acts  ought 
to  conduce  to  the  keeping  of  Mexico  for  Ferdinand  VII.  it 
concludes,  that  the  present  moments  are  not  to  be  disregarded, 
because  the  least  injury  in  existing  circumstances,  may  produce 
the  most  fatal  consequences." 

Observation*  Herein  are  explained,  in  the  most  official  form, 
(this  being  the  report  of  the  9iunicipality  of  Mexico)  the  motives 
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9iti  gnronnds  for  preferring  the  «ttthority  of  a  Junta^  to  the  wr^ 
bitrary  power  of  a  viceroy.  To  this  the  audiencia  was  opposed, 
with  whom  the  Europeans  all  joined ;  and  the  viceroy  was  con'* 
Yinced  of  the  necessity  and  legality  of  a  Junta,  by  the  arguments 
laid  before  him*  bat  the  measure  was  not  carried.  This  was  tho 
original  and  principal  ground  of  dissention,  in  this  as  in  the  other 
sections^  and  it  is  melancholy  to  say,  has  caused  the  sacrifice  of 
more  than  a  million  of  lives,  and  the  destruction  of  some  hun^ 
4red  millions  of  property,   besidea  that  of  many  cities  mi<{ 

jtoWBS. 


Document  D. 

ttoyal  Order  of  th$  Council  of  Regency  of  Spain  and 
the  Indies* 

AttfOBt  31,  WkOm 
^  Scarcely  had  the  Council  of  Regency  received  the  une^* 
pected  and  disagreeable  news  of  the  occurrences  of  Caracas, 
whose  inhabitants,  instigated,  no  doubt,  bysinne  intrigtdttgand 
&ctious  persons,  have  committed  the  indignity  to  dedare  them-* 
selves  indepMident  of  the  mother-country,  and  have  created  m 
governing  Junta  to  exercise  this  supposed  independent  authoiity, 
when  His  Majesty  determined  to  take  the  most  acti?e  and  effica* 
dous  means  to  attack  this  evil  in  its  origin  and  progress.  But, 
in  order  to  proceed  with  that  mature  deliberation  and  circum- 
spection, which  a  matter  of  such  importance  deserved.  His  Ma- 
jesty conceived  it  advisable,  previously  to  consult  the  supreme 
Coundl  of  Spain  and  the  Indies.  Hiis  has  been  done ;  and, 
consequently,  such  measures  have  Ijeen  taken,  as  His  Majesty 
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does  not  doubt  mVi  answer  their  end ;  particularly  since,  accord« 
ing  to  later  accounts,  neither  the  capital  or  proTince  of  Maracaibo 
or  Coro,  nor  even  the  inteiior  of  that  of  Caracas,  have  taken  part 
in  this  criminal  proceeding ;  but  have,  on  th^  contrary,  not  only 
acknowledged  the  Council  of  Regency,  but,  animated  by  the  best 
spirits  in  favour  of  the  people  of  the  mother-country,  have  taken 
the  most  efficacious  measures  to  oppose  the  absurd  idea  of  Ca- 
racas, in  declaring  itself  independent,  without  being  possessed  of 
the  means  of  maintaining  its  independence.  His  Majesty,  ne- 
vertheless, has  considered  it  indispensable  to  declare,  as  he  hereby 
declares,  that  the  province  of  Caracas,  is  in  the  state  of  a  rigorous 
blockade ;  at  the  same  time  commanding,  that  no  vessel  shall  be 
allowed  to  enter  its  ports,  under  the  penalty  of  being  detained  by 
eruizei-s  and  ships  of  His  Majesty ;  and  forbidding  all  command- 
ers, and  civil  and  military  chiefs  of  all  the  provinces  and  domi* 
nions  of  His  Majesty,  to  authorize  any  vessel  whatever  to  proceed 
to  La  Guira ;  and  ordering  that  they  do  not,  on  any  pretext,  grant 
any  permits  or  licences  to  any  vessel  bound  there,  or  to  any  other 
port  or  river  of  said  province ;  moreover,  commanding,  that  all 
vessels  leaving  the  same,  for  whatever  destination,  be  captured, 
seized,  and  confiscated ,  and  that  this  order  may  have  full  effect. 
His  Majesty  sends  a  sufficient  naval  force,  to  hinder  any  vessel 
from  going  in  or  out  of  the  ports  of  said  province.'* 

*^  Ilis  Majesty  further  ordains,  that  all  the  governors  and 
chiefs  of  the  provinces  contiguous  to  the  one  above  named,  hinder 
therein,  the  introduction  of  provisions,  arms,  or  warlike  imple- 
ments ;  and  also  the  exportation  of  the  produce  of  their  soil  or 
industry,  and  that  they  endeavour,  by  every  possible  means, 
to  prevent  any  communication  with  the  inhabitants  of  said 
province." 

"  This  royal  resolution,  does  not  extend  to  the  districts  of  the 
above  captain^generalship,  which,  refusing  to  follow  the  perni- 
cious example  of  Caracas,  have  manifested  their  constant  fidelity, 
by  renouncing  the  project  of  rebellion,  which  only  originates  in 
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title  ui^Iiinited  ambition  of  some  pei'sons,  and  in  the  blind  credu- 
lity of  others,  who  suffer  themselres  to  be  dragged  away  by  the 
ardent  passions  of  their  citizens.  His  Majesty  has  taken  the  most 
secure  measures,  in  order  completely  to  extirpate  these  evils,  and 
to  punish  the  authors  thereof,  with  all  the  rigour  which  the  rights 
of  sovereignty  authorise  him  to  use,  unless  there  is  a  previous 
and  voluntary  submission :  in  which  case.  His  Majesty  grants 
them  a  general  pardon.  His  Majesty  commands,  that  this  reso- 
lution shall  circulate  in  all  his  dominions,  for  the  purpose  of  its 
being  carried  into  effect,  as  well  also  as  in  foreign  countries,  in 
order  that  they  may  there  act  conformably  to  the  measures  takeo 
for  the  Uockade  of  said  coasts,"  &c.  &c. 

Observation.  This  decree  was  issued,  without  any  previous 
communication  with  Caracas,  as  a  means  to  ascertain  Hs  views.  It 
is  evident,  that  the  Regency  was  sorely  galled  by  its  sovereignty 
not  being  admitted,  yet  few  months  afterwards,  Spain  herself 
declared  this  same  to  have  been  an  illegal  goveinment.  The 
object  of  the  blockade,  was  principally  against  the  British ;  an4 
was  not  this  a  ground  for  some  demonstration  on  the  part  of  a 
minister,  independent  of  the  unjust  and  impolitie  act,  then  com* 
mitting,  which  could  not  fail  to  bring  abont  a  cruel  and  disas- 
trous war  ?  In  order,  however,  that  the  basis  of  the  above  de^ 
eree,  may  be  the  better  understood,  I  here  subjoin  an  extract  of 
the  motives  which  induced  the  people  of  Caracas  to  confide  their 
administration  to  a  Junta,  instead  of  a  Viceroy  (the  great  crime  they 
had  committed,  and  for  which  war  was  declared  against  them)» 
but  the  curious  on  this  subject,  will  do  well  to  read  the  official 
details  in  No.  4  of  £1.  Espanol. 

The  revolution  in  Caracas,  broke  oat  on  the  19th  April,lS10. 
The  troops  took  part  with  the  people,  by  which  means,  blood  was 
avoided*  The  administration  was  confided  to  a  Junta,  till  the 
votes  were  collected  for  the  formation  of  a  more  substantial  go- 
vernment :  secretaries,  &c.  were  named.  On  the  29th,  the  new 
government  published  a  manifest  of  its  proceedings.    This  do* 
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Cmnent  contains  a  succinct  detail  of  the  misfortunes  of  the  Peniff* 
8ula,  and  describes  its  situation  as  most  desperate.     It  declares, 
that  the  object  of  the  revolution,  or  rather  change,  is  as  a  shelter 
from  the  pretensions  of  the  other  nations  of  Europe ;   the  in- 
trigues of  the  French  cabinet,  and  the  designs  which  the  mem- 
bers of  the  dissolved  central  Junta,  might  have  on  that  country ; 
to  maintain  political  order ;  to  sustain,  as  much  as  possible,  the 
rightful  dynasty  of  Spain  ;  to  relieve  the  fete  of  Ferdinand  VII. 
in  case  he  should  be  freed  from  his  captivity ;  and  to  preserve  the 
glory  oi  the  Spanish  name,  by  offering  an  asylum  to  the  remnants 
of  that  glorious  nation.— The  new  government  began  the  exercise 
of  its  functions*  by  acts  in  favour  of  the  people.     The  abolitioa 
of  the  alcabalay  tributes  of  the  Indians,  &c.  was  decreed ;  and 
agriculture  and  trade  declared  free,  &c.     Virtue  and  moderation 
were  invoked  and  placed  as  mottos,  and   fraternity,  union,  and 
generosity,  as  guides  to  their  conduct.     Here  rest  the  grounds  of 
the  Cadiz  Regency  war  decree,  which,  together  with  all  its  ac- 
companying horrors,  drove  the  inhabitants  of  Caracas  to  the  ex- 
treme of  declaring  their  absolute  independence,  on  the  5th  of  July, 
1811,  as  is  strongly  manifested  in  the  various  acts  published  on 
that  occasion.    This  war  decree,  has  also  wrapt  the  rest  of  Span- 
ish America  in  a  state  of  civil  war»  and  in  scenes  of  universal  des- 
truction.    Causa  quoe  sit,  videris. 


Document  E. 

Answer  of  the  Supreme  Junta,  preserving  the  Rights  of 
Ferdinand  Vlh  in  Venezuela ;  addressed  to  His  Excels 
lency  the  Marques  de  las  Hormazas,  as  Minister  in 
Spain. 

Caracas,  May  20,  1810. 

The  private  letter  of  Y.  E.  of  the  15th  of  Fcbraary,  ult.  has 
informed  us  of  the  measure  which  the  Council  called  the  Regency, 
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tins  f)ceii  .pleased  to  take,  id  order  to  remedy,  as  far  as  possible^ 
the  most  weighty  evils,  caused  by  the  scandalous  abuse  aiid  arbi^ 
Irariuess,  with  which,  during  the  last  reign,  as  Well  as  for  twenty 
^ears  back,  thef  offiiies  of  European  and  Afidierican  Spain  haVe  been 
distributed ;  i^hereby,  the  door  has  been  shut  to  persons  of  talent,^ 
{patriotism,  and  true  merit ;  at  the  same  time,  that  it  has  been 
open  to  a  multitude  of  ignorant,  depraved,  and  immoral  personsy 
to  the  manififst  injury  of  tl^e  interests  of  His  Majesty  and  the 
public  cause. 

The  Junta,  wdich  at  present,  ^otems  these  provinces,  m  t&e 
same  of  the  King  our  Lord,  -  Ferdinand  VIL  cannot  but  applaud 
the  philanthropic  views  of  the  individuals  who  compose  the  said 
Council ;  but  in  doing  this  justice  to  their  intentions,  it  would, 
at  the  same  time,  have  vtdshed,  that  the  election  of  the  means, 
adopted  by  their  Excellencies  to  suppress  these  abuses,  and  guard 
against  them  in  future,  had  authorized  grounds  for  hopcs^  less 
fallacious  than  those  which  have  unfortunately  hitherto  deceived 
vs.  Such,  for  example,  as  the  hopes  we  were  led  to  conceive, 
from  the  decree  *  issued  by  the  Central  Junta,  in  Aranjuez,  on 
26th  Oct.  1810,  but  which  that  body  afterwards  belied,  T^hen 
transferred  to  Seville,  when  it  acted,  in  this  particular,  as  scan^a-^ 
lously,  if  not  more  so,  than  the  ministry  of  Charles  I V. 

Weighed  down  by  internal  despotism,  more  than  by  the 
onerous  exactions,  which,  from  the  period  of  their  settlement, 
these  provinces  have  borne ;  rented  out,  during  eighteen  years^ 
in  all  their  branches,  to  the  foreign  house  of  the  Welsers  f ;  con- 
tinually outraged  by  estranged  persons,  who,  by  the  distance  of 
the  supreme  power,  were  secure  in  the  impunity  of  their  crimes ; 

•  Tlie«r»t  decree,  dedarlnc  that  the  Spanisk  American  provioceff 
were  Dot  colonies,  but  iheir  Uihabitants,  m  free  aad  equal  as  those  of  the 
Pcoiosala,  yet  never  practically  executed. 

f  Charles  V.  granted  this  province  to  the  commercial  house  of  the 
Welsers,  as  an  beriditary  fief  of  the  crown,  to  answer  demands  they  had 
vpon  him.  The  ferocity  of  their  agents,  it  mioatelj  descrtbed  by  0e^ 
fMs,  v^l.  1«  ai  well  at  the  tnferisgs  of  the  iahabitaott. 
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ill-treated,  from  th«  administration  of  justice,  Im^b^  ahrayi  i 
fided  to  Tcnal  persons ;  and  (to  use  the  same  phrase  as  contained 
in  the  proclamation  of  their  Excellencies)  beheld  with  indif* 
ference;  harassed  by  avarice;  destroyed  by  ignorance;  an4 
bent  down  nnder  a  yoke,  rendered  more  heavy,  from  the  greater 
distance  of  the  centre  of  power ;  how  many  times  have  we  n«l 
recurred  to  the  supreme  authority,  hoping,  that  at  length,  our 
long  sufferings  would  be  recompensed  by  the  extirpation  of 
abuses,  which  could  not  be  expected,  as  long  at  the  erroneous 
and  vicious  regimen  of  our  court  lasted ;  and  unless  it  was,  bj 
the  punishment  of  all  kinds  of  wickedness,  with  which  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  crown,  have  stainecL  themselves  in  all  the  pro- 
TOices  of  America, 

Notwithstanding  the  accusations  against  the  Spanish  magls- 
trates  in  these  dominionsy  were  often  repeated,  it  appeared,  as  if 
the  continuance  of  receiving  them,  had,  by  degrees,  taken  frooi 
|hem,  all  kind  of  force  and  credit.  Under  the  pretext  of  preserv- 
ing the  decorum  of  the  authorities,  and  to  obtain  for  them,  %xAh 
mission  and  obedience,  the  Spanish  court,  has  professed  the  eon^ 
ftant  policy  of  upholding  its  officers  at  every  risk,  thus  rejectinf 
our  complaints,  and  endeavouring  to  appease  them,  by  ambiguoui 
measures,  or  by  multiplying  the  trammels  and  the  coMs,  in  order, 
that  the  warmth  of  the  complainants,  might  be  gradually,  r^ 
duced. 

How  few  magistrates,  have  we  seen,  who  had  a  true  zeal 
for  our  interest;  who  were  enlightened  and  impartial  in  the  ad« 
ministration  of  justice;  accessible  to  the  clamours  of  oppressed 
humanity ;  moderate  and  prudent  in  the  exercise  of  their  enor- 
1U0US  faculties ;  or  who  have  not  returned  to  Europe,  bloated 
with  the  substance  of  the  Americans  ?  Ami,  notwithstanding, 
this,  when  was  it,  that  one  of  so  many  monsters,  had  been  seen, 
to  satisfy  the  severity  of  the  laws,  by  receiving  the  punishments 
they  deserved,  even  by  their  deposition,  or  by  a  solemn  reproba- 
tion ?    Seldom  have  they  met  with  any  other  chastisement,  than 
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that  of  being  transferred  to  better  offices,  or  admonished  with  prw 
vate  orders,  which  scarcely  served  foy  any  thing  else,  than  to 
point  out  to  them,  the  enemies  of  whom  thev  were  to  be  cau- 
tious, and  against  whom,  they  might  in  future,  level  their  aims, 
with  more  rancour  and  dexterity. 

This  has  been  the  only  satisfaction  we  have  obtained,  when 
the  ministers,  or  supreme  tribunals,  have  deigned  to  listen  to  us  i 
and  when  time,  and  the  great  expence^  of  the  applicatioti,  have 
not  buried  the  claims  in  oblivion,  or  when  they  have  not  obliged 
US,  patiently  to  suffer  greater  iniquities. 

Their  Excellencies,  know  well  these  defects,  ind  appear  dis- 
posed to  remedy  them ;  let  us  now  see,  what  are  the  measures 
they  fix  oui  for  so  important  a  reform.  Th6  first,  consists  ia 
asking  of  us,  deputies  for  the  meeting  of  the  Cortes.  We  will 
'  not,  in  this  place,  pretend  to  repeat,  what  we  have  already  mani- 
fested to  the  Council  of  Regency  itself,  respecting  the  dispropor- 
tion, existing  between  these  deputies  required,  and  the  popula- 
tion of  America ;  and,  also,  with  regard  to  the  defective  repfe- 
-sentation  with  which  they  will  be  vested,  from  being  named  by  the 
municipalities,  and  not  by  the  people ;  since  the  former  cannot 
4»nfer  upon  them  a  public  character,  they  themselves  do  not 
possess ;  and,  in  short,  respecting  the  little  confidence  which  the 
people  must  place  in  persons,  elected  under  the  immediate  io" 
fluence  of  their  oppressors. 

But,  for  a  moment,  let  us  grant  to  these  deputies,  all  the 
qualities  necessary  to  fulfil  their  weighty  charge ;  let  us  suppose, 
that  they  hold  in  the  Cortes,  that  share  in  the  legislature 
which  belongs  to  them,  but  which  they  can  never  exercise, 
in  consequence  of  their  small  number :  from  this,  the  most 
that  would  result,  is,  that  our  code  would  be  rendered  more  per- 
fect; so  that  just,  wise,  and  impartial  laws,  would  be  esta- 
blished. But,  where  is  the  guarantee  of  their  observance  ^ 
Who  is  there  to  assure  us,  that  the  new  dispositions  of  the 
national  legislature,  will  be  better  complied  with,  than  so  many 
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salutary  regulations  with  which  our  code  abounds,  but  which 
have,  in  great  measure,  fallen  into  disuse  ?  Your  Excellency 
knows,  very  well,  that  the  national  sovereignty  is  null,  and  its 
representation  imaginary,  when  the  organization  of  the  executive 
branch,  does  not  consolidate  the  rights  of  the  people,  by  placing 
.  barriers  to  arbitrariness;  and  that  if  our interiour institutions, do 
not  preserve  us  from  the  evils  we  have  hitherto  experienced,  we 
should  have  to  lament  the  inobservance  of  the  best  laws,  whenever 
they  may  be  found  in  contradiction  with  avarice,  pride,  and  ths 
resentments  of  those  who  are  sent  over  to  execute  them. 

Another  of  the  means,  of  which   their  Excellencies  have 
availed  themselves,  appears  in  the  order  to  which  we  now  give 
answer,  and  is  to  require  private  information  respecting  the  qua- 
lities of  all  the  individuals,  who  hold  in  these  dominions  of  the 
king,  any  ecclesiastical,  political,  military,  and  financial  offices. 
It  is,  but,  feebly,  to  know  the  corruption  which  has  gangrened 
even  the  heart  of  the  Spanish  government,  to  anticipate  good 
effects  from  a  measure,   that  only  rests  on  the  word  and  good 
faith  of  the  viceroys  and  captain-generals.     We  might  truly  say, 
that  the  capital  of  each  of  these  governments,  is  a  complete 
sketch  of  our  ancient  court  at  home,   in  all  its  intrigues ;  that 
each  of  the  principal  chiefs,  is  surrounded  by  a  band  of  satellites, 
panting   after  grants  burdensome  to  the  people,  and  strongly 
united  to  the  same  chiefs,  by  the  bonds  of  common  interest ;  of 
whom  the  greatest  part,  have  placed  their  confidence  in  ignorant 
and  wicked  men,  incapable  of  guiding  them  in  a,  proper  manner, 
and  accustomed  to  abuse  this  confidence  for  their  own  private 
ends.     Black,   indeed,   as  is  this  portrait,   which  we  now  lay 
before  your  Excellency,  we  are,  nevertheless,  well  assured,  that 
it  would  perfectly  correspond,  with  the  testimony  of  all  the  other 
people  of  America.    It,  therefore,  results,  that  the  private  order 
to  which  we  now  return  an  answer,  could  not  be  considered  in 
any  other  light,  than  as  most  dangerous  instrument,  in  the  hands 
of  viceroys  and  captain-generals;  since  it  would  only  serve  for 
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the  advantage  of  favourites,  and  for  the  ruin  and  disci^it  ef 
their  rivals,  and,  in  short,  to  render  worse,  those  very  vices,  it  i^ 
intended  to  remedy. 

What  report  could  your  Excellency  expect  from  all  thosef 
chiefs,  who  are  unj^ustly  placed  in  those  very  offices,  to  which 
the  order  is  directed  for  compliance?     Does  your  Excellency 
beliete,   they  would  do  it,  by  beginning  vnth  themselves,  as 
being  unworthily  elevated  to  the  ranks  they  hold,  by  means  of 
that  very  same  abuse  and  arbitraiiness,   to  which  allusion  is 
made  ?    Can  it  be  believed,   that  none  of  those  from  whom  in- 
formation is  demanded,  have  not  themselves  risen  by  this  very 
means,   when  the  disorder  which  has  uniformly  reigned,   has 
been  frequent  and  general  ?     Could  the  captain-general  of  Cara- 
cas, be  exempt  from  this  stigma,  when  he  obtained  the  command 
of  these  provinces,  whilst  yet  a  prisoner  of  war,  compi-ehended  in 
the  capitulation  of  Madrid,  sworn  to  the  French  government, 
named  by  Napoleon  for  this  very  office,  and  confirmed  by  the  in- 
trusive monarch  of  Spain,  in  the  very  nomination,  he  has  since 
received  from  the  Central  Junta  ?    Would  this  chief,  perchance, 
have  reported,  that  none  of  the  three  ministers  placed  in  the 
^udiencia,  had  been  raised  but  by  leaps,  being  entirely  destitute 
of  the  merit  belonging  to  the  high  dignity  of  the  gown,  and 
without  even  having  exemsed  the  office  of  advocate,  when,  at  the 
»ame  time,  he  promoted  the  deposition  of  an  auditor  of  war,  who 
had  served  from  the  year  1795;   and  placed  in  his  stead,  an 
Ignorant  and  proud  person,  without  merit  or  services  ?    Would 
he  have  denounced  the  inability  and  arbitrary  conduct  of  such 
officers,  who  already  knew  no  other  law,  than  his  own  caprice, 
acting  with  absolute  independence  and  sovereignty  ? 

We  repeat  to  your  Excellency  with  the  freedom  which  our 
sacred  obligations  prescribe,  that  Spanish  America,  cannot  rest 
her  hopes  of  amelioration,  but  in  the  previous  reform  of  her  in- 
ternal institutions.  Every  thing  else,  is  in  vain,  precarious, 
guimerical,  suitable  to  produce  only  a  momentary  illusion,  ^ 
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insufficient  to  fill  the  duties  of  the  Spanish  government.  This 
alone  is  capable  of  making^  us  bear  with  the  privation  of  so 
many  advantages  and  so  many  benefits^  ivhich  can  only  be 
derived^  from  the  beneficent  influence  of  a  degiee  of  inde- 
pendence, such  a  one  as  is  declared  in  the  proclamation,  which 
the  new  government  of  Cadiz  has  again  sent  out  to  us;  in  which, 
considering  us  raised  to  the  dignity  of  free  men,  it  announces, 
that  in  selecting  a  representative  in  the  national  congress,  our 
destinies  are  in  our  own  hands,  and  no  longer  depend  on 
ministers,  viceroys,  or  governors.  An  independence,  obtained 
without  the  necessity  of  this  nomination,  in  order  to  avoid  the 
l^bfiurdity  of  granfting  to  the  chiefs,  more  right  and  faculty  than 
to  their  constituents. 

The  best  laws  will  be  of  no  avail,  as  long  as  a  captain- 
general  can  say,  with  impunity,  that  in  these  provinces,  he 
acknowledges  no  authority  superiour  to  his  own,  that  his  will  is 
the  law;  and  whilst,  to  make  him  change  his  tone,  it  is  necessary 
to  recur  to  a  supreme  power,  at  such  a  distance  from  us,  and 
which  is,  itself,  in  some  measure,  pledged  to  its  own  acts,  and 
the  proceedings  of  its  representatives. 

Those  who  have  been  in  the  habits,  of  managing  any  branch 
of  the  vast  dependence  of  the  Indies, ,  cannot  fail  to  ratify,  by 
interiour  conviction,  the  truth  of  our  assertions ;  and  if  it  were 
allowed,  or  convenient,  they  might  prove  them,  by  innumerable 
facts.  .  Let  one  suffice  for  all.  The  supreme  tribunals,  tired  with 
listeniqg  to  the  clamours  against  the  royal  audiencia  of  thi» 
capital,  find  themselves  under  the  necessity  of  resorting  to  an 
expedient,  pointed  out  for  similar  cases,  by  the  legislation  of 
the  Indies;  tut  which,  had  been  laid  aside,  from  being  defec- 
tive, or  from  the  negligence  of  the  Spanish  government. 

A  visiting  judge  arrives  in  this  capital,  cl6athed  with  all  the 
parade  generally  bestowed  on  such  ministers,  by  the  apparent 
importance  of  their  commissions,  and  the  specious  forms  so  care- 
fully conferred  upon  them.     Hundreds  of  persons,  hasten  to 
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solicit  reparation  for  their  injuries,  and  as  a  dread  to  the  magis-ji 
trates,  who,  from  venality,  favour,  or  other  'motives,  had  scanda-i 
lously  trampled  on  justice.  But  what  happened?  Did  the 
injured  receive  any  indemnity  ?  Was  any  magistrate  deposed  ? 
This  entire  body  of  complainants,  was  dismissed  by  the  visiting 
judge,  with  the  truly  satisfactory  answer,  that  the  descisions  of 
the  audiencia^  were  irrevQcable ;  and  before  the  proceedings 
were  closed,  those  very  persons  who  had  caused  them,  were 
raised  to  offices  of  more  importance  than  they  before  held,  The 
treasury  had  to  bear  a  considerable  expence  on  account  of  the 
visiting  judge  and  hisclerj^s^  he  caused  many  injuries  in  the  ex« 
ercise  of  the  Regency,  which  had  been  conferr^  on  hin^  during 
his  commission,  and  the  evils  which  gave  rise  to  it,  remained 
without  remedy. 

We  hope  that  your  Excellency,  far  from  attributing  the  free-i 
domof  our  language,  to  the  motives  with  which,  endeavouis  have 
always  been  made  to  blacken  American  patriotism,  will  do  us  the 
justice  to  think,  that  we  would  spare  this  exposition  of  our  in- 
juries, and  would  omit  every  reflection  on  the  proper  means  of 
guarding  against  them  in  future,  if  we  did  not  consider  it  useful 
and  necessary  to  the  interests  of  the  Spanish  monarchy,  whose 
integral  preservation  to  its  worthy  and  legitimate  sovereign,  is  the 
first  of  our  vows.  The  language  with  which  we  express  ourselves, 
although  it  may  appear  strong, ,  is  exactly  conformable  to  facts, 
suited  to  the  noble  freedom  witfe  which  a  people  ought  to  demand 
justice,  and  it  cannot  appear  scandalous,  bqt  to  the  ears  of  those, 
who  compare  it  with  the  ancient  system  of  terror  which  they 
would  wish  to  prolong.  We  request  your  Excellency  to  be 
pleased  to  inform  your  government  of  the  whole,  and  believe  us 
animated  with  the  highest  consideration  to  your  person,  &c.  &c, 

(Si|^ed)  JOSE  DE  LAS  LLAMOSAS,  President. 

MARTIN  TOVAR  PONTE,  Vice^Prciidemi. 
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Document  Fi 

Letter  from  the  Junta  of  Caracas,  to  His  Majesty 
George  III. 

Caracas^  Jabe  1,  1810; 

<<  America  remenibers  welU  that  in  the  first  moments,  when 
the  irruption  of  the  French  troops  into  Spisiin,  and  the  Captivity 
of  her  monarch,  occasioned  a  dread  that  the  Spanish  sections  of 
the  new  world,  might  be  incorporated  under  the  French  yoke; 
your  Majesty  conld  not  remain  indifferent  to  the  fate  of  so  large 
a  portion  of  the  globe;  and  the  representatives  of  your  Majesty 
in  the  Archipelago  of  the  Antilles,  in  your  royal  name,  made  us 
the  most  generous  offers  to  contribute,  hy  every  nieans  in  their 
power,  to  the  great  and  sole  object  consistent  with  the  august 
beneficence  of  the  sovereign  of  Great  Britain,  and  with  the  honour 
Df  America.'' 

"  To  proclaim  the  saine  eause  as  our  brethren  in  Europe,  to 
swear  an  endl^iss  odium  to  France,  to  invoke  the  friendship  and 
protection  of  England,  was  the  impulse  of  Caracas,  was  the  lesson 
she  gave  to  the  other  provinces  of  America ;  and  such  were  the 
sentiments,  unanimously  manifested  by  the  loyal  inhabitants  of 
this  city ;  sentiments,  which  subsequent  events,  hate  only  tended 
to  strengthen  and  to  ratify.  In  such  manner,  did  Caracas  hasten 
to  testify  her  feelings  of  fidelity  and  patriotism,  that  even  before 
she  knew  the  resolution  of  the  inhabitants  of  Spain,  to  withstand 
the  wicked  arts,  and  to  resist  the  powerful  armies  of  France; 
before  she  was  awsire  of  the  benevolent  and  efficacious  dii^position 
of  your  Majesty,  to  sate  Spain  and  her  distant  dominions  from 
the  catastrophe  to  which  they  were  exposed,  by  the  very  last  art 
of  a  despotic  and  venal  government ;  before  even  the  descision  of 
the  representatives  of  the  Spslnish  government  in  theite  proyinces. 
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had  transpired,  (chiefs,  so  filled  with  respect  for  the  mmisterral 
forms,  so  dexterously  employed  by  the  usurper,  that  they  seemed 
to  waver  in  the  first  moments,)  yet,  without  any  antecedent  of 
the  above,  Caracas  listened  to  no  other  voice  than  that  of  honour, 
she  was  actiiated  by  no  other  impulse  than  that  of  loyalty,  nor 
did  she  proclaim  allegiance  to  »\iy  other  name,  than  that  of  her 
unfortunate  monarch." 

"  Caracas  has  been  unchangeable  in  these  her  sentiments, 
notwithstanding,  like  the  rest  of  the  nation,  she  was  weighed 
down  by  the  disorders  of  an  administration,  not  less  corrupt  and 
arbitrary  than  that  of  Charles  IV.;  but  which,  unfortunately,  had 
obtained  the  consent  of  the  provinces  of  Spain,  in  hopes,  that  it 
would  guide  their  heroic  efforts  against  the  invader.  Caracas 
was,  nevertheless,  sensible,  that  the  Central  Junta,  possessed  no 
legitimate  delegation  of  the  sovereignty,  for  the  authority  arro- 
gated to  themselves  by  its  members,  and  which  they  so  scanda- 
lously abused,  had  neither  been  transmitted  by  the  acknowledged 
sovereign,  nor  did  it  emanate  from  the  great  community  of  the 
Spaniards  of  both  hemispheres.  Both  reason  and  justice  demand- 
ed, that  the  loyal  inhabitants  of  America,  if  they  were  really  con- 
sidered a&  Spanish  citizens,  should  have  in  the  representation  of 
the  nation,  an  influence  proportioned  to  their  importaace  and  po- 
pulation; but  instead  of  so  irrefragable  a  principle  being  observed 
with  regard  to  them,  in  the  orders  given  for  the  election  of  the 
Ameiican  deputies,  called  to  compleat  the  Central  Junta,  as  weU 
as  in  the  recent  convocation  of  the  Cortes,  nothing  but  an  insup^ 
portable  partiality  was  to  be  found,  in  favour  of  the  sad  remains  of 
Spain,  as  well  as  a  roost  painful  reserve,  in  the  vety  manner  im 
which  we  were  invited  to  participate  in  that  share,  which  legally 
belongs  to  us,  in  the  exercise  of  the  national  sovereignty,  an4 
which,  in  the  actual  state  of  things,  cannot  but  be  of  the  greatest 
consequence  to  the  safety,  as  well  as  to  the  future  fate  of  the  in- 
habitants of  the  new  world." 
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^*  America^  has  beheld  in  most  of  the  measures  emanating* 
t'rom  that  irreg^ular  deposit  of  our  sovereignty,  a  plan  concerted 
for  her  own  subjection;  how  could  she,  therefore,  anj  longer 
blindly  confide  in  the  justice  and  liberality  of  men,  whose  public, 
as  well  as  private  conduct,  was  the  object  of  universal  censure  and 
contempt;  and  when,  notwithstanding,  the  impartiality  and  mo- 
deration of  which  they  boasted,  and  the  vehemence  with  which 
they  declaimed  against  the  ministry  they  supplanted,  they  them-* 
selves  have  not  failed  to  imitate  its  example,  by  delapidating  the 
public  revenue,  and  by  equally  prostituting  employments  and 
honours.  For  the  truth  of  this  assertion^  let  us  appeal  to  th6 
testimony  of  the  provinces  of  Spain,  even  to  that  of  some  of  the 
members  of  the  Central  Junta  themselves,  who  could  not  behold, 
without  indignation,  or  sanction  by  their  silence,  the  sordid  and 
ambitious  views,  by  which  the  plurality  was  actuated*  Let  us 
appeal  to  the  testimony  of  your  Majesty*s  own  wise  ministers, 
knd  to  that  of  the  gallant  generals  and  officers  of  the  British 
nation,  who  have  joined  in  the  contest  with  our  European  bre-^ 
thren,  and  who  have  shared  with  them  the  dangers  of  the 
i)attle,  as  well  as  the  unheard  of  privations  they  had  to  endure, 
from  the  malversation  of  the  public  treasure." 

*^  In  the  midst  of  disorders  so  public  and  notorious,  America, 
nevertheless,  stifled  her  indignation,  and  gave  to  the  world,  a 
sublime  lesson  of  moderation  and  disinterestedness.  She  beheld 
in  that  same  unity  and  fraternity  to  which  all  her  wishes  con- 
spired, the  only  shelter  that  could  save  Spain  from  the  tempest 
bursting  upon  her;  and  to  this  precious  unity  it  was,  that  she 
continudd  sacrificing  her  own  individul  interests.  Our  hopes 
Uteing  at  length  foikd,  the  Peninsula  occupied  by  the  tyrant, 
and  the  very  members  of  the  CentralJunta,  shamefully  disperaed 
and  branded  with  public  detestation,  what  other  safe  line  of 
conduct  was  left  for  America,  but  to  vindicate  her  injured  rights, 
ty  disavowing  all  authority  at  home,  not  emanating^  from  the 
real  suffrage  of  the  nation  ?    The  rights  of  America,  had,  no 
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security  in  a  representation,  incomplete  in  itself,  and  besides 
illegally  constituted;  one  that  originated  in  the  necessity  of  tKe 
moment,  one  filled  with  ouions  obstacles  and  divested  of  all  im- 
portance; a  representation,  in  short,  in  itself  illusive,  and,  which, 
instead  of  being  the  safeguard  of  our  liberties,    might  possibly 
become  a  passive  instrument  in  favour  of  ambition  and  tyranny. 
^^  Under  such  circumstances^   the  inhabitants   of  Caracas 
have  conceived,  that  they  could  no  longer  remain  insensible  to 
the  danger,  to  which  their  silence  and  that  of  the  other  sections  of 
America^  might  expose  their  commpn  interests;  nor  could  they, 
any  longer,  confide  their  security  and  future  fate,  to  authorities 
constituted  by  a  Junta  which  had  incurred  the  execration  of  all 
good  Spaniards,  and  which,  were,  besides,  placed,  by  circum- 
stances, in  a  degree  of  independence,  dangerous  to  the  adminis- 
tration of  justice.     The  deposition  of  such  -authorities,  has  been 
the  unanimous  wish  of  all  classes  of  dtizens,   and  it  has  been 
effected  with  that  order  and  concert,   which  will,   at  all  times, 
prove  the  true  motives  of  our  resolution.     To  direct  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Americans  to  the  danger  that  threatens  them ;   to 
exhort  them  mutually  to  tighten  the  bonds  by  which  nature  has 
united  them,  but  which  the  policy  of  the  late  ministry,  always 
endieavoured  to  relax;  to  invoke  the  powerful  protection  of  your 
Majesty,  in  order  to  disconcert  the  views  of  the  common  enemy; 
to  perfect  a  provisional  government,  which  may  equally  guard 
against  tyranny  and  disorder;  to  await,  under  the  shelter  of 
good  order  and  an  upright  administration,  the  final  issue  of  the 
tempests  which  now  rend  the  globe;  but  more  especially,  to  pre- 
seiTC  these  dominions  entire  and  untouched,  for  the  sovereign 
whom  by  oath  we  have  acknowledged ;  have  been  the  vews  of 
Caracas;  such  are  the  duties  the  governing  Junta  of  this  place, 
imposes  on  itself,  and  such  shall  invariably  be  the  object  of  all 
its  acts  and  measures.     In  complying  with  part  of  these  said 
duties,  the  government  of  Caracas,  has  considered  it  indispen- 
sably necessary,  to  manifest  to  your  Majesty,  its  sincere  dispo- 
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sition  to  concur  in  every  measure  for  the  general  gwA,  abidiii|^ 
by  the  free  suffrage  of  all  the  parts  of  the  Spanish  nation^  that 
may  escape  from  the  usurpation  of  France,  and  to  cling  to  an 
impartial  system  of  fraternity  and  confederation.'' 

'*  Considering  the  want  of  a  legitimate  governmeut  in  the 
Peninsula,  as  well  as  the  absolute  impotence  of  the  one  that  ex*^ 
ists.  Great  Britain  by  her  maritime  power,  by  her  pditical  in- 
fluence, and  by  the  philanthropic  views  which  direct  her^  is  the 
nation  that  appears  called  upon  to  complete  the  grand  work  of 
confederating  the  scattered  sections  of  America,  and  to  cause 
order,  concord,  and  rational  liberty,  to  reign  therein ;  and  we 
may  venture  to  say,  that  nothing  would  be  more  worthy  of  Great 
Britain,  more  worthy  of  the  wise  government,  as  well  as  congenisJ 
to  the  character  and  personal  virtues  of  your  Majesty;  and  that 
amongst  the  many  transcendent  traits  which  already  adorn  the 
history  of  your  Majesty's  memorable  reign,  none  would  render 
this  era  more  brilliant  in  the  eyes  of  posterity,  than  the  one  to 
tvhich  we  allude," 

"  We  confide,  therefore,  that  your  Majesty  will  deign  ta 
receive,  with  your  accustomed  interest,  the  loyal  and  generous 
descision  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  country,  unanimously  re- 
solved to  perish,  rather  than  to  submit  to  the  odious  yoke,  with 
which  they  are  threatened  by  the  French  usurper.  The  conduct 
your  Majesty's  cabinet  has  uniformly  observed,  the  efforts  and 
sacrifices  of  the  government,  and  of  the  British  nation  for  the 
freedom  of  the  continent  of  Europe,  are  to  us  the  most  sure 
guarantee  of  your  Majesty's  protection,  and  the  best  support  of 
our  hopes.  May  your  Majesty  graciously  accept  the  testimony 
of  our  respectful  gratitude,  the  blessings  with  which  we  will  at 
all  times  pronounce  your  august  name,  and  the  prayers  we 
direct  to  heaven  for  Jrour  glory  and  felicity," 


Digitized  by 


Google 


^itrl 


Document  O. 
plan  of  peaces 

Tsfatufal  and  legal  principles,  on  which  it  isfouridedi   • 

1st.  The  sovereignty^  resides  in  the  inass  of  the  nation,  ^i 
Spain  and  America,  are  integral  parts  of  the  same  monarchy,' 
subject  to  the  same  thing,  but  respectively  equal,  and  without 
any  dependence  and  subordination  one  of  the  other.  3d.  Ame- 
rica, in  her  state  of  fidelity,  has  more  right  to  convoke  the 
Cortes,  and  call  together  representatives  of  the  few  patriots  of 
Spain,  already  infected  with  disloyalty,  than  Spain  has  to  call 
over  deputies  from  America,  by  means  of  whom,  we  can  never 
be  worthily  represented.  4th.  During  the  absence  of  the  king, 
the  inhabitants  of  the  Peninsula,  have  no  right  to  appropriate  to 
themselves  the  sovereign  power,  and  represent  it  in  these  do- 
minions. 5th.  All  the  authorities  emanating  from  this  origin, 
are  null.  6th.  For  the  American  nation  to  conspiie  against 
them,  by  refusing  to  submit  to  an  arbitrary  power,  is  no 
more  than  using  its  own  rights.  7th.  This,  far  from  being 
a  crime  of  high  treason,  is  a  service  worthy  of  the  king's  grati** 
tude,  and  a  proof  of  patriotism,  which  His  Majesty  would  ap-* 
prove,  if  he  were  on  the  spot.  8th.  After  what  has  occurred  in> 
the  Peninsula,  as  well  as  in  this  country,  since  the  overthrow  of 
the  throne,  the  American  nation,  has  a  right  to  require  a  gua^ 
rantee  for  its  security,  and  this  can  be  no  other,  than  putting 
into  execution  the  right  which  it  has,  of  keeping  these  do- 
minions for  their  legitimate  sovereign,  by  itself,  and  without 
the  intervention  of  any  European  people. 
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from  these  incontrovertible  principles,  the  following  juii 
pretensions  are  deduced. 

1st.  That   the  Europeans,  resig:n  the  command  and  tht 
armed  force  into  the  hands  of  a  national  congress,  independent 
of  Spain,  representing  Ferdinand  Yil.,  «^d  capable  of  securing 
his  rights  in  these  dominions.    2d.  That  the  Europeans,  remain 
in  the  class  of  citizens,  living  under  the  protection  of  the  laws, 
without  being  injured  in  their  persons,   families,  or  property. 
3d.  That  the  Europeans,  at  present  in  office,  remain  with  the 
honours,  distinctions  and  privileges  thereof,  and  part  of  their 
revenue,  but  without  exercising  them.    4th.  That  as  soon  as 
this  state  of  independency  is  declared,  all  antecedent  injuries 
and  occurrences,  be  buried  in  oblivion;   the  most  effective  mea- 
sures for  this  purpose,  being  taken ;  and  all  the  inhabitants  of 
this  land,  as  well  Creoles  as  Europeans,  shall  indistincdy  con. 
stitute  a  nation  of  American  citizens,  vassals  of  Ferdinand  YLl^ 
and  bent  only  on  promoting  the  public  felicity.    5th«  Hiat  i» 
such  a  case,  America  would  then  be  able  to  contribute  in  favour 
of  the  few  Spaniards  engaged  in  sustaining  the  war  of  Spain, 
with  those  sums  the  national  congress  may  assign,  in  testimony 
of  our  fraternity  with  the  Peninsula,  and  to  prove  that  both 
aspire  to  the  same  end.    6th.  That  the  Europeans,  who  may  be 
desirous  of  quitting  the  kingdom,  be  granted  passports  for  what- 
ever place  they  may  wish;  but,  in  that  case,  officers  shall  not  be 
allowed  the  portion  of  their  pay,  that  might  have  been  granted 
them. 


PLAN   OF  WAR. 

Indubitable  principles,  on  which  it  is  founded. 

1st  A  war  between  brethren  and  fellow-citizens,  ought  not 
to  be  more  cruel,  than  between  foreign  nations.  2d.  The  two 
contending. parties  acknowledge  Ferdinand  VIL;  of  this  the 
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Ameiifiaiis  have  given  evident  proofs,  by  sweftrin&f  silldgishif^  to 
him,  and  proclaiming  him  in  every  part ;  by  carry iDg  his  por- 
trait as  their  emblem,  invoking  his  august  name  in  their  acts 
and  proceedings,  and  stamping  it  on  their  coins  and  money.  On 
liim»  the  enthusiasm  of  all  rests,  and  on  these  grounds,  the  in- 
muTfectional  party,  has  always  acted.  3d*  The  rights  of  nations 
jmd  of  war,  inviolable  even  amongst  the  most  infidel  and  savage 
people,  ought  to  be  i^uch  more  so  amongst  us,  who  profess  the 
same  creed,  and  who  are  subject  to  the  same  sovereign  and 
laws.  4th.  It  is  opposed  to  christian  morality,  to  act  from 
liatred,  rancour,  or  personal  revenge.  6th.  Since  the  sword  is 
to  decide  the  dispute,  and  not  the  arms  of  reason  and  of  pru- 
•denee,  by  means  of  agreements  and  adjustments  founded  6n  the 
basis  of  natural  equity ;  the  contest  ought  to  be  continued  in 
.such  a  manner,  as  to  be  least  shocking  to  hundanity;  already 
,too  much  afflicted,  not  to  merit  our  most  tender  compassion. 

Hence  arey  naturalfyy  deduced,  the  foilowing  just  preten^ 
tians* 

1st.  That  prisoners,  be  not  treated  as  criminals  guilty  of 
high  treason.  2d.  That  no  one  be  sentenced  to  death,  or  ex-^ 
lied  for  this  cause,  but  that  all  be  kept  as  hostages,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  exchange.  That  they  be  not  molested  with  irons  and 
•imprisonment,  and  as  this  is  a  mere  measure  of  precaution,  let 
them  be  put  loose  in  places,  where  they  cannot  injure  the  views 
4)1  the  party  by  whom  they  may  be  detained.  4th.  That  eacb 
one,  be  treated  according  to  his  class  and  condition.  5th:  That 
as  the  lights  of  war,  do  not  permit  the  effusion  of  blood,  but  in 
the  act  of  the  combat,  when  this  is  once  over,  let  no  one  bef 
killed;  nor  let  those  be  fired  upon  who  fly  or  throw  down  their 
arms ;  but  let  them  be  made  prisoners  by  the  victor.  6th.  Thai 
as  it  is  contrary  to  the  same  rights,  as  well  as  those  of  nature,  to 
enter  with  fire  and  swoi-d,  in  the  defenceless  towi»,  or  to  assign,- 
by.  tenths  of  fifths  persons,  to  be  shot,  by  which  the  innocent  are 
confounded  with  the  guilty,  let  no  one  be  allowed,  under  the  i 
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severe  penalties,  to  commit  such  enormities  as  these,  tvhich  so 
greatly  dishonour  a  christian  and  vfeW  legislated  nation.    7th* 
That  the  inhabitants  of  the  defenceless  towns,  through  which  the 
contending  armies  may  indistinctly  pass,  be  not  injared.     8th« 
That,  as  by  this  time,  every  one  is  undeceived  with  regard  to  the 
true  motives  of  this  war,  and  it  being  unwarrantable  to  connect 
this  contest  with  the  cause  of  religion,  as  was  attempted  at  the 
beginning,  let  the  ecclesiastical  orders,  abstain  from  prostituting 
their  ministry,  by  declamations,  reproaches,  or  in  any  other 
manner,  within  the  limits  of  their  jurisdiction;   nor  ought  the 
ecclesiastical  tribunals  to  inteifere,  in  an  affair  purely  of  the 
state,  and  which  does  not  belong  to  them :  which,  if  they  do  not 
do,  they  certainly  disgrace  their  dignity,  as  experience  daily 
proves;  and  expose  their  decrees  and  censures  to  the  scorn,  de^ 
rision,  and  contempt  of  the  people,  who,  in  the  mass,  are 
anxiously  wishing  the  success  of  the  country*    It  being  well 
understood,  that  in  case  the  clergy  are  not  thus  restrained,  we 
feel  no  longer  answerable  for  the  results  that  may  be  occur, 
from  the  euthusiasm  of  the  people;  although,  on  our  part,  we 
protest,   now  and  for  ever,  our  respect  and  profound  veneration 
to  their  character  and  jurisdiction,  in  matters  relating  to  their 
ministry.    9ih.  That,  as  this  is  a  matter  of  the  greatest  im- 
portance, and  indistinctly  concerns  all  and  every  inhabitant  of 
this  land,  this  manifest  and  its  propositions,  ought  to  be  pub- 
lished by  means  of  the  public  prints  of  the  capital,  in  order  that 
the  people,  composed  of  Americans  and  Europeans,  being  in- 
formed of  what  interests  them,  may  be  enabled  to  point  out  their 
will,  which  ought  to  be  the  guide  of  all  our  operations.     10th. 
That  in  case  none  of  these  plans  is  admitted,  reprisals  shall  be 
rigorously  observed* 

Behold  here,  brethren  and  friends,  the  religious  propositions 
we  present  to  you,  founded  on  piinciples  of  natural  equity; 
alarmed,  as  we  are,  at  the  evils  which  afflict  the  nation.  In  one 
band,  we  offer  you  the  olive-branchy  and  in  the  other,  the  sword, 
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hgi  never  I<mng  sight  of  those  bonds  by  which  we  are  united^ 
dways  bearing  in  mind,  that  European  blood  circulates  in  our 
▼einSy  and  that  the  same  blood  which  is  now  so  fast  shedding  to 
the  great  detriment  of  the  monarchy,  and  this  for  the  purpose  of 
maintaining  it  integral  during  the  absence  of  the  king,  is  all 
Spanish.  And  what  objection  have  you  to  examine  our  preten- 
sions ?  How  can  you  palliate  the  blind  obstinacy  of  refusing  to 
bear  us  ?  Are  we,  perchaQce,  inferiour  to  the  populace  of  4 
single  town  of  Spain  }  And  are  you  of  a  superiour  hierarchy  to 
kings  ?  Charles  III.,  descended  from  his  throne,  to  listen  to  9 
plebeian  who  spoke  in  the  name  of  the  people  of  Madrid*  Tq 
Charles  lY.,  the  tumult  of  Aranjuez,  cost  no  less  than  the  abdi-s 
cation  of  his  crown.  Is  it,  then,  the  Americans  alone,  when 
they  seek  to  speak  to  their  brethren,  to  whom  they  are  in  every 
sense  equal,  and  at  a  time,  when  the  king  no  longer  can  be  had^ 
who  are  to  be  answered  with  the  fire  of  muskettry  ? 

If  now,  when  we  address  you  for  the  last  time,  since  we  hayQ 
often  in  vain  endeavoured  to  fix  your  attention,  you  refuse  t€| 
admit  any  of  our  plans,  at  least,  we  shall  rest  satisfie4  witl| 
having  proposed  them,  in  compliance  with  the  most  sacrecl 
duties,  which  the  good  man  cannot  behold  with  indifierence.  Ii| 
this  manner,  shall  we  be  justiied  in  the  eyes  of  the  world,  and 
posterity  will  not  have  to  accuse  us  of  irregular  proceedings.  But, 
in  this  case,  remember  there  is  a  supreme  and  severe  judge,  tQ 
whom,  sooner  or  later,  yon  will  have  to  give  in  account  of  your 
operations,  and  of  their  results  and  enormities,  of  all  which, 
hence  forward,  we  make  you  answerable.^  Remember,  that  the 
fate  of  America,  is  not  decided;  that  the  combat  is  not  always 
favourable  to  you,  and  that  reprisals,  are  at  all  times,  moist 
terrible.  Brethren,  friends,  and  fellow-citizens,  let  us  embrace, 
and  be  happy,  instead  of  mutually  bringing  on  our  beads  mis* 
fortunes.** 
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Document  H. 

MITA  in  Peru. 

The  mita^  is  a  division  of  the  Indians  hy  requisition,  to 
work  in  the  mines.     It  was  established  in  the  following  manner. 
Viceroy  Toledo,  was  the  first  who  caused  a  regular  enumeration 
of  the  Indians  to  be  made,  and  exclusive  of  Tucuman,  €hili  and 
fiuenos  Ay  res,  he  reckoned  in  the  government  of  Peru  alone, 
1,097,697  male  Indians,  from  the  age  of  18  to  50,  the  ages  at 
which   they  begin  and  cease  to  be  assessible  to  work  in  the 
mines.   He  divided  them  into  514  allotments,  or  repartimientoSf 
in  order  that  they  might  be  under  the  care  and  training  of  per«- 
sons  fixed  upon,  and  out  of  the  17  provinces  nearest  to  Peru,  he 
assigned  a  7th  part  of  the  population,  that  is  4733  Indians  to 
the  132  works  which  had  been  established,  but  under  certain 
regulations. 

According  to  them,  the  mitayos,  or  assessed  Indians,  were 
to  be  chosen  in  presence  of  and  under  the  direction  of  their 
respective  caciques,  in  such  manner,  that  the  lot  shall  fall  on 
each,  once  in  seven  years.  In  Potosi,  the  mitayo  is  only 
obliged  to  work  four  months.  Each  labourer  has  two  others  to 
relieve  him,  who  serve  the  same  space  of  time,  and  he  thus  has 
one  week  of  labour  and  two  of  rest.  In  this  manner,  in  the  32 
years  which  intervene  between  18  and  50,  at  which  age  they  are 
exempt  from  this  requisition  as  well  as  from  tribute,  they  serve 
in  the  mines  18  months. 

From  their  native  provinces,  they  are  conducted  by  their  own 
captains,  the  married  Indians  accompanied  by  their  wives,  and 
an  exact  list  is  made  of  all  the  effects  they  carry  with  them.  No 
variation  can  be  made  in  their  destination,  nor  can  the  one  to 
firhose  lot  it  has  fallen  to  work  in  the  mines,  exchange  with  him 
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who  IS  destined  to  work  at  the  bruising  mills.  They  receive 
20  rials  (lis.  3d.)  per  week.  Care  is  taken  to  see  that  their 
proraions  are  not  overrated,  and  they  are  allowed  for  travelling 
expencesy  half  a  rial  for  every  league.  The  working  of  the 
mines  is  considered  very  unhealthy,  in  consequence  of  the  ar« 
senic  vapours  which  flit  in  the  air,  and  affect  the  chest.  This 
is  partly  counteracted  by  the  use  of  the  coca,  chewed  as  the 
t>etel  nut  in  the  East  Indies.  To  this  labour,  the  depopulation 
i»f  Peru,  is  partly  attributed.  This  requisition,  has  lately  been 
abolished  by  the  Cortes* 


Document  !• 

(translatkd  from  thb  spakisb.) 

Corespondence  hetxoeen  General  Hodgson,  Governor  of 
Curagoa,  and  General  Bolivar  of  Venezuela,  respecting 
certain  Spanish  prisoners. 

Govrmment  fioase,  Cara^oa,  September  4,  181S* 
Sir, 

Having  been  informed  that  many  European  Spaniards, 
are  now  confined  in  the  prisons  of  La  Guira  and  Caracas,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  part  they  took  in  the  late  unfortunate  disturb- 
ances of  Venezuela,  and  who  possibly  may  suffer  death ;  I  have 
the  honour  to  address  you  on  this  subject.  Although  1  am  per« 
fectly  sure,  from  the  well  known  humanity  of  your  character, 
that  you  will  take  no  measure  of  that  kind,  nevertheless,  as 
there  may  be  persons  vested  with  the  authority,  in  the  above 
places,  who  may  not  be  possessed  of  your  generous  sentiments^ 
and  who  may,  perhaps,  from  erroneous  principles,  recur  to  acts 
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Df  cruelty,  1  esteem  it  a  duty  of  humauity  to  intercejU  in  theii[ 
favour,  and  request  you  to  g^-ant  them  passports  to  leave  the  pro- 
vince.    The  brave  are  always  merciful.  I  am,  &c. 

(Signed)        J.HODGSON. 

To  bON  SIMON  BOLIVAR,  &c.  &c  kt, 

(Answer.) 

.  He«d  Qaarten^  TalellcU^  October  9,  l8ia. 
Si^i 

I  have  the  luroonr  to  knswei  your  Exjcellency>  letter,* 
^f  the  4th  of  Septi^iaher,  nttimo,  wfatch  I  have  thia  4ay  received^ 
ilelayed,  wilhoiit  doubt,  by  causes  of  which  Ifm  ignorant^  m 
•ite  way  from  yQur  island  to  Lit  Guiriu 

^  •  I'he  attention  whidi  I  oug^t  to  pay  to  a  British  offiter^  aud 
to  the  cause  of  America,  plaice  me  under  the  necessity  of  mani- 
^i^Ktinsf  to  your  BKceltaicy^  the  uuhafipy  cai^s  of  the  conduct, 
which  in  spite  of  myself,  I  observe  to  the  Spaniardsi  ii^ho,  within 
(he  last  year,  ^have  t^rapf  VeAeasudiii  in  ri^^s,  by  committing 
crimes  i^hich  oofht  to  haire  been  thfown  into  eternal  oblivion,  if 
the  iJecMsity  of  justifying,  lo  the  eyes^of  the  world,  the  death 

'War  which  We  have  adopts,  did  not  oh&ge  us  to  draw  them  to 
light,  ftom  thii  seaffoUs  moA  hotrid  dung^on^,  with  which  they 
are  coTered,  and  to  place  Aem  bdbre  your  Excelkney. 

AcontintotfS^pataled.  from  l^painby  immense  sea&i  more 

'  populous  «ad  ri^cher  than'faer ;  subject,  for  three  eenturies,  to  a 
degrading  and  tyrannical  d^p^sndence,  hearing,  in  the  year  I8IO9 

'  of  the  disaoltttioA  of  the  goveriiavenis  of  Spain,  by  the  occupancy 
^yf  the  French  armies,  ^i^iafied.itsdf  in  motion,  to  preserve  itself 
from  a  similar  fate,  and  to  escape  the  anarchy  and  confusion 
Which  th'reateiled  it*  VeBe^iiela,  the  first,  institutes  a  Junta 
tnreserving  the  rights,  of  Ferdinand  YIL,  and  in  order  to  watt  the 
Aesdsive  issue  of  4^  war.    It  offeis  to  the  Spaniards  desirous  of 

'  emif^caliag,  a  jEta^^nat  asylum;  it  invests  many  of  them  with  ttia 
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^iipreihe  m^g^istracy,  ^nd  preserves  in  their  o&cesy  all  who  Were 
placed  in  those  of  the  greatest  iiiftuencejand  importdnce^  Evident 
proofs  of  the  views  of  union,  which  animated  the  people  of  Vene- 
zuela: views,  to  which  the  Spaniards,  deceitfully,  corresponded; 
most  of  whom,  abused  this  ptAlic  confidence  by  black  perfidy. 

In  fact,  Venezuela  aidopted.the  above  measure^  impelled  by 
irresistible  necessity.  Under  circumstances  less  critical,  provinces 
of  Spain  less  important  than  herself,  had  erected  §poverning^  Jun- 
tas t^  eiafe  tiielMselvesfrotai  di^^rder  and  tumult.  And,  was  it  not 
equaHy  the  duty  of  Venezuela,  to  provide  a  shelter  from  so  itiany 
•<!idainiii%g  and  to  66Cttt«  her  exislmce  asratnsrt  the  ibpid  vicissi- 
tude of  E{i#o(^?  Was  it  not  even  injurious  to  the  SfMoii&fds  of  the 
Peniniltila,  to  remain  etpoaed  to  th«  troables  lind  eonfiiiBioA»  wliich ' 
were  about  to  succeed  to  tht  loss  of  theackBovHedf  «d  govenun^; 
ou^ht  they  llot  even  to  have  been  ^teM,  for  odr  tfans  obtain- 
ipg  for  tbem  a  sife  asylhm  ?  Could  any  one  have  thouj^t,  that 
a  ri^rbus  blockade  and  cruel  itostilittes,  woaid  haw  1)een  tbt 
jeturns  of  so  much  g^enorosrty  ? 

Confident^  a^  w^  Venezuela,  that  Spain  bad  been  oom- 
pieteYy  sdbjected,  atid  as  Was  atlso  befieved  in  every  c^ict  put  ef 
'  Ameri'di,  ^be  adopted  tlt^  aboVe  Aie»are;  whtfch  et^  befell, 
ihe  had  ^  lij^t  to  hav^  dobe,  authoiiijed  by  the  example  of  tfie 
provinces  of  Itfie  Peninstilai  with  wlM«n  nVe  Ivas  dei^lared  eqQl^  in 
rights  aiid  in  political  Veptesetktattoti.  The  Regenify  afWrwards 
was  formed  in  a  ttuhnltiibtlft  manner  in  CacBz,  the  otAjf  point 
vdicfre  the  Prtoch  eagles  had  liot  ^etlrated;  fiom  w4ibn«^  it 
fulmitiatedits  destructive  d^rees  against  a  ftet  people,  iHio» 
without  any  obligation,  had  iMintahiod  their  reialions  aiM  na- 
if6nal  integrify,  with  a  tatio^,  of  whom  tiiey  vrere  nalunAyin- 
dep^ndent. 

Btich  ^as  the  generous  spirit  wMeb  animated  Uie  tot^^Mn- 
tion  of  America,  one  effected  wifhotiHobd,  odiiMn/or^^ge- 
auce.  flight  hot  V^neztiela,  Bueno*  Ayrcs,  and  'lfew^€h«nnda, 
Kave  clispiayed  theil-  jusit  fetienhnents  fti^  H^mvttk  i^«ff  «Bd 
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violeace)  by  destroying  thass  Vieei^s,  GotemiMrSy  aodvU^ents; 
all  diose  rulei:9»  ei^ecutiatiefs  of  their  own  species, ,  wbo  gratified 
with  the  destruetion  of  tl|e  Apnericaas,  made  the  most  illastrious 
scad  virtiioiH  perish  in  horrid  dungeons ;  who  spoiled  the  good 
man  of  the  fruit  of  iiis  labour,  and  in  genevaU  persecuted  in«** 
dustry,  the  useful  arts,  and  erery  thing  else,  $hat  could  alleviate 
the  horrois  of  DUE  slaveryi 

For  three  centuries,  did  America  gioan  under  this  Ijrranny, 
the  worst  lba|  ever  afflicted  the  human  race;  three  centuries,  did 
fb^  lamept  her  lattl  riches  vMeh  were  so  attractive  to  her  op* 
j^eqaors;  and  wliea  judl  psofidenceipres^ted  her  with  the  on* 
exposed  opportunity^  of  bl«akii^$  her  chains,  &r  from  thinkings 
of  avffl^^g  th€ise  outrages,  skerinntes  even  her  own  enemies,  by 
ofiering  to  share  with  them  her  gifts  and  asylum. 

On  now  beboldiag  almost  every  region  of .  the  new  Worlds 
busied  in  a  crud  and  mincKis  vi^r ;  on  seeing  discord  agitating 
Witk  \t&  furies,  even  the  i^bahitaBts  of  the  cabin;  i^dbtion  fan- 
ning the  devouring  flame  of  war,  ev^  in  the  remote,  and  solitary 
fillagfli,  and  the .^erio^n  Mds  crimsoned  with  huoMffi  blood, 
it  ig  natural  t0  eiqi^ce^  .the  cmise  of  all  ^is  strange  ectefmuon, 
in  this  hilely  peaceful  eoutinent,  whose  docUe  mud  benevoleut 
chil4senK  bad  always  been  mi  eiuuQ^de  of  mildness  and  snbmis^ 
sion,  miknown  in  the  histaries  Mother  nations. 

The  ferocions  Spaniard,  east  on  the  shorts  of  Oobnnbia,  to 
convert  Uie^Mst  portion  of  Ibe  globe,  i^^  a  vast  and  odious 
#ipii«  of  crueHy  and.  raping  in  him  may  your  Eaicelltncy  he^ 
bold  the  fatal  author  of  sdl  tb^trajic  scenes  we  bavenow  to  dei^ 
pif^rt.  ifis  entry  into  tbe  new  world,  was  ipiarked  with  death 
and  deaoljition;  he  caused  ite  primitive  inhabitants  to  disappeaf 
from  the,  face  of  the  ear^»  i^  when  bis  savage  fery  found,  no 
mom  Mnga  to  destroy^  he  turned  it  against  his  own  children, 
whom  he  btd  in  the  land  he  had  ustirped. 

Your  ExccUency  m^;fai  6eh«»Iii  him,  thirsting  for  bkM>d;  con# 
lemn  things  tbe  meat  holy,  and  sacrilegiously  teample  on  thqin 
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CQgkgemkits  trhkb  the  woiM  venefates,  and  wVich  haM  it^ 
dnred  llie  iuriolible  sanettoD  of  all  agei  and  people.    A  cafnlu** 
latMti,  laiA  year,  delivered  up  to  the  1Spaaiards»  M  the  infcpen-' 
4Nit  cenitoiy  of  Veoezuela;  and  an  absolnte  and  tmntptU  snb- 
Qussioa  on  tlie  part  of  the  inhabHants,  connnced  them  of  the 
pacification  of  the  people,  and  of  the  total  reanndalion  they  had 
made,  of  their  late  political  pretensions.     Bat,  at  the  saoie  time, 
thaA  Honteverde  awoie  to  the  people  of  Venezoda,  the  fdigions 
ffilfilment  of  hit  offaed  promises,  the  most  hafbaroas  and  iofr-^ 
pious  iafraction  was  seen;  tkt  towns  were  ^sacked,  huil^ng^ 
w^re  hanit;  the  fiur  aez  outmged;  neatly  the  whole  inhabitantar 
^  dties  shnt  np  in  caverns;  the  imprisonment  of  an  entire  peo-? 
fde,  being  for  the  first  time  then  realized.    In  fisct,  mxie  bdt 
those  obscnre  Tlctinis,  who  could  escape  from  the  ^ght  ^  t^ 
Ij^dsat,  pnseived  their  miserable  liberty,  by  hiditf«:  tlienisdvet 
in  jsditaiy  hats,  or  by  Kviag  ia  the  woods  amidst  wild  bitests. 
'    How  many  lespectable  dd  men  and  venerable  clergy,  wei^ 
Honnd  m  stodts  and  other  infamoos  fetters,  confounded  wiHi  cii-^ 
niinals,  and  exposed  to  the  scorn  of  a  bmtal  soldiery,  as  well 
^  of  the  vilest  of  men?  ^    How  many   expired^  bent  down 
mrier  the  w^;fat  of  insupportable  chains,  deprived  of  air,  or 
starved  with  hanger  and  misery  i    At  the  time  the  Spanish  con«' 
sdtation  was  publishing,  as  a  shi^  to  m'd  liberty,  hundreds  c^ 
Ttctinis'weiB  dragged  away,  loaded  with  chiuns,  to  ^deai^  and 
kathsbme  jranlt^  witiiout  any  cause  being  assigbed  lor  such  pr^ 
j  leeedings,  nay«  without  even,  the  origin  or  poMeal  opii^oiis  of 

the  loetinis,  being  known.  

\'  .  Your  EsceU^ncy  may  here  see,  the  not  enggeratc^,  but  un^ 
heard  of  (ttctnxe  of  Spanish  tyranny  in  America;  a  j^etar^ 
which  at  the  isame  time,  exdtes  feelings  ^  indignation  a^nst 
^eseeiecutioners,  and  of  the  most  just  and  Kfdy  scndbffity  for 
the  victims.  NaterthekMS^  me  did  tto#  ihm  Mt,  any  Jhitikg 
mtU  intercede,  for  e^fferiv^  humamiy^  nor  tkum  tie  .^eompU" 
mce.o/a  compact^  wkiek  iaiereUed  the  mMemofU.    ¥oqI 
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J&celtettey  at  present  interpuMS  year  respcHaUe  mediafkMi*  for 
the  nost  ierociow  moasters,  the  ftuthors  of  all  ilie^^  eviU.  Yoiit 
ExceReDfy  slay  be]iere  me^  ivh^i  the  troops  of  New  G/aitiada^ 
imder  niy  comniaiNly  cainie  to  arenge  aatare  and  sbeiety  ao  ma^ 
butra^d,  neither  the  instmetionaef  the  beBefieent  gorenmicnt  ^ 
of  that  place,  nor  my  desfns,  wete  to  exereise  the  tight  of  re^ 
pvisal  on  the  St>axiiard^  who»  under  the  title  of  insnrgeiil^  w^re 
carrying  att  the  Americaas,  wc^hy  of  thH  aanie,  tb  ir.fa«M» 
execution »  or  to  tortures  fttilt  more  crael  and  iiifanioaa.>  Hat 
teeing  these  tygeirs  spcvri  livith  our  iKtUe  clemeaey^  and  seea^e  ia 
their  impaaity,  cpntiane^  even  wheiv  cbaqnered,  the  samesaa^ 
.giriaary  fierceness,  I  then,  in  order  to  fulfil  the  holy  commi^sioii 
confided  to  Bly.respoos;tJb»Uty,  and  to  save  ^le threatened  iivesnf 
aqr  vfeDw-conn^meBy  made  an  effort  to  divest  niyself  of  my 
cDpntncal  sensihiH^,  and  to  sacrifice  the  santiBients  of  a  peraidoai^ 
.diNtieiuy,  to  the  safety  of  my  country^  .^ 

May  yovr  Bscettency  peraut  me  to  recomraelid  to  yon,  thii 
pemsalof  the  letter  of  the  fejDoeioaa  Zerroife,  theid<dof  the 
l^pniards  in  Yeneanela,  to  General  Monteverde,  oontained  in  Hie 
Caracas  gaxette,  I^o.  3 :  yon  will  there  &C0Ter,  the  sangoinaiy 
plana  which  these  wicked  people  intended  to  effect.  B^og  iii^ 
^ifiinned,  before  hand,  of  their  aacrilegiona  intentioaS)  which  % 
evoeJ  dqperience,  immediately  afterwards,  coafirmfidy  i  resolve# 
ta  carry  on  a  deiMtkwar,  in  order  to  deprive  these  tyrant^  of 
the  incomparalde  advaaitas^  w)i\cli  iimr  it»%tW^i^^  sft^att^ 
4fiered« 

On  my  army  ^»enhkg  the  campitign  in  the  province  of  Tarina(9» 
. wifortteately»  ODlonel  Antofiie  Nieo^  Bviseoo,  and  othet  ofiicerft 
of  distinc^on,  were  taken»  whom  the  barharona  and  coward^ 
Tisearhadshot^  in  the  nmnber  of  sixteen.  Similar  spfctade^ 
.were  repeated  in  Calahozo,  Eapino,  Caman&  and  other  provinces^ 
j^ecooq^iedhf  tme^circnp^tance^of  inhamaal^^  that  I  cook 
ceive  the  rq>etition  of  sudi  a1>ominab1e  scmies*  itiiirt^y  i>f 
jonr  Exceneney  and  of  this  letter. 
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Yoar  EaLe«ll^cj  mfty  see  a  slight  sketch  of  the  fewctw»aet«» 
in  which  Spanish  cmelty  satiated  itself,  in  the  Caracas  ga^ette^ 
No.  4.  The  general  massacre  rigorously  comniitted  in  the 
peaceM  town  o^  Aragua,  by  the  most  brutal  of  men,  the  detests 
aUe  ZataobLf  is  ime  of  those  phrenzied  and  sanguinary  acts  of 
bUndnesSy  which  have  seldom  degraded  humanity.  There  were 
•eeuy  men  and  women,  old  and  young,  with  their  ears  cut  off, 
lone  skimped  aliTe,  and  then  cast  into  Tenemc^as  lakes,  or  a$«- 
aaasinated  by  painful  and  slow  means.  Nature,  was  even  attacked 
in  its  most  innocent  origin,  and  the  unborn,  were  destroyed  ia 
the  wombs  of  their  mothers,  by  blows  and  stabs  of  the  bayonet* 

San  Juan  de  loa  Moros,  an  agricultural  and  innocent  town, 
preaented  similar  spectacles  and  equally  agreeable  to  the  Spaniards, 
committed  by  the  barbarous  Antonanzas  and  the  sanguinary  Boves. 
Still,  are  there  to  be  seen,  in  the  fields  of  that  unhappy  country, 
the  dead  bodies  suspended  on  the  trees.  The  genios  of  crioMi, 
there  appears  to  hold  his  empire  of  death,  to  whom  no  one 
could  appioaeh,  ilrithout  feeling  the  furies  of  his  implacable 
lengeance* 

But  it  is  not  Venetttela,  alone,  that  has  beeA  the  theatre  oIk 
lii^se  horrid  butcheries.  The  opulent  Mexico,  Buenos  Ayree, 
and  Peru,  as  well  alB  the  unhappy  Quito,  are  scarcely  to  be  com- 
pared  to  any  thing  else,  than  to  so  many  vast  charnel-houses, 
where  the  Spanish  gov^nment  assembles  the  bones  of  diose, 
who  have  fiUlmi  under  its  murdering  steel. 

Your  Excellency  may  find  in  gazette.  No.  2,  the  basis  ea 
iii4iiiBh  a  Spaniard  founds  the  honour  of  his  nation.  The  letter 
of  Father  YiCente  Marquetich  affirms,  that  the  sword  of  Regnks 
in  the  field,  and  on  the  scaffold,  has  immdated  12,000  Amimcaam 
in  one  year,  iliid^ews,  that  the  glory  of  the  navy  officer  Rosenio 
Porlier,  consists  in  his  universal  system  of  not  gwi$tg  ^tiorltr; 
even  to  ike  $mmi,  lo^^  |A^  tu  appemr  b^we  km  uk  lAe^viNSM 
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I  rehaiA  from  shockiBg  the  senabilUy  of  your  Excellency,  b/ 
proIoDging  the  picture  of  the  enorautiep  which  Spanish  barbarity 
has  committed  against  humanity,  in  order  to  (establish  ao  lu^list 
and  shameful  dominion  over  the  unoffendil^g^ipiericfais*  iWoidd 
to  God,  that  an  impenetrable  veil  could  hi4e  fropgt  t(i9  kj|4)W«* 
ledge  of  man,  the  excesses  of  his  fellow-being^.  Oh !  th^t  f 
cruel  necessity  did  not  impose  upon  us,  the  inyiola^le  duty  pf 
^exterminating  such  treacherous  assassins ! 

JLetyour  Excellency  place  yourself,  for  a  momc^  in  opr 
situation,  and  then  ask,  iivhat  kind  of  conduct  ought  tp  be  ob- 
served towards  our  oppressors  ?  Let  your  Excellency  then  4<e« 
cide,  whether  the  freedom  of  America,  can  ever  be  secured,  as 
long  as  such  obstinate  enemies  breathe.  Fatal  e^er}e;ice,  daily 
ur^  us  to  the  harshest  measures;  and  even  I  might  add,  that 
humanity  itself  dictates  them.  Placed,  by  my  strongest  senti- 
ments, under  the  necessity  of  bein|^  clement  with  many  Spaniards, 
after  having  left  theqi  amongst  us  at  full  liberty,  and  When  their 
beads  were  scarcely  free  from  the  avenging  knife,  they,  have 
stirred  up  the  unfortunate  people,  and  perhaps,  the  atrocities 
recently  committed  by  them,  f  qiial  the  niost  horrid  of  the  whole. 
In  the  .vall^  of  Tuy  and  Tacata,  and  in  the  tow^s  of  the  West, 
y^hei:e  one  would  have  thought,  that  civil  war  could  i^ever  l^vj^ 
carried  its  desolating  ravages,  these  wretches  have  idready  raised 
lamentable  nmnuments  of  their  savage  cruelty,*  Even  women, 
young  ohildren,  the  aged,  have  been  found  skipned,  with  their 
eyes  and  entrails  torn  qut;  ^nay,  one  would  be  induct  tp  think, 
that  the  tyrants  of  America,  were  not  of  the  human  species. 

In  vain,  would  you  solicit  in  favour  of  those  who  are  now  de^ 
tinned'  in  our  prisons,  passports  for  your  island,  or  for  any  other 
point  out  of  Venezuela,    To  the  great  injury  of  the  public.peace, 

^  l^«ie  ^Irvanplftiices  .prfelpally  aUaile  .0  tie  enttonUlcs  eo»* 
iiUtcd  hy  tke  amed  slaves  oD  their  msten,  wIimi  tUl  «•»  tked^ 
war  had  scarcely  diitarliedf 
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we  bate  already  expHeikedf  thW  &fal  consequencefi  of  this  mea« 
sore;  for  we  can  assert,  that  almbst  Ml  who  have  obtained  pass* 
ports,  notwithstanding  the  oaths  by  which  they  were  bound,  have 
fliaembariced  on  the  points  in  ptts^ession' of  the  eneniy,  in  order 
Bgain  to  enKst  themselves  in  the  pkftles  of  assassins,  which  dhp- 
torb  these  defenceless  towns.  Inl  their  very  piisons,  they  are 
plotting  subtersive  projects,  ui^dotibtedly  more  fatal  for  them^ 
selves,  than  for  a  government,  obliged  to  tise  its  efforts,  more  to 
repress  the  ftiry  of  the  zealons  patriots  against  the  seditious  who 
threaten  their  lites,  than  to  disconcert  the  bla<ik 'machinations  of 
the  former. 

Your  Excellency  may  be  able  to  judge,  whether  the  Americans 
ought  to  suffer  themselves  fo  be  patiently  exterminated,  or  whether 
they  are  to  destroy  an  iniquitous  race,  which  a$  long  as  it  breathes,! 
|s  incessantly  labouring  at  our  destruction* 

Your  Excellency  is  not  ^mistaken  in  supposing  in  me,  senti* 
ments  of  compassion ;  the  same  characterise  all  my  countrymen* 
We  could  oompationate  the  Caffres  of  Africa;  but  Spanish 
tyrants,  contrary  to  the  most  powerful  sentiments  of  the  heart, 
impel  us  to  reprisals.  American  justice,  will,  nevertheless,  at  all 
times,  know  how  to  distinguish  the  innocent  from  the  guilty ; 
and  even  th^  latter,  shall  be  treated  with  all  the  humanity  due 
to  the  Spanish  nation* 

I  have  the  honour  to,  &c. 
(Signed)  SMOir  BOUVAR. 

To  the  Govemoir  of  Curacoa,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

Another  letter  from  General  Bolivar  to  the  same,  dated  Oet^ 
9,  1813,  states,  that  in  vain  he  had  proposed  to  exchange  his 
Spanish  prisoners  for  Americans,  whom,  ip  spite  of  a  saered  ca- 
pitidation,  the  Governor  of  Puerto  Cavello  retained  in  irons  and 
pontoons,  busied  in  ignc^nimoQB  w6Tks,.aBilaflieledwiA  lnii%er 
and  ail  kiaiB  of  misery.  Bolitar  adds,  that  the  result  has  been 
the  deteati<M|  of  liis  emissaries,  their  invidlable  character.being  na 
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longer  respected,  thus  basely  abusing  the  goodfeith,  widi  vAntSi 
Ihej  had  entered  the  Spanish  lines. 

Your  Excellency  will  have  seen  (he  says)hy  my  last  printed^, 
inclosures,  my  fruitless  remonstrances  to  GeneralMonteverde,  iit 
order  to  effect  an  exchange,  to  save  the  lives  of  the  Spaniards, 
whom  he  had  basely  abandoned  to  our  discretion.  Above  aR,* 
your  Excellency  will  be  astonished,  that  when  I  had  even  4000 
of  them  in  my  power,  he  (Monteverde)  not  only  reftised  16  admit 
the  proposition  to  exchange  them  for  100  and  more  Americans; 
bat  even  never  returned  an  answer,  loading  the  bearer  of  my  pro* 
positions  with  chains,  and  putting  him  to  the  hardest  work. 
-  Notwithstanding  thege  repeated  and,  execrable  infractions, 
the  high  intercession  of  your  Excellency,  and  so  respectable  in 
Venezuela,  made  me  adopt  the  measure  of  sending  proposals  of 
exchange  for  the  officers  taken  in  the  last  actions,  offering  to  ex- 
change them  for  Americans,  according  to  their  ranfc  and  charac-> 
ten  Your  Excellency  may  observe,  the  advantages  of  this  pro- 
posal for  the  enemy^  whose  prisoners  in  consequence  of  an  ante- 
riour  law,  dictated  as  well  from  necessity ^as  from  justice,  were  to 
be  beheaded,  whilst  our  people  have  been  buried  in  dungeons, 
though  covered  with  a  capitulation  which  guaranteed  their  secu- 
rity. The  American  prisoners  ought  to  have  been  set  at  liberty, 
the  Spanish  ones  ought  to  have  perished*  Your  Excellency  may 
judge  on  which  side  clemency  now  rests,  and  on  which  there 
is  a  cruel  obstinacy.  Your  Excellency  cannot  fail  to  conclude, 
t^at  more  humane  with  the  Spaniards,  than  even  they  with 
Iheir  own  Gountryme;n,  we  have  made  every  exertion  to  save 
them ;  but  your  Excellency  will  never  believe  that  they  have,  even 
made  themselves  the  executioners  of  their  bwn  eountrymen. 

These  benificent  propositions,  were  carried  by  Father  Salva- 
dor Garcia  de-Ortig^sa^  a  venerable  priest,  whose  exemplary 
virtue  luMi  infused  respect,  even  iato  the  Spaniards.  He  watered 
as  a  flag  of  truce,  and  his  only  object  was  to  favour  the  enemies 
prisoners  and  his  comitrymen.    The  audience  given  to  this  vir< 
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tsoQi  en'mary,  tnd  the  grattivde  ah«vM  by  tht  Paerto  Carello 
diief,  for  those  beloiig:iiig  to  hit  aimy,  has  been,  to  bury  him  ia 
a  doBfeon,  najr,  he  only  saved  his  life,  by  tears  and  entreaties. 
I  now  request  your  EzceUenqr  to  point  oat  whaleyer  measures 
can  be  taken  with  those  monsters,  who  neitheif  respect  the  rights 
of  nations,  Tirtue,  nor  honour ;  e?en  self  interest  does  not  restrain 
their  wickedness.  I  had  been  desirous  of  being,  generous^  even 
to  the  injniy  of  the  sacred  interests  which  I  defend ;  bat  these 
barbarians  aie  loo  obstinately  bent  on  crucUy,  even  to  their  own 
detriments 

(Signed)  SIMON  BOUYAR. 

Observation.  It  was  on  the  aboTC  grounds  with  the  addition 
of  further  aggraTations,  that  Bolivar  ordered  all  his  prisoners  to  be 
shot,  as  seen  in  the  end  of  Document  J.  And  let  me  now  ask» 
would  the  name  of  a  British  officer,  have  been  degraded,  by  inter* 
ceding  for  the  American  sufferers  in  die  first  calamities  of  Ck« 
racas,  since  one  can  now  implore  compa8.<4on  for  their  very  an-^ 
thors  ?  Humanity  is  the  noblest  feeling  of  the  soul,  and  always 
the  appendage  of  a  British  officer ;  but  the  feelings  of  humanity 
hsd  been  spared,  if  justice  only  had  been  obtained.  The  infrac«» 
tionofthe  Caracas  capitulation,  was  the  cause  of  all  these  enis; 
this  was  proved  to  our  commanders  abroad,  and  individuals 
sought  to  impress  this  fkct  on  the  ministers  at  home ;  but  to  iH> 
effect.  Yet  it  is  a  fact,  that  a  timely  and  proper  interference  on 
the  part  of  the  British  government,  would  have  prevented  sdt 
these  horrors.  To  whom,  then,  is  not  a  considerable  share  of 
blame  to  be  attadied?  Ample  channels  e(  information,  have 
been  open  to  it^  but  they  have  been  disregarded. 
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Document    J- 

JRemarks  on  the  Disasters  of  the  Provinces  of 
Caracas,  by  an  English  Gentleman,  an  Eye-witness. 

Thi  ektraordinary  nod  melancholy  ^Tents,  wliich  have 
taken  place  \yithin  the  short  space  of  six  months,  in  the  beasr 
tifal  province  of  Venezuela,  are,  perhaps,  without  a  paraileli 
even  in  this  age  of  revolutions ;  and  with  regard  to  the  conse* 
quences  that  may  follow  to  the  rest  of  South  America,  and  to 
the  West  Indies,  from  the  present  state  of  things  in  Venezuelai 
makes  it  perhaps,  the  most  serious  and  delicate  subject,  that 
ever  has  been  laid  before  the  British  government. 

It  is  almost  impossible  to  obtain  correct  information,- from 
the  official  documents,  published  by  any  of  the  contending 
parties. 

The  European  Spaniards  and  their  chiefs,  view  the  natives 
of  the  country,  as  a  desperate  band  of  rebels,  that  must  be 
subdued  by  coercive  measures,  no  matter  how  irreconcilable 
those  measures  may  be,  to  the  dictates  of  humanity,  and  the 
usages  of  civilized  nations.  They  assert,  that  any  measures  of 
knity  or  persuasion  to  these  people,  does  not  comport  with  the 
-dignity  of  the  Spanish  monarchy,  and.  In  fact,  they  have  re- 
iikiced  this  barbarous  and  impolitic  theory  to  practice,  by  a  se* 
lies  of  horrors  scarcely  credible,  but,  unfortunately,  well  au. 
tbenticated,  not  by  the  often  exaggerated  statements  of  the  na» 
^ves^  but  by  the  unerring  testimony  of  ocular  proof,  afforded 
to  many  respectable  British  subjects  and  other  foreigners,  who 
Tiiited  or  dwell  in  the  conn  try,  for  commercial  purposes. 
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The  first  and  most  perfidioaaiact  of  enieltj  end  perfidj,  (and^ 

indeed,  tbat  which   gaye  birth  to  all  th«  sobseqaent  horrors> 

.was  the  TioTation  by  General  Monteverde^  of  ihe  capitnlatioB 

he  had  soiemnlj  enlered  in  to,  with  Miranda.    The  nM>st  im« 

portant  article  in  that'capftulationy  was  the  imBHrnity  promised 

to  all  persons  who  had  borne  arms  against  the  Spanish  mooar* 

thy,  or  who  had  h^ld  civil  offices  onder  the  reTolationafy  go-* 

Temment.    Scarcely  had  Monteverde  got .  fixed  in  the  seat  of 

authority,  at  the  city  of  Caracas,  when  hie  indicated  his  inteo* 

tions  to  set  aside  the  capitulation,  and  in  a  short  time,  pnblidj 

declared  it  null  and  TOid.  "  He  began  his  dreadfhl  system  of 

infraction  and  vengeance,  by  seising  the  person  of  the  moat 

distingnished  Creole  in  the  country.  Doctor  Roscio.-*«This  indi. 

Tidual  had  been  secretary  of  state  nnder  Miranda,  and  had  ten* 

dered  himself  conspicuous,  by  the  splendenr  of  hss  talents,  fa 

faronrof  his  native  country.    Monteverde  CNrdered  bim  to  be 

loaded  with  chains,  and  conducted  to  the  public  square,  where 

he  was  pat  into  the  stocks,  and  remained  there'twentyUbur 

hours,  exposed  to  the  insults  and  derision  of  the  European 

Spaniards ;  from  thence  he  #as  conveyed  to. a  dnigeon,  until 

an  opportunity  offered,  to  send  him  and  some  other  victims  t^ 

l^ain. 

This  outrage  on  Dr.  Roscio,  was  the  prelude  to  the  tragic 
scenes,  which  Immediately  followed.  Montererde  caused  to  be 
arrested, nearly  every  Creole  of  rank  th^oi^hout the  country^ 
he  then  had  them  chained  in  pairs,  and  conducted  to  the  don* 
geons  of  La  Guayra  and  Puerto  Cavello,  where  many  of  theil 
-perished  in  a  few  weeks,'  by  suffocation  and  disease.  Tlie  nnm* 
ber  of  victims,  thus  immiired  in  the  above  two  places,  vrar,  ^ 
least,  fifteen  hundred,  eo^clusive  of  those  confined  ia  Ihe  intc» 
riour  of  the  country,  and  others  ffed  for  safety  to  an  ii^ 
mense  distance  from  the  capital.  WhSe  Mobterveide,  wan 
thus  openly  pursuing  this  system  of  perfidy  and  rfvenge  al  tim 
city  of  Caracas,  his  agents  were  bnsily  employed  in  the  sine 
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measiir^,  t1ir6iig1u>at  eTel^  tillage  and  town  ovet  thfe  ext^iiBi^ 
<XMmtiy«  The  catalogue  of  horrors,  comiiiitted  by  the  said 
•gents,  is  of  so  long  and  disgnsting  a  nature,  that  I  forbear  to 
detail ;  suffice  It  to  say,  that  one  of  the  common  methods  of 
punishing  those  who  had  beefn  employed  under  Miranda,  orwer^ 
suspected  of  disaffection  to  tbe  Sp^ni^h  goternment,  was  to 
mutilate  their  persons,  by  cutting  off  their  ears  or  nose. 

It  could  no^  be  expected  that  such  scenes  of  outrage,-  would 
remain  long  unresisted  by  a  people,  who  although  they  had 
been  ns^d  for  ag^i  to  habitual  oppression,  had  recently,  tasted 
tho  enjoyment  of  some  of  their  natural  rights. 

Accordingly,  symptom^  of  revolt  against  Monteverde,  be- 
^an  to  exhibit  themseirel  in  the  early  pa^  of  last  year^ 
thronghout  various  parts  of  the  province,  which  continued 
daily  to  augment.  In  consequence  of  the  people  knowing  that 
Simon  Bolivar  (a  distinguished  native  of  Caracas)  was  at  the 
bead  of  a  considerablo  force  from  Now  Granada^  and  advan. 
ciiig  to  their  relief. 

Prior  to  the  arrival  of  Bolivar,  t,n  the  province  of  Caracas, 
Monteverde  had  suffered  a  signal  defeat,  at  a  placo  called 
Maturing  4n  the  province  of  Cumana,  by  a  bandful  of  men, 
•commanded  by  a  youn^  man,  named  Marin6.-*-Monteverde, 
alarmed  at  this  defeat,  and  hearing  of  the  rapid  advances  of 
Jftoiivar,  thought  it  prudent  to  retire  from  the  capital,  and  shut 
^blmself  up  in  Puerto  Cayello,  and  there  wait  the  arrival  of 
oxpected  succours  from  Spiiin.  At  his  departure  from  Caracas, 
f be  appointed  a  certain  Colonel  Fiero  (a  native  of  the  Canary 
^Islands;)  governor  and captain^general,  ad  inttrim ;  but  this 
individual,  with  a  baseness  and  pusillanimity  beyond  any 
isxample  on  record,  formed  the  diabolical  project,  not  only  of 
i^ffertng  a  fictitious  capitulation  W  Generai  Bolivar,  but  to 
•precipitately  fiy  from  Caracas,  and  abandon  at  least  fifteen 
ihundred  Eurofean  Spaniards  to  tlm  rdge  of  a  victoriout 
\mrnt^^  and  to  the  indignation  of  those  Ck^oles,  who  were  about 
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to  emerge  from  tlie  very  duo|eon8  ftmi  chaltis,  ooder  which  they 
had  beep  90  long  groaning*  }»  order  to  accomplish  (bis  pUo, 
Piero  s«itt  a  depuUtiou  to  meet  Bolivar,  composed  of  the  most 
reapeclable  EuropeAo  Spaaiards  ia  the  couatrj,  who  had  direc- 
iioBS  to  capitulate  on  the  best  terms  thej  could  with  General 
Bolivar.  The  latter,  njOtsuspectitiganytreacherjyaQd  confiding 
in  the  personal  knowledge  be  had  of  the  characters  of  the  de* 
duties,  and  desirous  of  giving  a  proof  of  magaaaimitj,  gene. 
Toasly  acceded  to  such  terms,  as  the  European  Spaniards  had 
little  right  i0  eitpect  from  a  victorious  Crei^t  chief*  After  the 
capitulation  was  aigaed  by^  Bolivar  and  the  deputies,  the  latter 
^rinsftHited  it  to  Monteverde  for  his  approbation,  but  whather 
from  a  previoas  unyOer&tanding  bttweeu  him  and  Fiero,  from 
obstiaacy,  or  front  his  fears  that  the  Creoles  might  follow  the 
fiital  example  which  ha  had  givenof  had  faith,  in  ihe  ezeculkni 
4>f  a  foraier  capitulation,  be  it  as  it  may,  Moatererde  refosed 
Jilt  tf|]f>robat^on  of  the  capitulation,  declaring,  at  the  same  tioia, 
bis  determination  never  to  treat  on  any  tefmi^  with  the  iasnr- 
jeats.  Before  this  answer  could  be  commiuBicated  to  Bolivar, 
and  while  theunsuspectiag  deputies  had  been  labouring  to  pro- 
cure an  amnesty  for  themsel  veSy  their  coon tryaie^  and  prop^tf , 
the  perfidious  Fiero,  in,  union  with  a  body  ^f.  Catalans^  Bi^ 
cayans,  kc.  determined  on  flight  from  Caracas,  with  aU  die 
treasure,  public  and  private,  they  coUid  collept,  and  accordingly 
about  the  last  of  July,  departed  for  La  G«ayra,  where  on  tbek 
arrival j  Fiero  took  the  necessary  measurai  to4,*mbark  himnlf 
and  his  illustrious  companions^  and  departed  for  Cura^oa* 
leaving  behind  him  as  before  msmlfoued,  more  than  fifteea 
hundred  European  Spaniards. 

Immediately  on  the  departure  of  Fiero,  the  dungeons,  oi  Ija 
Guayra  were  thrown  open,  and  gave  back  to  ti|^ir  country  aod 
relattoRs,  those  who  had  survived  the  horrors  of  a  yeai's  cop* 
finemept.  No  langiiage  can  describe  the  aSecting  scene  that 
took  place,  at  the  meeting  between  these  martyrs  to  tyraoBf 
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und  fftelr  respecfite  feliitUe^,  nioch  fess  cam  be  depkted,  the  «iu 
Ylmsiastic  joy,  thfttlra^  maritfasted  by  aH  orders  #f  ^tely,  01I 
their  deltteraoee  fh»A  lhefroppre68(k*».    Nearly  at  tbe  same 
Ihne,  that  W^  on  'Ae  4th  of  Atig^st,  DoHtar  entered  beo  the  tUf 
bfCaniGa^,  Init  tnahner  ^hich,Hkewbe,  M  powetofdesc^ilptbil 
tan  poartray.     Dating  these  moments  of   efferte^cence,  it 
tkighi  h:tve  been    eipeded,   that  erery  Earopeati  Spaniard 
would  haVe  been  sacrificed)  hnt  the  principle  of  i^efenge  appeal. 
M  to  hare  been  forgotten^,  iti  absorbed  in  ^  gewttti  feeling  df 
gratitude  and  satHfactiori,  which  per<vaded  all  orders  df  sdteit^. 
Not  ft  single  Enropean  Spaniard  lost  his  liie^  m^ny  of  ihenli 
walked  unmolested  In  the  streets  ;  bnt  In  a  short  time  after* 
Wards,  (hey  were  arrested  and  confined  in  the  pri^nsi  of  Cara. 
cas,  to  serve  as  hostage?  for  the  secnrity  of  thole  natives, 
Vhom  Monteverde  held  as  prisoner^  at  Puerto  CaveHo.    On^ 
of  the  first'  acts  of  General  Bolivar,  wa^  to  send  &  fl^g  of  truce, 
^0  Monteverde,  ofTcting  to  give  up  dil  (hi  European  Spa^ 
Wffzr^s' (who  aihountedto  ftt  \t^stjifieen  hundf'id  ih  hufnbtr) 
In  exchange  for  the  Creole  prisoner^  at  Pnetto  Gaveilo,  who  at 
that  time,  or  since,  #ere  ^ot  mot^e  tkatt  three  hundred  and  fifty 
p)srsvm.    Notwithstanding  this  disfiropottton  jOt  numbers,  and 
uftbtoogh  Mofileverde  knew  that  the  KIb  of  every  Europeati 
'Sp&niak'd  In  the  citieii  of  Cntacas,  La  Gdayra,  and  t)ther  placeii 
ini|ht  be  sacrificed  (ar^lH  be  seen  hereafter  Wai  the  6ase)  in 
consequence  of  tWi  ref^sil;^   stBl,  however,  he  obstinately 
persisted  In  that  reftisat,  on  this  sithple  principle,  that  he  would 
not  treat  with  insurgeMs.    The  fact,  however,  \^as,  that  Mon- 
tevdrde,  was  then  in  daily  expecft^tion  of  a  large  force  from 
Spain,  and  flattered  hiknself,  thlit  on  it^  arrival,  he  could  ea. 
sily  subdue  Bolivar.    Aboi|t  twelte  hiindred  Spanish  troops, 
did  arrive  in  August,  but  they  have  been  tepeatedly  beaten  by 
Bolivar,  and  at  thi^  time,  neai'ly  all  killed  dr  taken  prisoners. 
Monteverde  himself,  has  slrtce  b^en  ^o  setierely  wounded,  that 
be  wag  obliged  to   giv^i  up    the   C6mniand   to    a  Colonel 
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Mooioif,  ^  wlio  came  from  Spaio  wUb  the  Speoisb  itoepli 
Bolivar  bas  ofiered  lo.  the  succetior.of  MoateYerde^  thief 
^mrertot  tiflsee,  the  sa^&e  generous  pro|iosal8  as  were  be« 
ic»fe  efiWed  for  4he  exchange  of  prisoDerVi  bat  ^jdomoi^ 
f efiDiog  oa,  the  obstinacy  irf  his  piedecessofj  has  not  onty  re^ 
l^sed  the  exchange,  pn.^y  of  the  ordinary  nsagea  of  war,  but 
la  yiolation  of  a  principle  hald  sacred  even  among  saviiges,  he 
jseize^  the  person  whomJBoliTar  despatched  to  Puerto  Cavella 
vith  a  flag  of  truce^  on  this  huniane  mission^  loaded  him  witlp 
fetters,  andconfined  him  i^  the  fortress  at  Puerto  Caveilo;  and 
what  gires  the  highest  aggravation  to  this  outrage^  is^  that  the 
ittc^idual  chained  ^ith  this  missipn,  is  an  European  Spanish 
priest,  named  Sal vadcir  GaF6iay  remarluibfe  for  the  urbanity  of 
his  manners,  and  pure  character*  He  was  particularly  selected 
by  polivar^fer  the  purpose  of  gtyipgconfidence  and  reject  tot 
the  mis&ion.^This  in&mous  act,  closed  all  further  communica«' 
.tioa  between  the  pjartie^  c^nthis  sulyect,  «xc;ept  reciprocal  meu 
naces,  ia'case  either  saqdieed  the  lives  of  th^  prisoners  of  the 
other.i^The  war,  aqw  began  to  assume  a  new  and  more  bloody 
aspect. — Bolivar  gave  no  quarter  in  battle,  nor  expected  any 
from  his  en^mi^s.^^Pnerto  Cavello  was  besiegsd  by  Uod^  by 
the  troops  of  Bqliyar)  and  his  flotilla  'strictly  l^loehaded  it  by 
sea.^^The  armies, undfr  the  standacd.of  Ferdinand  YII.,  were 
every  vhere  defeated,  and  there  was  every  probability^  that  a 
[few  weekjs more,^  would  place  the  natives  in  an  Uttitude  of 
f  reat  strength  and  confidepce.^^At  this  juncturo  (November 
and  December  last)  th<^  r<^al  chiefs  at  Puerto  Cavello,  and 
%hc  Spanish  governor  of  Guayana  deliberately  formed  the 
infernal  project^  of  raising  the  slaves  of  Venezuela^  againsit 
their  o»ner*»— This  desf^rate  plan  must  have  originated 
under  the  barbarous  idea,  that  as  Venezueia  was  lost  to  Spaiu^ 
the  latter  or  her  agents,  we^e  resolved  it  should  likewise 
be  lost  to  the  natives  of  the  country ^ — To  accomplish  this 
scheme,  various  partisans  of  the  Spanish  government,  were  sent 
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into  the  interiour,  to  excite  the  slaves  ta  insarrectioii,  and  to  de* 
folate  the  country. — The  most  eonspiciious  of  these  parttzaos^ 
are,  BoTes,  Rosette,  Puj,  Udd  Palomo.^-The  three  first  art 
European  Spaniards,  the  latter  a  negro,  who  has  been  long 
proscribed,  as  an  assassin  and  robber* 

Baves  and  Rosette,  received  their  supplies  of  arms,  amrau-' 
nition,  and  money,  from  the  governor  of  Guayana.— Puy  and 
Palomo,  received  their  auxiiiaries,  from  Coro  and  Puerto  Ca* 
Tello— These  desperadoes  have  regularly  corresponded  with 
the  other  Spanish  chiefs  at  Coro,  Maracaybo,  Puerto  Cavello^ 
and  Guayana.-^ome  of  this  corrcspondewje,  has  been  pub- 
lished in  the  Curacoa  Gazette,  and  among  the  papers  and  des- 
patches which  have  fallen  into  Bolivar's  hands,  the  whole  abo. 
mlnable  plan  is  fully  developed.  It  will  be  in  vaio,  in  future,  for 
any  of  the  Spanish  chiefs  of  the  places  before  mentioned,  to  say, 
that  this  conduct  was  unauthorized  by  them,  because,  without 
their  direct  aid,  it  never  would  have  commenced^  much  less  con- 
tinued.—Were  I  to  detail  all  the  horrid  excesses,  committed 
by  Boves  and  Rosette  on  their  route  from  the  river  Oronoquo, 
to  the  valleys  of  Caracas,  it  would  be  scarcely  possible  to  find 
a  reader,  who  would  believe  such  scenes  of  slaughter  and  de- 
vastation, credible.— Some  idea,  however,  of  the  melancholy 
facts  may  be  conceived,  when  I  assert,  that  these  monsters,  in 
traversing  a  space  of  more  than  400  miles,  left  no  human 
being  alive  of  any  age  or  sexj  except  such  as  joined  their 
standard. — Freedom  to  the  slaves,  and  the  pillage  of  La  Guayra 
and  Caracas,  were  the  incentives  that  Boves  and  Rosette,  held 
out  to  these  deluded  wretches.— Wherever  they  came  to  a 
plantation,  and  found  any  hesitation  among  the  negroes,  they 
Compelled  them,  by  force,  to  join  them.— In  this  manner,  they 
inundated  the  fertile  and  highly  cultivated  valleys  of  Aragua 
and  Tuy^  destroying  the  works,  and  burning  the  produce  of 
the  country,  in  every  direction. 
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With  this  overwhelming  banditti,  Bofes  and  Rosette 
reached  the  yicinage  of  Caracas,  in  the  beginning  of  Februaiy. 
The  former  took  possession  6f  Victoria,  abont  12  leagaes  froni 
Caracas,  while  Rosette  occupied  the  town  of  Occumare,  onlj 
eight  leagues  distance.— It  is  true,  that  both  have  since  been 
defeated  by  General  Rivas  (the  Governor  of  Caracas)  and 
Bolivar,  but  they  have  been  dear  bought  victories  to  the  CreoU 
troops,  because  the  disproportion  of  numbers  was  so  great, 
that  it  became  necessary  for  Bolivar  and  Rivas,  to  sacrifice,  at 
least,  one-third  of  their  respective  forces,  in  order  to  gain  a 
battle. 

Boves  and  Rosette's  forces,  are  entirely  composed  of  ca- 
yalry,  and  these  of  the  best  horses  and  mules  in  the  province, 
4)ecause  they  had  their  choice  of  the  immense  number  of  these 
animals,  which  abound  in  the  vast  plains  laying  between  C«- 
labozo  and  Caracas. 

Boves  and  Rosette,  have,  at  least^  under  their  orders  seven 
or  eight  thousand  men  ;  of  these,  not  more  than  fifty  persons 
are  whites  or  European  Spaniards,  and  about  100  freemea 
of  colour.— The  rest  are  all  slaves,  negroes,  and  samboes.— 
They  are  an  athletic,  hardy,  and  desperate  horde,  which  will, 
and  must  inevitably  increase,  unless  speedily/  and  decisively 
checked. 

Bolivar,  may  be  able,  for  a  long  while,  to  continue  on  the 
defensive,  and  from  the  measures  he  has  recently  taken,  to 
fortify  the  cities  of  Caracas  and  La  Gu^yra,  I  do  not  appre. 
hend  there  is  any  immediate  risque,  of  the  white  inhabitants 
being  sacrificed,  but  as  experience  has  fatally  demonstrated 
the  di.Ticulty  of  stopping  the  progress  of  insnrrectioa 
among  slaves,  even  under  the  most  energetic  government,  it 
very  great;  it  will,  consequently,  be  rendered  much  more  ao, 
under  a  government  like  that  of  Venezuela. 

If,  however,  Bolivar  and  his  associates,  find  it  impossible  to 
resist  this  alarming  evil,  and  likewise  have  to  prepare  for  re- 
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sistance  to  any  new  force  that  may  be  sent  from  ^pain  ;  tTiey 
will  then  adopt  the  only  and  dreadful  alternative  left  th«  m,  viz. 
To  declare  the  whole  oj  the  slaves  of  Venezuela  frce^  and  to 
enjoy  the  same  rights  as  the  whites.-r-ii  ever  Bolirar  resort 
to  this  measure,  not  a  negro  or  coloured  person  will  remain 
under  the  banners  of  Ferdinand  Vlf-  because,  in  general, 
they  are  attached  to  their  Creole  masters,  and  under  them, 
would  consider  themselves  much  more  secure  in  their  freedom ^ 
than  all  the  proclamations  or  offers  to  the  same  effect,  from  the 
Spanish  government  or  its  agents.— These  are  important  and 
serious  facts,  which  demand  the  immediate  attention  of  those 
who  are  entrusted  with  the  British  military  and  naval  com- 
mands, in  these  seas.^It  is  not,  now,  a  question  of  interference, 
between  the. royalists  and  independents  on  the  Spanish  main.— 
It  18,  simply,  whether  we  shall  passively  look  on,  and  see  the 
death  blow  given  to  every  colonial  possession  in  the  West 
Indies,  as  nothing  can  be  more  palpable,  than  that  if  the 
revolt  of  the  slaves  in  Venezuela,  becomes  general ;  It  will 
take^iut  a  few  years,  to  decide  the  fate  of  these  islands,  or 
whether  a  prompt  interference,  at  this  moraeot,  will  not  be 
the  means  J  to  arrest  this  system  of  destruction  to  British 
interests. 

I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  a  prompt  and  decided 
interference  on  the  part  of  His  Britannic  Majesty's  military 
and  naval  chiefs,  in  these  seas,  would  produne  the  desired 
effect. — I  am  perfectly  aware,  that  the  British  government, 
has  expressly  prohibited  all  idterference,  that  is,  the  sword  is 
not  to  be  unsheathed  in  favour  of  either  party,  but  it  is  not  to 
be  inferred,  that  a  desire  to  be  neutral,  is  to  supercede  the  ex- 
ercise of  good  offices  in  favour  of  humanity,  or  to  be  extended 
so  for,  as  to  quietly  wait,  until  the  flames  of  discord  and  in, 
surrectioo,  reach  our  own  doors. 

Exclusive  of  imperious  political  reasons,  for  the  interference 
•f  the  British  commanders  in  chief>  there  are  other  grounds  which 
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strongly  urge  it.-^There  ig,  at  this  mometif^  at  least  lialf  a 
millioQ  of  dollars  of  British  property,  at  Caracas  and  La 
Guayra,  and  likewise,  a  considerable  number  of  British  subjects, 
"who  went  to  that  country  for  commercial  purposes,  with  the, 
knowledge  and  consent  of  the  British  government.  They  con* 
sequentiy  flatter  themselves ,  vrith  its  protection  to  eiUricat* 
themselves  and  property,  from  the  perilous  state  they  are  at 
present  in,  because  there  is  no  doubt  in  my  mind,  that  if 
Boves  and  Rosette  were  to  succeed  in  getting  into  Caracas, 
or  if  a  local  insurrection  takes  place  among  the  slaves  in  the 
cities  of  La  Guayra  and  Caracas*  not  a  single  white  pevaoB, 
either  Creole  or  stranger,  would  escape  assassination^  and  evety 
farthing  of  property,  of  course,  would  be  plundered. 

If  Venezuela  becomes  a  permanent  theatre  of  insurreotioo, 
and  a  consequent  asylum  for  the  Negroes  of  these  islands,  the 
first  and  almost  immediate  effects  of  such  a  state  of  things,  will 
be  experienced  at  Tobago,  Trinidad,  Grenada,  and  every  island 
in  the  vicinage  of  the  main.  It  will  be  likewise  spread,  with 
electric  rapidity,  down  toCartagena  and  Porto  Bello,CQnverting 
this  beautiful  section  of  the  globe,  into  a  wide  scene  of  devatta- 
tion  and  disorder,  in  place  of  its  continaing,  as  it  has  been  (and 
may  hereafter  be  much  more  so)  a  vast  and  indefinite  market  for 
British  trade,  and  for  the  consumption  of  British  manufactures. 

Another  (and  surely  not  the  least)  serious  motive  to  urge  a 
prompt  interference,  is  the  voice  of  suffering  humanity. 

Among  the  tragic  scenes  lately  committed  at  Yeneiuek^ 
has  been  the  murder,  in  cold  blood,  of  several  hundred  Creoles 
by  the  Spanish  chiefs  at  Porto  Caheilo,  and  about  1300  Euro^ 
pean  Spaniards,  by  order,  ('tis  said)  of  Bolivar.  It  is  also 
equilly  unnecessary,  as  it  is  painful  to  enquire  who  began  thl« 
dreadful  system  of  retaliatory  vengeance.  Both  parties,  will  of 
course,  endeavour  to  extenuate  the  horror  of  the  de^d,  but  no 
arguments  or  spirit  of  recrimination,  can  justify  the  exciissefl 
they  have  both  committed.    It  will|  however,  be  seen  from  the 
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preceding  narraUte,  that  BoIiTar  exerted  himself  ia  doe  feasoo, 
to  pre^nt  a  resort  to  this  unheard  of  method  of  Reprisal,  but  I 
should  be  doiug  him  injustice  to  omit  stating,  the  following  im- 
portant facts.    Some  time  in  January  last,  Bolivar  iflade  ano. 
iher  effort  to  obtain  the  release  of  some  Creole  officers,  who 
were  prisoners  at  Puerto  Cavtllo,  and  for  this  purpose,  he  sent 
an  European  Spanish  oi&cer,  whom  he  had  made  a  prisoner  some 
time  before,  with  a  flag  of  truce  to  Puerto  Cavello.      This  ^ 
officer,  advanced  from  Bolivar's  lines  to  the  out  posts  of  Puerto 
Cavello,  and  although  he  then  entreated  to  be  permitted  to  pro. 
ceed,  stating  that  his  own  life  was  at  stake  on  the  result  of  his 
mission^  still  he  was  ordered  to  halt,  until  a  few  minutes  after, 
wards,  brought  the  decision  of  the  commander  of  the  royal  forces, 
at  Puerto  Cavello  (a  certain  Istuella^  who  it  appears  had  taken 
the  command,  in  consequence  of  Colonel  Salomon  liaviug  de- 
camped) which  was  a  refusal  to  admit  the  flag  of  truce,  and  a 
most  insulting  verbal  message  to  Bolivar. 

The  next  day,  presented  the  melancholy  spectacle^  of  four 
Creole  officers  being  brought  out  on  the  ramparts  of  Puerto 
Cavello,  and  there,  in  the  view  of  Bolivar  and  his  army,  they 
were  shot* 

The  commander  of  the  Royalists,  not  satisfied  with  the 
deliberate  murder  of  these  four  officers,  officially  communicated 
their  names,  assigning  their  execution  to  be  a  measure  of  retali. 
ation,  and  which  he  intended  to  follow  up,  by  the  death  of 
every  Creole  in  his  possession. 

About  the  time  that  Bolivar  received  this  official  commu- 
nication, he  likewise  was  informed  of  the  advance  of  Boves  and 
Rosette,  at  the  head  as  before  observed,  of  7  to  8000  negroes^ 
and  committing  the  excesses  previously  mentioned. 

At  this  time,  there  were  13  to  1400  European  Spaniards  in 
the  prisons  of  Caracas  and  La  Guayra . 

Bolivar  (*tis  said)  adopted  the  resolution  to  sacrifice  the 
whole  of  these  unfortunaite  individuals,  and  sent  the  necessary 
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orders  to  that  effect,  to  Caracas  and  La  Guayra.  These  orden 
were  carried  into  such  literal  and  prompt  execution,  that  not 
more  than  25  or  SO  European  Spaniards  were  spared,  and  these 
hold  a  precarious  and  miserable  existence. 

The  writer  of  this,  unfortunately  with  many  other  foreigners, 
had  occular  proof  of  the  slaughter  of  more  than  800  victims  at 
Lsi  Guayra;  they  were  conducted  in  pairs  from  the  dungeons, 
to  a  little  distance  from  the  gates  of  the  town,  and  there  shot, 
after  which,  their  bodies  were  burnt.  Many  perished  by  suffo- 
cation, as  a  few  days  previous  to  the  execution,  we  saw  40  to 
50  dead  bodies  taken  out  of  the  dungeons  each  day.  Thus  has 
terminated,  for  the  present,  in  Venezuela,  this  scene  of  deliberate 
reciprocal  revenge,  because  it  is  to  be  presumed,  that  as  ftw  or 
n  oprisoners  remain  now  on  either  side,  none  will  be  made  in 
future,  as  a  war  of  extermination  is  reciprocally  proclaimed  on 
both  sides— -it  therefore  follows  from  this  statement. 

1st.  That  the  violation  of  the  treaty  between  Montevcrde 
and  Miranda,  is  the  origin  of  all  the  present  disasters  of 
Venezuela,  and  as  the  Cortes  and  Regency  of  Spain,  have  di. 
rectly  approTed  the  perfidy  of  Monteverde,  by  solemnly  making 
him  captain  general  of  the  province,  after  they  knew  he  had  so 
shamefully  violated  the  treaty  in  question ;  consequently,  it  is 
never  to  be  expected,  that  the  natives  will  ever  again'  trust  their 
lives  and  property  to  Spanish  faith. 

3Qdly.  As  the  natives  are  resolved  to  adopt  any  alternative, 
no  matter  however  dreadful,  rather  than  submit  to  Spain,  it 
becomes  the  duty  and  certainly  the  policy  of  Great  Britain,  to 
prevent  such  an  alternative  taking  place,  as  would  involve  in 
general  rnio,  (and  at  no  distant  period)  the  whole  of  the 
West  Indies. 

3d.  Whether  the  Negroes  are  incited  to  insurrection,  under  the 
banners  of  Ferdinand  VII;  or  are  proclaimed  free  by  Bolivar, 
the  effects  will  be  equally  the  same  to  Spain.  To  her  the  pro. 
Tince  of  Venezuela  is  lost  for  ever,  and  if  Spain  is  desiroai  la 
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retain  tny  of  her  remaining  possessioni  in  Soath  America,  sh« 
•ught  to  feel  grateful  to  Great  Britain,  if,  by  any  m^ans  what- 
ever, she  can  arrest  the  destractive  flame,  before  it  spread  so 
fai,  as  to  render  all  future  attempts  impotent  and  abortive. 

4th,  and  lastly.  The  commercial  and  manufacturing  interests 
of  Great  Britain,  as  well  as  the  interests  of  the  civilized  world 
iu  general,  are  deeply  involved  in  the  fate  of  South  America^ 
and  whether  it  shall  become  the  seat  of  discord  and  devastatioa 
or  of  tranquillity  and  prosperity,  may  depend  on  the  measures, 
ad  interim,  adopted  by  the  British  and  military  chiefs  in  these 
seas,  and  ultimately  pursued  by  the  British  ministry. 

With  the  same  frankness  and  impartiality,  which  I  have  eo. 
deavoured  to  keep  in  view  in  the  foregoing  detail,  I  shall  con. 
elude,  by  stating  such  measures  as  I  can  conceive  would  be 
effectual,  to  check  the  present  alarming  state  of  things  in  Vene. 
zuela,  and  likewise  afford  time  for  such  future  determination,  as 
the  British  cabinet  may  find  necessary  to  resolve  on. 

1st.  That  a  person  or  persons  should  be  immediately  dis- 
patched to  Caracas,  by  the  British  commander  in  chief,  to 
enquire  into  the  facts  I  have  stated,  and  if  it  should  be  found, 
that  my  conclusions  are  correct,  as  to  the  alarming  nature  of 
the  evils  I  have  suggested,  then  such  persons  should  be  au- 
thorised to  reqvest,  and  indeed  to  require  of  both  parties,  a 
suspension  of  hostilities,  until  the  determination  of  the  British 
and  Spanish  governments,  should  be  ascertained. 

2d.  Whether  the  previous  point  is  refused  or  acceeded  to 
by  the  parties,  there  should,  at  all  events,  be  a  maritime  force 
sent  to  La  Guayra,  with  orders  to  remove  the  persons  and  pro- 
perty  of  the  British  subjects  from  the  country. 

I  feel  persuaded  (and  I  speak  from  a  personal  knowledge  of 
the  character  and  disposition  of  all  the  leading  natives  of  the 
country)  that  on  the  part  of  the  present  goverment  of  Caracas^ 
and  the  people  in  general,  they  will  cheerfully  assent  to  a  suspen- 
sion of  hostilities^  and  submit  their Jate  to  the  ulteriour  decision 
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of  Great  Britain,  but  at  the  same  time,  t  am  decidedly  of  opinipn, 
that  if  this  salutary  measure  is  not  adopted,  or  if  Boii?ar  finds 
himself  incapable  of  resisting  the  slaves  already  in  revolt,  he  will 
adopt  the  only  alternative  left  him,  to  declare  the  whole  of  the 
slaves  free,  in  which  case,  no  force  from  Europe,  much  less  from 
Spain,  would  ever  be' able  to  subjugate  Venezuela,  and  the 
adjoining  empire  of  New  Grenada,  which  two  provinces,  contain- 

four  millions  of  native  inhabitants. 

W.D.  ROBINSOX. 
Si.  Thomas^  March  18, 1814, 
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fatal  consequences  to  all  the  West  Indies. 


J^Jf,  It  ha$  been  thought  beUer  to  atk  the  indulgence  of  the  reMder^ 
for  the,  typographical  errore,  originatir^  out  ((f  the  hurrp  qf  publica- 
tlouy  than  to  burden  him  with  an  erraia  liit. 

-     '      -  ««  ' 

Londoa  t  Printed  by  W,  Glimdov,  Rupert -mect^  Ilayoiarkel. 
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